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Nu !! <s font  o:cu!tieres  inftdite,  quam  ex,  qiiez  latent 
in  Jimulatione  officii,  aut  in  tdi^uo  necefjuudinh  no- 
mine. 


he  following  an  fiver  is  written  in  the  true  jlyk>  and 
ivitb  t/jj  lifual  candour  offuch  pieces  ;  which  1  b  (Vd 
imitated  to  the  brft  of  my  fkill,  and  doubt  not  but 
"the  reader  ivill  be  extremely  fatizfied  ivith  it. 


T 


The  EXAMINER  crofs-examined  ;    or,    A  full 
anfwer  10  <  be  loft  E  X  A  M I N  E  R. 


F  I  durft  he  fo  bold  \vith  tins  author,  I  would 
gladly  all:  him  a  familiar  queftion  :  Pi'iiy,  Sir, 
"who  made  you  on  examiner?  He  talks  in  one 
C  fhis  limpid  papers  of  eight  or  nine  thoufxnd  corrup- 
tion:, \vhilc-  ii'e  \vcrc  at  the  head  of  affairs;  yet  in 
all  rbii-  time  he  hath  hardly  produced  fifty  : 


Carter  huit  montss,  &c.  Her. 
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But  I  (hill  confine  myfelf  at  prefect  to  his  lad  pa- 
per.     He  tells  us,   the  Qiteen  began  h.:r  reign  "with  a 
ncble  bcnefaEtim  to  the  church.     Here  is  prieftcraft 
with  a  witnefs  !  This   is  the   conftant  language  of 
your  bi?!:fiicrs,  to  call  thofe  who  are  hired  to  teach 
the    religion  of  the  magiftrate,  by  the  name  of  the 
church.     But  this  is  not  all ;  for   in  the  very  next 
line  he  fays,   it  ivas  footed  the  nation  mould  haye fol- 
io-wed this  example.     You  fee  thefaftion  begins  al- 
reiciy  to  fpeak  out :  this  is  an  open  demand  for  the 
abbey-land  ;  this  furious  zealot  would  have  \\sprieft 
ridjcu  again,  like  our  Popifh  anceftors  ;   but  it  is  to 
be  hoped  the  government  will  take  timely  care  to 
iupprefs   fiich   audacious   attempts  ;    elfe  we  have 
fpent  fo  much  blood  and  treafure  to  very  little  pur- 
pole  in  maintaining  religion  and  the  revolution.   But 
vhat  can  we  expect  from    a  man  who  at  one  blovr 
endeavours  to  ruin  our  trade  ?  A  country ',  fays  he, 
mayfljurift  (thefe  are  his  own  words)  with  cut  being 
the   common  receptacle  for  all  nations,  religions,  and 
k.rguagei.     AVhat  !    we   muft  immediately  banifli, 
cr  murder  the  Palatines;  forbid   all   foreign  mer- 
•  chants   not  only  the  exchange,  but  the  kingdom; 
perfecute  the  dilTenters  with  fire  and  faggot  ;  and 
make  it  high  treafon  to  fpeak  any  other  tongue  but 
'Englifli.     In  another    place   he  talks  of   a  ferpent 
v-'nhfeven  heads,  which  is  a  manifeft  corruption  of 
the  text ;   for  the  words,  feven  heads,  are  not  men- 
tioned in  that  verfe.       However,    we  know  what 
ferpent  he  would  mean  ;  &  ferpent  with  fourteen  legs', 
or  indeed  no  ferpent  at   all,    but  feven   great  men, 
who  were  the   beft  minifters,   the   true/I  Protejlants, 
and  the  molt  difinterefted patriots,  that  ever  ferved 
a  prince.     But  nothing   is   fo   inconililent   as   this 
writer.     I  know  not   whether  to  call  him   a  Whig 
or  a  Tory,  a  Proteftant  or  a  Papilt;  he  finds  fault 
with  convocations;  fays  they  are  affemblies ftrangefy 
contrived ;   and  yet  lays   the  fault  upon  us,  that  we 
bound  their  hands ;    I  wiih  we   could   have  bound 

their 
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their  tongues  too.     But.   as  faft  as  their  hinds  were 

bound,   they  could  make  a  fhiit  to  hold  their  j  en s, 

iiTid  h'ave  their  ihare  in   the  guilt    of  ruining  the 

hopdfulleft  party  and   ininiltry  that  ever  prcfc'fibe-d 

to  a  crov/n.     This  captiour,  gentleman   is  ai          to 

Af  <7  m-joriiy  of  prelates  cried  up  by  thofc  ivkotirc  tuc- 

mie-s  io  the  character:   Now,   I  always  thought,  that 

the  coficcillons   of  enemies   were  more  to  a   man's 

advantage,  than  the    praife  of  his  friends.      Time 

end  mortality,  he  fays,   can  only  remedy  thcfe  in  con- 

vvniencies  in  the   church  :   that  i.s,  in   other   words, 

when  certain  bifhops  are  dead,  we  Ihall  have  others 

0f  our  own  ftamp.     Not  fo  fa  ft :  you  are  not  yet 

fo  lure  of  your   game.     \V"e  have  already  got  one 

comfo  table  loj}  in  Spain,  although  by  a  general  of 

our  own  :   for  joy  of  which  our  junto  had  a.  merry 

meeting  at  the  houfe  of  their  great  profelyte,  on  the 

very  day  we  received  the  happy  news.     One  or  two 

more  fuch  b.'oi'js  would  perhaps  let  us  right  again  ; 

and  then  we  can  employ  mortality,  as  well  as  others. 

He  concludes  with   wifhing,  that  three  tetters,  fpo- 

ken  lubcn  ihj  proh:utor   'was  prefented,  ivere  mads 

public.     I  fuppofe  he  would   be  content  with   one  : 

and  that  is  more  than  we  ihall  humour  him  to  grant. 

However,  I  hope  he  will  allow  it  pollible   to   have 

grace,  without  either  eloquence  or   Latin  ;  which  b 

all  I  ihall  fay  to  this  malicious  innuendo. 

Having  thus,  I  hope,  given  a  full  and  fatisfafior.) 
arfacr  to  the  Examiner's  laft  paper,  I  ihall  now  go 
on  to  a  more  important  affair,  which  is,  topro\c 
by  feveral  undeniable  inlhmces  that  the  late  mini- 
ftry  and  their  abettors  \vere  true  friends  to  the 
church.  It  is  yet,  I  confefs,  a  fecret  to  the  clergy, 
wherein  this  friendship  did  coniift.  For  informzi- 
tion  therefore  of  that  reverend  body,  that  they 
may  never  forget  their  benefactors,  as  well  as  of 
all  others  who  may  be  equally  ignorant,  I  have  de- 
termined to  difplay  our  merits  to  the  world  upon 
that  weighty  article.  And  I  could  wifli,  that  what 
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J  am  to  £iy  were  to  be  written  in  brafs  for  an  eter- 
nal memorial ;  the  rather,  becaufe  for  the  future 
the  church  muft  endeavour  to  Hand  unfupported 
by  thofe  patrons,  who  expired  in  doing  it  their  I  aft 
good  office ,  and  will  never  tife  to  preierve  it  any 
more. 

Let  us  therefore  prodrtce  the  pious  endeavours 
of  theie  church-defenders,  who  were  its  patrons  by 
their  power  and  authority,  as  well  as  ornaments  of 
it  by  their  exemplary  lives. 

Firfty  St.  Paul  tells  us,  there  mitft  be  herejics  in 
ilic  church,  that  the  truth  may  be.  manifefl  ;  and  there- 
fore, by  due  courfe  of  reaibning,  the  more  hereiie.s 
there  are,  the  more  manifefl  will  the  truth  be  made. 
This  being  maturely  considered  by  thefe  lovers  of 
the  church,  they  endeavoured  to  propagate  as  many 
herefies  as  they  could,  that  the  light  of  the  truth 
might  ihine  the  clearer. 

Secondly,  To  (hew  their  zeal  for  the  church's  de- 
fence, they  took  the  care  of  it  entirely  out  of  the 
hands  of  Cod  almighty,  (becaufe  that  was,  a  foreign 
jurifiliclion),  and  made  it  their  own  creature,  de- 
pending altogether  upon  them  ;  and  ifilied  out  their 
orders  to  Tindal,  and  others,  to  give  public  notice 
of  it. 

Thirdly,  Becaufe  charity  is  the  mo  ft  celebrated  ol 
all  Chriftian  virtues,,  therefore  they  extended  theiss 
beyond  all  bounds;  and,  infcead  of  {hutting  the 
church  againft  diffiniers,  were  ready  to  open  it  to 
all  comers,  and  break  down  its  wal's,.  rather  than 
that  any  fhould  want  room  to  enter.  The  ftrength 
of  a  ftate,  we  know,  confifteth  in  the  number  of 
people,  how  different  foever  in  their  callings  ;  and 
why  mould  not  the  ftrength  of  a  church  confift  in 
the  fame,  how  different  foever  in  their  creeds  ?  For 
that  reafon  they  charitably  attempted  to  aboliih  the 
•tefty  which  tied  up  fo  many  hands  from  getting  em- 
plovments,  in  or.der  to  nrotccl.thg  church. 

X  J  *  *  «• 
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I  know  very  well,  that  this  attempt  is  objected  to 
us  as  a  crime  by  feveral  malignant  Tories,  and  de- 
nied as  a  {lander  by  many  unthinking  people  among 
curfelves.  The  latter  are  apt,  in  their  defence,  to 
aik  fuch  questions  as  thefe  :  "  Was  your  teli  re- 
<f  pealed  ?  had  we  not  a  majority  ?  might  we  not 
"  have  done  it,  ifwepleafed?  To  which  the  othefs 
<(  an  fiver.  You  did  what  you  could  :  you  prepared 
"  the  way,  but  you  found  a  fatal  impediment  from 
"  that  quarter,  whence  the  fanction  of  the  law 
a  mufl  come  ;  and  therefore,  to  fave  your  credit, 
"  you  condemned  a  paper  to  be  burnt,  which  your- 
"  lelves  had  brought  in."  But,  ah.s  !  the  mif- 
carriage  of  that  noble  project  for  the  fafety  of  the 
church  had  another  original  ;  the  knowledge 
whereof  depends  upon  a  piece  of  fecret  hiftory, 
which  I  mall  now  lay  open. 

Thefe  church-protectors  had  directed  a  Prr/bj- 
terisn  preacher  to  draw  up  a  bill  for  repealing  the 
teft.  It  was  accordingly  done  with  great  art  ;  and, 
in  the  preamble  feveral  expreffions  of  civiliy  to  the 
eftabl[fhed' church  ;  and  when  it  came  to  the  qualifi- 
cations of  all  thofe  who  were  to  enter  on  any  of- 
fice, the  compiler  had  taken  fpecial  care  to  mak*e 
them  large  enough  for  all  Chrifdans  whatsoever,  by 
tranfcribing  the  very  words  (only  formed  into  an 
oith)  which  Quakers  are  obliged  to  profefs  by  a 
former  act  of  parliament  ;  as  I  mall  here  fet  them 
down  :  "  I,  A.  B.  profefs  faith  in  God  the  Father, 
and  in  Jefus  Chrift  his  eternal  Son,  the  true 
God ;  and  in  the  Holy  Spirit,  one  God,  blefTed 
for  evermore  ;  and  do  acknowledge  the  holv 
<(  fcriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Teframent  to  be 
"  given  by  divine  infpiration."  This  bill  was  car- 
ried to  the  chief  leader,  for  their  approbation, 
with  thefe  terrible  words  turned  into  an  oath. 
What  mould  they  do  ?  Thofe  few  among  them  who 
fancied  they  believed  in  God,  were  fure  they  '/id 
not  believe  in  Cbrift,  or  the  Holy  Spirit,  or  one 
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fyllable  of  the  Bible  ;  and  they  were  as  fure  that 
every  body  knew  their  opinion  in  thofe  matters, 
•which  indeed  they  had  been  always  too  fin  cere  to 
clifguife  ;  how  therefore  could  they  take  fuch  an 
oath  as  that,  without  ruining  their  reputation  with 
Tindul,  riolarul,  Coward,  Collins,  Clendons  and 
all  the  tribe  of  freethinkers,  and  fo  give  a  jcandal 
to  iveak  unbelievers  ?  Upon  this  nice  point  of  ho- 
nour and  confcience  the  matter  was  hufhed,  the 
project  for  repealing  the  teft  let  fall,  and  thefacra- 
ment  left  as  the  fmaller  evil  of  the  two. 

Fourthly.  Thefe  pillars  of  the  church,  becaufe//v 
barveft  was  greai,  and  the  labourers  fe^u)  and  bo- 
caufe  they  would  eafe  the  biihops  from  that  griev- 
ous trouble  of  'laying  on  hands  >  were  willing  to  al- 
Jbw  that  power  to  all  men  whatfoever,  to  prevent 
that  terrible  confequence  of  unchurching  thofe  who 
thought  a  hand  from  under  a  cloak  as  effectual  as 
from  lawnjjeeves.  And  indeed  what  could  more 
contribute  to  the  advancement  of  true  religion, 
than  a  bill  of  general  naturalization  of  priefthood  ? 

Fifthly ,  In  order  to  fix  religion  in  the  minds  of 
men,  becaufe  truth  never  appears  fo  fair  as  when 
confronted  with  falfehood,  they  directed  books  to 
be  publifhed,  that  denied  the  being  of  a  God,  the 
divinity  of  thefecond  and  third  perfon,  the  truth  of 
all  revelation,  and  the  immortality  of  the  foul.  To 
this  we  owe  that  great  fenfe  of  religion,  that  re- 
fpect  and  kindnefs  to  the  clergy,  and  that  true  love 
of  virtue,  fo  manifeft  of  late  years  among  the  youth 
of  our  nation.  Nor  could  any  thing  be  more  dif- 
creet,  than  to  leave  the  merits  of  each  caufe  to 
fuch  wife,  impartial  judges  ;  who  might  otherwife 
fall  under  the  flavery  of  believing  by  education  and 
prejudice. 

Sixthly,  Becaufe  nothing  fo  much  diitracls  the 
thoughts,  as  too  great  variety  of  fubjects,  therefore 
they  had  kindly  prepared  a  bill  to  prefcribe  the 
clergy  what  fubjecls  they  Ihould  preach  upon,  and 

in 
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in  what  manner,  that  they  might  be  at  no  lofs;  and 
this,  no  doubt  was  a -proper  work  for  fuch  hands, 
fo  thoroughly  verfed  in  the  theory  and  practice  of 
all  chriiKan  duties, 

Seventhly,  To  fave  trouble  and  expenfe  to  the 
clergy,  they  contrived  that  convocations  fhould 
meet  as  feldom  as  poilible  ;  and  when  they  were 
fuffered  to  aiTemble,  would  never  allow  them  to 
meddle  with  any  buiinefs ;  becaufe,  they  faid,  the 
office  of  a  clergyman  was  enough  to  take  up  the 
whole  man.  For  the  fame  reaibn  they  were  very 
defirous  to  excufe  the  biihops  from  fitting  in  par- 
liament, that  they  might  be  at  more  leifure  to  itay 
at  home  and  look  after  the  inferior  clergy. 

I  ihall  mention  at  prefent  but  one  more  inftance 
of  their  pior.s  zeal  for  the  church.  They  had  ibme- 
where  heard  the  maxim,  That  fangui.s  martyrum 
eft  femcn  ecdeftcs  ;  therefore,  in  order  to  fow  this 
feed,  they  began  with  impeaching  a  clergyman  :  And 
that  it  might  be  a  true  martyrdom  in  every  circum- 
ftance,  they  proceeded  as  much  as  poffible  againft 
common  law  ;  which  the  long-robe  part  of  the  ma- 
nagers knew,  was  in  an  hundred  inflances  directly 
contrary  to  all  their  poiitions,  and  were  fufficuntly 
warned  of  it  beforehand  •  but  their  love  of  the 
church  prevailed.  Neither  was  this  impeachment 
an  affair  taken  up  on  a  fudden  ;  for  a  certain  grea 
perfon  (whole  character  hath  been  lately  publifhe  t 
by  forne  ftupid  and  lying  writer)  who  very  mucd 
diftinguimed  himfclf  by  his  zeal  for  forwarding  this 
impeachment  had  feveral  years  ago  endeavoured  to 
perfuade  the  late  King  to  give  way  to  juft  fuch 
another  attempt.  He  told  his  Majefty,  there  was  a 
certain  clergyman,  who  preached  very  dangerous 
fermons,  and  that  the  only  way  to  put  a  ftop  to 
fuch  infolence  was  to  impeach  him  in  parliament. 
The  King  inquired  the  character  of  the  man  :  "  O 

Sir,  faid  my   Lord,  the    moft  violent,  hot,   pofi- 
"  tive  fellow  in  England  ;  fo  extremely  wilful,  that 

"  I 
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S{  I  believe,  he  would  be  heartily  glad  to  be  a  mar- 
ft  tyr.  The  King  an  five  red,  Is  it  fo  ?  Then  I  am 
"  reiblved  to  difappint  him  ;"  and  would  never 
hear  more  of  the  matter  ;  by  which  that  hopeful 
project  unhappily  mifcarried. 

I  have  hitherto  confined  myfelf  to  thofe  endea- 
vours for  the  good  of  the  church,  which  were 
common  to  all  the  leaders  and  principal  men  of 
Qiir  party  ;  but,  if  my  paper  were  not  drawing  to- 
wards an  end,  I  could  produce  feveral  inftances  of 
particular  perfons,  who,  by  their  exemplary  lives 
and  actions,  have  confirmed  the  character  fo  juftly 
due  to  the  whole  body  I  {hall  at  prefent  mention 
only  two,  and  illuftrate  the  merits  of  each  by  a 
matter  of  fact. 

That  worthy  patriot  and  true  lover  of  the  church, 
whom  a  late  Examiner  is  fuppofed  to  reflect  on  un- 
der the  name  of  Verres,  felt  a  pious  impulfe  to  be  a 
benefactor  to  the  cathedral  of  Gloucefter  ;  but  how 
to  do  it  in  the  moft  decent  generous  manner,  was 
the  queftion.  At  lail  he  thought  of  an  expedient : 
one  morning,  or  night,  he  ftole  into  the  church, 
mounted  upon  the  altar,  and  there  did  that  which 
in  cleanly  phrafe  is  called  disburdening  of  nature. 
He  was  difcovered,  perfecuted,  and  condemned  to 
pay  a  thoufand  pounds  ;  which  fum  was  all  em- 
ployed to  fupport  the  church,  as,  no  doubt,  the  be- 
nefactor meant  it. 

There  is  another  perfon,  whom  the  fame  writer 
is  thought  to  point  at  under  the  name  of  Will  Bi- 
gamy. This  gentleman,  knowing  that  marriage- 
fees  were  a  considerable  perquiiite  to  the  clergy, 
found  out  a  way  of  improving  them  cent,  per  cent. 
for  the  good  of  the  church.  His  invention  was  to 
marry  a  fecond  wife,  while  the  firft  was  alive,  con- 
vincing her  of  the  lawfulnefs  by  fuch  arguments,  as 
he  did  not  doubt  would  make  others  follow  the  fame 
example.  Thefe  he  had  drawn  up  in  writing,  with 

intention 
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intention  to  publifli  for  the  general  gwd\  and  it  is 
hoped,  he  may  now  have  leifure  to  frniih.  them. 


No.  23.  Thurfday,  January  n.  1710. 

Bcttum  it  a  fufcipiat  ury  lit  nihil  aliud  U'fi  fax  outfits, 
videatur. 


T  AIM  fatisficcl,  that  no  reafonable  man.  of  either 
•••  party  can  juftly  be  offended  at  any  thing  I  faid 
in  one  of  my  papars  relating  to  the  army.  From 
the  maxims  I  there  laid  down  perhaps  many  per- 
fons  may  conclude,  that  I  had  a  mind,  the  world 
fhould  think  there  had  been  occalion  given  by 
ibme  lute  abufes  among  men  of  that  calling  ;  and 
they  conclude  right  ;  for  my  intention  is,  that  my 
hints  may  be  underftood,  and  my  quotations  and 
allegories  applied ;  and  I  am  in  fome  pain  to  think, 
that  in  the  Orcades  on  one  fide,  and  the  weftern 
coafts  of  Ireland  on  the  other,  the  Examiner  may 
want  a  key  in  feveral  parts,  which  I  wifh  I  could 
fiirniih  them  with.  As  to  the  French  King,  I  am 
under  no  concern  at  all :  I  hear  he  hath  left 
oft'  reading  my  papers,  and  by  what  he  hath 
found  in  them,  didikes  our  proceedings  more 
than  ever  ;  and  intends,,  either  to  make  great 
additions  to  his  armies,  or  propofe  new  terms 
for  a  peace.  So  falfe  is  that  which  is  com,- 
monly  reported  of  his  mighty  faisfaftion  in  our 
change  of  miniftry.  And  I  think  it  clear,  that  his 
late  letter  of  thanks  to  the  Tories  of  Great  Britain 
muft  either  have  been  extorted  from  him,  againft 
his  judgment  ^  or  was  a  caft  of  politics  to  fet  the 

people 
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people  againft  the  prefent  miniftry;  wherein  it  hath 
'wonderfully  fucceeded. 

But,  though  I  have  never  heard,  or  never  regard- 
ed,   any  objections  made  againft  that  paper  which 
mentions  the  army ;  yet  I  intend  this  as  a  fort  of 
apology  for  it.      And  firft  I  declare,    (becaufe  v/e 
live  in  a  miftaken  world),  tint  in  hinting  at  for., 
proceedings,  wherein  a  fe\v  perfons  are  iaici  to  be- 
concerned,  I  did  not  intend  to  charge   them   upon 
the  body  of  the  army,      i  have  too  much  detefted 
that  barbarous  injuitice  among  the  writers  of  a  late 
party  to  be  ever  guilty  of  it  myfelf ;    I  mean   the 
accufing  focieties  for  the  crimes  of  a  few.     On  the 
other  fide,  I  muft  take  leave  to  believe,  that  armies 
are  no  more  exempt  from  corruptions,  than  other 
numbers  of  men.     The  maxims  propofed  were  oc- 
calionally  introduced  by  the  report  of  certain  tacts, 
which  I  am  bound  to  believe  are  true,  becaufe  T  run 
iure,  considering  what  hath  palled,  it  would  br  a 
crime  o  think  other-wife.      All  pofts  in  the  army, 
all  employments  at  court,  and  many  others  are,   or 
ou-jb;  to  be,  given  and  refumed  at   the  mere  plea- 
fur  e  of  the  prince ;    yet  when  I  fee  a  great  officer 
broke,  a  change  made  in  the  court,  or  the  miniftry, 
and  this  under  the  moft  juft  and  gracious  princefs 
that  ever  reigned,   I  "muft  naturally  conclude,   it  is 
done  upon  prudent  considerations,  and  for  fonie 
great  demerit  in  the  furrerers.     But  then,  is  not  the 
punifhment  fufficient  ?  Is  it  generous  or  charitable 
to  trample  on  the  unfortunate,    and  expofe  their 
faults  to  the  world  in  the  ftrongeft  colours  ?  And 
would  it  not  fuit  better  with  magnanimitv     as  well. 

O  j    ' 

as  common  good  nature,  to  leave  them  at  quiet  to 
their  own  thoughts  and  repentance  ?  Yes,  without 
queftion  ;  provided  it  could  be  fo  contrived,  that 
their  very  names,  as  well  as  their  actions,  might  be 
forgotten  for  ever ;  fuch  an  act  of  oblivion  would 
be  for  tine  honour  of  our  nation,  and  beget  a  bet- 
ter opinion  of  us  with  pofterity  ;  and  then  I  might 

have 
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have  fpared  the  world  and  myfelf  the  trouble  of 
examining.  But  at  prefent  there  is  a  cruel  dilemma 
in  the  cafe  ;  tne  friends  and  abettors  of  the  late  mi- 
niftry  are  every  day  publishing  their  praifes  to  the 
world,  and  caf  ring  reflections  upon  the  prefent  per- 
fons  in  power.  This  is  fo  barefaced  an  afperiion 
upon  the  Queen,  that  I  know  not  how  any  good 
fubjcct  can  with  patience  endure  it,  although  he 
were  ever  fo  indifferent  with  regard  to  the  opinions 
in  difpute.  Shall  they  who  have  loft  all  power 
and  love  of  the  people,  be  allowed  to  fcatter  their 
poifon  ;  and  ihall  not  thofe,  who  are  at  leaft  of  the 
ilrongeft  iide,  be  fuffered  to  bring  an  antidote  ? 
and  how  can  we  undeceive  the  deluded  remainder, 
but  by  letting  them  fee,  that  thefe  difcarded  ftatef- 
men  were  juitly  laid  afide  ;  and  producing  as  many 
mftances  to  prove  it  as  we  can  ?  not  from  any  per- 
fonal  hatred  to  them,  but  in  juftification  to  the  bell: 
of  queens.  The  many  fcurrilities  I  have  heard  and 
read  againft  this  poor  paper  of  mine,  are  in  fuch  a 
ftrain,  that,  conlidering  the  prefent  ftate  of  affairs, 
they  look  like  a  ieft.  They  ufuallv  run  after  the 

'  J  *  * 

following  manner  :  "  What !  ihall  this  infolent 
"  writer  prefume  to  cenfure  the  late  miniftry,  the 
"  ableft,  the  moil:  faithful,  and  trueft  lovers  of 
(t  their  country  and  its  conftitution,  that  ever  ferv- 
<{  ed  a  prince  ?  Shall  he  reflect  on  the  beft  houfe 
".of  commons  that  ever  fat  within  thofe  walls? 
Hath  not  the  Queen  changed  both  for  a  miniftry 
and  parliament  of  Jacobites  and  highfliers,  who 
are  felling  us  to  France,  and  bringing  over  the 
ptetcndcr?'  This  is  the  very  ium  and  force  of 
all  their  reafonings,  and  this  is  their  method  of 
.complaining  againft  the  Examiner.  In  them  it  is 
humble  and  loyal  to  reflect  upon  the  Queen,  and 
the  miniftry  and  parliament  ihe  hath  chofcn  with 
the  univcrfal  applaufe  of  her  people  :  ir,  us  it  is  in- 
folent  to  defend  her  Majefty  and  her  choice,  or  to 

anfwer 
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fenfwer  their  objections  by  Shewing  the  reafons  why 
thofe  changes  were  neceffary. 

The  fame  ftyle  hath  been  ufed  in  the  late  cafe 
concerning  fome  gentlemen  in  the  army.  Such  a 
clamour  was  raifed  by  a  fet  of  men,  who  had  the 
boldnefs  to  tax  the  administration  with  cruelty  and 
injustice,  that  I  thought  it  neceffary  to  interfere  a 
little,  by  {hewing  the  ill  con-Sequences  that  might 
arife  from  fome  proceedings,  although  without  ap* 
plication  to  particular  perfons.  And  what  do  they 
offer  in  anfwer  ?  Nothing  but  a  few  common  places 
againft  calumny  and  informers ;  which  might  have 
been  full  as  juft  and  feafonable  in  a  plot  againft  the 
facred  perfon  of  the  Queen. 

But,  by  the  way,  why  are  thefe  idle  people  fo 
indifcreet  to  name  thofe  tivo  "words,  which  afford 
occafion  of  laying  open  to  the  world  fuch  an  infa- 
mous fcene  of  fubordination  and  perjury,  as  well  as 
calumny  and  informing,  as,  I  believe,  is  without 
example  ;  when  a  whole  cabal  attempted  an  acfion, 
wherein  a  condemned  criminal  *  refufed  to  join  with 
them  for  the  reward  of  his  life  ?  Not  that  I  difap- 
prove  their  iagaoity,  who  could  foretel  fo  long  be- 
fore by  what  hand  they  mould  one  day  fall,  and 
therefore  thought  any  means  justifiable,  by  which 
they  might  prevent  it. 

But  waving  this  at  prefent,  it  muft  be  owned  in 
juftice  to  the  army,  that  thofe  violences  did  not 
proceed  fo  far  among  them  as  fome  have  believed  ; 
nor  ought  the  madnefs  of  a  few  to  be  laid  at 
their  doors.  For  the  reft,  I  am  fo  far  from  de- 
nying the  due  praifes  to  thofe  brave  troops,  who 
did  their  part  in  procuring  fo  many  victories  for 
the  allies ;  that  I  could  with  every  officer  and  pri- 
vate foldier  had  their  full  Share  of  honour,  in 
proportion  to  their  deferts  ;  being  thus  far  of  the 
Athenians  mind,  who-,  when  it  w-as  propofed  that 

*  Greg. 
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the  frame  of  Miltiades  ihould  be  fet  up  alone  in 
fome  public  place  of  the  city,  laid,  they  would 
agree  to  it,  ivkenever  he  conquered  alone,  but  not 
before.  Neither  do  I  at  all  bhme  the  ofHcers  of 
the  army  for  preferring  in  their  hearts  the  late  mi- 
nift-ry  before  the  prefent  ;  or,  if  wiihing  alone  could 
be  of  any  u'fe,  for  wiihing  their  continuance,  be- 
caufe  then  thev  miqiit  be  fecure  of  the  war's  conti- 

j  O 

nuance  too ;  whereas,  i-ince  affairs  have  been  put 
into  other  hands,  they  may  perhaps  lie  under  fome 
appreheniions  of  a  peace ;  which,  no  army,  efpeci- 
aily  in  the  courfe  of  fuccefs,  was  ever  inclined  to  ; 
and  which  all  wife  ftates  have  in  iuch  a  juncture 
chiefly  endeavoured.  This  is  a  point  wherein  the 
civil  and  military  politics  have  always  difasreed :  and 

*     I  J  O 

for  that  reafon  I  affirmed  it  necefikiy  in  all  free 
governments,  that  the  latter  fhould  be  absolutely 
in  fubjection  to  the  former  ;  otherwife  one  of  thefe 
two  inconveniericies  muft  arife,  either  to  be  per- 
petually in  war,  or  to  turn  the  civil  inftittition  into 
a  military. 

I  am  ready  to  allow  all  that  hath  been  fa-id  of  the 
valour  and  experience  of  our  troops,  who  have 
fully  contributed  their  part  to  the  Great  fuccefles  <.- 

*  1  O 

broad  ;  nor  is  it  their  fault,  that  thole  important 
victories  had  no  better  confequences  at  home,  tho' 
it  may  be  their  advantage-.  Y\rar  is  their  trade  and 
bufinefs  :  to  improve  and  cultivate  the  ailvant: :.;  s 
of  Aicccftj  is  an  affiir  cf  die  cabinet ;  and  the  ne- 
glect of  this,  whether  p-  :  -"'ing  from  weakness 
or  corruption,  according  to  the  uiual  uncertainty 
of  Avais,,  may  be  of  the  mc'l;  fatal  confequence  to 
the  nation.-  r,  pray  Jet  me  rcprclent  our  condi- 

tion in  iucii  a  light,  as  I  believe  both  parties  wiil 
allow,  though  perhaps  not  the  conffcquenees  I  jfliall 
deduce  Irorn'  it.  Wo  have  been  for  above  nine 
years  blelTed  with  a  Queen,  who,  Derides  all  virtues- 
that  can  enter  into  the  compoiition  of  a  private 
perfon,  poileiTeth  cverv  re.ud  c|ualiuy  that  can  ron- 

]S  tribute 
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tribute  to  make  a  people  happy  :  of  great  wifdom, 
yet  ready  to  receive  the  advke  of  her  cotinfellors  : 
of  much  clifcernment  in  chufing  proper  dnftru- 
ments,  when  flie  follows  her  own  judgment ;  and 
onlv  capable  of  beinsr  deceived  by  that  excels  of 

*  j.  o  •  j 

goodneis,  which  makes  her  judge  of  others  by  her- 
ieif  :  frugal  in  her  management,  in  order  to  con- 
tribute to  the  public,  which  in  proportion  fhe  doth, 
and  that  voluntarily,  beyond  any  of  her  fubjects  ; 
but  from  her  own  nature  generous  and  charitable 
to  all  who  want  or  deferve ;  and,  in  order  to  ex- 
ercife  thofe  virtues,  denying  herfelf  all  entertain- 
ments of  expenfe,  which  many  others  enjoy.  Then, 
if  we  look  abroad,  at  leall  in  Flanders,  our  arms 
have  been  crowned  with  perpetual  fuccefs an  battles 
and  lieges;  not  to  mention  feveral  fortunate  actions 
in  Spain,  Thefe  faces  being  thus  ftated,  which 
none  can  deny  ;  it  is  natural  to  aik,  how  we  have 
improved  iuch  advantages,  and  to  what  account 
they  have  turned  ?  I  iliall  ufe  EO  difcouraging  terms. 
When  a  patient  grows  daily 'worfe  by  the  tamper- 
ing of  mountebanks,  there  is  nothing  left  but  to 
-call  in  the  beft  phyiicians,  before  the  cafe  grows 
defperate.  But  I  would  aik,  whether  France,  or 

anv  other  kingdom,  would  have  made  fo  little  ufe 

• 

of  fuch  prodigious  opportunities  ?  die  fruits  where- 
of could  never  have  fallen  to  the  ground  without 
the  extremefl  degree  of  folly  and  corruption  ;  and 
where  thofe  have  lain,  let  the  world  judge.  Inftead 
of  aiming  at  peace,  while  we  had  the  advantage  of 
the  war,  which  hath  beer,  the  perpetual  maxim  of 
all  wife  ftates,  it  hath  been  reckoned  factious  and 
malignant  even  to  exprefs  our  wiihes  for  it ;  and 
fuch  a  condition  impofed,  as  was  never  offered  to 
any  prince  who  had  an  inch  of  ground  to  difpute ; 
quts  enim  eft  ccnditio  pads,  in  qua  ci,  cum  quo  pacein 
facias,  mbil  concedi  pot  eft  ? 

It  is  not  obvious  to  conceive  what  could  move 
men,  who  fat  at  home,  and  were  called  to  confult 

upon 
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upon  the  good  of  the  kingdom,  to  be  fo  utterly  a- 
verfe  from  putting  an  end  to  a  long,  expenfive  war, 
which  the  victorious,  as  well  as  conquered  fide, 
were  heartily  weary  of.  Few,  or  none  of  them, 
were  men  of  the  fword  ;  they  had  no  ihare  in  the 
honour  ;  they  had  made  large  fortunes,  and  were 
at  the  head  of  all  affairs.  But  they  well  knew  by 
what  tenure  they  held  their  power  ;  that  the  Queui 
faw  through  their  deilgns  ;  that  they  had  entirely 
loft  the  hearts  of  the  clergy  ;  that  the  landed  men 
were  againft  them ;  that  they  were  detefted  by  tlw  bor- 
dy  of  the  people ;  and  that  nothing  bore  them  up  Hit 
their  credit  with  the  bank,  and  other  ftocks,  which 
would  be  neither  formidable  nor  ncceilarv,  when 
die  war  was  at  end.  For  thefe  reafons  they  refolv- 
td  to  difappoint  all  overtures  of  a  peace,  until  they 
and  their  party  Jhowld  be  fo  deeply  rooted,  as  to 
make  it  impoilible  to  ihake  them.  To  this  end 
they  began  to  precipitate  matters  fo  faft,  as  in  a  lit- 
tle time  muft  have  ruined  the  coni'lit-ation,  if  the 
crown  had  not  interpofed.  and  rather  ventured  the 
accidental  effects  of  their  malice,  than  fuch  dread- 
ful confequences  of  their  power.  And  indeed,  if 
the  former  danger  had  been  greater  than  feme 
hoped  or  feared,  I  fee  no  difficulty  in  the  choice, 
which  was  the  fame  with  his,  who  faiJ,  ((  he  had 
"  rather  be  devoured  by  wolves  than  by  rat?."  I 
therefore  ftill  infift,  thfct  we  cannot  wonder  at,  or 
find  fault  with  the  army  for  concurring  with  the 
miniftry,  which  was  for  prolonging  the  var.  The 
inclination  is  natural  in  them  all  ;  pardonable  in 
thofe  who  have  not  yet  made  their  fortunes  ;  and 
as  lawful  in  the  reft,  as  love  of  power,  or  love  of 
money,  can  make  it.  But  as  natural,  as  pardona- 
ble, and  as  lawful  as  this  inclination  is,  vhen  it  is 
not  under  check  of  the  civil  power,  or  when  a  cor- 
rupt miniftry  joins  in  giving  it  too  great  a  fcope, 
the  confequence  can  be  nothing  lefs,  than  infallible 
ruin  and  flawy  to  a  ftate. 

B  2  After 
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Ate  I  had  fimihed  this  paper,  the  printer  fent 
me  two  fmaii  pamphlets,  called.  The  manage- 
ment of  the  war  ;  written  with  feme  plauiibiliT- 
ty,  much  artifice,  and  abundance  of  rnifrepre- 
fentatlons,  as-  well  i  s  direct  falfehoods  in  point 
of  fact.  Theie  I  have  thought  worth  examin- 
ing, which  I  ftiall  accordingly  do,  when  I  find 
an  opportunity. 


No  24.     Thurfday,  JaunaryiS.    1710. 

Parva  momenta  in  fpem  metumque  impelkini  am- 
mcs. 

T  TOPES  are  natural  to  moft  men,  efpecially  to 

•"  fanguine  complexions  ;  and  among  the  various 

changes  that  happen  in  the  courfe  of  public  affairs, 

they  are  feldom  without  fome  grounds.     Even  in 

defperate  cafes,  where  it  is  impoiiible  they  fhould 

have  any  foundation,    they  are   often   affected   to 

keep  a  countenance,  and  make  an  enemy  think  we 

have  fome  reconrfe,  which  they  know  nothing  of. 

This  appears  to  have  been  for  feveral  months  pail 

the  condition  of  thofe  people,  whom  I  am  forced, 

for-  want  of  other  phrafes,   to  call  the  ruined  party. 

They  have  taken  up  fince  their  fall  fome  real  and 

fome  peetended  hopes.    When  the  Earl  of  Sunder- 

land  was  difrardecl,   they  boped  her  Majefty  would 

proceed  no  farther  in  the  change  of  her  miniftry  ; 

and  had  the  infolence  to  mifreprefent  her  words  to 

foreign  fcates.     They  hoped,    nobody  durft   advife 

the  diiTolution  of  the  parliament.     When  this  was 

done,  and  further  alterations  made  in  court,  j:hey 

hoped,  and  endeavoured  to  ruin  the  credit  of  the. 

nation 
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nation.  They  likewife  hoped,  that  we  mould  have 
ibmc  terrible  lofs  abroad,  wliich  would  force  us  to 
unravel  all,  and  begin  again  UDOII  their  bottom. 

t_^  \— '  A 

But,  of  all  their  hopes,  whether  real  or  a  {Turned, 
there  is  none  more  extraordinary  than  that  which 
they  now  would  feern  to  place  their  whole  confi- 
dence in  :  that  this  great  turn  of  affairs  was  only 
occasioned  by  a  fhort  madnefs  of  the  people,  from 
vshich  they  will  recover  in  a  little  time,  when  their 
eyes  are  opened,  and  they  grow  cool  and  iober  e- 
nouffh  to  ccnfider  the  truth  of  things,  and  how 

^J  O     ' 

much  they  have  been  deceived.     It  is  not  imnroba- 

f  A 

ble,  that  fome  few  of  the  deeper!  lighted  among 
thefe  reafoners  are  well  enough  convinced,  how 
vain  all  fucli  bopts  muft  be  :  but  for  the  reft,  the 
wilelr  of  them  feem  to  have  been  very  ill  judges  of 
the  people's  difpoiltions  ;  the  want  of  which  know- 
ledge was  a  principal  occaflon  to  ha  Ren  their  ruin  : 
for  furely,  had  they  fufpeclxxl  which  way  the  po- 
pular current  inclined,  they  never  would  have  run. 
againft  it  by  that  impeachment.  I  therefore  con- 
clude, they  generally  arc?  Ib  blind,  as  to  imagine: 
ibme  comfort  from  this  fantaftical  .opinion  ;  that 
the  people  of  England  are  at  prcfent  diflracted,  but 
*vill  ihortly  come  to  their  fenjes  -again.. 

For  the  fervice  therefore  oi:  'our  adverfaries  and 
friends,  I  ihall  briefly  examine  this  point,  by  {hew- 
ing what  are  the  cauies  and  fymptoms  of  a  people's 
madnefs  ;  and  how  it  differs  from  their  natural 
bent  and  inclination. 

It  is  MachiaveTs  obfcrvation,  that  the  people, 
when  left  to  their  own  judgment,  do  feldom  miftake 
their  true  interefls  ;  and  indeed  they  naturally  love 
the  conftitution  they  are  born  under  ;  jiever  dchr- 
ing  to  change,  but  under  great  opprcillons.  How- 
ever,  they  are  to  be  deceived  by  feveral  means.  It 
hath  often  happened  in  Greece,  and  fometimes  ia 
Rome,  that  thofe  very  men  who  have  contributed 
to-fliake.  off  a  former  tyrannv.  h;i\c.  inltcad  of 
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reftoring  the  old  conftitmion,  deluded  die  people 
into  a  worfe  and  more  ignominious  flavery.     Be- 
iides,  all  great  changes  have  the  fame  effecit  upon 
commonwealths,   that  thunder  hath  upon  liquors, 
making  the  dregs  fly  up  to  the  top  ;  the  loweft  ple- 
beians'rife  to  the  head  of  affairs  ;    and  there  pre- 
fer ve  themfelves,  by  reprefenting  the  nobles,  and 
other  friends  to  the  old  government,  as  enemies  to 
the  public.     The  encouraging  of  new  myfteries  and 
new  deities,  with  the  pretences  of  farther  purity  in 
religion,  hath  likewiie   been   a  frequent   topic   to 
miifead  the  people.     And  not  to  mention  more, 
the   promoting  falfe   reports   of  dangers  from   a- 
bro.idj  hath  often   ferved   to   prevent  them  from 
fencing  againil  real  dangers  at  home.    By  thefe,  and 
the  like  arts,   in  conjunction  with  a  great  depravity 
of  manners,  and  a  weak  or  corrupt  administration, 
the  madnefs  of  the  people   hath   rifen   to   fuch   a 
height  as  to  break  in  pieces  the  whole  frame  of  the 
beft  iiiftitutecl  governments.     But,  however,  fuch 
great  phrenzies,  being  artificially  railed,  are  a  per- 
fect force  and  constraint  upon  human  nature;   and 
under  a  wife  fteady  prince  will  certainly  decline  of 
thernfelves,  fettling  like  the  fea  after  a  ftorm  ;   and 
then  the  true   bent  and  genius  of  the   people  will 
appear.     Ancient  and  modern  flory  are  full  of  in- 
flances  to  illuftrate  what  I  fay. 

In  our  own  iiland  we  had  a  great  example  of  a 
long  madnefs  in  the  people,  kept  up  by  a  thoufand 
-artifices,  like  intoxicating  medicines,  until  the  con.- 
frltution  was  deftrcyed  ;  yet  "the  malignity  being 
fpentj  and  the  humour  exhauftcd  that  ferved  to  fo- 
ment.it,  before  the  ufurpers  could  fix  upon  a  new 
fcherne,  the  people  fucldenly  recovered,  and  peace- 
ably reftored  the  old  conftirution. 

From  what  I  have  offered,  it  will  be  eafy  to  de- 
cide, whether  this  late  change  in  the  difpofition  of 
the  people  was  a  new  madnefs,  or  a  recovery  from 
an  old  one.     Neither  do  I  fee  how  it  can  be  prov- 
ed,, 
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ed,  that  fucli  a  change  had  in  any  circumftance  the 
leaft  fymptoms  of  rnadnefs,  whether  my  defcrip- 
tion  of  it  be  right  or  no.  It  is  agreed,  that  the 
trueft  way  of  judging  the  difpofition  of  the  people 
in  the  choice  of  their  reprefentatives  is  by  comput- 
ing the  country-elections  ;  and  in  thefe  it  is  mani- 
feft,  that  five  in  fix  are  entirely  for  the  prefent 
meafures  ;  although  the  court  was  fo  far  from  in- 
terpofmg  its  credit,  that  there  was  no  change  in  the 
admiralty,  not  above  one  or  two  in  the  lieutenan- 
cy, nor  any  other  methods  ufecl  to  influence  elec- 
tions. The  free,  unextortecl  addrefTes  fent.  fome 
time  before  from  every  part  of  the  kingdom, 
plainly  fhewcd,  what  fort  of  bent  the  people  had 
taken,  and  from  what  motives.  The  election  of 
members  for  this  great  city,  carried,  contrary  to 
all  conjecture,  againft  the  united  intereft  of  thofe 
two  great  bodies,  the  Bank  and  Eaft-India  compa- 
ny, was  another  convincing  argument.  Beiicles, 
the  Wings  theinfelves  have  always  confefTed,  that 
the  bulk  of  landed  men  in  England  was  generally 
of  Tones.  So  that  this  change  muft  be  allowed  to 
be  according  to  the  natural  genius  and  difpofition 
of  the  people  ;  whether  it  were  juft  and  reafonable 
in  itfelf  or  no. 

Notwithstanding  all  which,  you  fliall  frequently 
hear  the  partifans  of  the  late  men  in  power  gravely 
and  decisively  pronounce,  that  the  prefent  minrftry 
cannot  poilibly  Stand.  Now,  they  who  aflirm  this, 
if  they  believe  themfelves,  mult  ground  their  opi- 
nion upon  the  iniquity  of  the  lajl  being  fo  far  efta- 
bliihed  and  deeply  rooted,  that  no  endeavours  of 
honed  men  will  be  able  to  reStore  things  to  their 
former  State.  Or  elfe  thefe  reafoners  have  been  fo 
inifled  by  twenty  years  mifmanagement,  that  they 
have  forgot  our  constitution,  and  talk  as  if  our 
monarchy  and  revolution  began  together.  But  the 
body  of  the  people  is  wifer  ;  and  by  the  choice  they 
have  made,  iliew  they  do  understand  our  conStitu- 

tion, 
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tion,  and  would  bring  it  back  to  the  old  form  ; 
which  if  the  new  minifters  take  care  to  maintain, 
they  will  and  ought  to  ftand ;  otherwife  they  may 
fall  like  their  predeceflbrs  But,  I  think,  we  may 
eafiiy  forefee  what  a  parliament,  freely  chofen, 
without  threatening  or  corruption,  is  likely  to  do, 
when  no  man  {hall  be  in  any  danger  to  lofe  his 
flffce-  by  the  freedom  of  his  voice. 

But  who  are  thofe  advancers  of  this  opinion, 
that  the  prefent  miniftry  cannot  hold  ?  It  muft  be 
ekHer  fuch  as  are  afraid  to  be  called  to  an  account,. 
in  cafe  it  iliould  hold  :  or  thofe  who  keep  offices, 
from  which  others,  better  qualified,  were  removed, 
and  may  reafonably  apprehend  to  be  turned  out 
for  worthier  men  to  come  into  their  places  ;  fince 
perhaps  it  will  be  necefTary  to  make  fome  changes, 
that  the  public  buiinefs  of  the  nation  may  go  on  : 
or,  laftly,  Jlockjebbcrs*  who  induftrioully  fpread 
fuch  reports,  that  actions  may  fall,  and  their  friends 
buy  to  advantage'. 

Yet  thefe  hopes,  thus  freely  exprefTed,  as  they 
are  more  fincere,  fo  they  are  more  fupportable, 
than  when  they  appear  under  the  difguife  and  pre- 
tence of  fears.  Some  of  thefe  gentlemen  are  em- 
ployed to  {hake  their  heads  in  proper  companies  ; 
to  doubt  where  all  this  will  end  ;  to  be  in  mighty 
pain  for  the  nation  ;  to  fhew  how  impofllble  it  is^ 
that  the  public  credit  can  be  fupported  ;  to  pray 
that  all  may  do  well  in  whatever  hands  ;  but  very 
much  to  doubt  that  the  pretender  is  at  the  bottom. 
I  know  not  any  thing  fo  nearly  refembling  this  be- 
haviour, as  what  I  have  often  feen  among  the 
friends  of  a  fick  man,  whofe  intereft  it  is  that  he 
ihould  die.  The  phyiicians  proteft  they  fee  no 
danger,  the  fymptoms  are  good,  the  medicines  an- 
fwer  expectation  ;  yet  {till  they  are  not  to  be  com- 
forted ;  they  whifper,  he  is  a  gone  man,  it  is  not 
poffible  he  mould  hold  out ;  he  hath  perfect  death 
in  his  face  }  they  never  liked  his  doctor.  At  laft, 

the 
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the  patient  recovers,  and  their  joy  is  as  falfe  as  their 
grief. 

I  believe  there  is  no  man  fo  fanguine,  who  did 
not  apprehend  ibme  ill  confequencts  from  the  late 
change  ;  though  not  in  any  proportion  to  the  good 
ones  :  hut  it  is  manifeft,  the  former  have  proved 
much  fewer  and  lighter  than  were  expected,  t  or 
at  home  or  abroad,  by  the  fears  of  our  friends,  or 
the  hopes  of  our  enemies.  Thofe  remedit  i  that 
flir  the  humours  in  a  difeafed  body,  are  at  fir  ft 
more  painful  than  the  malady  itfelf ;  yet  certain 
death  is  the  confequence  of  deferring  them  too 
long.  Actions  have  fallen,  and  the  loans  are  faicl 
to  eome  in  flowly.  But  befides  that,  fomething  of 
this  mull  have  been  whether  there  had  been  any 
change  or  no  :  befides  that  the  furprife  of  every 
change,  for  the  better  as  well  as  the  worfe,  is  apt 
to  affect  credit  for  a  while ;  there  is  a  farther  rea- 
fon,  which  is  plain  and  fcandalous.  When  the  late 
party  was  at  the  helm,  thofe  who  were  called  the 
Tories,  never  put  their  refentments  in  balance  with 
the  fafety  of  the  nation  :  but  chearfully  contribut- 
ed to  the  common  caufe  j  now  the  fcene  is  chang- 
ed, the  fallen  party  feems  to  act  from  very  differ- 
ent motives  ;  they  have  given  the  word  about ;  they 
will  keep  their  money,  and  be  paflive ;  and  in  this 
point  ftand  upon  the  fame  foot  with  Paptfls  and 
Nofijurors.  What  would  have  become  of  the  pub- 
lic, if  the  prefent  great  majority  had  acted  thus 
during  the  late  adminiftration,  before  the  others 
were  mailers  of  that  wealth  they  have  fqueezed  out 
of  the  landed  men,  and  with  the  flrength  of  which 
they  would  now  hold  the  kingdom  at  defiance  ? 

Thus  much  I  have  thought  to  fay,  without  point- 
ing reflections  upon  any  particular  perfon,  which  I 
have  hitherto  but  fparingly  done,  and  that  only  to- 
wards thofe  whofe  characters  are  too  profligate, 
that  the  managing  of  them  fhould  be  of  any  con- 
fequence. Befides,  as  it  is  a  talent  I  am  not  natu- 
rally 
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rally  fond  of;  fo,  in  the  fubjects  I  treat  it  is  gene- 
rally needlefa.  If  I  difplay  the  effects  of  avarice 
and  ambition,  of  bribery  and  corruption,  of  grois 
immorality  and  irreligion  ;  thofe  who  are  the  leaft 
converfant  in  things,  will  eafily  know  where  to  ap- 
ply them.  Not  that  I  lay  any  'weight  upon  the  ob- 
jections of  fuch  who  charge  me  with  this  proceed- 
ing :  it  is  notorious  enough,  that  the  writers  of  the 
other  fide  were  the  firft  agreiTors.  Not  to  mention 
their  fcurrilous  libels,  many  years  ago,  directly  le* 
veiled  at  particular  perfons  ;  how  many  papers  do 
now  come  out  every  week,  full  of  rude  invectives 
again  ft  the  prefent  miniftry,  with  the  firft  and  laft 
letters  of  their  names  to  prevent  miftakes  ?  It  is 
good  Ibmetimes  to  let  thefe  people  fee,  that  we 
neither  want  fpirit  nor  materials  to  retaliate  ;  and 
therefore,  in  this  point  alone,  I  {hall  follow  their 
example,  whenever  I  find  myfelf  fufficiently  pro- 
voked ;  only  with  one  addition,  that  whatever 
charges  I  bring,  either  general  or  particular,  {hall 
be  religioufly  true,  founded  either  upon  avowed 
facts,  which  none  can  deny,  or  fuch  as  I  can  prove 
from  my  own  knowledge. 

Being  refolved  publicly  to  confefs.  any  miftakes  I 
have  been  guilty  of,  I  do  hereby  humbly  cTefire  the 
reader's  pardon  for  one  of  mighty  importance,  a- 
bout  a  fact  in  one  of  my  papers,  faid  to  be  done  irt 
the  cathedral  of  Gloticefter.  A  whole  hydra  of 
errors  in  two  words !  For,  as  I  am  fince  informed, 
k  was  neither  in  the  cathedral,  nor  city,  nor  coun- 
ty of  Gloucefter,  but  fome  other  church  of  that 
diocefe.  If  I  had  ever  met  any  other  objection  of 
equal  weight,  although  from  the  mcaneft  hands,  I: 
Should  certainly  have  anfwered  it. 
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i?,   TO  ^sv   rvpirctv  Inl  rt  Ty 
xetlot,,  rav 


Summtffa  quadam  voce  collocuti  funt^  quorum  fumrna 
eraf  de  dominations  Jibi  conjirmanda9  ac  inimich 
delendis,  conjuratio. 


N 


OT  many  days  ago  I  obfer\red  a  knot  of  difcori- 
tented  gentlemen,  curfing  the  Tories  to  hell  for 
their  uncharitablenefs  in  affirming,  that,  if  the  late 
miniftrv  had  continued  to  this  time,  \vre  fhould  have 

*  7 

had  neither  church  nor   monarchy  left.     They  are 
uiually  fo  candid,  as  to  call -that  ;the  opinion  of  the 
party,  which  they  hear  in  a  coffee-houfe,  or  over  a 
bottle,  from  fome  warm  young  people,  whom  it  is 
odds  but  they  have  provoked  to  lay  more  than  they 
believed,  by  fome  portions  as   abfurd   and   ridicu* 
Ions  of  their  own.     And  fo  it  proved  in  this  very 
inftance  :  for,  aildng  one  of  thefe  gentlemen  what 
it  was  that  provoked  thofe  he  had  been  difputing 
with,  to  advance  fuch  a  paradox  ;    he  affured  me 
in  a  very  calm  manner,  it  was  nothing  in  the  world 
but  that  himfclf  and  fome  others  of  the  company 
had  made  it  appear,  that  the  delign  of  the  prefent 
parliament  and  miniftry  was  to  bring  in  Popery,  ar- 
bitrary power^  and  the  pretender :  which  I  take  to 
be  an  opinion  fifty  times  more  improbable,  as  well 
as  more  uncharitable,  than  what  is  charged  upon 
the  Whigs  :  becaufe  I  defy  our  adverfaries  to  pro- 
duce one  (ingle  reafon  for  fufpecling  fuch  deiigns 
in  the  perfons  now  at  the  helm  ;   whereas  I  can, 

upon 
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"upon  demand,  produce  twenty  to  {hew,  that  fome 
late  men  had  fho-ig  views  towards  a  commonwealth^ 
a*nd  the  alteration  of  the  church. 

It  is  natural  indeed,  when  a  ftorm  is  over,  that 
]  ath  only  untiled  our  houfes  and  blown  down 
fome  of  our  -chimneys,  to  confider  what  farther 

^      * 

mifchiefs  might  have  enfued,  if  it  had  Lifted  long- 
er. However,  in  the  prefeht  cafe  I  am  not  of  the 

opinion  above  mentioned.  I  believe  the  church 
and  fcate  might  have  lafted  fomewhat  longer  t  al- 
though the  late  enemies  to  both  had  done  their 
worft.  I  can  hardly  conceive,  how  things  would 
have  been  foon  ripe  for  a  new  revolution.  I  am 
convinced,  that  if  they  had  offered  to  make  fuch 
large  and  Hidden  ftrides,  it  muft  have  come  to 
blows  :  ands  according  to  the  computation  we  have 
now  reafon  to  think  a  right  one,  I  can  partly  guefs 
what  would  have  been  the  iilue.  Beiides,  we  are 
fure  the  Queen  would  have  interpofed,  before  they 
came  to  extremities;  and  as  little  as  thev regarded 

•*  O 

the  regal  authority,  would  have  been  a  check  in 
their  career. 

But,  iiiftead  of  this  queftion,  what  would  have 
been  the  confequence,  if  the  late  miniftry  had  con- 
tinued ?  I  will  propofe  another,  which  will  be  more 
life ful  for  us  to  confider  ;  and  that  is,  What  ii'e  may 
reafcnably  exp-cfi  they  luill  do,  if  ever  they  came  into 
pciver  a^aln  ?  This,  we  know,  is  the  deilgn  and 
endeavour  of  &11  thofe  fcribblers  which  daily  11  y  a- 
bout  in  their  favour ;  of  all  the  falfe,  infolent,  and 
fcandalous  libels  againft  theprefent  adminiftration ) 
an:l  of  all  thofe  engines  fet  at  work  to  link  the  ac- 
tions.  and  blow  up  the  public  credit.  As  for  thofe 
\vho  fliew  their  inclinations  by  writing,  there  is  one 
consideration,  which  I  wonder  cloth  not  fometlmes 
affect  them  :  for  how  can  they  forbear  having  a 
good  opinion  of  the  gentlenefs  and  innocence  of 
tho^e  who  permit  them  to  employ  their  pens  as  they 
do  ?  It  puts  me  in  mind  of  an  iniblent,  pragmatical 

orator 
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orator  fomewhere  in  Greece,  who,  railing  with 
great  freedom  at  the  chief  men  in  the  ftate,  was 
anfwered  by  one  who  had  been  very  inftrumemal 
in  recovering  the  liberty  of  the  city,  'that  he  thanked 
the  gods,  they  had  vow  arrived  to  the  condition  he  al- 
ways rwi/ked  them  in,  -when  eve^y  man  hi  that  city 
might  fecurely  fay  ivhat  he  pi  a  fed.  \  wim  theie  gen- 
ii cmen  would  however  compare  the  liberty  they 
take,  with  what  their  mailers  ufed  to  give  ;  how 
many  mefTengers  and  warrants  would  have  gone 
out  againft  any,  who  durft  have  opened  their  lips, 
or  drawn  their  pens,  againft  the  perfons  and  pro- 
ceedings of  their  juntos  and  cabals  ?  How  would 
thsir  weekly  writers  have  been  calling  out  for  pro- 
fecution  and  puniJLment  ?  We  remember,  when  a 
poor  nickname  *,  borrowed  from  an  old  play  of 
An  Johnfoa,  and  mentioned  in  a  fermon.  without 
any  particular  application,  was  made  ule  of  as  a 
motive  to  fptir  on  an  impeachment.  But  after  all 
it  muft  be  confefled,  they  had  reaibns  to  be  thus 
fevcre,  which  their  iuccefibrs  have  not  :  Their 
faults  would  never  endure  the  light  ;  and  to  have 
expofed  them  fooner,  would  have  raifed  the  king- 
dom againft  the  actors,  before  the  proper  time. 

But  to  come  to  the  iubject  I  have  now  underta- 
ken, which  is  to  examine  what  the  confequenccs 
would  be,  upon  fuppofltion  that  the  Whigs  were 
now  rcftored  to  their  power  :  I  already  imagine  the 
praliit  free  parliament  difTolved,  and  another  of  a 
different  epithet  met  by  the  force  of  money  and 
management.  I  read  immediately  a  dozen  or  two 
ilinging  votes  againft  the  proceedings  of  the  late 
mimftiy.  The  bill  f  now  to  be  repealed  would 
then  be  re-enacled,  and  the  birth-right  of  an  Eng- 
lifhman  reduced  again  to  the  value  of  twelve  pence. 
But  to  give  tl;e  reader  a  ftrongcr  imagination  of 

Volpone  was  a  nickname   given  to  Lord  Trcafurtr  Gi/dolphi*i. 
f  A  bill  tor  a  general  naturalization. 

VOL.  III.  C'  fnch 
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fuch  a  fcene,  let  me  reprefent  the  defigns  of  fome 
men,  lately  endeavoured  and  projected,  in  the 
form  of  a  paper  of  votes. 

"  Ordered, 

(<  That  a  bill  be  brought  in  for  repealing  the  fa* 
*'  cramentalieft. 

u  A  petition  of  Tindal,  Collins,  Clendon, 
*'  Coward,  and  Toland,  in  behalf  of  themfelves 
"  and  many  hundreds  of  their  difciples,  fome  of 
*'  whom  are  members  of  this  honourable  hotife ; 
"  deiiring  that  leave  may  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill 
"  for  qualifying  Aiheifts,  Deifls,  and  Socinians  to 
*'  fcrve  their  country  in  any  employment,  eccleiia- 
44  llical,  civil,  or  military. 
"  Ordered, 

"  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  accor- 
*'  ding  to  the  prayer  of  the  faid  petition  ;  and 
*'  that  Mr.  Lechmere  *  do  prepare  and  bring  in 
**  the  fame. 

<*  Ordered, 

"  That  a  bill  be  brought  in  for  removing  the 
**  education  of  youth  out  of  the  hands  of  the  cler- 

«    gy. 

c<  Another  to  forbid  the  clergy  preaching  cer« 
tc  tain  duties  ia  religion ;  efpecially  obedience  to 
*'  princes. 

'*  Another  to  take  away  the  jurifdiftion  of  bi- 
*<  fliops. 

*'  Another  for  continuing  a  general  for  life ; 
"  with  inftruclions  to  the  committee,  that  care 
"  may  be  taken  to  make  the  war  lail  as  long  as  the 
<c  life  of  the  faid  general. 

"  A  bill  of  attainder  againft  James  Duke  of  Or- 
"  mond,  John  Duke  of  Buckinham,  Laurence 
(t  Earl  of  Pvochefler,  Sir  Simon  Harcourt,  Knt, 

*  .Mr.  Lechmere  was  one  of  th?  managers  againft  Dr.  Siicheverel, 
and  fummed  up  the  evidence. 

«  Robert 
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^  Robert  Harley  and  William  Shippcn,  Efquires, 
**   Abigail  Mailiam,  fpinfter,  and  others,  lor  high 
w  treafon  againft  the  junto. 
"  Refolved, 

t(  That  Sarah  Duchefs  of  Maryborough  hath  been 
*'  a  mo  ft  dutiful,,  juil,  and  grateful  ilrvant  to  her 
"  Majefty. 

"  Refolved, 

"  That  to  advife  the  dnTolution  of  a  Whig  par- 
"  liament,.    or  the  removal  of  a  Whig  ministry, 
ft  was  in  order  to  bring  in  Popery  and  the  pretend- 
"  er  ;  and  that  the  laid  advice  was  high  treafon, 
"  Rtfoivid, 

"  That,  by  the  original  compel*  the  govern - 
u  ment  of  this  realm  is  by  a  junto,  and  a  King,  or 
"  Queen  ;  but  the  admimjlr ation  iblely  in  ihejun* 
"  to7 

"  Ordered, 

"  That  a  bill  be  brought  in  for  farther  limiting 
"  the  prerogative. 
* '  Ordered, 

"  That  it  be  a  {landing  order  of  this  houfe,  thut 
st  the  merit  of  elections  be  not  determined  by  the 
"  number  of  voices,  or  right  of  electors,  but  by 
*'  weight  ;  and  that  one  Whig  {hall  weigh  down 
"  ten  Tones. 

"  A  motion  being  made,  and  the  queftion  being 
"  put,  that  when  a  Whig  is  detected  of  manifeft 
"  bribery,  and  his  competitor,  being  a  Tory,  hath 
"  ten  to  one  a  majority,  there  {hall  be  a  new  elec- 
**  tion  ;  it  paiTed  in  the  negative. 
"  Refclved, 

"  That  for  a  King  or  Queen  of  this  realm  to 
<:  read  or  examine  a  paper  brought  them  to  be 
*'  {ignecl  by  a  junto  minuter,  is  arbitrary  and  iile- 
•"*  gal,  and  a  violation  of  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 


Thefe,  and  the  like  reformations,  would  in  all 

C  2  probability 
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probability  be  the  firft  fruits  of  the  Whigs  refurrec- 
tion  •   and'  what  ftructures  fuch  able  artifts   might 
in   a  ihort    time  build   upon  fuch  foundations,    I 
leave  others  to  conjecture.     All  hopes  of  a  peace 
cut  off;  the  nation  induftrioufiy  involved  in  farther 
debts,  to  a  degree  that  none  would  dare  undertake 
the  management  of  affairs,  but  thofe  whofe  interefl 
lay  in  ruining  the  conftitution.     I  do  not  fee,  how 
the  wifeft  prince  under  fuch  neceffities  could  be  a- 
ble  to   extricate  himfelf.     Then  a-s   to  the  church'; 
the  brfhops  would  by  degrees  be  difminecl,  firft  from 
the  parliament,  next  from  their  revenues,  and  at 
laft  from  their  office ;   and  the  clergy,  inftead   of 
their  idle  claim  of  independency  on  the  ftate,  would 
be  forced  to  depend  for  their  daily  bread  on  every 
individual.    But  what  fyftem  of  future  government 
was  defigned;  whether  it  were  already  digefted,  or 
would  have     been    left    for    time    and   incidents 
to  mature,  I  fliall  not  now  examine.     Only  upon 
this  occaiion  I   cannot  help  reflcfting    on   a  fad, 
which  it  is  probable  the  reader  knows  as  well  as 
myfelf .     There  was  a  picture  drawn  fome  time  ago, 
reprefenting  five  perfons  as  large  as  the  life,  fitting 
in  council  together,  like  a  pentarchy  ;   a  void  fpace 
was  left  for   a  fixth,  which  was  to  have  been  the 
Queen,  to  whom  they  intended  that  honour  :  brut 
her  Majefty  having  fiiice  fallen  under  their  difplea- 
fure,  they  have  made  a  ihift  to  eroud  in  two  better 
friends,  in  her  place,    which  makes  it  a  complete 
'heptarchy  *,     This  piece  is  now  in  the  country,  re- 
ferved  until  better  times  ;  and  hangs  in  a  hall  a- 
mong  the  pictures  of  Cromwell,    Bradihaw,   Ire- 
ton,  and  fome  other  predecefTors. 

I  rnuft  now  clefire  leave  to  %  fomething  to  a 
gentleman,  who  hath  been  pleafed  to  publifh  a  dif- 
courfe  againft  a  paper  of  mine  relating  to  the  con 

*  This  heptarchy  was  the  ferment  ^vith  fevcn  heads,,  mentioned  ir 
No  21.  zt* 

vocation 
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vocation.  He  prornifeth  to  "  fet  me  right  without 
'*  any  undue  reflections,  or  indecent  language."  I 
fuppofe  he  means,  in  companion  with  others,  who 
pretend  to  anfwer  the  Examiner.  So  far  he  is  right; 
but  if  he  thinks  he  hath  behaved  himfelf  as  becomes 
a  candid  anta^oniir,  I  believe  he  is  mifhiken.  He 

o 

fays  in  his  title-page,  my  reprefsntations  are  unfair? 
and  my  reflections  unjitft :  and  his  conclufion  is  yet 
more  ievere  ;  where  he  "  doubts  I  and  my  friends 
"  are  enraged  againft  the  Dutch,  becauft  they  pre~ 
"  ferved  us  from  Popery  and  arbitrary  power  at 

I  ^  *         A 

"  the  revolution  :  and  iince  that  time  from  bcinn 

'  O» 

"  over-run  by  the  exorbitant  power  of  France,  and 
**  becoming  a  prey  to  the  Pretender,"  Becaufr. 
this  author  feerns  in  general  10  write  v;i than  honerr 

O 

meaning,  I  would  ferioufly  put  to  him  the  quetlion, 
whether  he  thinks,  "  I  and  my  friends  are  for 
tf  Popery,  arbitrary  power,  France,  and  the  pre- 
"  tender  ?"  I  omit  other  inftrmces  of  fnr.ulcr  mo- 
ment, \vhich  however  do  not  fait  in  my  opinion 
with  due  reflect isn,  or  decent  language.  Tii.j  fact  re- 
lating to  the  convocation  came  from  a  good  hand  ; 
and  I  do  not  find  this  author  diiters  from  rue  in  any 
material  circuinftance  about  it.  My  njdeetions 
were  no  more,  than  what  mirfit  be  obvi-.:v.i-  to  anv 

'  O  * 

other  gentleman,  who, had  heard  of  their  late  pro- 
ceedings. If  the  notion  be  right,  which  this  anther 
gives  us  of  a  lower  houfe  of  convocation  :  it  is  a 
very  melancholy  one}  and  to  me  feems  utterly  in- 
confiftent  with  that  of  a  bodv  of  men  whom  LJ. 

4 

owns  to  have  a  negative :  and  therefore,  imcc  a 
great  majority  of  the  clergy  differ  from  him  in  fe- 
veral  points  he  advances.  I  fhall  rather  clurfe  10  be 
of  their  opinion  than  his.  I  fancy,  when  the 
ii'/Wt1  lynod  met  in  one  hsu/e,  as  this  writer  affirms, 
they  were  upon  a  better  foot  with  their  bifhops  ; 
and  therefore,  whether  this  treatment,  fo  extreme- 
ly de  h  nit  en  has,  fince  their  exclufion  be  fuitable  to 
primitive  cuftom  or  primitive  humility  towards  bre- 

C  3  thrcn. 
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thren,  is  not  my  bufmefs  to  inquire.     One  may  al- 
low the  divine,  or  apoflolic  right  of  Epifcopacy, 
and  its  great  fuperiority  over  prefbyters  ;  and  yet 
difpute  the  methods  of  exercifing  the  latter,  which, 
being  of  human  inftitution.  are  fubjedt  to  incroach- 
ments  and  ufurpations.     I  know   every  clergyman 
in  a  diocefe  hath  a  great  deal  of  dependence  upon 
his  bilhop,  and  owes  him  canonical  obedience ;  but 
I  was  apt  to  think,   that  when  the  whole  reprefen- 
tative  of  the  clergy  met  in  a  fynod,  they  were  con- 
iidered  in  another  light  ;  at  leaft  fince  they  are  al- 
lowed to  have  a  negative.     If  I  am  miftaken,  I  de- 
fire  to  be  excufed,  as  talking  out  of  my  trade;  only 
there  is  one  thing  wherein  I   entirely  differ  from 
this   author  :  fmce  in   the  difputes  about  privileges 
we  fide  rnuft  recede  ;  where  fo  very  few  privileges  re- 
main, it   is  a  hundred  to   one   odds,  that  the  in- 
croachments  are  not  on  the  inferior  clergy's  fide ; 
and   no  man  can  blame   them  for  infixing  on  the 
Imall  number  that  is  left.     There  is  one  raft  where- 
in I  muft  take  occafion   to   fet  this  author  right  ; 
that  the  perfon  *  who  fir  ft  moved  the  Queen  to  re- 
mit the  firft-frnits  and  tenths  to  the  clergy,  was  an 
*4  eminent  inftrument  in  the  late  turn  of  affairs;" 
and,  as  I  am  told,  hath  lately  prevailed  to  have  the 
fame  favour  granted  for  the  clergy  of  Ireland  f. 

But  I  imifiTbeg  leave  to  inform  this  author,  that 
my  paper  is  not  intended  for  .the  management  of 
tontroverfy ;  which  would  be  of  very  little  import 
lo  moft  readers,  and  only  mifpendtime  that  I  would 
gladly  employ  to  better  purpofes.  For  where  it  is 
a  man's  buimefs  to  entertain  a  whole  roomful,  it 
is  unmannerly  to  apply  himfelf  to  a  particular  per- 
fon, and  turn  his  back  upon  the  reft  of  the  com- 
pany. 

*  Earl  of  Oxford,  Lord  Treafurer. 

t  This  was  done  by  the  author's  felicitation,  See  his  letters  to 
Avchbifncp  Kins. 

No  *6 
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<?  autcm  eft  gloria,  lai-is  refte  faflonim^ 
que  v.i  rempublica'm  meritorvm  :  qua  cum  optind  cii 
jufque.  turn  etiam  mukititdinis,    teftimonio  csmpra 

but  LIT. 


I  AM  thinking,  what  a  mighty  advantage  it  is  to 
be  entertained  as  a  writer  to  a  ruined  caufe.  I 
remember  a  fanatic  preacher,  who  was  inclined  to 
come  into  the  church,  and  take  orders ;  but  upon 
mature  thoughts  was  diverted  from  that  defign, 
when  he  considered  that  the  collections  of  the  godly 
were  a  much  heartier  and  readier  penny,  than  he 
could  get  by  wrangling  with  tithes.  He  certainly 
had  reafon  ;  and  the  two  cafes  are  parallel,  if  you 
write  in  defence  of  a  fallen  party,  you  are  main- 
tained by  contribution,  as  a  neceiTary  perfon  :  you 
have  little  more  to  do  than  to  carp  and  cavil  at 
thofe  who  hold  the  pen  on  the  other  fide  :  you  are 
fure  to  be  celebrated  and  careiTed  by  all  your  par- 
ty, to  a  man  :  you  may  affirm  and  deny  what  you 
pleafe  without  truth  or  probability,  fince  it  is  but 
lofs  of  time  to  contradict  you.  Befides,  commijera- 
tion  is  often  on  your  fide  ;  and  you  have  a  pretence 
to  be  thought  honefl  anclditintereftec!  for  adhering 
to  friends  in  diilrefs  :  after  which,  if  your  friends 
ever  happen  to  turn  up  again,  you  have  a  ftrong 
fund  of  merit  towards  m  iking  your  fortune.  Then 
you  never  fail  to  be  well  furnilhed  with  materials  ; 
every  one  bringing  in  his  quota  •  and  falfehood  be- 
ing n..n. rally  more  plentiful  than  truth  :  not  to 
mention  the  wonderful  delight  of  libelling  men  in 

power, 
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power,  and  hugging  yourfelf  in  a  corner  with 
mighty  fatisfac~tion  for  what  you  have  done. 

It  is  quite  otherwife  with  us,  who  engage  as  vo- 
lunteers in  the  fervice  of  a  flourishing  minifhy,  in 
full  credit  with  the  Queen,  and  beloved  by  the  peo- 
ple ;  becaufe  they  have  no  finifter  ends  or  danger- 
ous deilgns  ;  but  purfue  with  fteadinefs  and  refolu- 
tion  the  true  intereft  of  both.  Upon  which  account 
they  little  want,  or  defire,  our  afliftance ;  and  we 
may  write  till  the  world  is  weary  of  reading,  with- 
out having  our  pretences  allowed  either  to  a  place. 
or  a  penfion :  belides,  we  are  refufed  the  common 
benefit  of  the  party>  to  have  our  works  cried  up  of 
courfe  ;  the  readers  of  our  fide  being  as  ungentle, 
and  hard  to  pleafe,  as  if  we  writ  againft  them  :  and 
our  papers  never  make  their  way  in  the  world,  but 
barely  in  proportion  to  their  merit.  The  defigu 
of  their  labours,  who  write  on  the  conquered  fide, 
is  likewife  of  greater  importance  than  ours  :  They 
are  like  cordials  for  dying  men,  which  muft  be  re- 
peated ;  whereas  ours  are,  in  the  fcripture-phrafe, 
but  meat  for  babes  :  at  leaft,  all  I  can  pretend,  is  to 
undeceive  the  ignorant,  and  thofe  at  a  diftance  ; 
but  their  talk  is  to  keep  up  the  finking  fpirits  of  a 
whole  party. 

After  fuch  reflections,  I  cannot  be  angry  with 

r*  rf 

thofe  gentlemen  for  perpetually  writing  againft  me; 
it  furnifhes  them  largely  with  topics  ;  and  is  befides 
their  proper  bufinefs :  neither  is  it  affectation,  or 
altogether  fcorn,  that  I  do  not  reply.  But  as  things 
are,  we  both  act  fuitable  to  our  feveral  provinces  : 
mine  is  by  laying  open  fome  corruptions  in  the  late 
management,  to  fet  thofe  who  are  ignorant,  right 
in  their  opinions  of  perfons  and  things  :  it  is  theirs 
to  cover  with  Jig-leaves  all  the  faults  of  their 
friends,  as  well  as  they  can.  When  I  have  produ- 
ced my  facts,  and  offered  my  arguments,  I  have 
nothing  farther  to  advance  ;  it  is  their  office  to  de- 
ny, and  difprove ;  aad  then  let  the  world  decide. 

If 
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If  /were  as  thy,  my  chief  endeavour  fhould  certainty 
be  to  batter  down  the  Exumirur  :  therefore  I  cannot 
but  approve  their  clefign.  Betides,  they  have  indeed 
another  reafon  for  barking  incdTantly  at  this  pa- 
per :  they  have  in  their  prints  openly  taxed  a  moft 
ingenious  perfon,  as  author  of  it ;  one  who  is  in 
great,  and  very  deferved,  reputation  with  the 
world,  both  on  account  of  his  poetical  works,  and 
his  talents  for  public  bufinefs.  They  were  wife  e- 
Rough  to  coniider,  what  a  fan&ion  it  would  give 
their  performances,  to  fall  under  the  animadverfion 
of  fuch  a  pen  ;  and  therefore  ufed  all  the  forms  of 
provocation  commonly  practifed  by  little  obfcure 
pedants,  who  are  fond  of  diilinguifhing  themfelves 
by  the  fame  of  an  adverfary.  So  nice  a  tafte  have 
thefe  judicious  critics  in  pretending  to  difcover  an 
author  by  his  ftyle  and  manner  of  thinking !  not  to 
mention  the  jurtice  and  candour  of  exhaufting  all 
the  ftale  topics  of  icurrility  in  reviling  a  paper,  and 
then  flinging  at  a  venture  the  whole  load  upon  one 
who  is  entirely  innocent;  and  whofe  greateft  fault 
perhaps  is  too  much  gentlenefs  towards  a  party, 
from  whofe  leaders  he  hath  received  quite  contrary 
treatment. 

The  concern  I  have  for  the  eafe  and  reputation 
of  fo  defsrving  a  gentleman,  hath  at  length  forced 
me,  much  again  ft  my  intereft  and  inclination,  to 
let  thefe  angry  people  know,  who  is  net  the  author 
&£  the  Examiner.  For  I  obferved  the  opinion  be- 
gan to  fpread ;  and  I  chofe  rather  to  facrifice  the 
honour  I  received  by  it,  than  let  the  injudicious 
people  intitle  him  to  a  performance,  that  perhaps 
he  might  have  •  reafon  to  be  aihamed  of:  ftill  faith- 
fully prom  ill  rig  never  to  difturb  thofe  worthy  advo- 
cates ;  but  fuffer  them  in  quiet  to  roar  on  at  the 
Examiner,  if  they  or  their  party* find  any  eafe  in  it ; 
as  phyficiarrs  fay  there  is  to  people  in  torment,  fuch 
as  men  in  the  gout,  or  women  in  labour. 

However,  I  muft  acknowledge  myfelf  indebted 

to 
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to  them  for  one  hint,  which  I  fhall  now  purfue, 
although  in  a  different  manner.  Since  the  fall  of 
the  late  miniftry  I  have  feen  many  papers  filled  with 
their  encomiums  ;  I  conceive,  in  imitation  of  thofe 
who  write  the  lives  of  famous  men,  where  after 
their  deaths  immediately  follow  their  characters. 
When  I  faw  the  poor  virtues  thus  dealt  at  random, 
I  thought  the  difpofers  had  flung  their  names,  like 
valentines,  into  a  hat  to  be  drawn,  as  fortune  plea- 
fed,  by  the  junto  and  their  friends.  Their  Crailus 
drew  Liberality  and  Gratitude;  Fulvia,  Humility 
and  Gentlenefs  ;  Clodius,  Piety  and  Juftlce;  Grac- 
chus, Loyalty  to  his  prince ;  Cinna5  Love  of  bis 
country  and  conftitution  ;  and  fo  of  the  reft.  Or,  to 
quit  this  allegory,  I  have  often  feen  of  late  the  whole 
iet  of  difcarded  ftatefmen  celebrated  by  their  judi- 
cious hirelings  for  thole  very  qualities  which  their 
admirers  owned  they  chiefly  wanted.  Did  tliefe 
heroes  put  off  and  lock  up  their  virtues  when  they 
came  into  employment ;  and  have  they  now  refum- 
ed  them  fince  their  difmiffions  ?  If  they  wore  them, 
I  am  fare  it  was  under  their  great ne/s ,  md  without 
ever  once  convincing  the  world. of  their  vijibility  or 
influence. 

But  why  fhould  not  the  prefent  miniftry  find  a 
pen  to  praife  them,  as  well  as  the  laft  ?  This  is 
what  I  ihall  now  undertake ;  and  it  may  be  more 
impartial  in  me,  from  whom  they  have  cleferved  fo 
little.  I  have,  without  being  called,  ferved  them 
half-  a  year  in  quality  of  champion  ;  and,  by  help  of 
the  Queen,  and  a  majority  of  nine  in  ten  of  the 
kingdom,  have  been  able  to  protect  them  againft  a 
routed  cabal  of  hated  politians,  with  a  dozen  of 
fcribblers  at  their  head  :  Yet  fo  far  have  they  been 
from  rewarding  me  fuhable  to  my  defer ts,  that  to 
this  day  they  never  fo  much  as  fent  to  the  printer 
to  enquire  who  I  was  ;  although  I  have  known  a 
time  and  miniftry,  where  a  perfon  of  half  my  meri'; 
and  confideration  would  have  had  fifty  prowifes  ; 
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and,  in  the  mean  time,  a  penfion  fettled  on  him, 
whereof  the  fi>ft  quarter  JJoould  be  honejlly  paid,. 
Therefore,  my  refentments  lhall  fo  far  prevail, 
that  in  praiimg  thofe  who  are  now  at  the  head  of 
affairs,  I  iliall  at  the  fame  time  take  notice  of  their 
defeats.  Was  any  man  more  eminent  in  his  pro- 
feffion  than  the  prefent  Lord  Keeper  *  or  more 
diftinguifhed  by  his  eloquence  and  great  abilities  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  ?  And  will  not  his  enemies 
allow  him  to  be  fully  equal  to  the  great  ftation  he 
now  adorns  ?  But  then  it  muft  be  granted,  that  he 
is  wholly  ignorant  in  the  fpeculative,  as  well  as 
practical  part  of  polygamy  ;  he  knows  not  how  to 
metamorphofe  a  fober  man  into  a  fanatic :  He  is  no 
freethinker  in  religion,  nor  hath  courage  to  be  pa- 
tron of  an  atheiftical  book,  while  he  is  guardian  of 
the  Queen's  confcience.  Although  after  all,  to 
fpeak  my  private  opinion,  I  cannot  think  thefe 
fuch  mighty  -objections  to  his  character,  as  fome 
would  pretend. 

The-perfon  who  now  preddes  at  the  council  f, 
is  defcended  from  a  great  and  honourable  father, 
not  from  the  dregs  of  the  people  ;  he  was  at  the  head 
of  the  treafury  fome  years,  and  rather  chofe  to 
enrich  his  prince  than  himfelf.  In  the  height  of 
favour  and  credit,  he  facrificed  the  greateft  em- 
ployment in  the  kingdom  to  his  confcience  and  ho- 
nour ;  he  hath  always  been  firm  in  his  loyalty  and 
'religion,  zealous  for  fuppordng  the  prerogative  of 
the  crown,  and  preferring  the  liberties  of  the 
people.  But  then  his  beft  friends  muft  own,  that 
he  is  neither  Delft  nor  Socinian  ;  he  hath  never  con- 
verfed  with  Toland  to  open  and  enlarge  his 
thoughts,  and  difpel  the  prejudices  of  education  ; 

*  Sir  Simon  Harcoutt,  afterwards  Ix)rd  Harcourr,  was  made  Lcrd 
Keeper  upon  the  refignatioi  of  Lord  Chancellor  Copper. 

f  Laurence  Hyde,  Ute  E'rl  of  RocheP.er,  in  the  room  of  Lord 
Somers. 

nor 
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nor  was  he  ever  able  to  arrive  at  that  perfection  o^ 
gallantry,  to  ruin  and  impnfon  the  husband,  in  order 
to  keep  the  wife  ivithout  dijlurbance. 

The  prefent  Loud  Steward  *  hath  been  always 
diftinguifhed  for  his  wit  and  knowledge  ;  Is  of  con- 
fummate  wifdom  and  experience  in  affairs;  hath 
continued  conftant  to  the  true  intereft  of  the  na- 
tion, which -he  efpoufed  from  the  beginning  ;  and 
is  every  way  qualified  to  fupport  the  dignity  of  his 
office  ;  but  in_  point  of  oratory,  muft  give  place  to 
his  predecefTor. 

The  Duke  of  Shrewfbury  f  was  highly  inftru- 
mental  in  bringing  about  the  revolution,  in  which 
fervice  he  freely  expofed  his  life  and  fortune.  He 
hath  ever  been  the  favourite  of  the  nation,  beinp 

'  C* 

poiTeiTed  of  all  the  amiable  qualities  that  can  ac- 
compliih  a  great  man  ;  but  in  the  agreeablenefs 
and  fragrancy  of  his  perfon,  and  the  profound- 
nefs  of  his  politics,  muft  be  allowed  to  fall  very 

Short  of . 

Mr.  Harley  J  had  the  honour  or  being  chofea 
Speaker  fucceilively  to  three  parliaments.  He  was' 
the  firft  of  late  years,  who  ventured  to  reftore  the 
forgotten  cuflom  of  treating  his  prince  with  duty 
and  refpeft  ;  eafy  and  difengaged  in  private  -conve-r- 
iation  with  fuch  a  weight  of  affairs  upon  his  flioul- 
ders  ;  of  great  learning,  and  as  great  a  favourer 
and  protector  of  it;  intrepid  by  nature,  as  well  as 
by  the  confcioufnefs  of  his  own  integrity  ;  and  a 
defpirer  of  money;  purfiiing  the  true  intereft  of 
his  prince  and  country  againft  ail  obftacles  :  iaga- 
cious  to  view  into  the  remoteft  confequences  of 
things,  by  which  all  difficulties  fly  before  him  ;  a 
firm  friend,  and  a  placable  enemy  ;  facrificing  his 

*  Th:  Duke  of  Buckingham  and  Normanby,  in  the  room  of  the 
Duke  of  DevonfLire. 

-f    Lord  Chamberlain,  in  the  room  of  the   Marquis  of  Kent. 

Chancellor   of  ths   Excb£q_uer  upon  ihe  removal  of  Lord  Go- 

in» 

jufteft 
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jtifteft  refentments,  not  only  to  public  good,  but  to 
common  interceffion  and  acknowledgn.tnt.  Yet 
with  all  thefe  virtues,  it  muft  be  granted,  there  is 
fome  mixture  of  human  infirmity.  His  greatefl 
admirers  muft  confefs  his  Ikill  at  c  >rds  and  dice  to 
be  very  low  and  fuperficial;  in  borfe-racing  he  is 
utterly  ignorant  ;  then  to  fave  a  few  millions  to  the 
public,  he  never  regards  how  many  worthy  citizens 
he  hinders  from  making  up  their  plumb  *.  And 
furely  there  is  one  thing  never  to  be  forgiven  him  ; 
that  he  delights  to  have  his  table  filled  v>Lh  black 
coats,  whom  he  ufeth  as  if  they  were  gentlemen. 

My  Lord  Dartmouth  f  is  a  man  of  letters,  full 
of  good  fenfe,  good  nature,  and  honour  ;  of  ftric~t 
virtue  and  regularity  in  his  life  ;  but  labours  under 
one  great  defect,  that  he  treats  his  clerks  with  more 
civility  and  good  manners  ,  than  others  in  his  fta- 
tion  have  done  the  Queen. 

Omitting  fome  others,  I  fhall  clofe  this  character 
of  the  prefent  mimftry  with  that  of  Mr.  St.  John  ±, 
who,  from  his  youth,  applying  thofe  admirable  ta- 
lents of  nature  and  improvements  of  art  to  public 
bufmefs,  grew  eminent  in  court  and  parliament,  at 
an  age  when  the  generality  of  mankind  is  employ- 
ed in  trifles  and  folly.  It  is  to  be  lamented,  that 
he  hath  not  yet  procured  himfelf  a  bufy,  important 
countenance ;  nor  learned  that  profound  part  of 
wifdom,  to  be  difficult  of  accefs,  Befides,  he  hath 
clearly  miftaken  the  true  tile  of  booh,  which  he 
hath  thumbed  and  fpoiled  with  reading,  when  he: 
Ought  to  have  multiplied  them  on  his  fhdves;  not 
like  a  great  man  of  my  acquaintance,  who  knew  a 
book  by  the  back  better  than  a  friend  by  the  face; 

*   A  /-ant  -word  in  Ertghnd  for  100,000  1. 

•\   He  luccceded  the  Earl  of  Sunc'crl.nd  as  Secretary  of  State. 
^  1  Se-.r  ury  of  State  in. the  room  of  Mr.  Henry  £jyle,      He  was 
sf  .envards  treated  ,Lord  Vifccunt  Bolirgbrcke, 

VOL,  III,  D  although 
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although"  he  had  never  converfed  with  the  former, 
and  often  with  the  latter. 

No  27.     Thurfday,    February  8.    1710. 

Caput  eft  in  cmni  procurations  nogatii  et  ?nuneris  pub- 
tici,  ut  avariilz  pellatur  etiam  minima  Jujpicio* 

r~jPHere  is  no  vice  which  mankind  carries  to  fuch 
•*•  wild  extremes  as  that  of  avarice.  Thofe  two 
which  feem  to  rival  it  in  this  point,  are  luft  and 
ambition  ;  but  the  former  is  checked  by  difficul- 
ties and  difeafes,  deftroys  itielf  by  its  own  purfuits, 
and  ufually  declines  with  old  age ;  and  the  latter 
requiring  courage,  conduct,  and  fortune  in  a 
higher  degree,  and  meeting  with  a  thoufand  dan- 
gers and  oppofitions,  fucceeds  too  feldom  in  an 
age  to  fall  under  common  obfervntion.  Or,  ava- 
rice is  perhaps  the  fame  paffion  with  ambition  ;  on- 
ly placed  in  more  ignoble  and  daftardly  minds,  by 
which  the  object  is  changed  from  power  to  money. 
Or  it  may  be  that  one  man  purfues  power  in  order 
to  wealth  ;  and  another  wealth  in  order  to  power ; 
which  iaft  is  the  fafer  way.  although  longer  about ; 
and,  fuiting  with  every  period,  as  well  as  condition 
of  life,  is  more  generally  followed. 

However  it  be,  the  extremes  of  this  pafiion  are 
certainly  more  frequent  than  of  any  other ;  and 
often  to  a  degree  fo  abfurd  and  ridiculous,  that  if 
it  were  not  for  their  frequency,  they  could  hardly 
obtain  belief.  Thejtage,  which  carries  other  fol- 
lies and  vices  beyond  nature  and  probability,  falls 
very  fhort  in  the  reprefentations  of  avarice ;  nor 
are  there  any  extravagancies  in  this  kind  defcribed 
by  ancient  or  modern  comedies,  which  are  not 

outdone 
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outdone  by  an  hundred  inftances,  commonly- told 
among  ourfelves. 

I  am  ready  to  conclude  from  hence,  that  a  vice 
which  keeps  To  firm  a  hold  upon  human  nature, and 
governs  it  with  fo  unlimited  a  tyranny,  fince  it  can- 
not wholly  be  eradicated  ought  at  leaft  to  be  con- 
fined to  particular  objects  ;  to  thrift  and  penury, 
to  private  fraud  and  extortion,  and  never  fullered 
to  prey  upon  the  public  ;  and  fhould  certainly  be 
rejected  as  the  morl  unqualifying  circumfVance  for 
any  employment,  where  bribery  and  corruption  can 
poflibly  enter. 

If  the  mifchiefs  of  this  vice  in  a  public  ftation 
were  confined  to  enriching  only  thole  particular 
perfons  employed,  the  evil  would  be  more  fup- 
portable  ;  but  it  is  ufually  quite  otherwise.  When 
a  fle-ward  defrauds  his  lord,  he  mull:  connive  at  the 
reft  of  the  fervants,  while  they  are  following  the 
fame  practice  in  their  feveral  fpheres  }  ib  that,  in 
fome  families  you  may  obferve  a  iubordination  of 
fiaves  in  a  link  clovaiards  to  the  very  helper  in  the 
{tables,  all  cheating  by  concert,  and  with  impu- 
nity. And  even  if  this  were  all,  perhaps  the  ina- 
fter  could  bear  it  without  being  undone  ;  but  it  fo 
happens,  that  for  every  {lulling  the  iervant  gets  by 
his  iniquity,  the  mafter  lofeth  twenty  ;  the  perqui- 
lites  of  fervants  being  but  fmall  compositions  for 
fufFering  fhopkeepers  to  bring  in  what  bills  they 
pleafe.  It  is  exactly  the  fame  thing  in  aftate:  an 
avaricious  man  in  office  is  in  confederacv  with  the 

rf 

whole  clcn  of  Iiis  diflricl,  or  dependence ;  which, 
in  modern  terms  of  art  is  called  to  live  and  let  live  • 
and  yet  their  gains  are  the  fmalleft  part  of  the  pub- 
lic's lofs.  Give  a  guinea  to  a  knavifh  land-waiter, 
and  he  (liall  connive  at  the  merchant  for  cheating 
the  Queen  of  an  hundred.  A  breivcr  gives  a  bribe 
to  have  the  privilege  of  felling  drink  to  the  navy  ; 
but  the  fraud  is  an  hundred  times  greater  than  the 
bribe,  and  the  public  is  nt  the  whole  lofs. 

D  2  Moralifts 
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Moraliits  make  two  kinds  of  avarice  *  that  o£ 
Catiline,  alieni  appetens,  fui  profufus;.  and  the  other, 
more  generally  unerftood,  by  that  name,  which  is 
the  cndlefs  deiire  of  hoarding.  But  I  take  the  for- 
mer to  be  more  dangerous  in  a  flate,  becaufe  it. 
mingles  with  amoitition,  which  I  think  the  latter 
cannot  •  for  although  the  fame  breaft  may  be  cap- 
able of  admitting  both  it  is  not  able  to.  cultivate, 
them  ;  and  where  the  love  of  heaping,  wealth  pre- 
vails, there  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  much.to  be  ap- 
prehended from  ambition.  The  difgrace  of  that, 
fordid  vice  is  fooner  apt  to  fpread  than  any  other; 
and  is  always  attended  with  the  hatred  and  fcorn  of 
the  people  :  fo  that  whenever  thofe  two  paffions, 
happen  to  meet  in  the  fame  fubjecl:,  it  is  not  un- 
likely that  Providence  hath  placed  avarice  to  be  a 
check  upon  ambition  ;  and  I  have  reafon  to  think, 
fome  great  minijlers  of  ft  ate  have  been  of  my  opi- 
nion. 

The  divine  authority  of  holy  writ,  the  precepts  of 
philofophers,  the  lames  and  ridicule  of  fatirical 
poets,  have  been  all  employed  in  exploding  this  in- 
iatiable  thirft  of  money  ;  and  all  equally  controlled 
by  the  daily  practice  of  mankind.  Nothing  now 
remains  to  be  laid  upon  the  occaiion  ;  and  if  there 
did,  I  muft  remember  my  character,  that  I  am  an 
examiner  only  and  not  a  reformer. 

However,  in  thofe  cafes  where  the  frailties  of 
particular  men  do  nearly  affect  the  public  welfare, 
iuch  as  a  prime  minifter  of  ftate,  or  a  great  general 
of  an  army ;  methinks  there  fhould  be  fome  expe- 
dient contrived  to  let  them  know  impartially,  what 
is  the  world's  opinion  in  the  point.  Encompaffed 
\vith  a  croud  of  depending  flatterers,  they  are  many 
degrees  blinder  to  their  own  faults,  than  the  com* 
mon  infirmities  of  human  nature  can  plead  in  their 
excufe.  Advice  dares  not  to  be  offered,  or  is 
wholly  loft,  or  returned  with  hatred  ;  and  what- 
ever appears  in  pubiic  againft  their  prevailing  vice, 

soes 
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goes  for  nothing  ;  being  either  not  applied,  or  paf- 
fing  only  for  libel  and  flander,  proceeding  from  the 
malice  and  envy  of  party. 

I  have  fometimes  thought,  that  if  I  had  lived  at 

,^  ».  -i 

Rome  in  the  time  of  the  fir  ft  triumvirate,  I  mould 
have  been  tempted  to  write  a  letter,  as  from  an 
unknown  hand,  to  thofe  three  great  men  who  had 
then  ufurped  the  fovereign  power ;  wherein  I  would 
freely  and  fincerely  tell  each  of  them  that  fault 
which  I  conceived  was  moft  odious,  and  of  worft 
confequence  to  the  commonwealth.  That  to  Craf- 
fus  mould  hive  been  fent  to  him  after  his  conquefts 
in  Mefopotamia,  and  in  the  following  terms. 

"  To  MARCUS  CRASSUS,  health. 

<c   TF  you  apply,   as  you  ought,  what  I  now  write, 
"   A  you  will  be  more  obliged  to  me  than  to  all  the 
"  world,  hardly  excepting  your  parents  or  your 
"  country.     I  intend  to   tell  you,  without  difguife 
l<  or  prejudice,  the  opinion  which  the  world  hath 
"  entertained  of  you ;   and  to  let  you  fee,   I    <f£ite 
"  this  without  any  fort    of  ill-will^  you  ill : 
"  hear   the    fcniiments  they  have  to   your*  adv::n- 
"  tage.     No  man  disputes  the  gracefulnefs  o" 
"  perfon  ,  you    are  allowed   to   have   a  goc< 
"  clear    unclerftanding,    cultivated   by   the 
"  ledge  of  men  and  manners,  although  not  by  Ii- 
"  tcrature  ;  you   are   no  ill  orator   in  the  ft^ate 
"  you  are  faid  to  excel  in  the  art   of  bridlir;.;  and 
"  fubduing  your  anger,  and  ftilnng  or  con;.. 
<f  your  refentments  ;  you    have   been  a    moft 
"  cefsful  general,  of  long  experience,  grcp.t 
"  duel:,    and    much  peribnal   courage  ;  you 
"  gained   many  important  victories  for   the  c 
"  monweAlth,  and   forced  the    ftrongeft  t< 
c*  Mefopotamia  to  furrender,  for  which  freq- 

fupplications    have  been   decreed  by  the 
c*  Yet  with  all  thefe  qualities,  and  this  merit,  < 
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me  leave  to  fay,  you  are  neither  beloved  by  the 
"  patricians  nor  plebeians  at  home,  nor  by  the  offi- 
cers or  private  foldiers  of  your  own  army  a- 
broad.  And  do  you  know,  CraiTus,  that  this  is 
owing  to  a  fault,  of  which  you  may  cure  your- 
felf  by  one  minute's  reflection  ?  What  ihall  I 
fay  ?  You  are  the  richeft  peribn  in  the  common- 
wealth ;  you  have  no  male  child  :  your  daugh- 
ters are  all  married  to  wealthy  patricians  ;  you 
are  far  in  the  decline  of  life,  and  yet  you  are 
u  deeply  ftained  with  that  odious  and  ignoble  vice 
"  of  covetoufvefs.  It  is  affirmed,  that  you  defcend 
"  even  to  the  meaneft  and  moil  fcandalous  degrees 
"  of  it  ;  and  while  you  poflefs  fo  many  millions, 
"  while  you  are  daily  acquiring  fo  many  more,  you 
"  arefbiicitous  how  to  fave  atinglefefterce  ;  of  which 
"  an  hundred  ignominious  inftances  are  produced, 
"  and  in  all  mens  mouths.  I  will  only  mention 
"  that  pniTage  of  the  bujkim  *,  which,  after  abun- 
dance of  perfuafion,  you  would  hardly  fuffer  to 
be  cut  from  your  legs,  when  they  were  fo  wet 
and  cold,  that  to  have  kept  them-  on  would  have 
endangered  your  life. 

Inftead  of  uiing  the  common  arguments  to 
diffaade  you  from  this  wcaknefs,  I  will  endea- 
vour to  convince,  that  you  are  really  guilty  of 
it ;  and  leave  the  cure  to  your  own  good  fenfe. 
for  perhaps  you  are  not  yet  perfuaded  that  this 
is  your  crime;  you  "have  probably  never  yet 
been  reproached  for  it  to  your  face  ;  and  what 
you  are  now  told  conies  from  one  unknown,  and 
it  may  be  from  an  enemy.  You  will  allow  your- 
felf  indeed  to  be  prudent  in  the  management  of 
"  your  fortune  ;  you  are  not  a  prodigal,  likeClo- 
*'  dius,  or  Catiline ;  but  furely  that  deferves  not 
*4  the  name  of  avarice.  I  will  inform  you  how  to 
f*  be  convinced.  Difguife  your  perfon,  go  among 

*  Wet  ftockings. 

"  the 
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**  the  common  people  in  R.ome  introduce  difcour- 
"  fes  about  yourfelf,  inquire  your  own  character  : 
"  do  the  fame  in  your  camp ;  walk  about  it  in  the 
"  evening,  hearken  at  every  tent  ;   and  if  you  do 
<(  not   hear    every    mouth   cenfuring,    lamenting, 
"  curfing  this  vice  in  you,  and  even  you  for  this> 
"  vice,   conclude  yourfelf  innocent.    If  you  be  not 
<{  yet  perfuaded,  fend  for  Atticus,.  Servius  Sulpi- 
"  cius,  Cato,  or  Brutus;  they  are  all  your  friends  ;. 
"  conjure  them  to  tell  you  ingenuoufly,   which  is 
"  your  great  fault,  and  which  they  would  chiefly 
"  wifh  you  to  correct ;  if  they  do  not  agree  in  their. 
"'  verdict,  in  the  name  cf  all  the  gods,  you  are.ao 
<r  quitted. 

"  When  your  adverfaries  re-flecl  how  far  you  are 
"  gone  in  this  vice,  they  are  tempted  to  talk  as  if 
"  we  owed  our  fuccefTes,  not  to  your  courage  or 
**  conduct,  but  to  thofe  veteran  troops  you  com- 
mand ;  who  are  able  to  conquer  under  any  gene- 
ral, with  fo  many  brave  and  experienced  officers 
to  lead  them.  Beiides,  we  know  the  confequen- 
ces  your  avarice  hath  often  occafioned.  The 
"  foldier  hath  been  ftarving  for  bread,  furrounded 
with  plenty,  and  in  an  enemy's  country  ;  but  all 
under  faff guaras  and  contributions ;  which,  if  you 
had  fometimes  pleafed  to  have  exchanged  for 
provifwns,  might,  at  the  expenfe  of  a  few  talents 
in  a  campaign,  have  fo  endeared  you  to  the  ar- 
my, that  they  would  have  defired  you  to  lead 
them  to  the  utmoft  limits  of  Alia.  But  you  ra- 
ther chofe  to  confine  your  conquefts  within  the 
fruitful  country  of  Mefopotamia,  where  plenty 
of  money  might  be  raifecl.  How  far  that  fatal 
greedinefs  of  gold  may  have  influenced  you  in 
breaking  off  the  treaty  with  the  old  Parthian 
King  Orodes,  you  befl  can  tell  ;  your  enemies 
charge  you  with  it  ;  your  friends  offer  nothing 
material  in  your  defence  ;  and  all  agree,  there  is 

*'  nothing 


it 
u 


<i 


« 


44  THE   EXAMINER.  N;  z;. 

c<  nothing  fo  pernicious,  which  the  extremes  of  a-' 
cc  varice  may  not  be  able  to  infpire. 

"  The  moment  you  quit  this  vice,  you  will  be  a 
"  truly  great  man  ;  and  ftill  there  will  imperfec- 
"  tions  enough  remain  to  convince  us,  you  are  not 
w  a  god.  Farewell." 

Perhaps  a  letter  of  this  nature,  fent  to  fo  reafon- 
able  a  man  as  Crafius,  might  have  put  him  upon 
examining  into  himfelf,  and  correcting  that  little 
fordid  appetite  fo  utterly  inconliftent  with  all  pre- 
tences to  heroifm.  A  youth  in  the  heat  of  blood 
may  plead,  with  fome  fhew  of  reafon,  that  he  is 
not  able  to  fubdue  his  lufts  ;  an  ambitious  man  may 
life  the  fame  arguments  for  his  love  of  power,  or 
perhaps  other  arguments  to  juftify  it  :  but  excefs 
of  avarice  hath  neither  of  thefe  pleas  to  offer  ; 
it  is  not  to  be  juftified,  and  cannot  pretend  temp- 
tation for  excufe.  Whence  can  the  temptation 
come  ?  Reafon  difclaims  it  altogether;  and  it  can- 
not be  faid  to  lodge  in  the  blood,  or  the  animal  fpi- 
rits.  So  that  I  conclude,  "  no  man  of  true  va- 
**  lour,  and  true  underftanding,  upon  whom  this 
a  vice  hath  ftolen  unawares,  when  he  is  convin- 
"  ced  he  is  guilty,  will  fufier  it  to  remain  in  his 
w  breaft  an  hour." 
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No  28.     Thurfday,  February  15.   1710. 

Imiltus  ut  tu-riferis  Ctfyttia  ? 
An  anfwer  to  the  letter  to  the  Examiner, 

SIR,  "London,  Feb.  15.  1710-11. 

A  Lthough  I  have  wanted  leifure  to  acknowledge 
•*•*•  the  honour  of  a  letter  you  was  pleafed  to  write 
to  me  about  iix  months  ago  ;  yet  I  have  been  very 
careful  in  obeying  fome  of  your  commands,  and  am« 
going  on  as  la  ft  as  I  can  with  die  reft.  I  wifh  you, 
had  thought  fit  to  have  conveyed  them  to  me  by 
a  more  private  hand  than  that  of  the  print  ing- 
houfe :  for,  although  I  was  pleafed  with  a  pattern 
of  ftyle  and  fpirit,  which  I  propofed  to  imitate,, 
yet  I  was  ferny  the  world  fhould  be  a.  \vitnefs  how. 
far  I  fell  mort  in  both. 

I  am  afraid  you  did  not  confider,  what  an  a- 
bundance  of  work  you  have  cut  out  for  me  ;  nei- 
ther am  I  at  all  comforted  by  the  promife  you. 
are  fo  kind  to  make,,  that  when  "  I  have  per- 

"  formed  my  talk,  D n  mall  blufh  in   his: 

"  grave  among  the  dead,  Walpole  among  the 
c<  living,  and  even  Volpone  fhall  feel-  fome  re- 
"  morfe."  How  the  gentleman  in  his  grave  may 
have  kept  his  countenance  I  cannot  inform  you, 
having  no  acquaintance  at  all  with  the  fexton  :  but 
for  the  other  two,  I  take  leave  to  afliire  you,  there 
have  not  yet  appeared  the  leaft  figns  of  blujbing  or 
remorfe  in  either,  although  fome  very  good  opportuni* 
ties  have  offered,  if  they  had  thought  fit  to  accept 

them  : 
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them  :  fo  that,  \vith  your  permiiiion,  I  had  rather 
engage  to  continue  this  work  until  they  be  in  their 
graves  too  ;  which  I  am  fure  will  happen  much 
fooner  than  the  other. 

You  deiire  I  would  collect  "  fome  of  thofe- in- 
"  dignities  offered  laft  year  to  her  Majefty."  I 
am  ready  to  oblige  you ;  and  have  got  a  pretty  to- 
lerable collection  by  me,  which  I  am  in  doubt  whe- 
ther to  publifh  by  kfelf  in  a  large  volume  in  folio, 
or  fcatter  them  here  and  there  occafionally  in  my 
papers.  Although  indeed  I  am  fometimes  think- 
ing to  ftifle  them  altogether  ;  becaufe  fuch  a  nifto- 
ry  will  be  apt  to  give  foreigners  a  monftrous  opi- 
nion of  our  country.  But  iince  it  is  your  abfolute 
opinion,  that  the  world  ihould  be  informed ;  I 
will,  with  the  firft  occafion,  pick  out  a  few  choice 
inftancesy  and  let  them  take  their  chance  in  the  en- 
fuing  papers.  I  have  likewife  in  my  cabinet,  cer- 
tain quires  of  paper,  filled  with  facts  of  corrup- 
tion, mifmanagement,  cowardice,  treachery,  ava- 
rice, ambition,  and  the  like  ;  with  an  alphabetical 
table,  to  fave  trouble.  And  perhaps  you  will  not 
wonder  at  the  care  I  take  to  be  fo  well  provided, 
when  you  conilder  the  van:  expenfe  I  am  at.  1  feed 
weekly  two  or  three  ivit  Jtarved  writers,  who  have 
no  other  vifible  fupport ;  befides  feveral  others, 
who  live  upon  my  offals.  In  ihort,  I  am  like  a 
nurie,  who  fuckles  twins  at  one  time,  and  hath, 
belides,  one  or  two  -whelps  conftantly  to  draw  her 
breafts. 

I  muft  needs  confefs,  (and  it  is  with  grief  I 
fpeak  it),  that  I  have  been  the  innocent  cauie  of  a 
great  circulation  of  dulnefs  :  at  the  fame  time  I 
have  often  wondered,  how  it  hath  come  to  pafs, 
that  thefe  induftrious  people,  after  poring  fo  con- 
ftantly  upon  the  Examiner,  a  paper  writ  with  plain 
fenfe,  and  in  a  tolerable  ftyle,  have  made  fo  little 
improvement.  I  am  fure  it  Avouid  have  fallen  out 
quite  otherwife  with  me  :  for  bv  what  I  have  feen 

of 
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of  their  performances,  (and  I  am  credibly  inform- 
ed they  are  all  of  a  piece),  if  I  had  perufed  them 
until  now,  I  fhould  have  been  lit  for  little,  but  to 
make  an  advocate  in  the  fame  caufe. 

You,  Sir,  perhaps  will  wonder,  as  mdft  others 
do,  what  end  thefe  angry  folks  propofe  in  writing 
perpetually  againft  the  Examiner  :  it  is  not  to  be- 
get a  better  opinion  of  the  late  miniftry,  or  with 
any  hope  to  convince  the  world,  that  I  am  in  the 
•wrong  in  any  one  fact  I  relate  ;  they  know  all  that 
to  be  loft  labour,  and  yet  their  defign  is  important 
enough  :  they  would  fain  provoke  me,  by  all  forts 
of  methods  within  the  length  of  their  capacity,  to 
anfwer  their  paper  ;  which  would  render  mine 
wholly  ufelefs  to  the  public  :  for  if  it  once  came 
to  rejoinder  and  reply,  we  fhould  be  all  upon  a  le- 
vel ;  and  then  their  work  would  be  done. 

There  is  one  gentleman  *  indeed,  who  hath  writ- 
ten three  fmall  pamphlets  upon  the  management  of 
the  war,  and  the  treaty  of  peace.  Thefe  I  had  in* 
tended  to  have  bellowed  a  paper  in  examining ;  and. 
could  eafily  have  made  it  appear,  that  whatever  he 
fays  of  truth,  relates  not  at  all  to  the  evils  we  com- 
plain of,  or  controls  one  fyllable  of  what  I  have 
ever  advanced.  Nobody  that  I  know  of  did  ever 
difpute  the  Duke  of  Marlborough's  courage,  con- 
duel,  or  fuccefs  ;  they  have  been  always  unquef* 
tionable,  and  will  continue  to  be  fo  in  fpite  of  the 
malice  of  his  enemies,  or,  which  is  yet  more,  the 
iveaknefs  of  his  advocates.  The  nation  only  wiflies 
to  fee  him  taken  out  of  ill  hands,  and  put  into  bet- 
ter. But  what  is  all  this  to  the  conduct  of  the  late 
miniftry,  the  fhameful  mifmanagements  in  Spain, 
or  the  wrong  fteps  in  the  treaty  of  peace  ;  the  fe- 
cret  of  which  will  not  bear  the  light,  and  is,  con- 
fequently,  by  this  author  very  poorly  defended  ? 
Thefo,  and  many  other  things,  I  would  have  fhewn ; 

*   D;    Hare,  afterwards  Bifncp  of  Chlcheficr. 
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but,  upon  fecond  thoughts,  determined  to  have  it 
done  in  a  difcourfe  by  itfelf,  rather  than  take  up 
tfOom  here,  and  break  into  the  delign  of  this  paper, 
from  whence  I  have  refolved  to  baniih  controverfy 
&s  much  as  pcfiible.  But  the  poftfcript  to  his  third 
.pamphlet  was  enough  to  difguft  me  from  having 
any  dealings  at  all  with  fuch  a  writer  ;  unleis  that 
-part  was  left  to  fome  footman  he  hath  picked  up  a- 
mong  the  boys  ^vho  follow  the  camp,  whole  cha* 
racier  it  would  fuit  much  better  than  that  of  the 
fuppofed  author :  at  leaft  the  foul  language,  the 
idle,  impotent  menaces,  and  the  grofs  perverting 
of  an  innocent  expreffion  in  the  fourth  Examiner, 
joined  to  that  refpect  I  fhall  ever  have  for  the  func- 
tion of  a  divine ',  would  incline  me  to  believe  ib, 
But  when  he  turns  off  his  footman,  and  dil claims 
that  poftfcript,  I  will  tear  it  out,  and  fee  how  far 
die  reft  deferves  to  be  confidered* 

But,  Sir,  I  labour  under  a  much  greater  difficul- 
ty, upon  which  I  fliould  be  glad  to  hear  your  ad- 
vice. I  am  worried  on  one  fide  by  the  Whigs,  for 
being  too  fever  e\  and  by  the  Tories  on  the  other, 
for  being  too  gentle.  I  have  formerly  hinted  a 
complaint  of  this  ;  but  having  lately  received  two 
peculiar  letters,  among  many  others,  I  thought  no- 
thing could  better  reprefent  my  condition,  or  the 
opinion  which  the  warm  men  on  both  fides  have  of 
my  conduct,  than  to  fend  you  a  trunfcript  of  each, 
The  former  it  exactly  in  thefe  words. 

To  the  EXAMINER. 

"  Mr.  EXAMINER, 

"  By  your  continual  reflecting  Upon  the  conduct 
"  of  the  late  miniftry,  and  by  your  encomiums  on 
*'  the  prelent,  it  is  as  clear  as  the  fun  at  noon-day , 
"  that  you  are  a  Jtfuit  or  tfonjuror,  employed  by 
"'  the  friends  of  the  pretender  to  endeavour  to  in- 

((  tioduce 
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u  troduce  Popery,  and  (lavery,  and  arbitrary 
a  and  to  infringe  the  J acred  act  for  toleration  of  dijf- 
"  fenters.  Now,  Sir,  iince  tht  moft  ingenious  an- 
<(  thirs,  who  write  weekly  againft  you,  are  not  able 
"  to  teach  you  better  manners,  I  would  have  you 
*'  to  know,  that  thofe  great  and  excellent  men,  as 
"  low  as  you  think  them  at  prefent,  do  not  want 
C;  friends  that  will  take  the  fir  ft  proper  occaiion  to 
"  c ut  your  tbro'at,  as  all  fuch  enemies  to  modera- 
"  tion  ought  to  be  ferved.  It  is  well  you  have 
"  cleared  another  perfon  from,  being  author  of 
"  your  curfed  libels  ;  although,  d — m  me,  perhaps 
u  after  all,  that  may  be  a  ban-foozle  too.  How- 
"  ever,  I  hope  we  lhall  foon  ferret  you  out. 
c<  Therefore  I  advife  you  as  a  friend  to  let  fall 
x*  your  pen,  and  retire  betimes  ;  for  our  patience 
"  is  now  at  an  end.  It  is  enough  to  lofe  our  power 
"  and  employments,  without  fetting  the  whole  na- 
u  tion  againft  us.  Confider,  three  years  is  the 
"  life  of  a  party  ;  d — m  me,  every  dcg  hath  his  da\y 
"  and  it  will  be  your  turn  next :  therefore  tako 
**  warning,  and  learn  to  Jlcep  in  a  "whole  Jkln  ;  or, 
*'  whenever  we  are  uppermoft,  by  G — d  you  fhall 
"  find  no  mercy." 

The  other  letter  was  in  the  following  terms. 

To  the  EXAMINER. 

"  S  I  R, 

am  a  country -member  ^  and  conflantly  fend 
a  dozen  of  your  papers  down  to  my  elicicrs.  1 
haye^  i-cad  thi-m  sll,  but  I  confefs,  not  with  the 
fatis faction  I  cxpccfted.  It  is  plain  you  know  a 
great  deal  more  than  you  write  :  why  will  you 
not  let  iis  have  it  all  out  ?  We  are  told,  that  the 
Queen  hath  been  a  long  time  treated  with  info- 
lence  by  thofe  fhs  hath  moft  obl^ed,  Prav  Sir 
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"  let  us  have  a  few  good  ftories  upon  that  head. 
<£  We  have  bjen  cheated  of  feveral  millions ;  why 
c<  will  you  not  fet  a  mark  on  the  knaves  who  are 
guilty,  and  {hew  us  what  ways  they  took  to  rob 
the  public  at  fuch  a  rate  ?  Inform  us,  how  we 
came  to  be  disappointed  of  peace  about  two  years 
<e  ago.  In  fliort,  turn  the  whole  myftery  of  ini- 
te  quity  iniide  out,  that  every  body  may  have  a  view 
<c  of  it.  But  above  all,  explain  to  us  what  was  at 
s:  the  bottom  of  that  fame  impeachment ;  I  am  fure 
"  I  never  liked  it ;  for  at  that  very  time  a  dijfenting 
(C  preacher  in  our  neighbourhood  .came  often  to 
lee  our  parfon ;  it  could  be  for  no  good,  for  he 
would  walk  about  the  barns  and  the  ftables,  and 
"  deiired  to  look  into  the  church,  as  who  Jlwidd 
*'  fay^  Thefe  willfoortly  be  mine  ;  and  we  all  believ- 
"  ed,  he  was  then  contriving  fome  alterations  a- 
•'  gainft  he  got  into  pofle-fllon^  And  I  fliall  never 
'•**  forget,  that  a  Whig  Jujtice  offered  me  then  very 
"  high  for  my  bifhop's-leafe.  I  rnuft  be  fo  bold 
*'  to  tell  you,  Sir,  that  you  are  too  favourable  :  I 
"  am  fure  there  was  noliv.ine  in  quiet  for  us,  while 

* 

c<  they  were  in  the  Caddie  1  was  turned  out  of  the 
"  commiffioR,  and  -called  a  Jacobite,  although  it 
"  cod  me  a  thoufand  pounds  in  joining  with  the 
4t  Prince  of  Orange  at  the  revolution.  The  difco- 
*'  veries  I  would  have  you  make,  are  of  fome  facts, 
'*  for  which  they  ought  to  be  hangd  ;  not  that  I 
u  value  their  heads,  but  I  would  fee  them  expof- 
<c  eel,  whicli  may  be  done  upon  the  owners  Jbould- 
<c  ers  as  well  as  upon  a  pole,"  &c. 

Thefe,  Sir,  are  the  fentiments  of  a  whole  party 
on  one  fide,  and  of  considerable  numbers  on  the 
other  :  however,  taking  the  medium  between  thefe 
extremes,  I  think  to  go  on  as  I  have  hitherto  done, 
although  I  am  fenlible  my  paper  would  be  more 
popular,  if  I  did  not  lean  too  much  to  the  favour- 
able fide.  For  nothing  delights  the  people  more, 

than 
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than  to  fee  their  oppretTors  humbled,  and  all  theji' 
actions  painted  with  proper  colours,  fet  out  in  open 
view  :  Exaflos  tyranno*  (knjum  bitmeni  bib  it  aure 


But  as  for  the  Whigs,  I  am  in  fome  doubt,  whe- 
ther this  mighty  concern  they  fhew  for  the  honour 
of  the  late  miniftry,  may  not  be  affected  j  at  leaft 
whether  their  matters  will  thank  them  for  their 
zeal  in  fuch  a  caufe.  It  is,  I  think,  a  known  ftory 
of  a  gentleman  who  fought  another  for  calling  him 
fon  of  a  whore,  that  the  lady  defired  her  ion  to  make 
no  more  quarrels  upon  that  fubje<St,  becaufc  it  ivas 
tnic.  For,  pray,  Sir,  cloth  it  not  look  like  a  jeft, 
that  fuch  a  pernicious  crew,  after  draining  our 
wealth,  and  discovering  the  mo  ft  deftruclive  defigns 
againft  our  church  and  ilate.  inftead  of  thanking 
fortune  that  they  are  got  off  fafe  in  their  perfons 
and  plunder,  fhould  hire  thefe  bullies  of  the  pen 
to  defend  their  reputations  ?  I  remember,  I  thought 
it  the  hardeft  cafe  in  the  world,  when  a  poor  ac- 
quaintance of  mine  having  fallen  in  among  fharp- 
ers_,  where  he  loft  all  his  money,  and  then  com- 
plaining he  was  cheated,  cot  a  good  beating  into 

.  Jf  O  *      **-*  *~*  ** 

the  bargain  for  tfferJng  to  Affront  gentlemen.  I  be- 
lieve the  only  reafon  why  thefe  purloiners  of  the 
public  caufe  feu*  a  clutter  to  be  made  about  their 
reputations,  is  to  prevent  inquiiitions  that  might 
tend  towards  making  them  refund  :  like  thofe  wo- 
men they  tzllJbopKfters,  who,  when  they  are  chal- 
lenged for  their  thefts,  appear  to  be  mighty  angry 
and  affronted  for  fear  of  being  fearched. 

I  will  difmifs  you,  Sir,  when  I  have  taken  notice 
of  one  particular.  Perhaps  you  may  have  obierv- 
ed,  in  the  tolerated  factious  papers  of  the  week. 
that  the  Earl  of  R.ochefter  is  frequently  reflected1 
on  for  having  been  Ecclcfiaftical  Commiilioner,  and 
Lord  Treafurer,  in  the  reign  of  the  late  K.James. 
The  fact  is  true  ;  and  it  will  not  be  denied,  to  his 
immortal  honour,  that  becaufe  he  could  not  com- 

E  2  ply 
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ply  with  the  meafures  then  taking,  lie  refignecl 
both  rhofe  employments  ;  of  which  the  latter  was 
immediately  fupplied  by  a  comrrufrion,  compofed, 
of  two  Popifh  Lords,  and  the  prefent  Earl  of  Go- 
dolphin. 


No,  29.     Thurfday,  February  22.   1710. 

Lans  fumma  in  fovtuna  bonis,  non  cxtuliffe  fe  in  po°> 
tejlaie^  non  fnijje  infolentem  in  perania,  non  fe  pra* 
tulijje  aliis  propter  abundanliam  fortune?  n 

J  AM  confcious  to  myfelf,  that  I  write  this  paper 
•*  v,rith  no  other  intention  but  that  of  doing  good. 
I  never  received  injury  from  the  late  miniftry ;  nor 
advantage  from  the  prefent,  farther  than  in  com- 
mon with  every  good  fubje£t.  There  were  among 
the  former  one  or  two,  who  muft  be  allowed  to. 
have  pofTefTed  very  valuable  qualities  ;  but  pro- 
ceeding by  a  fyftera  of  politics  which  our  confti- 
fution  could  not  fufFer,  and  difcovering  a  contempt 
of  all  religion,  efpecially  of  that  \vhich  hath  beea 
ib  happily  efbablifhed  among  us  ever  iince  the  re- 
formation ;  they  feern  to  have  been  juftly  fufpecl:ed 
of  no  very  good  inclinations  to  either. 

It  is  poilible,  that  a  man  may  fpeculatively  prefer 
the  conflitudon  of  another  country,  or.  an  Utopia 
of  his  own,  before  that  of  the  nation  where  he  is 
born  and  lives  j  yet,  from  confidering  the  dangers 
of  innovation,  the  corruptions  of  mankind,  and 
the  frequent  impoflibility  of  reducing  ideas  to  prac- 
tice, he  may  join  heartily  in  preferving  the  prefent 
order  of  things,  and  be  a  true  friend  to  the  govern- 
ment already  fettled.  So  in  religion,  a  man  may 

perhaps 
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perhaps  have  little  or  none  of  it  at  heart  ;  yet  if  he 
conceals  his  opinions,  if  he  endeavours  to  make  no 
profeiytes,  advances  no  impious  tenets  in  writing 
or  diicourfe  ;  if,  according  to  the  common  athe- 
iftical  notion,  he  believes  religion  to  be  only  a  con- 
trivance of  politicians  for  keeping  the  vulgar  in 
awe ;  and  that  the  pr efent  model  is  better  adjufted 
than  any  other  to  ib  ufeful  an  end;  although  the 
condition  of  fuch  P.  man,  as  to  his  own  future 
ftate,  be  very  deplorable  ;  yet  Providence,  which 
often  works  good  out  of  evil,  can  make  even  fuch 
a  man  an  inftrumcnt  for  contributing  towards  the 
prefervation  of  the  church. 

On  the  other  fide,  I  take  a  ftate  to  be   truly  in 
dan oer,  both   as  to   its   religion  and  government, 

O         '  O  «*' 

when  a  fet  of  ambitious  politicians,  bred  up  in  a 
hatred  to  the  conftitution,  and' a  contempt  for  all 
religion,  are  forced  upcn  exerting  thefe  qualities 
*n  order  to  keep  or  in  creak  their  power,  by  widen- 
ing their  bottom,  and  taking  in,  like  Mahomet, 
fome  principles  from  every  party,  that  is  in  any  way 
dii contented  at  the  prefent  faith  and  fettlement  ; 
which  was  manifestly  our  caie.  Upon  this  occa- 
iion,  I  remember  to  have  aiked  fome  cqnfiderable 
Whigs,  whether  it  did  not  bring  a  difreputation  up- 
on their  body,,  to  have  the  whole  herd  of  Preiby- 
terians,  Independents, .  Atheifts,  Ariabaptifts, 
Deifts,  Quakers,  and  Socinians,  openly  and  uni- 
verfally  lilted  under  their  banners  ?  They  anfwer- 
ed,  that  all  this  was^abfoluiely.necerTary  in  order  to 

J  J 

make  a  balance  againft  the  Tories;  and   all  little  e- 

riouch  :   for,  indeed,  it  was  as  much  as  thev  could 
*  . 

rjofTibly  do,  although  ailifted  with  the  abfolute 
power  of  difpoiing  every  employment  :  while  the 
bulk  of  the  Engliih  gentry  kept  iirm  to  their  old 
principles  in  church  and  ftate. 

But,  notwithstanding  what  I  have  hitherto  faid, 
I  am    informed  feveral  amonn;  tlic   Whips   continue 

O  O 

ftill  fo  refraclory,  that  they  will  hardly  allow  the 

E  7  heads 
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heads  of  their  party  to  have  entertained  any  deligns 
of  ruining  the  constitution  ;  or  that  they  would 
have  endeavoured  it,  if  they  had  continued  in 
power.  I  beg  their  pardon,  if  I  have  difcovered 
a  fecret ;  but  who  could  imagine  they  ever  intend- 
ed it  fliould  be  one  after  thofe  evert  afts,  with 
which  they  thought  fit  to  conclude  their  far^e  ?  But 
perhaps  they  72011;  find  it  convenient  to  deny  ^7igo- 
rouily ;  that  the  queflion  may  remain,  Why  was 
the  old  miniftry  changed  ?  which  they  urge  on  with- 
out ceafmg,  as  if  no  occaiion  in  the  leaft  had  been 
given  ;  but  that  all  were  owing  to  the  infinuations 
of  crafty  men,  pra6tifing  upon  the  weaknefs  of  an 
eafy  prince:  I  fhall  therefore  offer  among  an  hun- 
dred one  reafon  for  this  change,  which  I  think 
would  juftify  any  monarch  \vho  ever  reigned,  for 
the  like  proceeding. 

It  is  notorious  enough,  how  highly  princes  have 
been  blamed  in  the  hiftories  of  all  countries,  parti- 
cularly of  our  own,  upon  the  account  of  their  mi- 
nhns,  who  have  been  ever  juftly  odious  to  the  peo- 
ple for  their  infolence  and  avarice,  and  ingroilings 
the  favours  of  their  matters.  Whoever  hath  been 
the  lean:  converfaiit  in  the  Englifli  ilory,  cannot 
but  have  heard  of  Gavcfton,  the  Spencers,  and 
fome  others,  who,  by  the  excefs  and  abufe  of  their 
power,  coft  the  princes  they  ferved,  or  rather  go- 
verned, their  crowns  and  lives.  However,  in  the 
cafe  of  minions,  it  muft  at  leaft  be  acknowledged, 
that  the  prince  is  pleafed  and  happy,  although  his 
iubjec'ts  be  aggrieved  ;  and  he  has  the  plea  of  friend- 
fhip  to  excufe  him,  which  is  a  diipofition  of  gene- 
rous minds.  Belides,  a  wife  minion,  although  he 
be  haughty  to  others,  is  humble  and  insinuating  to 
his  matter,  and  cultivates  his  favour  by  obedience 
and  refpe6t.  But  our  misfortune  hath  been  a  great 
deal  worfe  ;  we  have  differed  for  fome  years  under 
the  oppreffion,  the  avarice,  and  infolence  of  thofe 
for  whom  the  Queen  had  neither  efteem  nor  friend- 

fhip; 
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fhip ;  who  rather  feemed  to  fnatch  their  own  dues, 
than  receive  the  favour  of  their  fovereign  ;  and  were 
fo  far  from  returning  refpect,  that  they  forgot  com- 
mon good  manners.  They  impofed  on  their  prince, 
by  urging  the  necejjity  of  affairs  of  their  own  crea- 
ting :  they  firft  raifed  difficulties,  and  then  offered 
them  as  arguments  to  keep  themfelves  in  power. 
They  united  themfelves,  againft  nature  and  princi- 
ple, to  a  party  they  had  always  abhorred,  and 
which  was  now  content  to  come  in  upon  any  terms, 
leaving  them  and  their  creatures  in  full  polTeilion 
of  the  court  :  then  they  urged  the  formidable 
ftrength  of  that  party,  and  the  dangers  which  mult 
follow  by  difobliging  it,  So  that  it.feems  almoft  a 
miracle,  how  a  princels  thus  belieged  on  all  iides 
eould  ahne  have  courage  and  prudence,  enough  to 
extricate  herfelf,- 

And  indeed  there  is1  a -point  of  hiftory  relating 
to  this  matter,  which  well  deferveth  to  be  conii- 
derecl.  When  her  Majefty  came  to  the  crown,  ihe 
took  into  favour  and  employment  feveral  perfons, 
who  were;  efteemed  the  beft  friends  of  the  old  con- 
ftitution  ;  among  whom  none  were  reckoned  far- 
ther gone  in  the  high- church  principles  (as  they  are 
ufually  called)  than  two  or  three  who  had  at  that 
timemoft  credit :  and  ever  ilnce,  until  within  thefe 
few  months,  poiTefled  all  power  at  court.  So  that 
the  firft  umbrage  given  to  the  Whigs,  and  the  pre- 
tences for  clamouring  againft  France  and  the  pre- 
tender, were  derived  from  them.  And  I  believe 
nothing  appeared  then  more  unlikely,  than  that 
fuch  different  opinions  fhould  ever  incorporate  ; 
that  party  having  upon  former  occafions  treated 
thofe  very  perfons  with  enmity  enough.  But  fome 
Lords  then  about  court,  and  in  the  CVueen's  good 
graces,  not  able  to  endure  thofe  growing  impofi- 
tions  upon  the  prince  and  people,  prefumed  to  in- 
terpofe  ;  and  were  confequently  fooii  removed  and 
difgraced.  However;  when  a  mofl  exorbitant  grant 


o 
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was  propofed,  antecedent  to  any  vifible  merit,  it 
rnifcarried  in  parliament  for  want  of  being  fecond- 
ed  by  thofe  who  had  moil  credit  in  the  houfe  ;  and 
who,  having  always  oppofed  the  like  excelTes  in  a 
former  reign,  thought  it  their  duty  to  do  fo  ftill, 
to  fliew  the  world,  that  the  diflike  was  not  againft 
perfons  but  things.  But  this  was  to  crofs  the  oli- 
garchy in  the  tendereft  point  \  a  point  which  out- 
weighed all  confederations  of  duty  and  gratitude  to 
their  prince,  or  regard  to  the  conftitution :  and 
therefore,  after  having  in  feveral  private  meetings 
concerted  meafures  with  their  old  enemies,  and' 
gtanted  as  well  as  received  conditions ;  they  began 
to  change  their  ftyle  and  their  countenance,  and 
to  put  it  as  a  maxim  in  the  mouths  of  their  emiffa- 
ries,  that  England  nnijl  befavedby  Whigs.  This  un- 
natural league  was  afterwards  cultivated  by  another" 

*  f 

incident,  I  mean  the  aft  offecurity,   and  the  confe- 

quences  of  it,  which  every  body  knows  ;  when  (to 
life  the  words  of  my  correfpondent  *)  the  fovercign 
authority  ivas  parcelled  out  among  the  facJion^  and 
?nade  the  pur  chafe  of  indemnity  for  an  offending  mini- 
Jler.  Thus  the  union  of  the  two  kingdoms  impro-' 
ved  that  between  the  miniftry  and  the  junto,  which 
was  afterwards  cemented  by  their  mutual  danger 
in  that  ftorm  they  fo  narrowly  efcaped  about  three 
years  ago,  .but  however  was  not  quite  perfected  till 
Prince  George's  death  f ;  and  then  they  went  lov- 
ingly on  together,  both  fatisfied  with  their  feveral 
fhares,  and  at  full  liberty  to  gratify  their  predomi- 
nant inclinations ;  the  firft,  their  avarice  and  am- 
bition ;  the  other,  their  models  of  innovation  in 
church  and  ftate. 

Therefore,  whoever  thinks  fit  to  revive  that 
baffled  queftion,  Why  ivas  the  late  miniflty  changed  ? 
may  receive  the  following  anfwer :  That  it  was  be- 

*  Letter  to  the  Examiner. 

•f  Prince  George  of  Denmark,  hufband  to  the  queen. 

come 
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come  necefTary  by  the  infolence  and  avarice  of  fome 
about  the  Queen,  who,  in  order  to  perpetuate  their 
tyranny,  had  made  a  monurous  alliance  wjththofe 

4  4 

who  profefs  principles  deftruftive  to  our  religion 
and  government.  If  this  will  not  iuffice  ;  let  him 
inake  an  abilracl:  of  all  the  abufes  I  have  mention- 
ed in  my  former  papers,  and  view  them  together  ; 
after  which,  if  he  ftiil  remain  unfatisiied,  let  him 
fufpend  his  opinion  a  few  weeks  longer.  Altho', 
after  all,  I  think  the  queftion  as  trifling  as  that  of 
the  Papifts,  when  they  aik  us,  Where  ivas  our  reli- 
gion before  Luther?  And  indeed  the  miniftry  was 
changed  for  the  fame  reafons  that  religion  was  re- 
formed ;  becaufe  a  thoufand  corruptions  had  crept 
into  thef  difcipline  and  doctrine  of  the  Jiate  by  the 
pride,  the  avarice,  the  fraud,  and  the  ambition  of 
thofe  who  (idminijtered  to  us  in  fecular  affairs. 

I  heard  myfelf  cenfured  the  other  day  in  a  coffee- 
houfe  for  feeming  to  glance  in  the  letter  to  CraiTus 
agairift   a  great  man,  who   is  frill  in  employment, 
and  likely  to  continue  fo.     What  if  I  had  really  in- 
tended that  fuch  an  application  mould  be  given  it  ? 
I  cannot  perceive  how  I  could  be  juilly  blamed  for 
fo  gentle  a  reproof.     If  I  faw  a  handfome  young 
fellow  going  to  a  ball   at  court  with  a   great  fmut: 
Upon  his   face,  could  he  take  it  ill  in  me  to  point 
out   the  place,  and  defire  him,  with  abundance  of 
good  words,  to  pull  out  his  handkerchief  and  wipe 
it  off;  or  bring  him  to  a  glafs,  where  he    might 
plainly  fee  rit  with  his    own   eyes  ?  Doth   any  man 
think  I  lhall  fuffer  my  pen  to  inveigh  againft  vices, 
only  becaufe  they  are   charged  upon  perfons  who 
are  no  longer  in  power  ?  Every  body  knows,  that 
certain  vices  are  more  or  lefs  pernicious  according 
to  the  ftations  of  thofe  who  pofiefs  them.     For  ex- 
ample, lewdnefs  and  intemperance  are  not  of  fo 
bad  confequences  in  a  town-rake  as  in  a  divine ; 
cowardice  in  a  lawyer  is  more  fupportable  than  in 
aa  officer  of  the  army.     If  I  fhould  find  fault  with 


an 
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an  admiral,  becaufe  he  wanted  peliienefs  ;  or  an  al- 
derman, for  not  understanding  Greek ;  that  in- 
deed would  be  to  go  out  of  the  way  for  occaiion  of 
quarrelling.  But  exceilive  avarice  in  a  general  is, 
I! think,  the  greateft  defect  he  can  be  liable  to,  next 
to  the  want  of  courage  and  conduct,  and  ma)7  be 
attended  with  the  moft  ruinous  confequences,  as  it 
was  in  Crailus,  who  to  that  vice  alone  owed  the 
destruction  of  himfelf  and  his  army.  It  is  the 
fame  thing  in  praitlng  mens  excellencies  ;  which 
are  more  or  lefs  valuable,  as  the  perfon  you  com- 
mend hath  ocean* on  to  employ  them.  A  man  may 
perhaps  mean  honeftly  ;  yet  if  he  be  not  able  to 
fpell,  he  fhall  never  have  my  vote  to  be  a  fecretary. 
Another  may  have  wit  and  learning  in  a  poft  where 
honefty,  with  plain  common  feafe,  are  of  much 
more  ufe.  You  may  praife  a  foldier  for  his  ikill 
at  chefs,  b.3caufe  it  is  faid  to  be  a  military  game, 
and  the  emblem  of  drawing  up  an  army;  but  this 
to  a  treifurer  would  be  no  more  a  compliment, 
than  if  you  called  him  a  gamejler,  or  a.  jockey. 


P.  S.  I  have  received  a  letter  relating  to  Mr. 
Greenftiields ;  the  perfon  that  fent  it  may 
know,  that  I  will  fay  fonKthing  to  it  in  the 
next  paper. 
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ite  enim  domus  tamftabilis,  qu<e  tarn  fir  ma  civil  as 
eft,  qua  nan  od»s  at  quo  dijjidns  funditus  pojjit  &• 
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TF  we  examine  what  focieties  of  men  are  in  clofeft 
•*•  union  among  themfelves,  we  iliall  find  them  ei- 
ther to  be  thofe  who  are  engaged  in  fome  evil  de- 
ling, or  who  labour  under  one  common  misfortune, 
Thus  the  troops  of  banditti  in  jfey.er.al  countries  a- 
broad,  the  knots  of  highwaymen  in  our  own  na- 
tion, the  feveral  tribes  of  Jbarpers,  thieves,  and 
pickpockets,  with  many  others,  are  ib  firmly  knit 
together,  that  nothing  is  more  difficult  than  to 
break  or  dilTolve  their  feveral  gangs  :  fo  likewife 
thofe  who  are  fellow-fufferers  under  any  misfor- 
tune, whether  it  be  in  reality  or  opinion,  are  ufu- 
ally  contracted  into  a  very  ftricl  union ;  as  we  may 
obferve  in  the  Papifts  throughout  this  kingdom  un- 
der thofe  real  difficulties  which  are  juftly  put  on 
them  ;  and  in  the  feveral  fchifms  of  Prrjlytcnans, 
and  other  feels,  under  that  grievous  perfecution  of 
the  modern  kind,  called,  'want  of  pciuer.  And 
the  reafbn  why  fuch  confederacies  are  kept  fo  fa- 
cred  and  inviolable,  is  very  plain  ;  becaufe  .in  each 
of  thofe  cafes  I  have  mentioned,  the  whole  body  is 
moved  by  one  fpirit  in  purfuit  of  one  general  end, 
and  the  intereftof  individuals  is  not  croiTed  by  each 
other,  or  by  the  whole* 

Now,  both  thefe  motives  are  joined  to  unite  the 
fagh-flying  W-bigs  at  prefent  :  they  have  been  always 
engaged  in  an  evil  defignt  and  of  late  they  are  fait, 

or 
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or  rivetted  by  that  terrible  calamity,  the  lofs  of 
power.  So  that  whatever  deflgn  a  mifchievous 
crew  of  dark  confederates  may  poilibly  entertain, 
who  will  ftop  at  no  means  to  compals  them,  may 
be  juftly  apprehended  from  thefe, 

On  the  other  fide,  thole  who  wifn  well  to  the 
public,  and  would  gladly  contribute  to  its  fervice, 
are  apt  to  differ  in  their  opinions  abdut the  methods 
of  promoting  It ;  and  when  their  party  flourishes, 
are  fometimes  envious  at  thofe  in  power ;  ready  to 
overvalue  their  own  merit,  and  be  impatient  until 
it  be  rewarded  by  the  meafure  they  have  prefcribed 
fdr  themfelves.     There  is  a  farther  topic   of  con- 
tention, which  a  ruling  party  is  apt  to  fall  into  in 
relation  to  retrojpeciibns,  and  inquiry  into  paft  mif- 
carriages  ;  wherein  fome  are  thought  too  warm  and 
zealous,  others  too  cool  and  remifs ;  while  in  the 
mean  time  thefe  divilions  are  iriduftrioufly  foment- 
ed by  the  discarded  faction  ;  which,  although  it  be 
an  old  practice,  hath  been  much  improved  in  the 
fcliools  of  the   Jefuits,  who,  when  they  defpaired 
of  perverting  this   nation  to  Popery  by  arguments 
or  plots  againft  the  ftate,  fent  their   emiiTaries   to 
fubdivide  us  into  fchifms.     And  this   expedient  is 
now  with  great  propriety  taken  up  by  our  men  o'f 
incenfed  moderation ;  becaufe    they  luppofe    them- 
felves able  to  attack  the  ftrongeft  of  our  fubdivifi- 
ons,  and  to  fubdue  us  one  after  anotlier.     Nothing 
better  refembles  this  proceeding,  than  that  famous 
combat  between  the  Horatii   and  Curiadi ;  where 
two  of  the  former  being  killed,  the  third,  who  re- 
mained entire  and  untouched,  was  a'ble  to  kill  his 
three  \vOurided  adverfarics,   after  lie  had   divided 
them  by  a  ftrata'gem.     I  well  know  with  how  tender 
a  hand  all  this  Ihould  be  touched ;  yet  at  the  famfe 
time  I  think  it  my  duty  to  warn  the  friends,  as  wefl 
ns  expofe  the  enemies  of  tlie  public  weal ;  and   to 
begin  preaching  up  union  upOn  the  firft  fuipiciori, 
'hat  any  fbps  are  made  t5  difttirb  it. 

But 
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But  the  two  chief  fubjects  of  difcontent,  which 
upon  moft  great  changes  in  the  management  oi: 
public  affairs  are  apt  to  breed  differences  among 
thofe  who  are  in  pofleffion,  are  what  I  have  jure 
now  mentioned  ;  a  defire  of  punifliing  the  corrup- 
tion of  former  managers  ;  and  the  rewarding  merit 
among  thofe  who  have  been  anyvway  inirrumentai 
or  confenting  to  the  change.  The  iirft  of  thefe  is 
a  point  fo  nice,  that  I  fha.ll  purpofely  wave  it  :  bur. 
the  lamer  I  take  to  fall  properly  within  my  diftricl:. 
By  merit  \  here  underihmd  that  value  which  every 
man  puts  upon  his  own  defervings  from  the  public. 
And  I  believe,  there  could  not  be  a  more  difficult 
employment  found  out,  than  that  of  paymafter- 
general  to  this  fort  of  merit ;  or  a  more  noiiV, 
crouded  place,  than  a  court  of  judicature  ere&ed 
to  fettle  and  adjuft  every  man's  claim  upon  that  ar- 
ticle. I  imagine,  if  this  had  fallen  into  the  fancy 
of  the  ancient  poets,  they  would  have  dreffed  it  up 
after  their  manner  into  an  agreeable  fiction ;  and 
given  us  a  genealogy  and  defcription  of  merit,  per- 
haps not  very  different  from  that  which  follows. 


A  poetical  genealogy  and  defcription  of  MERIT. 

<£  That  True  Merit  was  the  fon  of  Virtue  and 
"  Honour  ;  but  that  there  was  likewife  a  fpurious 
"  child,  who  ufurped  the  name,  and  whofe  p:i- 
"  rents  were  Vanity  and  Impudence.     That   at   a 
"  diftance  there  was  a  great  refemblance  between 
"  them,  and  they  were  often  miftaken  for  each  o- 
ther.      That    the   b  Jlarcl-iffoe  had   a  hud  Jljriil 
voice,  which  was  perpetually  employed  in  crav- 
ings and  complaints  •  while  the  other  never  fpoke 
louder  than  zivki/fer,  and  was  often  fobafhful, 
"  tli.it  he  could  not  fpeak  at  all.     That  in  all  great 
aflemblies  the  Fnlfi  Jllerit  would  ftep  before  the 
*'   True,  and  ftand  juft  in  his  way ;  was  conftantly 
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"  at  court,  or  great  mens  levees,  or  whifpering  in 
"  fome  minifter's  ear.  That  the  more  you  fed 
<c  him,  the  more  hungry  and  importunate  he  grew. 
(t  That  he  often  paiTed  for  the  true  fon  of  Virtue 
c<  and  Honour,  and  the  genuine  for  an  impoftor. 
"  That  he  was  born  diftorted  and  a  dwarf,  but  by 
*'  force  of  art  appeared  of  a  handfonie  fhape,  and 
"  taller  than  the  ufual  iize  ;  and  that  none  but 
4<  thofe  who  were  wife  and  good  as  well  as  vigi- 
"  lant,  could  difcover  his  littlenefs  or  deformity. 
^'  That  the  True  Merit  had  been  often  forced  to 
**  the  indignity  of  applying  to  the  FaJfe  for  his 
"  credit  with  thofe  in  power,  and  to  keep  himfelf 
"  from  ftarving.  That  Falfe  Merit  filled  the  an- 
44  .techambers  with  a  crew  of  his  dependents  and 
*f  creatures;  fuch  as  profi8ars9  fcbematifts,  occa- 
"  fional  converts  to  a  party,  prqftitute-fatterers, 
"  ftarveling  writers,  buffoons,  fbalkiu  politicians, 
*c  empty  orators,  and  the  like  ;  who  all  owned  him 
"  for  their  patron,  and  grew  difcontented,  if  they 
c<  were  not  immediately  fed." 

This  metaphorical  defcription  of  falfg  merit  is,  I 
doubt,  calculated  for  moft  countries  in  Chriften- 
dom.  As  to  our  own,  I  believe  it  may  be  faid 
with  a  fufficient  referve  of  charity,  that  we  are 
fully  able  to  reward  every  man  among  us  according 
to  his  real  defervings  :  and,  I  think,  I  may  add 
without  fufpicion  of  flattery,  that  never  any  prince 
had  a  miniftry  with  a  better  judgement  to  diftin- 
guifh  between  falfe  and  real  merit,  than  that  which 
is  now  at  the  helm  ;  or  whofc  inclination,  as  well 
as  intereft,  was  greater  to  encourage  the  latter, 
And  it  ought  to  be  obferved,  that  thofe  great  and 
excellent  perfons  we  fee  at  the  head  of  affairs,  are 
of  the  Queen's  own,  perfonal,  voluntary  choice  ;  not 
forced  upon  her  by  any  infoknt,  overgrown,  favou- 
rite, or  by  the  pretended  neceility  of  complying  with 
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Yet  thefe  are  the  perfons  whom  thofe  fcandals  to 
the  prefs,  in  their  daily  pamphlets  and  papers,  o- 
.penly  revile  at  fo  ignominious  a  rate,  as  I  believe 
was  never  tolerated  before  under  any  government. 
For  fureiy  no  lawful  power  derived  from  a  prince 
Should  be  fo  far  affronted,  as  to  leave  thofe  who 
are  in  authority  expofed  to  every  fcurrilous  libeller i 
fcecaufe  in  this  point  I  make  a  mighty  difference 
between  thofe  who  are  /<•?,  and  thofe  who  are  out  of 
power ;  not  upon  any  regard  to  their  perfons,  but 
the  ftations  they  are  placed  in  by  the  fovereign. 
And  if  my  diftin<Stion  be  right,  I  think  I  might  ap- 
peal to  any  many  whether  if  a  ftranger  were  to 
*ead  the  invectives  which  are  daily  pubiilhed  againfb 
the  prefent  miniftry,  and  the  outrageous  fury  of 
the  authors  againft  me  for  cenfuring  the  laft,  he 
would  not  conclude  the  Whigs  to  be  at  this  time  in 
full  pofTefTion  of  power  and  favour,  and  the  Tories 
entirely  at  mercy.  But  all  this  now  ceafes  to  be  a 
wonder,  fince  the  Queen  herfelf  is  no  longer  fpar- 
ed;  witnefs  the  libel  publifliecl  fome  days  ago,  un- 
der the  title  of  A  letter  to  Sir  Jacob  Banks,  where 
the  reflections 'upon  her  Sacred  Majefty  are  much 
more  plain  and  direct,  than  ever  the  Examiner 
thought  fit  to  publifh  againft  the  moll  obnoxious 
perfons  in  the  miniftry ^  difcarded  for  endeavouring 
the  ruin  of  their  prince  and  country.  Cxfar  in- 
deed threatened  to  hang  ihe  pimtes  for  prefuming 
to  diflurb  him,  while  he  was  their  prifoner  aboard 
their  {hip.  But  it  was  Csefar  who  did  fo,  and  he- 
did  it  to  a  crew  of  public  robbers ;  and  it  became  the 
greatnefs  of  his  fpirit,  for  he  lived  to  execute  what 
he  had  threatened.  Had  they  been  in  his  power, 
and  fent  fuch  a  mefTage,  it  could  be  imputed  to  no- 
thing but  the  extremes  of  impudence,  folly,  or 
madnefs. 

I  had  a  letter  laft  week  relating  to  Mr.  Green- 
fhields,  an  Epifcopal  clergyman  of  Scotland,  and 
the  writer  feems  to  be  a  gentleman  of  that  part  of 
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Britain  I  remember  formerly  to  have  read  a  print- 
ed account  of  Mr.  Greenlhields's  cafe,  who  has 
been  profecuted  and  Hi  ..need  for  no  other  reafon 
bciides  reading  divine  fervice  after  the  manner  of 
the  church  of  England  to  his  own  congregation, 
•who  deiired  it;  though,  as  the  gentleman  who 
v/rites  to  me  fays,  there  is  no  law  in  Scotland  a- 
gainft  thofe  meetings ;  and  he  adds,  that  the  fen- 
t^nce  pronounced  agamfl  Mr.  Greenfhields  •will 
fan  be  affirmed,  if  Come  care  bs  not  taktn  to  prevent 
it.  I  am  altogether  uninformed  in  the  particulars 
of  this  cafe,  and  befides,  to  treat  it  juftly  would 
not  come  within  the  compafs  of  my  paper ;  there- 
fore I  could  wifh  the  gentleman  would  undertake 
it  in  a  difcourfe  by  itfelf ;  and  I  fhould  be  glad  he 
would  inform  the  public  in  one  fact ;  whether  E- 
pifcepsl  afiemblies  are  freely  allowed  in  Scotland  ? 
It  is  notorious,  that  abundance  of  their  clergy  fled 
from  thence  (bine  years  ago  into  England  and  Ire- 
rand,  as  from  a  perfecution  ;  but  it  was  alledged  by 
their  enemies,  that  they  refufed  to  take  the  oaths 
to  the  government,  which  however  none  of  them 
icrupled  when  they  came  among  us.  It  is  fome- 
whar  extraordinary  to  fee  our  Whigs  and  fanatics 
keep  fuch  a  ftir  about  the  facred  a£l  cf  {deration, 
while  their  b  ethren  will  not  allow  a  connivance  in 
fo  near  a  neighbourhood ;  efpecially  if  what  the 
gentleman  infiils  on  in  his  letter  be  true,  that  nine 
parts  in  ten  of  the  nobility  and  gentry,  and  two  in 
thrse  of  the  commons,  are  E pi f copal ;  of  which  one 
argument  he  offereth  is  the  prefent  choice  of  their 
reprefentatives  in  both  houfes,  though  oppofed  to 
the  utmoftby  the  preachings,  threatening*,  and  ana- 
tbemas  of  the  kirk.  Such  ufage  to  a  majority  may, 
as  he  thinks,  be  of  dangerous  confequence  ;  and  I 
entirely  agree  with  him.  If  thefe  be  the  principles 
of  the  high-kirk9  God  preferve  at  leaft  the  fouthern 
pirts  from  their  tyranny. 
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Ex  refabcllas. 


T  Had  laft  week  fent  me  by  an  unknown  hand  a 
•*•  paffage  out  of  Plato,  with  fome  hints  how  to 
apply  it  That  author  puts  a  fable  into  the  mouth 
of  Ariftophanes,  with  an  account  of  the  original 
of  love  :  That  mankind  was  at  firft  created  with 
four  arms  and  legs,  and  all  other  parts  double  to 
what  they  are  now  ;  till  Jupiter,  as  a  punifhment 
for  his  fins,  cleft  him  in  two  with  a  thunderbolt  ; 
fince  which  time  we  are  always  looking  out  for  our 
other  half:  and  this  is  the  caufe  of  love.  But  Ju- 
piter threatened,  that  if  they  did  not  mend  their 
manners,  he  would  give  them  the  other  Hit,  and 
leave  them  to  hop  about  in  the  ihane  of  figures  in 
b  ijjb  relievo.  The  effccft  of  this  laft  threatening,  my 
correfpondent  imagines,  is  now  come  to  pafs  ;  and 
that  as  the  firft  fpKtthig  was  the  original  of  love,  by 
inclining  us  to  iearch  for  our  other  half;  fo  the  fe- 
cond  was  the  caufe  of  hatred  by  prompting  us  to 
fly  from  our  vtkerjide,  and  dividing  the  fame  body 
into  two,  gave  each  ilice  the  name  of  a  party. 

I  approve  the  fable  and  application,  with  this  re- 
finement upon  it  :  for  parties  do  not  only  fplit  a  na- 
tion, but  every  individual  among  them,  leaving 
each  but  half  their  ftrength,  and  wit,  and  honefty, 
and  good  nature  ;  but  one  eye  and  ear  for  their 
light  and  hearing,  and  equally  lopping  the  reft  of 
the  fenfes.  Where  parties  are  pretty  equal  in  a 
Hate,  no  man  can  perceive  one  bad  quality  in  his 
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own,  or  good  one  in  his  adverfaries.  Befides,  par- 
ly being  a  dry,  difagreeable  fubje<ft,  it  renders  con- 
verfation  infipid,  or  four,  and  confines  invention. 
I  fpeak  not  here  of  the  leaders  but  the  infignificant 
croud  of  followers  in  a  party,  who  have  been  the 
mftruments  of  mixing  it  in  every  condition  and 
circumftance  of  life.  As  the  zealots  among  the 
Jews  bound  the  law  about  their  foreheads,  and 
\vrifts,  and  hems  of  their  garments;  fo  the  women 
among  us  have  got  the  diftinguifhing  marks  of 
1  arty  in  their  muffs,  their  fans,  and  their  furbe- 
kr.vs.  The  Whig  ladies  put  on  their  patches  in  a 
different  manner  from  the  Tones.  They  have  made 
Jchlfms  in  the  plttyhdufe,  and  each  have  their  parti- 
cular fides  at  the  opera  :  and  when  a  man  changeth 
his  party,  he  muil  infallibly  count  upon  the  lofs 
of  his  mifiirefs.  I  a  iked  a  gentleman  the  other 
d  iy,  how  he  liked  fuch  a  lady  ?  but  he  would  not 
give  me  his  opinion,  till  I  had  anfwered  him  whe- 
ther (he  were  a  Whig  or  a  Tory.  Mr.  ,  iince 

be  is  known  to  viiit  the  prefent  miniftry,  and  lay 
fome  time  under  a  fufpicion  of  writing  the  exarni- 
jw,  is  no  longer  a  man  of  wit ;  his  very  poems 
have  contracted  a  ftupidity,  many  years  after  they 
were  printed. 

Having  lately  ventured  upon  a  metaphorical  ge- 
nealogy of  Merit)  1  thought  it  would  be  proper  to 
add  another  of  Party,  or  rather  of  Faflion  (to  a- 
void  mhtake),  not  telling  the  reader  whether  it  be 
;-:<y  own,  or  a  quotation,  till  I  know  how  it  is  ap- 
r  -red.  But  whether  1  reader  dreamed  it,  the 
!<;':•  k  is  as  follows. 

*'•  Liberty, the  daughter  of  Oppreffion,  after  ha- 
'-  ving  brought  forth  fever al  fair  children,  as 
*'  Riches,  Arts,  Learning,  Trade,  and  many  o- 
*'  thers,  was  at  laft  delivered  of  her  youngeft 
*'  daughter,  called  Faction,  whom  Juno,  doing 
*•*  tlis  office  of  the  midwife,  diilortecl  in  its  birth 
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"  out  of  envy  to  the  mother,  from  whence  it  deri- 
"  vcd  its  peevi/bnefs  and  ilckly  conftitution.    How- 
"  ever,  as  it  is  often  the  nature  of  parents  to  grow 
"  moft  fond  of  their  youngeft   and  difagreeableft 
"  children,  fo  it  happened  with  Liberty,  who  dot- 
«  ed  on  this  daughter  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  by  her 
"  good-will  fhe  would  never  fuffer  the   girl  to  be 
c<  out  of  her  fight.     As  Mifs  Faction  grew  up,  ihe 
*'  became  fo  termagant  and  froward,  that  there 
"  was  no  enduring  her  any  longer  in  heaven.    Ju- 
"  piter  gave  her  warning  to  be  gone  ;  and  her  mo- 
"  ther,  rather  than  forfake  her,  took  the  whole 
"  family  down  to  earth.  She  landed firft  in  Greece; 
<c  was  expelled  by  degrees  through  all  the  cities  by 
*'  her  daughter's  ill-conduct :   fled  afterwards  to  1- 
((  taly,  and  being  baniihed  thence,  took  fhelter  a- 
"  mong  the   Goths,   \vith  whom   {he   pafTed   into 
"  moft   parts  of  Europe ;    but,  being   driven  out 
"  every  where,  {he  began   to  lofe  efteem,  and  her 
"  daughter's  faults   were  imputed  to  herfelf:    fo 
"  that  at  this  time   {lie  has  hardly  a  place  in  the 
"  world   to  retire  to.      One  would  wonder  what 
"  ftrange  qualities  this  daughter  muft  polTefs,  fuf- 
(c  ficicnt  to  blafl  the   influence  of  fo  divine  a  mo- 
'*  ther,  and  the  reft  of  her  children.     She  always 
"  affected  to  keep  mean  and  fcandalous  company  ; 
'<  valuing  no  body,  but  juft  as  they  agreed  with  her 
"  in  every  capricious   opinion   {lie   thought   flt   to 
"  take  up;    and    rigoroufly  exacting  compliance, 
a  though  Ihe  changed  her  fentiments  everfo  often. 
c<  Her  great  employment  was  to  breed   difcord  a- 
«  mong  friends  and  relations,  and  make  up  mon- 
/*  ftrous  alliances  between  thofe  \vhofe  difpofltions 
er  leaft  refcmbkd  e.ich  other.     Whoever  offered  to 
<{  contradict  her,  though  in  the  moft   infigniiicant 
<*  trifle,  {he  would  be  fure  to   diftinguiih   by  fome 
*'  ignominious  appellation,  and  allow  them  to  have 
•'  neither  honour,  wit,  beauty,  learning,  honefty, 
*:  or  common  fcnfe.     She  intruded  into  all  com- 

*'  panics 
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"  panics  at  the  moft  unfeafonable  times  ;  mixed  at 
"  balls,  afTemblies,  and  other  parties  of  pleafure, 
"'  haunted  every  coffeehtufe  and  bockfellersjhop,  and 
<c  by  her  perpetual  talking  filled  all  places  with  dif- 
"  turbance  and  confufion :  flie  buzzed  about  die 
'*  merchant  in  the  Exchange,  the  divine  in  his  pul- 
**  pitt  and  the  fbopkeeper  behind  his  counter.  A- 
"  bove  all,  flie  frequented  public  ajffemblies,  where 
**  flie  fat  in  the  fliape  of  an  obfcene,  ominous  birdt 
"  ready  to  prompt  \*£E  friends  as  they  fpoke." 

If  I  under  ft  and  this  fable  of  Faclion  right,  it 
ought  to  be  applied  to  thofe  who  fet  themfelves  up 
againft  the  true  intereft  and  conftitution  of  their 
country ;  which  I  wifh  the  undertakers  for  the  late 
miniftry  would  pleafe  to  take  notice  of,  or  tell  us 
by  what  figure  of  fpeech  they  pretend  to  call  fo 
great  and  unforced  a  majority,  with  the  Queen  at 
their  head,  by  the  name  of  the  faclion  ;  which  is  not 
unlike  the  phrafe  of  the  Nonjurors^.  who  dignifying 
one  or  two  deprived  bifhops  and  half  a  fcore  cler- 
gymen of  the  fame  ftamp  with  the  title  of  the 
Church  of  England,  exclude  all  the  reft  as  fchifma- 
iics  ;  or  like  the  Prejbyterians  laying  the  fame  accu- 
fation,  with  equal  juftice,  againft  the  eftablifliecl 
religion. 

And  here  it  may  be  worth  inquiring,  what  are 
the  true  characleriftics  of  a  faclion  ;  or  how  it  is  to 
be  diftinguiflied  from  that  great  body  of  the  peo- 
ple, who  are  friends  to  the  conftitution  ?  the  heads 
of  a.  faction  are  ufually  a  fet  of  upftarts,  or  men 
ruined  in  their  fortunes,  whom  fame  great  change 
in  a  government  did  at  firft  out  of  their  obfcurity 
produce  upon  the  ftage.  They  aiTociate  themfelves 
with  thofe  who  diflike  the  old  eftablifhment,  reli- 
gious and  civil.  They  are  full  of  new  fchemes  in 
politics  and  divinity  ;  they  have  an  incurable  hatred 
againft  the  old  nobility,  and  ftrengtlien  their  party 
by  dependents  raifed  from  the  lowefl  of  the  people. 

They 
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rl  hey  have  feveral  ways  of  working  themfelves  into 
power  ;  but  they  are  fure  to  be  called,  when  a  cor- 
rupt adm in ift ration  wants  to  be  fupported  againft 
thofe  who  are  endeavouring  at  a  reformation  ;  and 
they  firmly  obferve  that  celebrated  maxim  of  pre- 
ferving  fouer  by  the  fame  arts  by  which  it  is  at- 
tained. They  aft  with  the  fpirit  of  thofe  who  be- 
lieve their  time  is  but  fhort ;  and  their  firft  care  is 
to  heap  up  immenfe  riches  at  the  public  expenie  ; 
in  which  they  have  two  ends  befides  that  common 
one  of  infatiable  avarice,  which  are  to  make  them- 
felves neceffary,  and  to  keep  the  commonwealth  in 
dependence.  Thus  they  hope  to  compafs  their  de- 
fign,  which  is,  inftead  of  fitting  their  principles  to 
the  conftitution,  to  alter  and^djuft  the  conftitution 
to  their  own  pernicious  principles. 

It  is  eafy  determining  by  this  teft,  to  which  fide 
the  name  of  faction  moft  properly  belongs.  But 
however,  I  will  give  them  any  fyftem  of  law  or  re- 
gal government,  from  William  the  Conqueror  to 
this  prefent  time,  to  try  whether  they  can  tally  it 
with  their  late  models  ;  excepting  only  that  of 
Cromwell,  whom  perhaps  they  will  reckon  for  a 
monarch. 

If  the  prefent  miniftry,  and  fo  great  a  majority 
in  the  parliament  and  kingdom,  be  only  a  ftffiion, 
it  mufh  appear  by  fome  actions,  which  anfvver  the 
idea  we  ufually  conceive  from  that  word.  Have 
they  abufed  the  prerogative  of  the  prince,  or  inva- 
ded the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  fubject  ?  Have 
they  offered  at  any  dangerous  innovations  in  church 
or  itate?  Have  they  broached  any  doctrine  of  here- 
fy,  rebellion,  or  tyranny  ?  Have  any  of  them  treat- 
ed their  fovereign  with  infolence,  ingrofied  and  fold 
all  her  favours,  or  deceived  her  by  bafe,  grofs  mif- 
reprefentations  of  her  mofh  faithful  fervants  ? 
Thefe  are  the  arts  of  a  faflion  ;  and  whoever  hath 
praclifed  them,  they  and  their  followers  muft  take 
up  with  the  name. 

It 
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It  is  ufually  reckoned  a  Whig  principle  to  appeal 
to  the  people ;  but  that  is  only  when  they  have  beerv 
fo  wife  as  to  poifoii  their  understandings  before- 
hand. Will  they  now  ftand  to  this  appeal,  and 
be  determined  by  their  vox  populi,  to  which  fide 
their  title  offafifon  belongs  ?  And  that  the  peo- 
ple are  now  left  to  the  natural  freedom  of  their 
tmderfranding  and  choice,  I  believe  our  adverfa- 
ries  will  hardly  deny.  They  will  now  refufe  this 
appeal,  and  it  is  reafonable  they  Ihoukl ;  and  I 
will  further  add,  that  if  our  people  refembled  the 
old  Grecians,  there  might  be  danger  in  fuch  a 
trial.  A  pragmatical  orator  told  a  great  man  at 
Athens,  that  whenever  the  people  were  in  their 
rage,  they  would  certainly  tear  him  to  pieces ;  yes, 
fays  the  other,  and  they  will  do  the  fame  to  you 
whenever  they  are  in  their  wits.  But  God  be 
thanked,  our  populace  is  more  merciful  in  their 
nature,  and  at  prefent  under  better  direction  ;  and 
the  orators  among  us  have  attempted  to  confound 
both  prerogative  and  law  in  their  fbvereign's  pre- 
fence,  and  before  the  higheft  court  of  judicature^ 
without  any  hazard  to  their  perfons. 


•*• 
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Non  eft  ea  mcdicina,  cum  fan<£  parti  carports  Jcak 
pellarn  adhibetur9  atque  Integra  ;  carnificina  eft 
ifta,  et  crudditas.  Hi  midentur  reipublicce^  qui 
exfecant  pejlem  aliquariiy  tanquam  Jlrumam  d* 
vitatis. 

T  AM  diverted  from  the  general  fubject  of  my 
•*•  difcourfe^,  to  reflect  upon  an  event  of  a  very 
extraordinary  and  furpriling  nature.  A  great  mi- 
niiler,  in  high  confidence  with  the  Queen,  under 
whofe  management  the  weight  of  affairs  at  prefent 
is  in  a  great  meafure  fuppofed  to  lie,  fitting  in. 
council,  in  a  royal  palace,  with  a  dozen  of  the 
chief  officers  of  the  ftate,  is  ftabbed  at  the  very 
board,  in  the  execution  of  his  office,  by  the  hand 
of  a  French  Papift  *,  then  under  examination  for 
high  treafon  ;  the  aflairm  redoubles  his  blow  to 
make  fure  work  ;  and  concluding  the  Chancellor 
was  difpatched  f,  goes  on  with  the  fame  rage  to 
murder  a  principal  Secretary  of  State  .t  :  And  that 
whole  noble  afTembly  are  forced  to  rife  and  draw 

*  The  Abbot  do  Bourlie,  who  having  quitted  h's  native  country, 
foiicited  to  be  emoloyed  ngainft  it  in  fcvaal  courts  of  Eurrpr,  and 
aflum.d  the  tiile  of  Marquis  ds  Guifcard  Pie  at  length  obtained 
a  commiflion  from  Q^  Anne,  and  embarked  in  an  expecitirn  a- 
gan  ft  France,  which  mifcarricd  j  and  his  expc£h>ti<  ns  being  c'ifap- 
pointed  by  the  new  minifiry,  he  endeavoured  to  make  his  jtace  at 
home  by  afting  here  as  a  fpy,  and  commenced  a  tr^afonable  COITL)- 
pondr'nce  ;  his  letteis  were  intercepted,  and  pioduced  to  him  by 
Mr.  Haricy,  at  his  examination. 

•f-  Ivlr.    Harley,     then    Chancellor  of  ihe    Exchequer;   aftci'waius 
E-irl  of  Oxford.' 

|  Mr.  He  Try  S\  J-  hn,  afterwards  Lord  Bolingbtoke, 

t.r  r-' 
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their  fwords  in  their  own  defence,  as  if  a  wild 
beaft  had  been  let  loofe  among  them. 

This  fact  hath  fome  circumstances  of  aggrava- 
tion not  to  be  parallelled  by  any  of  the  like  kind  we 
meet  with  in  hhlory.  Crefar's  murder  being  per- 
formed in  the  fenate  comes  nearefc  to  the  cafe  ;  but 
that  was  an  affair  concerted  by  great  numbers  of 
the  chief  fenators,  who  were  likewife  the  actors  in 
it;  and  not  tiie  work  of  a  vile  iingle  ruffian, 
Harry  the  Third  of  France  was  ftabbed  by  an  en- 
thuiiaftic  friar,  whom  he  Tuffered  to  approach  his 
perfon,  while  thole  who  attended  him  llood  at 
fome  diftance.  JUis  fucceffbr  met  the  fame  fate  in  a 
coach,  where  neither  he  nor  his  nobles  in  fuch 
a  confinement  were  able  to  defend  themfelves.  In 
our  own  country  we  have,  I  think,  but  one  in- 
ftance  of  this  fort,  which  has  made  any  noife ;  I 
mean  that  of  Feitoii  about  fourfcore  years  ago  ; 
but  he  took  the  opportunity  to  ftab  the  Duke  cf 
Buckingham  in  palling  through  a  dark  lobby  from 
one  room  to  another.  The  blow  was  neither  ieen 
nor  heard,  and  the  murderer  might  have  efcaped,  if 
his  own  concern  and  horror,  as  it  is  ufual  in  fuch 
cafes,  had  not  betrayed  him.  Beiides,  the  act  of 
Felton  will  admit  of  fome  extenuation  from  the  mo- 
tive he  is  laid  to  have  had  :  But  this  attempt  of 
Guifcard  feems  to  have  outdone  them  all  in  every 
heightening  circumftance,  except,  the  difference  of 
perfons  between  a  king  and  a  great  miniiler  ;  for 
I  give  no  allowance  at  all  to  the  difference  of  fuc- 

•*_; 

cefs  (which)  however,  is  yet  uncertain  and  de- 
pending) nor  think  it  the  leaft  alleviation  to  the 
crime,  whatever  it  may  be  to  the  punifhment. 

I  am  feniible,  it  is  ill  arguing  from  particulars  to 
generals,  and  that  we  ought  riot  to  charge  upon  a 
nation  the  crimes  of  a  few  defperate  villains  it  is 
fo  unfortunate  to  produce  ;  yet  at  the  fame  time, 
it  muft  be  avowed,  that  the  French  have  for  thefe 
lail  centuries  been  fomewhat  too  liberal  of  their 

daggers 
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daggers  upon  the  perfons  of  tlieir  greateft  men  ; 
fuch  as  the  Admiral  de  Coligny,  the  Dukes  of 
Guife  father  and  fon,  and  the  two  kings  I  lafl 
mentioned.  I  have  fometimes  wondered  how  a 
people,  whofe  genius  feems  wholly  turned  to  Ring- 
ing, and  dancing,  and  pratting,  to  vanity  and  im- 
pertinence ;  who  lay  fo  much  weight  upon  modes 
and  geftures;  whofe  efTentialitics  are  generally  fo 
fuperiicial  ;  who  are  ufually  fo  ferious  upon 
trifles,  and  fo  trifHing  upon  what  is  ferious,  have 
been  capable  of  committing  fuch  folid  villanies,. 
more  fuitable  to  the  gravity  of  a  Spaniard,  or  the 
iilence  and  thoughtfulnefs  of  an  Italian;  unlefs 
it  be,  that  in  a  nation  naturally  fo  full  of  them- 
felves,  and  of  fo  reftlefs  imaginations,  when  any  of 
them  happen  to  be  of  a  morofe  and  gloomy  con- 
ftitution,  that  huddle  of  confufed  thoughts  for 
want  of  evaporating  ufually  terminates  in  rage  or 
defpair,  D'  Avila  obferves,  that  Jacques  Clement* 
was  a  fort  of  buffoon,  whom  the  reft  of  the  friai  s 
uied  to  make  fpcrt  with ;  but  at  laft  giving  his  folly  a 
ferious  turn,  it  ended  in  enthuliafm,  and  qualified 
him  for  that  defperate  act  of  murdering  his  King. 
But  in  the  Marquis  de  Guile ard  there  feems  to 
have  been  a  complication  of  ingredients  for  fuch 
an  attempt.  He  had  committed  feveral  enormities 
in  France,  was  extremely  prodigal  and  vitious,  of 
a  dark  melancholy  complexion  and  cloudy  coun- 
tenance, fuch  as  in  vulgar  phyfiognomy  is  called 
an  /'//  look.  For  the  reft,  his  talents  were  very 
mean,  having  a  fort  of  inferior  cunning,  but  very 
fmall  abilities  ;  fo  that  a  great  man  of  the  late  mi- 
nifty,  by  whom  he  was  invited  over,  and  with 
much  difcretion  raifcd  at  firft  ftep,  from  a  profii- 
fiigate  Popijbprieft  to  a  lieutenant-general,  and  co- 
I  lonel  of  a  regiment  of  horfe,  was  at  laft  forced  to 
drop  him  for  fhame. 

*  The  monk  who  fta'obei  Hi-n-y  III.  of  France. 
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, 
Had  fuch   an   accident  happened  under  that  mi- 

rniftry,  and  to   fuch  a  confiderable  member  of  it, 

»they  would   have  immediately  charged  it  upon  the 

whole    body  of  thofe  they  are  pleafed  to   call    the 

faction.     'lliis  would  have  been  ftyled  a  high-  church 

principle  .;  the  clergy  would  have  been  accufed,  as 

promoters   and    abettors   of  the  fact  ;  committees 

would  have  been  fent  to  promlfe  the  criminal  his 

life,  provided  they  might  have  liberty  to  direct  and 

dictate  his  confeiiion  ;  and  a  black  hjl  would  have 

.been  printed  of  all  thofe  who  had  been  ever  feen  in 

the  murderer's  company.     But  the  prefent  men  in 

.  pov.er  hate   and    dcipiie    all   fuch  detefuable    arts, 

which  they  might  now  turn  upon  their  adverfaries 

with  much  more  plauiibility,  than  ever  thefe   did 

their  honourable  negotiations  with  Greg  *. 

And  here  it  may  be  worth  obferving,  how  un- 
•.•nSmous  a  concurrence  there  is  between  fome  per- 
fofiS  once  in  great  power  and  a  French  Papijl  ; 
both  agreeing  in  the  great  end  of  taking  away  Mr. 
Narley's  life,  though  differing  in  their  methods  ; 
the  firft  proceeding  by  fubornation  the  other  by 

*  In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1728,  William  Greg,  an  under- 
clerk  to  Mr.  Secretary  Harley,  was  detected  in  a  correfpondence 
xv  idi  Monfieur  Charr.illard,  one  of  the  Frenh  Ring's  ministers  ;  t0 
whom  he  traafmitted  the  proceedings  of  both  houfes  cf  parliament, 
\vith  refpett  to  the  augmentation  of  the  6)211-111  forces,  and  other 
>  v:nen  of  great  importance.  Greg,  when  he  was  indicted  of  this 
trealon,  pleaded  guilty  :  which  gave  occafion  to  Mr.  Harley's  enemies 
to  infinaate  that  he  was  privy  to  Greg's  practices,  and  had  by  affurances 
of"  pardon,  prevailed  upon  him  to  plead  guilty,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  examination  of  witneiTcs.  The  houfe  of  Lords  appointed  a  com- 
mittee of  leven,  of  whom  Lord  Siinderland  was  manager^  to  inquire 
into  the  affair.  The  committee  prefented  an  addrefs  to  the  Queen, 
in  which  complaint  was  made,  that  all  Mr.  Harley's  papers  had 
been  long  expofed  to  the  meanefi  clerks  in  his  office  ;  and  it  was 
rcquefted,  that  more  caution  might  be  ufed  for  the  futunr.  Upon  this 
addrefs,  the  execution  of  Greg  was  deferred  a  month  ;  during  which 
time  he  was  iolicited,  threatened,  and  promifed  5  but  ftill  periiiting 
to  take  the  whole  guilt  upcn  himfelf,  he  v.'ds  at  leng'.h  executed, 
having,  in  a  paper,  which  he  le't  behind  him,  juftified  Mr.Harley 
in  particular  5  which  he  would  fcarce  have  thought  necefiary,  ifno 
pa  ticular  attempt  had  been  made  againft  him. 

violence  ; 
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violence  ;  wherein  Guifcard  feems  to  have  the  ad- 
vantage, as  aiming  no  farther  than  his  life  ;  white 
the  others  deiigned  to  deftroy  at  once  both  that  and 
his  reputation.  The  malice  of  both  againft  this 
gentleman  feems  to  have  rifen  from  the  iarne  cauir, 
his  difcovering  deiigns  againft  the  government.  It 
was  Mr.  Harlev  who  detected  the  treafonable  cor- 
refpondence  of  Greg,  and  fecured  him  betimes ; 
when  a  certain- great  man,  who  ijhall  be  hameleis, 
had,  out  of  the  depth  of  his  politics,  fent  him  a 
caution  to  make  his  efcape,  which  would  certainly 
have  fixed  the  appearance  of  guilt  upon  Mr.  Har- 
ley  :  But  when  that  was  prevented,  they  would 
have  enticed  the  condemned  criminal,  with  promile 
of  a  pardon,  to  write  and  iign  an  accuiation  a- 
gainft  the  Secretary  :  Bur,  to  ufe  Greg's  own  ex- 
r -rjffiori,  "  His  death  was  nothing  near  fo  igno- 
'  minious,  as  would  have  been  fuch  a  life,  that 
<f  mu ft  be  faved  by  proftituting  his  confcience." 
The  fame  gentleman  now  lies  {tabbed  by  his  oth:^ 
enemy,  a  Pop'ifb  fpy,  whofe  treafon  he  hath  dii' 
covered.  God  preferve  the  reft  of  her  Majefty's 
miniiters  from  fuch  Protejlants,  and  from  fuch 
P-..-piJh  ! 

I  (hall  take  occailon  to  hint  at  feme  particulari- 
ties in  this  furprifing  fact,  for  the  fake  of  thofe  at 
a  diitance,  or  who  may  not  be  thorc-nghly  inform- 
ed. The  murderer  confeiTed  in  Newgate,  that  his 
chief  delign  was  againft  Mr.  Secretary  St.  John, 
who  happened  to  change  feats  with  Mr.  Harley  for 
more  convenience  of  examining  the  criminal :  and 
being  alked  what  provoked  him  to  ftab  the  Chan- 
cellor, he  laid,  that  not  being  able  to  come  at  the 
Secretary  as  he  intended,  it  was  fome  fatisfac~tion 
to  murder  the  perfon  whom  he  thought  Mr.  St. 
John  loved  beft  *. 

*  How  much  he  war,  mi  Oaken,  appe.uc  by  Lord  Eolingbroke's 
leuer  re  Si;-  WlUu.m  Wyndl.am. 

G  2  And 
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And  here,  if  Mr.  Harley  hath  ft  ill  any  enemies 
left,  whom  his  blood  fpilt  in  the  public  fervice  can- 
not reconcile,  I  hope  they  will  at  leaft  admire  his 
magnanimity,  which  is  a  quality  efteemed  even   ia 
an  enemy  :    and  I  think  there  are  few  greater   in- 
ftances   of    it   to   be    found    in   ftory.     After   the 
wound  was    given,    he   was    obferved   neither  to 
change  his  countenance,  nor  di (cover  any  concern 
or  diforder  in  his  fpeech.     He  rofe  up  and  walked 
about  the  room,  while  he  was  able,  with  the  great- 
eft  tranquility  during  the  height  of  the  confufion. 
When  the  furgeon  came,  he  took  him  afide,  and 
deiired  he  would  inform  him   freely  whether  the 
wound  were  mortal,  becaufe  in  that  cafe,  he  faid, 
he  had  feme  affairs  to  fettle  relating  to  his   family,. 
The  blade  of  the  penknife,  broken  by  the  violence 
of  the  blow  againft  a  rib,  within  a  quarter  of  an 
inch  of  the  handle,  Avas   dropt   out    (I   know   not 
whether  from  the  wound  or  his  cloaths)  as  the  fur- 
geon  was  going  to  dre,fs  him  :  he  ordered  it  to  be 
taken  up,  and  wiping  it  himfelf,  gave  it  fomc  body 
to  keep,  faying,  he  thought  it  now  properly  belonged 
to  him.     He  fhewed  no  fort   of  refentment,   nor 
fpoke  one  violent  word  againft  Guifcard,   but  ap- 
peared all  the  while  the  leaft  concerned  of  any  in 
the  company.     A  ftate  of  mind,  which  in  fuch  an. 
exigency  nothing  but  innocence   can  give,    and  is 
truly  worthy  of  a  Chriftian  philofopher. 

If  there  be  really  fo  great  a  difference  in  princi- 
ple between  the  high-flying  Whigs  and  the  friends  of 
France,  I  cannot  but  repeat  the  queflion,  how  came 
they  to  join  in  the  deftru-ction  of  the  fame  man  ? 
Can  his  death  be  pofiibly  for  the  intereft  of  both  ? 
or  have  they  both  the  fame  quarrel  againft  him, 
that  he  is  perpetually  difcovering  and  preventing 
the  treacherous  defigns  of  our  enemies  ?  However 
it  be,  this  great  minifter  may  now  fay  with  St.  Paul, 
that  he  hath  been  "  in  perils  by  his  own  country- 
"  men,  and  in  perils  by  ftrapgers." 

In 
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In  the  midft  of  fo  melancholy  a  fubjecl.,  I  cannot 
but  congratulate  with  our  own  country,  that  fucli 
a  favage  monfter  as  the  Marquis  de  Guifcard  is 
none  of  her  production  ;  a  wretch  perhaps  more 
deteftable  in  his  own  nature,  than  even-  this  barba- 
rous ac~i  has  been  yet  able  to  reprefent  him  to  the 
world.  For  there  are  good  reafons  to  believe,, 
from  feveral  circmnftances,  that  he  had  intentions 
of  a  deeper  dye  than  thofe  he  happened  to  exe- 
cute ;  I  mean  flich  as  every  good  fchje£c  muit 
tremble  to  think  on.  He  hath,  of  late  been  fre- 
quently feen  going  up  the  back-fuairs  at  court,  and 
walking  alone  in  an  outer"  room  adjoining  to  hei? 
Majefty's  bedchamber.  He  hath  often,  mid.  ear- 
neftly  preifed,  for  fonie  time,  to  have  accefs  to  the 
Queen;  even  ilnce  his  correfpondence  v;ith  France, 
And  he  has  now  given  foch  a  proof  of  his  diipoil- 
tion,  as  leaves  ir  eafy  to  gueis  what  was  before  ia 
iis  thoughts-,  and  what  he  was  capable  of  attempt- 
ing. 

It  is  humbly  to  be  hoped,  that  the  iegifiature  triH 
snterpofe  on  fb-  extraordinary  an  occalion  as  this, 
and  direct  a  puniiliment  *  fome  way  prcportiona- 
to  fb  execrable  a  crime, 


quiciutque  tuum  viohvit  ••uulr.ere 
Mvrte 


*'  An  a£  was   immediately  pafTed  to'  make  an  attempt  on  the  lire 
of  a  privy  councilor,  in  the  execution  of  his  office,  tUocy  \vithov.t- 
irenefit  of  clergy 
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Hbertate  retinenday  qua  certe  nikil  eft  dnlciusy  till 
ajjentior. 


apologia  of  the  ancient  fathers  are  reckoned 
to  have  been  the  moftiifeful  parts  of  their  wri- 
tings, and  to  have  done  greateft  fervicetotheChrifti- 
an  religion  ;  becaufe  they  removed  thofe  miirepre- 
fentations  which  had  done  it  moft  injury.  The  me- 
thods thefe  writers  took,  were  openly  and  freely  to 
diicover  every  point  of  their  faith,  to  detect  the  falfe- 
liood  of  their  accufers,  and  to  charge  nothing  upon: 
their  adversaries  but  what  they  were  fare  to  make 
good.  This  example  hath  been  ill  followed  of  later 
times  ;  the  papifts  lince  the  reformation  uiing  all  arts 
to  palliate  the  abfurdities  of  their  tenets,  and  load- 
ing the  reformers  with  a  thoufand  calumnies  ;  the 
confequence  of  which  hath  been  only  a  more  va- 
rious, wide,  and  inveterate  feparation.  It  is  the 
fame  thing  in  civil  fchifms  ;  a  Whig  forms  an  image 
of  a  Tory  juft  after  the  thing  he  moft  abhors,  and 
that  image  ferveth  to  reprefent  the  whole  body. 

I  am  not  fenlible  of  any  material  difference  there 
is  between  thofe  who  call  themfelves  the  old  Wklgsy 
and  a  great  majority  of  the  prefent  Tories,  at  leaft 
by  all  I  could  ever  find  from  examining  feveral  per- 
fons  of  each  denomination.  But  it  muft  be  con- 
feiled,  that  the  prefent  body  of  Whigs,  as  they  now 
conftitnte  that  party,  is  a  very  odd  mixture  of  man- 
kind, being  forced  to  enlarge  their  bottom  by  tak- 
ing in  every  heterodox  profefTor  either  in  religion 
or  government,  wli^fe  opinions  they  were  obliged 
to  encourage  for  fear  of  leaning  their  number  ; 
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while  the  bulk  of  the  landed  men  and  people  were 
entirely  of  the  old  fentiments.  However,  they  ftiU 
pretended  a  due  regard  to  the  monarchy  and  the 
chwck,  even  at  the  time  when  they  were  making 
the  largeft  fteps  towards  the  ruin  of  both  :  but  not 
being  able  to  wipe  off  the  many  accufations  laid  ta 
their  charge,  they  endeavoured,  by  throwing  of 
fcandal,  to  make  the  'Tories  appear  blacker  than 
themfelves  ;  that  fo  the  people  might  join  with 
them,  as  the  fmaller  evil  of  the  two. 

But  among  all  the  reproaches  which  the  Wkig& 
have  flung  upon  their  adverfaries,  there  is  none 
hath  done  them  more  fervice  than  that  of  pajjive 
obedience,  as  they  reprefent  it,  with  the  confequen- 
ces  of  non-rejiftance9  arbitrary  poiuer,  indefeajible 
right,  tyranny,  Popery,  and  what  not.  There  is  no 
accufation  which  hath  pafied  with  more  plausibility 
than  this,  nor  -my  that  is  fupported  with  lefs  juf- 
tice.  In  order  therefore  to  undeceive  thole  who 
have  been  milled  by  falfe  reprefentations,  I  thought 
it  would  be  no  improper  undertaking  to  fet  this 
matter  in  a  fair  light,  which  I  think  hath  not  yet 
been  done.  A  Whig  aiks,  whether  you  holdpaj/ive- 
obedience  ?  You  affirm  it :  he  then  immediately  cries 
out,  you  are  a  Jacobite,  a  friend  of  France  and 
the  Pretender  !  becaufe  he  makes  you  anfwerable 
for  the  definition  he  hath  formed  of  that  term, 
however  diff.-rent  it  be  from  what  you  understand. 
I  will  therefore  give  two  defcriptions  of  pajjive 
obedience ;  the  firft  as  it  is  falfely  charged  by  the 
Whigs,  the  other  as  it  is  really  profefled  by  the  Tories, 
at  leafl  by  nineten  in  twenty  of  all  I  ever  converfed 
with. 

Pajfive  obedience,  c$  charged  by  the  WHIGS. 

THE  doctrine  of  pajjive  obedience  is  to  be- 
lieve, that  a  king,  even  in  a  limited  monar- 
chy, holding  has  power  only  from  Cod,  is  only 

anfwer- 
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anfwerable  to  him  :  that  fuch  a  king  is  above  all 
law  ;  that  the  cruelleft  tyrant  muft  be  fubmitted  to- 
rn all  things  ;  and  if  his  commands  be  ever  fo  un- 
lawful, you  muft  neither  fly  nor  refift,  nor  ufe  any 
other  weapons  than  prayers  and  tears.  Although  lie 
ihould  force  your  wife  o-r  daughter,  murder  your 
children  before  your  face,  or  cut  off  five  hundred 
heads  in  a  morning  for  his  diversion  ;  you  are  ftili 
to  wiih  him  a  long,  profperous  reign,  and  be  pa- 
tient under  all  his  cruelties  with  the  fame  refigna- 
tion  as  under  a  plague  or  a  famine  ;  becaufe  to  re- 
fift him  would  be  to  refift  God  in  the  perfon  of  his 
vicegerent.  If  a  king  of  England  fhould  go  thro* 
die  ftreets  of  London,  in  order  to  murder  every 
man  he  met,  pajjive  obedience  commands  them  to' 
fnbmit.  All  laws  made  to  limit  him  fisnify  no- 
thing, although  pa-fled  by  his  own  confent,  if  he 
thinks  fit  to  break  them-.  God  will  indeed  call 
him  to  a  fevere  account  jr  but  the  whole  people 
united  to  a  man  cannot  prefume  to  hold  his  hands, 
or  offer  him  the  leaft  aftive  difobedience  ;  the  peo- 
ple were  certainly  created  for  him,  and  not  he  for 
the  people.  His  next  heir,  although  worfe  than 
what  I  have  defcribed,  although  a  fool  or  a  mad- 
man, hath  a  divine  indefeafible  right  to  fucced  him, 
which  no  law  can  difannul ;  nay,  although  he  fhould 
kill  his  father  upon  the  throne,  he  is  immediate- 
ly King  to  ail  intents  and  purpofes  ;  the  pofTeflion 
of  the  crown  wiping  off  all  ftains.  But  whofoe- 
ver  fits  on  the  throne  without  this  title,  though 

*  *^ 

ever  fo  peaceably,  and  by  confent  of  former  kings 
snd  parliaments,  is  an  ufurper,  while  there  is  any 
where  in  the  world  another  perfon,  who  hath  a 
nearer  hereditary  right ;  and  the  whole  kingdom 
lies  under  mortal  fin,  till  that  heir  be  reftored, 
becaufe  he  hath  a  divine  title,  which  no  human 
law  can  defeat, 

This 
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This  and  a  great  deal  more  hath,  in  a  thoufand 
papers  and  pamphlets,  been  laid  to  that  doctrine 
of  pajjive  obedience,  which  the  Whigs  are  pleafecl  to 
charge  upon  us.  This  is  what  they  are  perpetu- 
ally inftilling  into  the  people,  as  the  undoubted 
principle,  by  which  the  prefent  miniftry,  and  a- 
great  majority  in  parliament  do  at  this  rime  pro- 
ceed. This  is  what  they  accufe  the  clergy  of  deli- 
vering from  the  pulpits,  and  of  preaching  up  as  a. 
doctrine  absolutely  neceflary  to  falv<uion.  And. 
whoever  affirms  in  general,  that  pajjive  obedience  is 
due  to  the  fupreme  power,  he  is  prefently  loaded, 
by  our  candid  adverfaries  with  fuch  co-nfequences 
as  thefe.  Let  us  therefore  fee  what  this  doctrine, 
is,  when  ftript  of  fuch  mifreprefentations,  by  de- 
fcribing  it  as  really  taught  and  practifed  by  the  To- 
ries ;  and  then  it  will  appear  what  grounds  our  ad- 
verfaries have  to  accufe  us  upon  this  article. 

Pojfve  obedience,    cs  profejjed  and  praclifed  by  tkf 

TORIES. 

THEY  think  that  in  every  government,  whether- 
monarchy  or  republic,  there  is  placed  a  fupremev 
abfolute,  unlimited  power,  to  which  pftffive  obedi- 
ence is  due.  That  whoever  is  intrufted  the  power 
of  making  laws>  that  power  is  without  all  bounds; 
can  repeal,  or  enact  at  pieafure,  whatever  laws  it 
thinks  fit  ;  and  juftly  demand  univerfal  obedience 
and  non-refiftance.  That  among  us,  as  every  body 
knows,  this  power  is  lodged  in  the  King  or  Queen, 
together  with  the  Lords  and  Commons  of  the  king- 
dom ;  and  therefore  all  decrees  whatfoever  made 
by  that  power,  are  to  be  actively  or  paffively  obeyed. 
That  the  adminiftration,  or  executive  part  of  this 
power  is  in  England  foleiy  intrufted  with  the  prince, 
who  in  adminiftering  thofe  laws  ought  to  be  no 
more  refifted  than  the  legifltitive  power  itfelf.  But 
tluy  do  not  conceive  the  fame  abfolute  pajjive  obe- 

;?cr 
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dience  to  be  due  to  a  limited  prince's  commands. 

jt  y 

when  they  are  directly  contrary  to  the  laws  he  hath 
confented  to,  and  fworn  to  maintain.  The  crown 
may  be  fued,  as  well  as  a  private  peribn  ;  and  if  an 
arbitrary- king  of  England  ihoukl  fend  his  officers 
to  feize  my  lands  or  goods  agamft  law,  I  can  law- 
fully reiiil  them.  The  ministers,  by  whom  he  aclsy 
are  liable  to  profecution  and  impeachment,  although 
liis  o\vn  perfon  be  facred.  But  if  he  interpofe  his 
royal  authority  to  fupport  their  infolence,  I  fee  no 
remedy,  until  it  grows  a  general  grievance,  or  until 
the  body  of  the  people  have  reafon  to  apprehend 
it  will  be  fo  ;  after  which  it  becomes  a  cafe  of  ne- 
ceinty,  and  then  I  fuppofe  a  free  people  may  aflert 
their  own  rights,  yet  without  any  violation  to  the 
perfon  or  lawful  power  of  the  prince.  But  ahho7 
the  Tories  allow  all  this,  and  did  juftify  it  by  the 
fliare  they  had  in  the  revolution ;  yet  they  fee  no 
reafon  for  entering  into  fo  ungrateful  a  fubjecT:,  or 
railing  controversies  upon  it,  as  if  we  were  in  daily 
apprehenfions  of  tyranny  under  the  reign  of  fo  ex- 
cellent a  princefs,  and  while  we  have  fo  many  laws 
of  late  years  made  to  limit  the  prerogative  ;  when, 
according  to  thofe  who  know  our  constitution  beft, 
things  rather  feem  to  lean  to  the  other  extreme, 
xvhich  is  equally  to  be  avoided.  As  to  the  fuccef- 
fion  ;  the  Tories  think  an  hereditary  right  to  be  the 
beft  in  its  own  nature,  and  moft  agreeable  to  our 
eld  constitution  ;  yet  at  the  fame  time  they  allow  it 
fo  be  defeafible  by  a£l  of  parliament ;  and  fo  is 
wagna  charta  too,  if  the  legiilamre  think  fit :  which 
is  a  truth  fo  manlfeft,  that  no  man  who  under- 
ftands  the  nature  of  government,  can  bs  in  doubt 
concerning  iu 

Thefe  I  take  to  be  the  fentirnents  of  a  great  ma- 
jority among  the  Tories  with  refpecl  to  paffl&e  obe- 
dience ;  and  if  the  Whigs  infift,  from  the  writing? 
©r  common  talk  of  warm  and  ignorant  men,  to 

form 
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form  a  judgment  of  the  whole  body,  according  to 
the  firft  account  I  have  here  given;  I  will  engage  to 
produce  as  many  of  their  fide,  who  are  utterly  a- 
gainft  pajjlve  obedience  even  to  the  legiflature  ;  \vho 
•will  aflert  th-c  laft  refort  of  .power  to  be  in  the  peo- 
ple againft  thofe  whom  they  have  chofen  and  tr-u fl- 
ed as  their  reprefentatives,  with  the  prince  at  the 
head  ;  and  who  will  put  wild  improbable  cafes  to 
ihew  the  refonablenefs  and  neceffity  of  refilling  the 
legillative  power  in  fuch  imaginary  junctures.  Than 
which  however  nothing  can  be  more  idle  ;  for  I 
dare  undertake  in  any  fyftem  of  government,  ei- 
ther fpeculative  or  practic,  that  was  ever  yet  in 
the  world,  from  Plato's  republic  to  Harrington's 
Oceana,  to  put  fuch  difficulties  as  cannot  be  an- 
fwerecL 

All  the  other  calumnies  raifed  by  the  Whigs  may 
be  as  eafily  wiped  off;  and  I  have  charily  to  wifli 
they  could  as  fully  anfwer  the  jufl  accufarions  we 
have  againft  them.  Dodwell,  Hickqg,  and  Leflic 
are  gravely  quoted  to  prove,  that  the  Tories  defign 
K>  bring  in  the  pretender  ;  and  if  I  iliould  quote 
them  to  prove  that  the  fame  thing  is  intended  by 
the  Whigs,  it  would  be  full  as  reafonable  ;  fince  I 
am  fure  they  have  at  leaft  as  much  to  do  with  Non- 
jurors  as  we.  But  our  objections  againft  the  H'ligs 
are  built  upon  their  conftant  practice  for  many 
years,  whereof  I  have  produced  an  hundred  in- 
ftances,  againft  any  ilngle  one  of  which  no  anfwer 
hath  yet  been  attempted,  although  I  have  been  cu- 
rious enough  to  look  into  all  the  papers  I  could 
meet  with,  that  are  written  againft  the  Examiner  ; 
fuch  a  talk  as,  I  hope,  no  man  thinks  I  would  un- 
dergo for  any  other  end  but  that  of  finding  an  cp-  ' 
portursity  to  own  and  rectify  my  miftakes  ;  as  I. 
would  be  ready  to  do  upon  the  call  of  the  metueft 
adverfary.  Upon  which  occasion  I  ihall  take  lc;^c. 
to  add  a  few  words* 

I  flat- 
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I  flattered  myiclf  laft  Thurfday,  from  the  nature 
of  my  fubject,  and  the  inoffenfive  manner  I  han- 
dled it,  that  I  fhould  have  one  week's  refpite  from 
thofe  mercilefs  pens,  whole  fe  verity  vvrill  fome  time 
break  my  heart  :  but  I  am  deceived,  and  find  them 
more  violent  than  ever.  They  charge  me  with  two 
lies  and  a  blunder.  The  fir  ft  lie  is  a  truth,  that 
Guifcard  was  invited  over  ;  but  it  is  of  no  conie- 
quence.  I  do  not  tax  it  as  a  fault  ;  fucli  fort  of 
men  have  often  been  ferviceable  :  I  only  blamed 
the  mdifcrction  of  raffing  a  profligate  abbot,  at  the 
firft  ftep,  to  a  lieutenant-general,  and  colonel  of  a 
regiment  of  horfe,  without  ftaying  ibm-e  reafona- 
ble  time,  as  is  ufual  in  fuch  cafes,  until  he  had  gi- 
ven fome  proofs  of  his  fidelity,  as  well  as  of  that 
intereft  and  credit  he  pretended  to  have  in  his 
country.  But  that  is  faicl  to  be  another  lie  ;  for 
he  was  a  Papift,  and  could  not  have  a  regiment  : 
however,  this  other  lie  is  a  truth  too  ;  for  a  regi- 
ment he  had,  and  paid  by  us,  to  his  agent,  Mon- 
fieur  le  Bas,  for  his  life.  The  third  is  a  blunder, 
that  I  fay  Guifcard's  defign  was  againft  Mr.  Secre- 
tary St.  John,  and  yet  my  reafonings  upon  it  are, 
as  if  it  were  perfonally  againft  Mr.  Haiiey.  But  I 
fay  no  fuch  thing,  and  my  reafonings  are  juft.  I 
relate  only  what  Guifcard  faid  in  Newgate,  becaufe 
it  was  a  particularity  the  reader  might  be  curious 
to -know,  (and  accordingly  it  lies  in  a  paragraph 
by  itfclf,  after  my  reflections)  ;  but  I  never  meant 
to  be  anfwerable  for  what  Guifcard  faid,  or  thought 
it  of  weight  enough  for  me  to  draw  ccnchifions 
from  thence,  when  I  had  the  addrefs  of  both 
houfes  to  direct  me  better  ;  where  it  is  exprefsly 
faid,  "  that  Mr.  Haiiey's  fidelity  to  her  Majefty, 
"  and  zeal  for  her  fervice,  have  drawn  upon  him 
"  the  hatred  of  all  the  abettors  of  Popery  and 
"  faction."  This  is  what  I  believe,  and  what  I 
fliall  itick  to. 

But 
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But,  alas  !  thefe  are  not  the  pafTages  which  have 
railed  ib  much  fury  againft  me.  One  or  two  mif- 
takes  in  facts  of  no  importance,  or  a  ilngle  blun- 
der, would  riot  have  provoked  them  ;  they  are  not 
fo  tender  of  my  reputation  as  a  writer.  AU  their 
outrage  is  occ aliened  by  thofe  paflages  in  that  pa- 
per, which  they  do  not  in  the  leaft  pretend  to  an- 
fwer,  and  with  the  utmoft  rehi&ancy  are  forced  to 
mention.  They  take  abundance  of  pains  to  clear 
Guiicard  from  a  defign  againft  Mr.  Harley's  life  ; 
but  offer  not  one  argument  to  clear  their  other 
friends,  who,  in  the  buiinefs  of  Greg,  were  equal- 
ly guilty  of  the  fame  dcfign  againft  the  fame  perfon  ; 
whofe  tongues  were  very  (words,  and  yvhofe  penkmi 
were  axes. 
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• Sunt  hie  etiam  fua  prtsmia  laudi  • 

Simt  lachr^mes  rerumy  et  mentitm  mortalia  tangunt. 

Begin  to  be  heartily  weary  of  my  employment  as 
Examiner;  which  I  wifli  the  miniftry  would  con- 
iider  with  half  fo  much  concern  as  I  do,  and  afiign 
me  fome  other  v^ith  lefs  pains,  and  a  penikm. 
There  may  foon  be  a  vacancy  either  on  the  bench, 
in  the  revenue,  or  the  army,  and  I  am  equally  qua- 
lified for  each  ;  but  this  trade  of  examining,  I  ap- 
prehend, may  at  one  time  or  other,  go  near  to  four 
my  temper.  I  did  lately  propoie,  that  fome  of 
thofe  ingenious  pens  which  are  engaged  on  the  other 
fide,  might  be  employed  to  fucceed  me  ;  and  I  un- 
dertook to  bring  them  over  for  t'other  (rown  :  but 
VOL.  III.  II  it 
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it  was  anfwered,  that  thofe  gentlemen  do  nvuch 
better  fervice  in  the  flations  where  they  are.  It 
was  added,  that  abundance  of  abufes  yet  remain- 
ed to  be  laid  open  to  the  world,  v;hich  I  had  oft- 
en promifed  to  do,  but  was  too  much  diverted  by 
ether  fubje&s  that  came  into  my  head.  On  the 
other  lide,  the  advice  of  fome  friends,  and  the 
threats  of  many  enemies,  have  put  me  upon 
considering  what  would  become  of  me,  if  times 
Jfbauld  alter :  this  I  have  done  very  maturely,  and 
the  refult  is,  that  1  am  in  no  manner  of  pain. 
t  grant,  that  what  I  have  faid  upon  occasion,  con- 
cerning the  late  men  in  power,  may  be  called  fa- 
tire  by  ibme  unthinking  people,  as  long  as  that  fac- 
tion is  down ;  but  if  ever  they  come  into  play  a  • 
gain,  I  mnfl  give  them  warning  beforehand,  that 
I  mall  expect  to  be  a  favourite,  and  that  thofe  pre- 
tended advocates  of  theirs  will  be  pillored  for  libel- 
lers. For  I  appeal  to  any  man,  whether  I  ever 
charged  that  party,  or  its  leaders,  with  one  fingle 
action  or  deiign,  which,  (if  we  may  judge  by  their 
former  practices)  they  will  not  openly  profefs,  be 
proud  of,  and  fcore  up  for  merit,  when  they  come 
again  to  the  head  of  affairs  ?  I  faid,  they  were  in- 
folent  to  the  Queen:  will  they  not  value  themfelves 
upon  that,  as  an  argument  to  prove  them  bold  af- 
fertors  of  the  people's  liberty  ?  I  affirmed,  they 
were  againft  a  peace  :  will  they  be  angry  with  me 
for  fetting  forth  the  refinements  of  their  politics, 
in  purfuing  the  only  method  left  to  preferve  them 
in  power  ?  I  faid,  they  had  involved  the  nation  in 
debts,  and  ingroiTed  much  of  its  money  :  they  go 
beyond  me,  and  boaft  they  have  got  it  all,  and  the 
c?-cdit  too.  I  have  urged  the  probability  of  their 
intending  great  alterations  in  religion  and  govern- 
ment :  if  they  defhroy  both  at  their  next  coming, 
\vill  they  not  reckon  my  foretelling  it  rather  as  a 
panegyric  than  an  affront  ?  I  faid,  they  had  for- 
merly 
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merly  a  defign  againft  Mr.  Harky's  *  life  :  if  they 
were  now  in  power3  would  they  not  immediately 
cut  off  his  head,  and  thank  me  fcr  j unifying  the 
finceritv  of  their  intentions  ?  In  fhort,  there  is  no- 

*  * 

thing  I  ever  faid  of  thole  worthy  patriots,  which 
may  not  be  as  well  excuied  :  therefore  as  foon  as 
they  relume  their  places,  I  positively  deiign  to  put 
in  my  claim  ;  and  I  think,  may  do  it  with  a  better 
grace  than  many  of  that  party  who  now  make  their 
court  to  the  prefent  miniftry.  I  know  txvo  or 
three  great  men,  at  whofe  levees  you  may  daily  ob- 
ferve  a  fcore  of  the  moft  forward  faces,  which  every 
body  is  alhamed  of,  except  thofe  who  wear  them. 
But  I  conceive,  my  pretenlions  will  be  upon  a  ve- 
ry different  foot.  Let  me  offer  a  parallel  cafe  : 
Suppofe  K.  Charles  I.  had  entirely  fubdued  the  re- 
bels at  Nafeby,  and  reduced  the  kingdom  to  his 
obedience  ;  whoever  had  gone  about  to  reafon 
from  the  former  conduct  of  thofe  faints,  that  if  th^ 
victory  had  fallen  on  then*  fide,  they  would  have 
murdered  their  prince,  deftroyed  monarchy  and 
the  church,  and  made  the  King's  party  compound 
for  their  eftates  as  delinquents,  would  have  been 
called  a  falfe  uncharitable  libeller  by  thole  very 
perfons,  who  afterwards  gloried  in  all  this,  and 
called  it  the  work  of  the  Lo*dt  when  they  happened 
to  fucceed.  I  remember  there  was  a  perfon  fined  - 
•and  irnprifoned  for  fcandahmi  magnatum,  becaufe  he 
faid  the  Duke  of  York  was  a  Papift  :  but  when 
that  prince  came  to  be  King,  and  made  open  pro- 
fcflion  of  his  religion,  he  had  the  juftice  immedi- 
ately to  releafe  his  prifoner,  who  in  his  opinion  had 
put  a  compliment  upon  him,  and  not  a  reproach  : 
and  therefore  Colonel  Titus,  who  had  warmly  af- 
ferted  the  fame  thing  in  parliament,  was  made  a 
privy  counfelior. 

By  this  rule,  if  that  which  for  fome  politic  rea- 

*  Se?  The  Examiner,  NO  35, 

H  %  fons 
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fons  is  now  called  fcandal  upon  the  late  miniftry, 
proves  one  day  to  be  only  an  abftracl  of  fuch  a 
character  as  they  will  aftume  and  be  proud  of,  I 
think  I  may  fairly  offer  my  pretenfions,  and  hope 
for  their  favour  :  and  I  am  the  more  confirmed  in 
this  notion,  by  what  I  have  obferved  in  thofe  pa- 
pers that  come  out  weekly  againft  the  Examiner. 
The  authors  are  perpetually  telling  me  of  my  in- 
gratitude to  my  mafters  ;  that  I  blunder  and  betray 
the  caufe  ;  and  write  with  more  bitternefs  againft 
thofe  who  hire  me,  than  againft  the  Whigs.  Now, 
I  took  all  this  at  firft  only  for  fo  many  drains  of 
wit,  and  pretty  paradoxes  to  divert  the  reader;  but, 
upon  f urther  thinking,  I  find  they  are  ferious.  I 
imagined  I  had  complimented  the  prefent  miniftry 
for  their  dutiful  behaviour  to  the  Queen,  for  their 
love  of  the  old  conftiuuion  in  church  and  ftate, 
for  their  generofity  and  juftice,  and  for  their  defire 
of  a  fpeedy  honourable  peace  :  but  it  feems  I  am 
miftaken,  and  they  reckon  all  this  for  fatire,  be- 
caufe  it  is  directly  contrary  to  the  practice  of  all 
thofe  whom  they  fet  up  to  defend,  and  utterly  a- 
gainft  all  their  notions  of  a  good  miniftry.  There- 
fore I  cannot  but  think  they  have  reafon  on  their 
fide  :  for,  fuppofe  I  mould  write  the  character  of 
an  honeft,  a  religious,  and  a  learned  man  ;  and 
fend  the  firft  to  Newgate,  the  fecond  to  the  Gre- 
cian coffeehoufe,  and  the  laft  to  White's  ;  would 
they  not  all  pafs  for  fatires,  and  juftly  enough, 
^rnong  the  companies  to  whom  they  were  fent  ? 

Having  therefore  employed  feveral  papers  in  fuch 
fort  of  panegyrics,  and  but  very  few  on  what  they 
underftand  to  be  fatires,  I  {hall  henceforth  upon 
occafion  be  more  liberal  of  the  latter  ;  of  which 
they  are  like  to  have  a  talle  in  the  remainder  of 
this  prefent  paper. 

Among  all  the  advantages  which  the  kingdom 
Lath  received  by  the  late  change  of  miniftry,  the 
greateft  rnuft  be  allowed  to  be  the  calling  of  the 
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prefent  parliament  upon  the  diMblution  of  the  Lift. 
It  is  acknowledged,  that  this  excellent  afiembly  haih 
entirely  recovered  the  honour  of  parliaments,  which 
had  been  unhappily  proftitutetl  for  fome  years  pail, 
by  the  factious  proceedings  of  an  unnatural  majo- 
rity, in  concert  with  a  moft  corrupt  adminiftration. 
It  is  plain,  by  the  prefent  choice  of  members,  that 
electors  of  England,  when  left  to  themfelves,  do 
rightly  underftand  their  true  intereft.  The  mode- 
rare  Whigs  begin  to  be  convinced,  that  v;e  have 
been  ail  this  while  in  wrong  hands,  and  that  things- 
are  now  as  they  fhould  be  :  and  that  as  the  prefer.* 
houfe  of  Commons  is  the  befb  reprefemative  of 
the  nation,  that  hath  ever  been  fummoned  in  our 
memories,  fo  they  have  taken  care  in  their  firft 
feffion,  by  that  noble  bill  of  mteKfication  *,  that  fu- 
ture parliaments  fhould  be  competed  of  landed 
men  ;  and  our  properties  lie  no  more  at  the  mercy 
of  thofe  who  hare  none  themfcives,  or  at  IKS  ft  on- 
ly what  is  trar.iient  cr  imaginary.  If  there -be  any 
gratitude  in  pofterity,  the  memory  of  this  uiembiy 
will  be  always  celebrated  ;  if  other-wife,  at  leafi  \ve, 
who  fnare  in  the  bieiijngs  they  derive  to  us,  ought 
with  grateful  hearts  to  acknowledge  them. 

I  design  in  fome  following  papers  to  draw  up  a 
lift  (for  I  can  do  no  more)  of  the  great  things 
this  parliament  Jiath  already  performed  ;  the  many 
abufes  they  have  detected  ;  their  juftice  in  deciding 
election?  without  regard  to  party  ;  their  chearfuf- 
ne&  and  address  in  railing  .fupplies  for  the  war,  and 
at  -the  fame  chne  providing  tor  the  nation's  debts; 
their  duty  to  the  Queen,  and  their  kindnefs  to  the 
church.  In  tfce  mean  time  I  cannot  forbear  men- 
tioning rwo  particulars,  wjiich,  in  my  opinion,  do  dif- 
cover,  in  feme  meafurc,  the  temper  of  the  prefent  par- 
liament, and  bear  analogy  to  tiiofe  pailagcs  -rchited 

T1  c  qiv.lification  required  by  this  aft  is  fome  cft«tc  in  land, 
r  in  t  ^fleflioji  or  certain  reversion.    See  NO  44. 
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by  Plutarch  in  the  lives  of  certain  great  men  ; 
which,  as  himfelf  obferveth,  "  although  they  be 
"  not  of  actions  which  make  any  great  noife  or  fi- 
"  gure  in  hiftory,  yet  give  more  light  into  the 
"  characters  of  perfons,  than  we  could  receive 
**  from  an  account  of  their  moft  renowned  atchievc- 
"  ments." 

Something  like  this  may  be  obferved  from  two 
late  inftances  of  decency  and  good  nature  in  that  il- 
luftrious  afTembly  I  am  fpeaking  of.  The  firft  was, 
when  after  that  inhuman  attempt  upon  Mr.  Har- 
ley  they  were  pleafed  to  vote  an  addrefs  to  the 
Queen,  wherein  they  exprefs  their  utmoft  detefta- 
rion  of  the  fact,  their  high  efteem  and  great  con- 
cern for  that  able  minifter,  and  juftly  impute  his 
misfortunes  to  that  zeal  for  her  Majefty's  fervice, 
which  had  draivn  upon  him  the  hatred  of  all  the  abet- 
tors of  Popery  and  f aft  ion.  I  dare  affirm,  that  fo  dif- 
ringuifhing  a  mark  of  honour  and  good-will  from 
iuch  a  parliament  was  more  acceptable  to  a  perfon 
of  Mr.  Harley's  generous  nature,  than  the  moft 
bountiful  grant  that  was  ever  yet  made  to  a  fubject  ; 
as  her  Majefty's  anfwer,  filled  with  gracious  ex- 
preiHons  in  his  favour,  adds  more  to  his  real 
glory,  than  any  titles  Hie  could  beftow.  The  prince 
and  reprefentatives  of  the  whole  kingdom  join  in 
their  concern  for  fo  important  a  life :  Thefe  are 
the  true  rewards  of  virtue;  and  this  is  the  com- 
merce between  noble  fpirits  in  a  coin  which  the 
giver  knows  where  to  beftow,  and  the  receiver  how 
to  value,  Although  neither  avarice  nor  ambition 
•would  be  able  to  comprehend  its  worth. 

The  other  inftance  I  intend  to  produce  of  decency 
and  good  nature  in  the  prefent  houfe  of  Commons, 
relates  to  their  moft  worthy  fpeaker  *;  who  having 
unfortunately  loft  his  eldeft  fon,  the  aflembly, 
moved  with  a  generous  pity  for  fo  feniible  an  af- 

*  William  Bromley,  Efcj 
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fliction,  adjoured  themfclves  for  a  week,  that  fo 
good  a  fervant  of  the  public  might  have  fome  in- 
terval to  wipe  away  a  father's  tears.  And  indeed 
that  gentleman  hath  too  juft  an  occafion  for  his 
grief  by  the  death  of  a  fon  who  had  already  ac- 
quired fo  great  a  reputation  for  every  amiable  qua- 
lity, and  who  might  have  lived  to  be  fo  great  an- 
honour  and  an  ornament  to  his  ancient  family. 

Before  I  conclude,  I  muft  defire  one  favour  of 
the  reader  ;  that  when  he  thinks  it  worth  his  while 
to  peru fe  any  paper  written  againft  the  Examiner, 
he  will  not  form  his  judgment  by  any  mangled 
quotation  out  of  it,  which  he  ilnds  in  fucli  papers, 
but  be  fo  juft  to  read  the  paragraph  referred  to  \ 
which  I  am  confident  will  be  found  a  fufficient  an- 
fwer  to  all  that  ever  thofe  papers  can  object ;  at 
leaft  I  have  feen  above  fifty  of  them,  and  never  yet 
obferved  one  fingle  quotation  tranfcribed  with  com- 
mon candor. 


No.  35.     Thurfday,  April  5.  1711. 

Nullo  fuo  peccato    impcdiantur,  quo    minus   alter 
.peccata  demonftrare  poffmt. 


T  Have  been  conildering  the  old  constitution  ol 
•*•  this  kingdom ;  comparing  it  with  the  monarchies 
and  republics  whereof  we  meet  fo  many  accounts  in 
ancient  ftory,  and  with  thofe  at  preient  in  moft 
parts  of  Europe.  I  have  confidered  our  religion, 
eftablifhed  here  by  the  legiflature  foon  after  the 
reformation.  I  have  likewife  examined  the  genius 
and  difpoiition  of  the  people  under  that  reafonable 
freedom  they  poflefs.  Then  I  have  turned  my  re- 
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flections  upon  tiiofe  two  great  divifions  of  Whig  and 
Tory  {which  fome  way  or  other  take  in  the  whole 
kingdom)  with  the  principles  they  both  profefs,  as 
we'll  as  thol^e  wherewith  they  reproach  one  another. 
From  all  this  I  endeavour  to  determine  from  -which 
fide  her  prefent  Majefty  may  reafonably  hope  for 
moft  fecurity  to  her  perfon  and  government,  and  to 
which  ihe  ought  in  prudence  to  truft  the  admini- 
ilration  of  her  affairs;  If  thefe  two  rivals  were 
really  no- more  than  parties,  according  to  the  com- 
mon acceptation  of  the  word,  I  fhould  agree  with 
thofe  politicians  who  think  a  prince  defcends  from 
his  dignity  by  putting  himfelf  at  the  head  of  either ; 
and  that  his  wifeft  courfe  is  to  keep  them  in  a  ba- 
lance, raifing  or  deprefling  either  as  it  beft  fuits  • 
\vithhis  deiigns.  But  when  the  viiible  intereft  of 
his  crown  and  kingdom  lies  on  one  fide  ;  and  when 
the  other  is  but  a  faction,  raifed  and  Strengthened 
by  incidents  and  intrigues,  and  by  deceiving  the 
people  with  falfe  reprefentations  of  things  ;  he- 
ought  in  prudence  to  take  the  firft  opportunity  of 
opening  his  fubjects  eyes,  and  declaring  himfelf  in 
favour  of  thofe  who  are  for  preferring  the  civil  and 
religious  rights  of  the  nation,  where\vith  his  own 
are  fo  interwoven. 

This  was  certainly  our  cafe ;  for  I  do  not  take 
the  heads,  advocates,  and  followers  of  the  Whigs  to 
make  up,  ftri£lly  ipeaking,  a  national  party  ;  being 
patched  up  of  heterogeneous,  inconfiftent  parts, 
whom  nothing  ferved  to  unite,  but  the  common 
istereft  of  lharing  in  the  fpoil  and  plunder  of  the 
people ;  their  prefent  dread  of  their  adverfaries, 
by  whom  they  apprehended  to  be  called  to  an  ac- 
count ;  and  that  general  confpiracy  of  endeavour- 
ing to  overturn  the  church  and  ftate,  which  how- 
ever if  they  could  have  compaffed,  they  would  cer- 
tainly have  fallen  out  among  themfelves,  and  broke 
in  pieces,  as  their  preface/firs  did  after  they  de- 
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ftroyed  the  monarchy  and  religion.  For  how  could 
a  Whig,  who  is  againft  all  difcipline,.  agree  with  a 
Prtftyterian*  who  carries  it  higher  than  the  Papifts 
themfelves  i  How  could  a  Socinian  adjuft  his  mo- 
dels to  either  ?  or  how  could  any  of  thefe  cement 
with  a  Deifty  or  Freethinker,  when  they  came  to 
confult  upon  points  of  faith  ?  Neither  would  they 
have  agreed  better  in  their  fyftems  of  government  ; 
where  fome  would  have  been  for  a  king  under  the 
limitations  of  a  Duke  of  Venice  ;  others  for  a 
Dutch  republic  !  a  third  party  for  an  ariftocracy  ; 
and  moft  of  all  for  fome  new  fabric  of  their  own 
contriving. 

But  however,  let  us  conflder  them  as  a  party ', 
and  under  thofe  general  tenets  wherein  they  a- 
greed,  and  which  they  publicly  owned,  without 
charging  them  with  any  that  they  pretend  to  deny. 
Then,  let  us  examine  thofe  principles  of  the  Tories 
which  their  adverfaries  allow  them  to  profefs,  and 
do  not  pretend  to  tax  them  with  any  actions  con- 
trary to  thofe  profeffions  :  After  which  let  the 
reader  judge,  from  which  of  thefe  two  parties  a 
prince  hath  moft  to  fear;  and  whether  herMajefty 
did  not  confider  the  eafe,  the  fafety,  and  dignity 
of  her  perfon,  the  fecurity  of  her  crawn,  and  the 
.tranfmiilion  of  monarchy  to  her  Proteftant  fuccef- 
fors,  when  fhe  put  her  affairs  into  the  prefent 
hands. 

Suppofe  the  matter  were  not  entire  ;  the  Queen 
to  make  her  choice ;  and  for  that  end,  fliould  or- 
cler  the  principles  on  both  fides  to  be  fairly  laid  be- 
fore her-  Fir  ft,  I  conceive,  the  Whigs  would  grant, 
that  they  have  naturally  no  very  great  veneration 
for  crowned  heads  ;  that  they  allow  the  perfon  of  the 
prince  may,  upon  many  occafions,  be  rciifted  by 
arms  ;  and  that  they  do  not  condemn  thewarraifed 
againft  K.  Charles  I.  or  own  it  to  be  a  rebellion,  al- 
though they  would  be  thought  to  blame  his  mur- 
der. "  They  do  not  think  the  prerogative  to  be  yet 
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fufficiendy  limited  ;  and  have  therefore  taken  care 
{as  a  particular  mark  of  their  veneration  for  the 
iJluftrious  hoxife  of  Hanover)  to  clip  it  ftill  clofer 
again  ft  the  next  reign.:  which  confequently  they. 
would  be  glad  to  fee  done  in  the  prefent;  not  to 
mention  that  the  majority  of  them,  if  it  were  put 
to  the  vote,,  would  allow  that  they  prefer  a  com- 
monwealth before  a,  monarchy.  As  to  religion  ; 
their  univerfal  undifputed  maxim  is,  that  it  ought 
to  make  no  diftinction  at  all  among  Prot  eft  ants  ; 
and  in  the  word  P  rot  eft  ant  they  include  every  body 
who  is  not  a  Papift,  and  who  will  by  an  oath  give 
fecurity  to  the  government.  Union  in  difcipline 
and  doctrine,  the  offenfive  fin  of  fchifm,  the  no- 
tion of  a  church  and  a  hierarchy  ;  they  laugh  at  as 
foppery,  cant,  and  priejl craft.  They  fee  no  neceility 
at  all  that  there  fhould  be  a  national  faith ;  and  what 
we  ufually  call  by  that  name,  they  only  ftyle  the 
religion  of  the  magiftrate*.  Since  the  diilenters  and; 
%ve  agree  in  the  main,  why  fhould  the  difference  of 
a  few  fpeculative  points  or  modes  of  drefs  incapa- 
citate them  from  ferving  their  prince  and  county  in 
a  juncture,  when  we  ought  to  have  all  hands  up  a- 
gainft  the  common  enemy  ?  and  why  fhould  they 
be  forced  to  take  the  facrament  from  our  clergy's 
hands,  and  in  our  pofhire  ;.  or  indeed  why  compel- 
led to  receive  it  at  all,  when  they  take  an  employ- 
ment which  has  nothing  to  do  with  religion  ? 

Thefe  are  the  notions  which  mofl  of  that  party 
avow,  and  which  they  do  not  endeavour,  to  dil- 
guife  or  fet  off*  with  falfe  colours,  or  complain  of 
being  mifreprefented  about.  I  have  here  placed 
them  on  purpofe  in  the  fame.  light,  which  them- 
feives  do  in  the  very  apologies  they  make  for  what- 
we  accufe  them  of;  and  how  inviting  even  thefe  doc- 
trines are  for  fuch  a  monarch  to  clofe  with,  us  our 
law,  both  ftatute  and  common,  imderfiands  a 

*•  See  Letter  jen  the  el'ej)l  vol.  3^ 
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King  of  England  to  be,  let  others  decide.  But  then,  if 
to  theie  we  mould  add  other  opinions,  which  moft 
of  their  own  writers  juftify,  and  which  their  imi- 
verfal  practice  hath  given  a  fon&ion  to  ;  they 
are  no  more  than  what  a  prince  might  reafon- 
ably  expect,  as  the  natural  confequence  of  thofe  a- 
vowed  principles.  For  when  fuch  perfons  are  at 
the  head  of  affairs,  the  low  opinion  they  have  of 
princes  will  certainly  lead  them  to  violate  that  re- 
ipect  they  ought  to  bear ;  and  at  the  fame  time, 
their  own  want  of  duty  to  their  fovereign  is  large- 
ly made  up,  by  exacting  greater  fubmiiiions  to 
themfelves  from  their  fellow-fit bjects  ;  it  being 
indifputably  true,  that  the  fame  principle  of  pride 
and  ambition  makes  a  man  treat  his  equals  with 
infolence,  in  the  fame  proportion  as  he  affronts  his 
Superiors:  as  both  prince  and  people  have  fufli- 
ciently  felt  from  the  late  miniftry. 

Then  from  their  ccnfefled  notions  of  religion  as 
above  related.  Lfee  no  reafon  to  wonder,  why -they 
countenanced  not  only  all  forts  of  duTentcrs, 
but  the  feveral  gradations  of  freethinkers  among  ii£ 
{all  which  are  openly  inrolled  in  their  party)  ; 
nor  why  they  were  fo  very  averfe  from  the 
prefcnt  eftabliihed  form  of  worfhip,  which,  by 
prefcribing  obedience  to  princes  from  the  topic 
of  confcience,  would  be  fure  to  thwart  all  their 
Schemes  of  innovation. 

One  thing  I  might  add,  as  another  acknowledg- 
ed maxim  in  that  party,  and  in  my  opinion  as  dan- 
gerous to  the  conftitution  as  any  I  have  mentioned  ; 
I  mean,  that  of  preferring  on  all  occaiionsthe  mo- 
neyed intereft  before  the  landed;  which  they  were 
•fo  far  from  denying,  that  they  would  gravely  de- 
bate the  reafonablenefs  and  juftice  of  it ;  and  at 
-the  rate  they  went  on,  might,  in  a  little  time, 
have  found  a  majority  of  representatives  fitly  quali- 
fied to  lay  thofe  heavy  burdens  on  the  reft  of  the 
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96  THE   EXAMINER.  N 

nation,  which  themfelves  would  not   touch  with 
one  of  their  fingers. 

However,  to  deal  impartially,  there  are  fome  mo- 
tives which  might  compel  a  prince  under  the  neceffi- 
ty  of  affairs  to  deliver  himfelf  over  to  that  party. 
They  were  faid  to  poiTefs  the  great  bulk  of  caih, 
and  consequently  of  credit  in  the  nation;  and  the 
heads  of  them  had  the  reputation  of  prefiding  over 
thofe  focieties  who  have  the  great  direction  of 
both  :  So  that  all  applications  for  loans  to  the  pub- 
lic fervice,  upon  any  emergency,  muft  be  made 
through  them  ;  and  it  might  prove  highly  danger- 
ous to  diibblige  them,  becaule  in  that  cafe  it  was 
not  to  be  doubted,  that  they  would  be  obftinate 
and  malicious,  ready  to  obftruct  all  affairs,  not  on- 
ly by  ihutting  their  own  purfes,  but  by  endeavour- 
ing to  fink  credit,  although  with  fome  prefent  ima- 
ginary iofs  to  themfelves,  only  to  fhew  it  wras  a 
creature  of  their  own. 

From  this  fummary  of  Whig  principles  and  difpo- 
fitions  we  find,  what  a  prince  may  reafonably  fear 
and  hope  from  that  party.  Let  us  now  very  briefly 
conflder  the  doctrines  of  the  Tories,  which  their 
adverfaries  will  not  difpute.  As  they  prefer  a  well- 
regulated  monarchy  before  all  other  forms  of  go- 
vernment, fo  they  think  it  next  to  impofiible  to  al- 
ter that  inftitution  here,  without  involving  our 

*  O 

whole  ifland  in  blood  and  deiblation.  They  be- 
lieve, that  the  prerogative  of  a  Sovereign  ought  at 
leaft  to  be  held  as  facretl  and  inviolable  as  the 
rights  of  his  people ;  if  only  for  this  reafon,  be- 
caufe  without  a  due  fhare  of  power  he  will  not  be 
able  to  protect  them.  They  think,  that  by  many 
known  laws  of  this  realm,  both  ftatute  and  com- 
mon, neither  the  perfon  nor  lawful  authority  of 
the  prince  ought,  upon  any  pretence  whatfoever, 
to  be  refiftecl  or  difobeyed.  Their  fentiments  in 
relation  to  the  church  are  known  enough,  and  will 
cot  be  controverted,  being  jufl  the  reverfe  to  what 

I  have 
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I  have  delivered  as  the  doctrine  and  practice  of  the 
Whigs  upon  that  article. 

-But  here  I  muft  likewife  deal  impartially  too-; 
and  add  one  principle  as  a  characteriftic  of  the 
Tories,  which  hath  much  difcouraged  fome  princes 
from  making  ufe  of  them  in  affairs.  Give  the  Wings 
but  power  enough  to  infu.lt  their  Ibvereign,  ingrofs 
his  favours  to  themfelves,  and  to  opprefs  and  plun- 
der their  fellow-fubjects  ;  they  preiently  grow  into 
good  humour  and  good  language  towards  the 
crown  ;  profefs  they  will  ftand  by  it  with  their 
lives  and  fortunes  ;  and  whatever  rudeneffes  they 
may  be  guilty  of  in  private,  yet  they  arlure  the 
world  that  there  fiever  was  fo  gracious  a  monarch. 
But  to  the  ihame  of  the  Tones  it  muft  be  eonfefled, 
that  nothing  of  all  this  hath  been  ever  obferved 
in  them  :  in  or  out  of  favour,  you  fee  no  al- 
teration, farther  than  a  little  cheerfulnefs  or  cloud 
in  their  countenances  :  The  higheft  employments 
can  add  nothing  to  their  leyalty;  but  their  beha- 
viour to  their  prince,  as  well  as  their  expreffions 
of  love  and  duty,  are  in  all  conditions  exactly  the 
fame 

Having  thus  impartially  ftated  the  avowed  prin- 
ciple of  IVh'ig  and  Tory  •  let  the  reader  determine  as 
he  pleafeth,  to  which  of  thefe  two  a  wife  prince 
may,  with  moft  fafety  to  himfelf  and  the  public, 
truft  his  peribn  and  his  affairs  ;  and  whether  it  were 
flaihnefs  or  prudence  in  her  Majefty  to  make  thc-fe 
changes  in  the  miniftry,  which  have  been  fo  high* 
ly  extolled  by  fome,  and  condemned  by  others, 
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Tres.  fpecies  tarn  dijjimiles,  iria  talla  textd, 
Una  dies  dedit  exitio — 


I  Write  this  paper  for  the  fake  of  the  DiJJenters* 
whom  I  take  to  be  the  mofc  fpreading  branch  of 
the  Whig  party,  that  prqfejjeth  Chnftianity  ;  and  the 
only  one  that  feems  to  be  zealous  for  any  particular 
iyiteni  of  it  ;  the  bulk  of  thofe  we  call  the  Loiv- 
church  being  generally  indifferent  and  undetermin- 
ed in  that  point  ;  and  the  other  fubdivifions  having 
not  yet  taken  either  the  Old  or  New  Teftament  in- 
to their  fcheme.  By  the  Dijfenters,  therefore,  it 
will  eaiily  be  underftood  that  I  mean  the  P'rcfiyte- 
rianf,  as  they  include  the  feels  of  Anttbaptiftf,  Inde- 
pendent, and  others,  which  have  been  melted  down 
into  them  fmce  the  re/lor ation.  This  feel,  in  order 
to  make  itfelf  national,  having  gone  fo  far  as  to 
raife  a  rebellion,  murder  their  King,  deflroy  mo- 
narchy and  the  church,  was  afterwards  broken  in 
pieces  by  it  own  diviiions  ;  which  made  way  for  the 
King's  return  from  his  exile.  However,  the  zeal- 
ous among  them  did  ftill  entertain  hopes  of  reco- 
vering the  dominion  of  grace  ;  whereof  I  have  read 
a  remarkable  pail  age  in  a  book  publilhed  about  the 
year  1661,  and  written  by  one  of  their  own  fide. 
As  one  of  the  regicides  was  going  to  his  execution, 


*— •*  ^-^  ^^  /^ 

a   friend    aiked   him,  whether  he  thought  the    caufe 
would  revive  ?  He  anfwered,  the  caufe  is  in  the  bo- 
fom  ofChrift  ;   and  ai  fure  as   Chrift  rofe  from  the 
)  fo  fure  will  the  caufe  revive  alfo.     And  there- 
fore 
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fore  the  Nonconfonmfts  were  ftriclly  watched,  and 
retrained  by  penal  laws,  during  tlie  reign  of  King 
Charles  II.  the  court  and  kingdom  looking  on  them 
as  a  fusion  ready  to  join  in  any  defign  againft  the 
government  in  church  or  ft.ite.  And  fiirely  this 

was  reafonab>e  enough,  while   fo  many  continued 

*-*          . 
alive  who  had  voted,  and  fought,   and  preached  ?,.- 

gainft  both,  and  gave  no  proof  that  they  had  chang- 
ed thx-ir  principles.  The  Nonconformijls  were  then 
exactly  upon  the  fame  foot  with  <ynr  'Nor/jurors 
now,  whom  we  double  tax,  forbid  their  conven- 
ticles, and  keep  under  hatches,  without  thinking 
ouri elves  poflefled  with  a  periecuting  fpirit ;  be- 
caufe  we  know  they  want  nothing  but  the  power  to 
ruin  us.  This,  in  my  opinion,  fhould  altogether 
filence  the  Difjenten  complaints  of  perfecUtion  un- 
der K.  Charles  II.  or  make  them  fhew  us  wherein 
they  differed  at  that  time,  from  what  our  Jacobites 
are  now. 

Their  inclinations  to  the  church  were  Coon  dif- 
covered,  when  King  James  II.  ilicceecled  to  the 
crown,  with  whom  they  unammcmfly  joined  in  irs 
ruin  to  revenge  th^mfelves  for  that  reilraint  they 
had  mo  ft  juftiy  (tifrered  in  the  foregoing  reign, 
not  from  the  perfecutin^  temper  of  the  clergy,  as 

i  O  C7y  ' 

their  clamours  would  iuggerr,  but  the  prudence 
and  caution  of  the  le°iilaiure.  The  fame  indul- 

O 

gence  againft  law  was  made  life  of  by  them  and  the 
Papifts  ;  and  they  amicably  employed  their  power, 
as  in  defence  of  one  common  interciK 

But  the  revolution  happening  foon  after,  ferved 
towaih  away  the  memory  of  the  rebellion;  upon 
which  the  run  again  ft  Popery  was  no  doubt  as  juft 
and  feafonable,  as  that  of  Fanatu'ifm  after  the  re- 
itoration  ;  and  the  dread  of  Popery  being  then  our 
lateft  danger,  and  confequently  the  moft  frefh  up- 
on our  fpirits,  all  mouths  were  open  againft  that  ; 
the  Dijjenters  were  rewarded  with  an  indulgence  by 
l-.uv  ;  the  rebellion  and  King's  murder  were  now 

I  2  no 
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no  longer  a  reproach  ;  the  former  was  only  a  civil 
\var,  and  whoever  durft  call  it  a  rebellion  was  a  Ja- 
coblts  and  &  friend  \Q  France.  This  was  the  more 
unexpcebed,  becaufe  the  revolution  being  wholly, 
brought  about  by  church-of-Enoland  hands,  they 

*• J  J  O  J  . 

hoped  one  good  confequence  of  it  would  be  the  re- 
lieving us  from  the  mcronchments  of  DiJ/enters,  as 
well  as  thole  of  Papijh;  fince  both  had  equally  con- 
federated towards  our  ruin:  and  therefore  when 
the  crown  was  new  fettled,  it  was  hoped  at  leaft,. 
that  the  reft  of  the  conftitution  would  be  reftored, 
But  this  a  flair  took  a  very  different  turn  :  the  Dif- 
jenters  had  juft  made  a  iliift  to  lave  a  tide,  and  join 
with  the  Prince  of  Orange,  when  they  found  all 
was  defperate  with  their  proicclor  K.James;  and: 
obferving  a  party  then  forming  again  ft  the  old 
principles  in  church  and  ftate,  under  the  name  of 
Whigs  and  Loiv-cliirckmen,  they  lifted  themfdves  of 
it,  where  they  have  ever  iince  continued. 

J 

It  is  therefore  upon  the  foot  they  now  are  that  I 
would  apply  rnyfelf  to  them,  and  defire  they  \vcmld 
confider  the  different  circumftances  at  prefent  from 
what  they  were  under,  \vhen  they  began  their  de- 
figns  againft  the  church  and  monarchy  about  feven- 
ty  years  ago.  At  that  juncture  they  made  up  the 
body  of  the  party  ;  and  whoioever  joined  with  them 
from  principles  of  revenge,  dilcontent,  ambition^ 
or  love  of  change,  were  all  forced  to  fhelter  uncle E 
their  denomination  ;  united  heartily  in  the  preten- 
ces of  a  further  and  purer  reformation  in  religion, 
and  of  advancing  the  great  ivork  (as  the  cant  was 
then)  thai  Codivas  about  to  do  in  thcfe  nations  ;  re- 
ceived the  fyftems  of  doctrine  an-d  difcpline  prefcri- 
bed  by  the  Scots,  and  readily  took  the  covenant  • 
fo  that  there  appeared  no  cliviiion  among  them,  till 
after  the  common  enemy  was  fubduecl. 

But  now  their  cafe  is  quite  otherwife  ;  and  I  can 
hardly  think  it  worth  being  of  a  party,  upon  the 
terms  tkey  have  been. received  of  late  years.  Fos 

fhppofe 
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fuppofe  the  whole  faflion  ihould  at  length  fucceed 
in  their  clefign  of  deftroying  the  church  ;  are  they 
Ib  weak  to  imagine,  that  the  new-modelling  of  re- 
ligion would  be  put  into  their  hands  ?  Would  their 
brethren,  the  Low-churcbtrfcn  and  Freethinkers,  fub- 
niit  to  their  difcipKne,  their  fynods,  or  their  clajjes\ 
and  divide  the  lands  of  biihops,  or  deans  and  chap- 
ters among  them  ?  How  can  they  help  obferving, 
•that  their  allies,  mftead  of  pretending  more  fancti- 
ty  than  other  men,  are  fome  of  them  for  levelling 
all  religion  ;  and  the  reft  for  abolifhing  it  ?  Is  it 
not  manifeft,  that  they  have  been  treated  by  their 
confederates  exactly  after  the  fame  manner  as  they 
\vere  by  K.  James  II.  made  inftruments  to  ruin  the 
church  ;  not  for  their  own  fakes,  but  under  a  pre- 
tended project  of  univerfal  freedom  in  opinion  to 
advance  the  dark  deligns  of  thofe  who  employ 
them  ?  For  excepting  the  antimonarchtcat  principle, 
and  a  few  falfc  notions  about  liberty,  I  fee  but  little 
agreement  betwixt  them  ;  and  even  in  thefe,  I  be- 
lieve, it  would  be  irnpoiilble  to  contrive  a  frame  of 
government  that  would  pleafc  them  all,  if  they  bad- 
it  now  in  their  power  to  try.  But  however,  to  bq 
fure,  the  Pr-ejbyterian  inilitution  would  never  ob- 
tain. For  fuppofe  they  ihould,  in  imitation  of 
their  predeceilbrs,  propofe  to  have  no  King  but  our 
Saviour  Chrift  ;  the  whole  clan  of  Freethinkers* 
v.-ould  immediately  object  and  refufe  his  authority. 
Neither  would  their  Low-church  brethren  uie  them 
better,  as  well  knowing  what  enemies  they  arc  to 
that  doctrine  of  unlimited  toleration,  wherever 
they  are  fufrered  to  prefide.  So  that  upon  the 
whole  I  do  not  fee,  as  their  prefent  circumftanccs 
ftand,  where  the  Diffenters  can  find  better  quarter 
than  from  the  church  of  England. 

Beiidcs,  I  leave  it  to  their  consideration ,  whe- 
ther, with  all  their  zeal  again  ft  the  church,  they 
ought  not  to  fliew  a  little  decency  ;  raid  how  far  it 
coniifts  with  their  reputation  to  act  in  concert  with 

I  3  fuch' 
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fuch  confederates.  It  was  reckoned  a  very  infa- 
mous proceeding  in  the  prefent  Moft  Chriftian 
King  *  to  allift  the  Turk  againft  the  Emperor  :  po- 
licy and  reafons  of  ftate  were  not  allowed  fufficient 
excufes  for  taking  part  with  an  Infidel  againft  a  Be- 
liever. It  is- one  of  the  Diffentfrs  quarrels  againft 
the  church,  that  Ihe  is  not  enough  reformed  from 
Popery :  yet  they  boldly  entered  into  a  league  with 
Pupifts  and  a  Popijh  prince  to  deftroy  her.  They 
profefs  much  fanclity,  and  object  againft  the  wic- 
ked lives  of  ibme  of  our  members  :  yet  they  have 
been  long,  and  ft  ill  continue,  in  ftridl  combina- 
tion with  Libertines  and  dtbeijts  to  contrive  our  ru- 
in. What  if  the  Jews  fhould  multiply,  and  be- 
come a  formidable  party  among  us  ?  Would  the 
Dtjj'enters  join  in  alliance  with  them  likewife,  be- 
caufe  they  agree  already  in  fome  general  principles^ 
and  becaufe  the  Jews  are  allowed  to  be  zftiff -necked 
and  rebellious  people  ? 

It  is  the  part  of  wife  men  to  conceal  their  paf- 
iions,  when  they  are  not  in  circumftances  of  exert- 
ing them  to  purpofe ;  the  arts  of  getting  power, 
and  preferving  indulgence,  are  very  different.  For 
the  former,  the  reafonable  hopes  of  the  DiJ/enters 
feem  to  be  at  an  end  ;  their  comrades,  the  Whigs 
and  Freethinkers,  are  juft  in  a  condition  proper  to 
be  forf.iken  ;  and  the  parliament,  as  well  as  the 
body  of  the  people,  will  be  deluded  no  longer. 
Beildes,  it  foine times  happens  for  a  caufe  to  be  ex- 
haufted  and  worn  out,  as  that  of  the  IVhigs  in  ge- 
neral feems  at  prefent  to  be  :  the  nation  had  felt  e- 
nough  of  it.  It  is  as  vain  to  hope  reftoring  that 
tlecayed  intereft,  as  for  a  man  of  fixty  to  talk  of 
entering  on  a  new  fcene  of  life,  that  is  only  proper 
for  youth  and  vigour.  New  circumftances  and 
new  men  muft  arife,  as  well  as  new  occailons, 
\vhich  are  not  like  to  happen  in  our  time.  So  that 

*   Louis  XIV.  King  cf  France, 

the 
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the  Dijffenter*  have  no  game  left  at  prefent,  but  to 
iecure  their  indulgence :  in  order  to  which,  I  will 
be  ib  bold  to  offer  them  fome  advice. 

Fir  ft,  That  until  fome  proceedings  are  a  little  for- 
got, they  would  take  care  not  to  provoke,  by  any 
violence  of  tongue  or  pen,  ib  great  a  majority  as 
there  is  now  againft  them  ;  nor  keep  up  any  longer 
that  combination  with  their  broken  allies  ;  but  dif- 
perfe  themfelves,  and  lie  dormant  againft  fome  bet- 
ter opportunity.  J  have  fliewn  they  could  have 
got  no  advantage,  if  the  late  party  had  prevailed  ;. 
and  they  will  certainly  lofe  none  by  its  fall,  tmlefs 
through  their  own  fault.  They  pretend  a  mi°hty 

D  J     f  C        J 

veneration  for  the  Queen  ;  let  them  give  proof  of 
it  by  quitting  the  ruined  intereft  of  thole  who  have 
ufed  her  fo  ill ;  and  by  a  due  refpect  to  the  perfons 
fhe  is  pleafed  to  truft  at  prefent  with  her  affairs. 
When  they  can  no  longer  hope  to  govern,  when 
ftruggling  can  do  them  no  good,  and  may  pofllbiy 
hurt  them  ;  what  is  left,  but  to  be  illent  and  pal- 
iive  ? 

Secondly,  Although  there  be  no  law  (befides  that 
of  God  almighty)  againft  occasional  conformity,  it 
would  be  prudence  in  the  Diffenten  to  ufe  it  as  ten- 
derly as  they  can  :  for  befides  the  infamous  hypo- 
crify  of  the  thing  itfelf,  too  frequent  practice  would 
perhaps  make  a  remedy  necefTary.  And  after  all 
they  have  faid  to  juftify  themfelves  in  this  point,  it 
fliil  continues  hard  to  conceive,  how  thofe  confci- 
rnces  can  pretend  to  be  fcrupulous,  upon  which  an 
employment  hath  more  power  than  the  love  of  u- 
oity. 

In  the  lajl  place,  I  am  humbly  of  opinion,    that 

the  Diflenters  would  do  well  to  drop  that  lefjo>:  they 
-  .  j/  f         j 

have  learned  from  their  directors,  of  affecting  to 
be  under  horrible  apprehenfions,  that  the  Tories 
are  in  the  intcreft  of  the  pretender >  and  would  be 
ready  to  embrace  the  flrft  opportunity  of  inviting 
Jhim  over.  It  is  with  the  woril  grace  in  the  world  that 

they 
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they  oiler  to  join  in  the  ciy  upon  this  article  :  as  if 
thole  who  alone  flood  in  the  gap  againft  all  the  in- 
croachments  of  Popery  and  arbitrary  power,  are 
not  more  likely  to  keep  out  both  than  a  fet  of 
fcbifmaticsy  who,  to  gratify  their  ambition  and  re- 
venge, did,  by  the  meaneft  compliances,  encou- 
rage and  fpirit  up  that  unfortunate  prince  to  fall 
upon  fuch  rneafures  as  muiirat  lafthave  ended  in  the 
ruin  of  our  liberty  and  religion. 

P.  S.  I  wiili  thofe  who  give  themfelves  the  trouble 

O 

to  write  to  the  Examiner^  would  coniider  whe- 
ther that  they  fend  be  proper  for  fuch  a  paper  to 
take  notice  of.  I  had  one  letter  laft  week,  writ- 
ten, as  I  fuppofe,  by  a  divine,  to  clelire  I  would 
offer  fome  reafons  againft  a  bill  now  before  the 
parliament  for  ascertaining  the  tithe  of  hops  ;  from 
which  the  writer  apprehends  great  damage  to  the 
clergy,  efpecially  the  poorer  incurs'.  If  it  be  as 
he  fays,  (and  he  feems-  to  argue  very  reafonably 
upon  it),  the  convocation  now  fitting,  will,  no 
doubt,  upon  due  application,  reprefent  the  mat- 
ter to  the  houfe  of  Commons  ;  and  he  may  ex- 
pect all  juftice  and  favour  from  that  great  body, 
who  have  already  appeared  fo  tender  of  their 
rights. 

Jk  gentleman  likewife,  who  hath  fent  me  feveral 
letters  relating  to  perfonal  hardfhips  he  received 
from  fome  of  the  late  miniftry,  is  advikd  to  pu- 
blifh  a  narrative  of  them,  they  being  too  large,. 
s.nd  not  proper  for  this  paper. 


No  37. 
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Semper  caufte  eventorum  magls  movent  qiiam  ipfa  €• 

venta. 


I 


AIM  glad  to  obferve,  that  fever  al"  among  the 
ll'hlgs  have  begun  very  much  to  change  their 
language  of  late.  The  ftyle  is  now  among  the 
reaibnable  part  of  them,  when  they  meet  a  man  in 
buiinds,  or  a  member  of  parliament  ;  JVell,  Gentk- 
tnen,  if  you  go  on  as  you  have  hitherto  done,  ive  /hall 
no  longer  have  any  pretence  to  complain.  They  find, 
it  leems,  that  there  have  been  yet  no  overtures 
made  to  bring  in  the  pretender,  nor  any  preparatory- 
fteps  towards  it.  They  read  no  inflaving  votes,, 
nor  bills  brought  in  to  endanger  the  fubjecl.  The 
indulgence  to  Scrupulous  confciences  is  again  con- 
firmed from  the  throne,  inviolably  preferved,  and 
not  the  leaft  whifper  offered  that  may  affect  it.  All 
care  is  taken  to  fupport  the  war  ;  fupplfes  chearful- 
ly  granted,,  and  funds  readily  iubicribed  to,  infpite 
of  the  little  arts  made  ufe  of  to  difcredlt  them.  The 
juft  refentments  of  fome,  which  are  laudable  ia 
themfelves,  and  which  at  another  jundlure  it  might 
be  proper  to  give  way  to,  have  been  foftened  or 
diverted  by  the.  calmnefs  of  others.  So  that,  up- 
on the  article  of  prefent  management,  I  do  not 
fee  how  any  objection  of  weight  can  well  be  raifed. 

However,  our  adversaries  itill  alledge,  that  this 
great  fuccefs  was  wholly  unexpected,  and  out  of  all 
probable  view  :  that  in  public  affairs  we  ought  leaft 
»f  all  others  to  judge  by  events :  that  the  attempt 

of 
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of  changing  a  miniftry,  during  the  difficulties  of  a 
long  war,  was  rafh  and  inconiklerate  :  that  if  the 
Queen  were  difpofed,  by  her  inclinations,  or  from 
any  perfonal  diilike,  for  fach  a  change,  it  might 
have  been  done  with  more  fafety  in  a  time  of  peace ; 
that  if  it  had  mifcarried  by  any  of  thofe  incidents, 
which  in  all  appearance  might  have  intervened, 
the  confequences  would  perhaps  have  ruined  the 
whole  confederacy  :  and  therefore,  however  it  hath 
now  fucceeded,  the  experiment  was  too  dangerous 

'  f  O 

to  try. 

But  this  is  what  we  can  by  no  means  allow  them, 
We  never  will  admit  raihnefs  or  chance  to  have. 
produced  all  this  harmony  and  order.  Tt  is  viiible 
to  the  world,  that  the  feveral  fteos  tow.rds  this 
change  were  {lowly  taken,  and  with  the  utmoft 
caution.  The  movers  obferved  as  they  went  on,. 
how  matters  would  bear;  and  advanced  no  farther 
at  firft,  than  fo  as  they  might  be  able  to  ftop  or  go 
back,  if  circurmlances  were  not  mature.  Things 
were  grown  to  fuch  a  height,  that  it  was  no  longer 
the  queftion,  whether  a  perfon  who  aimed  at  an 
employment,  were  a  Whi%  or  Tory  •  much  lefs  whe- 
ther he  had  merit,  or  proper  abilities,  for  what  he 
pretended  to  :  he  muft  owe  his  preferment  only  to 
the  favourites ;  and  the  crown  was  fo  far  from  no- 
minating, that  they  would  not  allow  it  a  negatives 
This  the  Queen  was  refolved  no  longer  to  endure  ; 
and  began  to  break  into  their  prescription,  by  be- 
ftowing  one  or  two  places  of  confequence  without 
confulting  her  epbcri,  after  they  had  fixed  them  for 
others,  and  concluded  as  ufual,  that  all  their  bufi- 
nefs  was  to  fignify  their  pleafure  to  her  Majefty. 
But  although  the  peribns  the  Queen  had  chofen 
were  fuch  as  no  objection  could  well  be  raifed  a- 
gainft  upon  the  fcore  of  party,  yet  the  oligarchy  took 
the  alarm  ;  their  fovereirn  authority  was,  it  iecms, 
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called  in   queftion  ;  they  grew   into  anger  and  dif- 
content,  as  if  their  undoubted  rights  were  viola- 
ted, 
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ted.  All  former  obligations  to  their  fovereign  now 
•became  cancelled ;  and  they  put  themielvcs  i.pon 
the  foot  of  people,  who  are  hardly  ufed  after  the 
moft  eminent  fervices. 

I  believe  all  men,  who  know  any  thing  in  poli- 
tics, will  agree,  that  a  prince  thus  treated  by  thofe 
he  hath  moil  confided  in,  and  perpetually  loaded 
with  his  favours,  ought  to  extricate  himfelf  as  fooii 
as  poffible  ;  and  is  then  only  blameable  in  his  choice 
of  time,  when  he  defers  one  minute  after  it  is  in 
his  power  ;  becaufe  from  the  monftrous  incroach- 
ments  of  exorbitant  avarice  and  ambition  he  cannot 
tell  how  long  it  may  continue  to  be  fo.  And  it 
will  be  found  upon  inquiring  into  hiftory,  that 
moft  of  thofe  princes  who  have  been  ruined  by  fa- 
vourites, have  owed  their  misfortune  to  the  neglect 
of  earlier  remedies ;  deferring  to  ilruggle,  until 
they  were  quite  iunk. 

The  Whigs  are  every  day  curfing  the  ungoverna- 
ble rage,  the  haughty  pride,  and  infatiable  cove- 
toufneis  of  a  certain  person,  as  the  caufe  of  their 
fall ;  and  are  apt  to  tell  their  thoughts,  that  one 
fingle  removal  might  have  let  all  things  right.  But 
the  interefts  of  that  Jingle  pcrfen  were  found  upon 
experience  fo  complicated  and  woven  with  the  reft 
by  love,  by  awe,  by  marriage3  by  alliance,  that  they 
would  rather  confound  heaven  and  earth,  than  dif- 
folve  fuch  an  union. 

I  have  always  heard  and  underftood,  that  a  king 
of  England  poiTefTed  of  his  people's  hearts,  at  the 
head  of  a  free  parliament,  and  in  full  agreement 
with  a  great  majority,  made  the  true  figure  in  the 
world  that  fuch.  a  monarch  ought  to  do }  and  pur- 
-fued  the  real  intereft  of  himfelf  and  his  kingdom. 
Will  they  allow  her  Majefty  to  be  in  thofe  circum- 
ftances  at  prefent  ?  And  was  it  not  plain  by  the 
addreiles  fent  from  all  parts  of  the  ifland,  and  by 
the  vifible  difpofition  of  the  people,  that  fuch  a 
parlume-nt  would  undoubtedly  be  choien  ?  And  ib 

it 
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it  proved  without  the  court's  ufmg  any  arts  to  in- 
fluence elections-. 

What  people  then  are  thefe  in  a  corner,  to  whom 
die  conftitution  muft  truckle  ?  If  the  whole  nation's 
credit  cannot  fupply  funds  for  the  war,  without 
humble  applications  from  the  entire  legislature  to  a 
few  retailers  of  money,  it  is  high  time  we  ihould 
fue  for  a  peace.  What  new  maxims  are  thefe, 
which  neither  we  nor  our  forefathers  ever  heard 
of  before,  and  which  no  wife  inftitutiori  would  e- 
ver  allow  ?  Muft  OUT  laws  from  henceforward  pafs 
the  Bank  and  Eafc-India  company,  or  have  their 
royal  affent  before  they  are  in  force  ? 

To  hear  fome  of  thefe  worthy  reafoners  talking 
of  Credit,  that  flie  is  fo  nice,  fo  fqueamiili,  fo  ca- 
pricious, you  would  think  they  were  defcribing  a 
lady  troubled  with  vapours,  or  the  colic,  to  be  re- 
moved only  by  a  courfe  of  fleet,  or  fwalloiuirig  a  bul- 
let. By  the  narrownefs  of  their  thoughts  one 
would  imagine,  they  conceived  the  world  to  be  no 
wider  than  Exchange-alley.  It  is  probable  th.y  may 
have  fuch  a  fickly  dame  among  them  ;  and  it  is  well 
if  me  hath  no  worfe  difeafes,  conficlering  what 
hands  me  pafles  through.  But  the  National  Credit 
is  of  another  complexion  ;  of  found  health,  and 
an  even  temper  ;  her  life  and  exiftence  being  a  quin- 
telTence  drawn  from  the  vitals  of  the  whole  kingdom : 
and  we  find  thefe  money -politicians,  after  all  their 
noife,  to  be  of  the  fame  opinion  by  the  court  they 
paid  her,  when  fhe  lately  appeared  to  them  in  the 
form  of  a  lottery. 

As  to  that  miflitv  error  in  politics  thev  charge' 
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upon  the  Queen,  for  changing  her  rniniftry  in  the 
height  of  a  war,  I  fuppofe  it  is  only  looked  upon 
as  an  error  under  a  Whiggifb  adminifl  ration  ;  other- 
wife  the  late  King  had  much  to  ailfwer  for,  who 
did  it  pretty  frequently.  And  it  is  well  known, 
that  the  late  miniftry  of  famous  memory  was  brought 
in  during  the  prefent  war ;  only  with  this  circum- 
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ftance,  that  two  or  three  of  the  chief  did  firil  change 
their  own  principles,  and  then  took  in  fuitable  com- 
panions. 

But  however,  I  fee  no  reafon  why  the  Tories 
mould  not  value  their  wifdom  by  events,  as  well 
as  the  Whigs.  Nothing  was  ever  thought  a  more 
precipitate,  rafh  counfel  than  that  of  altering  the  coin 
at  the  juncture  it  was  done ;  yet  the  prudence  of 
the  undertaking  was  fulriciently  justified  by  the  iuc- 
cefs.  Perhaps  it  will  bf  laid,  that  the  attempt  was 
neceftary,  becaufe  the  whole  fpecies  of  monty  was 
fo  grievoufly  clipped  and  counterfeit :  and  is  not 
her  Mnjefty's  authority  as  facrecl  as  her  coin  ?  and 
•hath  not  that  been  moil  fcandaloufly  clipped  and 
mangled,  and  often  counterfeited  too? 

It  is  another  grievous  complaint  of  the  Whigs^ 
that  their  late  friends,  and  the  whole  party  are 
treated  with  abundance  of  feverity  in  print,  and  in 
particular  by  the  Examiner.  They  think  it  hard, 
that  when  they  are  wholly  deprived  of  power,  hat- 
ed by  the  people,  and  out  of  all  hope  of  rc-efhi* 
blifhing  themfelves,  their  infirmities  mould  be  fo 
often  difplayed  in  order  to  render  them  yet  more 
odious  to  mankind.  This  is  what  they  employ  their 
writers  to  fet  forth  in  their  papers  of  the  week ; 
and  it  is  humourous  enough  to  obferve  one  paget  a- 
kcn  up  in  railing  at  the  Examiner,  for  his  invec^- 
tives  a  gain  ft  a  difcarded  miniftry,  and  the  other 
fide  nlle<i  with  the  fallen:  and  vileft  abufes  againft 
thofe  who  are  now  in  the  higheft  power  and  credit 

with  their  fovereiun.  and  whofe  leaft  breath  v,rould 
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feather  them  into  lilence  and  obfcurity  However, 
although  I  have  indeed  often  wondered  to  fee  fo 
much  licentioufnefs  taken  and  connived  at,  and  am 
lure  it  woiild  not  be  fuffered  in  any  other  country 
of  Chriflendom  ;  yet  I  never  once  invoked  the 
ajliilance  of  the  goal  or  pillory,  which,  upon  the  lean: 
provocation,  was  the  ufual  ftyle  during  their  ty- 
runny.  There  hath  not  pafled  a  week  tlide  twen- 
VoL.IIJ,  K  ty 
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ty  years  without  fome  malicious  paper  fcattered  in 
every  coffeehoufe  by  the  emiiiaries  of  that  party, 
whether  it  were  dtivn  or  up.  I  believe  they  will  not 
pretend  to  objecft  the  fame  thing  to  us  :  nor  do  I 
remember  any  conftant  weekly  paper  with  reflec- 
tions on  the  late  miniftry  or  junto.  They  have  ma- 
ny weak  defencekfs  parts  ;  they  have  not  been 
tifed  to  a  regular  attack,  and  therefore  it  is  that 

O  .  7 

they  are  fo  ill  able  to  endure  one,  when  it  comes 
to  be  their  turn.  So  that  they  complain  more  of 
a  few  months  truths  from  us,  than  we  did  of  all 
their  lies  and  malice  for  twice  as  many  years. 

I  cannot  forbear  obferving  upon  this  occafion, 
that  thofe  worthy  authors  1  am  fpeaking  of,  feem 
to  me  not  fairly  to  reprefent  the  fentiments  of  their 
party  ;  who  in  diiputing  with  us  do  generally  give 
up  leveral  of  the  late  miniftry,  and  freely  own 
many  of  their  failings.  They  confeis  the  mon- 
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ftrous  debt  upon  the  navy  to  have  been  caufed  by 
moft  fcandalous  mifmanagement ;  they  allow  the 
infjlence  of  Jomct  and  the  avarice  of  others,  to  have 
been  infupportable  :  but  thefe  gentlemen  are  moft 
liberal  of  their  praifes  to  thofe  perfons,  and  upon 
thofe  very  articles,  where  their  wifeft  friends  give 
tip  the  point.  They  gravely  tell  us,  ih&tjiicba  one 
was  the  moft  faithful  fervant  that  ever  any  prince 
had  ;  another,  the  moft  dutiful ;  a  third,  the  moft 
generous  ;  a  fourth,  of  the  greateft  integrity  :  fo 
that  I  look  upon  thefe  champions  rather  as  retain- 
ed by  a  cabal  than  a  party  ;  which  I  delire  the 
reafonable  men  among  them  would  pleafe  to  con- 
fider. 
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eft  in  ea  ctvltate,  mite  leglbus  continetur7 


d'lcedi  a  Icpibus. 
j  o 

T  Have  been  often  confidcring  how  it  comes  to  pafs, 
•*•  that:  the  dexterity  of  munkind  in  evil  iliould  al- 
ways out-grow  not  only  the  prudence  and  caution 
of  private  periods,  but  uic  continual  expedients  of 
the  wileil  la\vs  contrived  to  prevent  it.  I  cannot 
imagine  a  knave  to  poiiels  a  greater  ihare  of  natu- 
ral wit  or  genius,  than  an  hor.dt  man.  I  have 
known  very  notable  {harpers  at  play,  who,  upon 
all  occasions,  were  as  great  dunces  as  human  iliape 
can  well  allow  ;  and  I  believe  the  fame  might  bo 
obferved  among  the  other  knots  of  thieves  and 
pickpockets  about  this  town.  The  proportion 
however  is  certainly  true,  and  to  be  coniinned  by 
an  hundred  inilances.  A  j  coven-,  T,  an  attorney, 
a  ftockjobber,  and  many  other  re  toilers  of  frc.udy 
{lull  not  only  be  able  to  over-reach  others  much 
wiler  than  thernfdvcs,  but  iind  out  new  inventions 
to  elude  the  force  of  any  law  made  againft  them. 
I  i'uppofe  the  reafon  of  this  may  be,  that  as 
the  aggreflbr  is  iaid  to  have  generally  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  defender  ,  fo  the  makers  of  the  law, 
which  is  to  defend  our  rights,  have  ufually  not  fo 
much  indu/lry,  or  vigour,  as  thofe  whofe  intereft 
leads  them  to  attack  it.  Befides,  it  rarely  happens' 
that  men  are  rewarded  by  the  public  for  their  juf- 
tice  and  virtue  ;  neither  do  thofe  who  act  upon  fuch 
principles,  expect  any  rccompenfe  until  the  next 
world  :  whereas  fraud,  where  it  fucceecls,  gives 
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prefent  pay  ;  and  this  is  allowed  the  greateft  fpur 
imaginable  both  to  labour  and  invention.  When 
a-  law  is  made  to  ft  op  fame  growing  evil,  the  wits 
of  thofe  whofe  intereft  it  is  to  break  it  with  fecre- 
t,y  or  impunity,  are  immediately  at  work;  and  even 
among  thofe  who  pretend,  to  fairer  characters,  ma- 
ny would  gladly  find  means  to  avoid  what  they 
would  not  be  thought  to  violate.  They  deiire  to 
reap  the  advantage  if  poffible  without  the  fhame, 
Or  at  leaft  without  the  danger.  This  art  is  what  I 
take  that  dextrous  race  of  men,  fprung  up  loon 
after  the  revolution,  to  have  ftuclied  with  greater 
application,  ever  iince,  and  to  have  arrived  at  great 
perfection  in.  According  to  the  doctrine  of  ibmo 
Romiih.  cafuifts,  they  have  found  out  quam  prope 
ad  peccatum  fine  peccato  pojjint  accedere  j.  they  can 
tell  how  to  go  within  an  inch  of  an  impeachment,, 
and  yet  come  back  untouched,  They  know  what 
degree  of  corruption  will  jufl  forfeit  an  employ^ 
inent,  and  whether  the  bribe  you  receive  be  fuffi- 
cient  to  fet  you  right,  and  put  fomething  in  your 
pocket  belides  :  how  much  to  a  penny  you  may 
iafely  cheat  the  Queerx>.  whether  forty,  fifty,  or 
fixty  per  cent,  according  to  the  ftation  you  are  in,, 
and  the  difpolitions  of  the  perfons  in  office  below 
and  above  you.  They  have  computed  the  price  you 
may  fecurely  take  or  give  for  a  place,  or  what  part 
of  the  {alary  you  ought  to  referve.  They  can  difr 
erectly  difhlbute  five  hundred  pounds  in  a  final! 
borough,  without  any  danger  from  the  ftatutes  a^ 
againft  bribing  elections.  They  can- manage  a  bar- 
gain for  an  office  by  a  third,  fourth,  or  fifth  hand  j 
fo  that  you  fhall  not  know  whom  to  accufe.  They 
can  win  a  thoufand  guineas  at  play  in  fpite  of  the 
dice,  and  fend  away  the  lofer  fatisfied,.  They  can 
pafs  the  moft  exorbitant  accounts,  overpay  the 
creditor  with  half  his  demands,  and  fink  the  reft. 
It  would  be  endlefs  to  relate,  or  rather  indeed 
impofiibie  to  discover  the  feveraL  arts  which  curir 
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ons  men  Lave  found  ont  to  enrich  themfelves  by 
defrauding  the  public  in  deiiance  of  the  law.  The 
military  men,  both  by  fen  and  land,  have  equally 
cultivated  this  moft  uferi.il  fcience  :  neither  hath  it 
been  altogether  neglected  by  the  other  fex  ;  of 
\vhich,  on  the  contrary,  I  could  produce  an  in- 
itance  that  would  make  ours  blulli  to  be  fo  far  out- 
done. 

Beiides.  to  confefs  the  truth,  our  laws  themfeives 
are  extremely  defective  in  many  articles,  which  I 
take  to  be  one  ill  effeft  of  our  beft  poflefiion,  li- 
berty. Some  years  ago  the  ambaiiador  of  a  great 
prince  *•  was  arrefted,  and  outrages  committed  on 
his  perfon  in  our  itreets,  without  any  poflibility  of 
redrefs  from  Weftminker-hall,  or  the  prerogative 
of  the  foverelgn  ;  and  the  legislature  was  forced  to 
provide  a  remedy  again  ft  the  like  evils  in  time  to 
come.  A  commiffioner  of  the  ftamped  paper  was 


tal  :  but  the  aggravation  of  his  crime  proved  to  bo 
the  cauie  that  faved  his  life  ;  and  that  additional 
heightening  circuniiirance  of  betraying  his  trull  was 
found  to  be  a  legal  defence.  I  am  allured,  that  the 
notorious  cheat  of  the  brewers  at  Portfmouth,  de- 
tected about  two  months  ago  in  parliament,  can- 
not, by  any  law  now  in  force,  be  punii'hed  in  any 
degree  equal  to  the  guilt  and  infamy  of  it.  Nay, 
what  is  almoft  incredible,  had  Cuifcard  f  furvived 
his  deteftable  attempt  upon  Mr.  Harley's  peifon, 
all  the  inflaming  circumftances  of  the  fa<St  would 
not  have  fufflced,  in  die  opinion  of  many  lawyers, 
to  have  puniihed  him  with  death  ;  and  the  public 
muft  have  lain  under,  this  dilemma,  either  to  con- 
demn him  by  a  law  ex  poft  fa&o,  (\\hich  would 

*    Peter  the  GiCit,   Czar  of  MnC-ovy. 
He  disd  ot  the  wounds  he  received. 
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have  been  cf  dangerous  confequence,  and  from  an 
ignominious  precedent),  or  undergo  the  mortifica- 
tion to  fee  the  greateft  villain  upon  earth  efcape 
unpunished,  to  the  infinite  triumph  and  delight  of 
Popery  and  faftien.  But  even  this  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at,  when  we  conflder,  that  of  all  the  m- 
folences  offered  to  the  Queen  fince  the  act  of  in- 
demnity, (at  leaft  that  ever  came  to  my  ears),  I  can 
hardly  inftance  above  two  or  three,  which  by  the 
letter  of  the  law  could  amount  to  high  treafon. 

From  thefe  defects  in  our  laws,  and  the  want  cf 
fome  discretionary  power,  fafely  lodged,  to  exert 
upon  emergencies  ;  as  well  as  from  the  great  ac- 
quirements of  able  men  to  elude  the  penalties  of 
thofe  laws  they  break,  it  is  no  wonder  that  the  in- 
juries done  to  the  public  are  fo  feldom  redreffed, 
But  beiidcs,  no  individual  fuffers  by  any  wrong  he 
cloth  to  the  commonwealth,  in  proportion  to  the 
advantage  he  gains  by  doing  it.  There  are  feven 
or  eight  millions,  who  contribute  to  the  lofs,  while 
the  whole  gain  is  funk  among  a  few.  The  damage 
fullered  by  the  public  is  not  fo  immediately  or 
heavily  felt  by  particiuar  perfons  ;  and  the  zeal 
of  profecutions  is  apt  to  drop  and  be  loft  among 
numbers. 

But  imagine  a  fet  of  politicians  for  many  years 
at  the  head  of  aifairs,  the  game  viiibly  their  own, 
and,  by  confequence,  acting  with  great  fecurity  ; 
may  not  thefe  be  fometimcs  tempted  to  forget  their 
caution  by  length  of  time,  by  excefs  of  avarice  and 
ambition,  by  the  infolence  or  violence  of  their  na- 
ture, or  perhaps  by  a  mere  contempt  of  their  ad- 
verfaries  ?  May  not  fuch  motives  as  thefe  put  them 
often  upon  actions  directly  againft  the  law,  fuch  as 
no  evaiions  can  be  found  for,  and  which  will  lay 
them  fully  open  to  the  vengeance  of  a  prevailing 
interest,  whenever  they  are  out  of  power  ?  It  is 
anfwered  in  the  affirmative.  And  here  we  cannot 
refufe  the  late  miniftry  their  due  praifes ;  who, 

fore- 
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forefeting  a  ftorm,  provided  for  their  own  fafety 
by  two  admirable  expedients,  by  which,  with  great 
prudence,  they  have  efcaped  the  puniihments  due 
to  pernicious  counfels,  and  corrupt  management. 
The  firft  was  to  procure,  under  pretences  hardly 
fpecious,  a  general  act  of  indemnity,  which  cuts  off 
all  impeachments.  The  fecund  was  yet  more  re- 
fined :  fuppofe,  for  inftance,  a  counfel  is  to  be  pur- 
fued,  which  is  necefTary  to  carry  on  the  dangerous 
deflgns  of  a  prevailing  party,  to  preferve  them  in 
power,  to  gratify  the  unmeafurable  appetites  of  a 
few  leaders  civil  and  military,  although  by  hazard^ 
ing  the  ruin  of  the  whole  nation  ;  this  counfel, 
defperate  in  itfelf,  unprecedented  in  its  nature,  they 
procure  a  majority  to  form  into  an  addrefsj  which 
makes  it  loot  like  the  fenfe  of  the  nation.  Under 
that  ihelter  they  carry  on  the  work,  and  lie  fecure 
againft  after-reckonings. 

I  muft  be  fo  free  to  tell  my  meaning  in  this-;  that 
among  other  things,  I  understand  it  of  the  addrefs 
made  to  the  Queen  about  three  years  ago,  to  de- 
iire  that  her  Majefty  would  not  confent  to  a  peace, 
without  the  entire  reftitution  of  Spain.  A  pro- 
ceeding which,  to  people  abroad,  muft  look  like 
the  higheft  ftrain  of  temerity,  follyr  and  gafconade. 
But  we  at  home,  who  allow  the  promoters  of  that 
advice  to  be  no  fools,  can  eafily  comprehend  the 
depth  and  my  fiery  of  it.  They  were  afTured  by 
this-  means  to  pin  down  the  war  upon  us  ;  confe- 
quently  to  increafe  their  own  power  and  wealth, 
and  multiply  difficulties  upon  the  Qiicen  and  king- 
dom, until  they  had  fixed  their  party  too  firmly  to 
be  fbaken,  whenever  they  ihoulcl  find  themfelves 
difpofcd  to  reverfe  their  addrefs,  and  give  us  leave 
to  wilh  for  a  peace. 

If  any  man  entertains  a  more  favourable  opinion 
of  this  monftrous  ftep  in  politics,  I  would  aik  him, 
what  we  muft  do  ia  cafe  we  find  it  impofilble  to 
recover  Spain  ?  Thofe  among  the  Whigs  who  be- 
lieve 
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licve  a  God,  will  confefs  that  the  events  of  war 
lie  in  his  hands  ;  and  the  reft  of  them,  who  ac- 
knowledge no  iuch  power,  will  allow,  that  fortune 
hath  too  great  a  ihare  in  the  good  or  ill  fuccefs  of 
military  actions  to  let  a  wile  man  reafon  upon 
them,  as  if  they  were  entirely  in  his  power.  If 
Providence  lhall  think  fit  to  refufe  fuccefs  to  our 
arms  ;  with  how  ill  a  grace,  with  what  ihame  and 
confulion  mall  we  be  obliged  to  recant  that  preci- 
pitate addrefs,  unlefs  the  world  will  be  fo  charita- 
ble to  confider,  that  parliaments  among  us  differ 
as  much  as  prints  ;  and  that,  by  the  fatal  con- 
junction of  many  unhappy  circumilances,  it  is  very 
podible  for  our  iiland  to  be  reprefented  fometimes 
by  thofe  who  have  the  lean:  preteniions.  So  little 
truth  or  juftice  there  is  in  what  fome  pretend  to 
advance,  that  the  actions  of  former  fenates  ought 
always  to  be  treated  with  refpecl  by  the  latter  ; 
that  thofe  afiemblies  are  all  equally  venerable,  and 
no  one  to  be  preferred  before  another  :  by  which 
argument  the  parliament  that  began  the  rebellion 
againft  King  Charles  I.  voted  his  trial,  and  appoint- 
ed his  murderers,  ought  to  be  remembered  with 
refpect. 

But   to   return  from  this   digreflion  :    It  is  very 

O  j 

plain,  that  confidering  the  defectivenefs  of  our  laws, 
the  variety  of  cafes,  the  weaknefs  of  the  preroga- 
tive, the  power,  or  the  cunning  of  ill-defigning 
men,  it  is  poffible  that  many  great  abufes  may  be 
vilibly  committed,  which  cannot  be  legally  puniih- 
ed  ;  efpecially  if  we  add  to  this,  that  fome  inqui- 
ries might  probably  involve  thofe,  whom,  upon  o- 
ther  accounts,  it  is  not  thought  convenient  to  dif- 
turb.  Therefore  it  is  very  falfe  reafoning,  efpeci- 
ally in  the  management  of  public  affairs,  to  argue 
that  men  are  innocent,  becaufe  the  law  hath  not 
pronounced  them  guilty. 

I  am  apt  to  think  it  was  to  fupply  fuch  defects  as 
thefe,  that  fatire  was  firft  introduced  into  the  world; 

whereby 
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whereby  thofe,  \vhom  neither  religion,  nor  natural 
virtue,  nor  fear  of  puniihment,  were  able  to  keep 
within  the  bounds  of  their  duty,  might  be  with- 
held by  the  fliame  of  having  their  crimes  expofed 
to  open  view  in  the  ftrongen:  colours,  and  them- 
felves  rendered  odious  to  mankind.  Perhaps  all 
this  may  be  little  regarded  by  fuch  hardened  and 
abandoned  natures  as  I  have  to  deal  with  ;  but  next 
to  taming  or  binding  a  favage  animal,  the  befl  fer- 
vice  you  can  do-  the  neighbourhood  is  to  give  them 
warning  either  to  arm  themfelves  or  not  come  in 
its  way. 

Could  I  have  hoped  for  any  %na  of  remorfe 
from  the  leaders  of  that  faction,  I  fhould  very 
gladly  have  changed  my  ftyle,  and  forgot,  or  parT- 
ed  by,  their  million  of  enormities.  But  they  arc 
every  day  more  fond  of  discovering  their  impotent 
zeal  and  malice  :  witnefs  their  conduct  in  the  city 
about  a  fortnight  ago,  which  had  no  other  end 
imaginable,  befides  that  of  perplexing  our  affairs, 
and  endeavouring  to  make  things  deiperate,  that 
themfelves  may  be  thought  necefTary.  While  they 
continue  in  this  frantic  mood,  I  ihall  not  forbear 
to  treat  them  as  they  defer  ve  ;  that  is  to  fay,  as  the 
inveterate,  irreconcileable  enemies  to  our  country 
and  its  constitution,. 


.     Thurfday,  May  3.    1711. 
iis  tultrit  Craccbos  de  f  edit  lone  qiierentes? 


HPHere  have  been  certain  topics  of  reproach  li- 

•*•    berally  beftowed  for  fome  years  paft,  by  the 

Whigs  and  Tories  upon  each  other.     We  charge 

the 
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the  former  with  a  delign  of  destroying  the  eUabl'ifo- 
ed church^  and  introducing  Fari-tlc'ifm  and  Yrecibink- 
ifiv  in  its  ftead.  We  accufe  them  as  enemies  to 

ij? 

monarchy  ;  as  endeavouring  to  undermine  the  pre- 
fent  iorm  of  government,  and  to  build  a  common- 
wealth, or  fome  new  Scheme  of  their  own,  upon 
its  ruins.  On  the  other  iidc,  their  clamours  a  sain  ft 

-  ^? 

us  may  be  fummed  up  in  thoSe  three  formidable 
words,  Popery,  arbi.rnry  poiue  ,  and  the  prcic--f  cr. 
Our  accuiations  againft  them  we  endeavour  to 
make  good  by  certain  overt  acts  ;  fuch  as  their  per- 
petually abuling  the  whole  body  of  th.:.  ckvgy,  their 
declared  contempt  for  the  very  order  of  prie it- 
hood,  their  averiion  againft  Epifcopacy  the  public 
encouragement  and  patronage  they  «ave  to  Tin.daL 
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Toland,  and  other  Athciitical  writers  ;  thoir  Ap- 
pearing as  profeiTed  advocates  retained  by  the  dif- 
fenters,  excuiing  their  leparation,  and  laying  rhe 
guilt  of  it  to  the  obfrinacy  of  the  church  ;  :heir 
frequent  endeavours  to  repeal  the  reft,  and  rheir 
fetting  up  the  indulgence  to  fcrupulous  confciences. 
as  a  point  of  greater  importance  than  the  eila'olilh- 
ed  worfhip.  The  regard  they  bear  to  our  monw  cby 
hath  appeared  by  their  open  ridiculing  the  martyr- 
dom of  K.  Charles  I.  in  their  Calves-head  clubs, 
thiir  common  difcourfes,  and  their  pamphlets  ^ 
their  denying  the  unnatural  war  railed  againft  that 
prince,  to  have  been  a  rebellion  ;  their  justifying 
his  murder  m  the  allowed  papers  of  the  week  ; 
their  induftry  in  publishing  and  fpreading  feditious 
and  republican  tracts,  fuch  as  Ijudlow's  Memoirs, 
Sidney  of  Government,  and  many  others ;  their 
endlefs  lopping  of  the  prerogative,  and  mincing  in- 
to nothing  her  Majeily's  titles  to  the  crown. 

What  proofs  they  bring  for  our  endeavouring  to 
introduce  Popery,  arbitrary  power,  and  the  pretend- 
er, I  cannot  readily  tell,  and  woiild  be  glad  to 
hear  :  however,,  thofe  important  words  having,  by 
dexterous  management,  been  found  of  mighty  fer- 

vice 
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vice  to  the  caufe,  although  applied  with  little  co- 
lour, either  of  reafon  or  juftice  :  I  have  been  con- 
iidering,  whether  they  may  not  be  adapted  to  more 
proper  objects. 

As  to  Popery,  which  is  the  firft  of  thefe  ;  to  deal 
plainly,  I  can  hardly  think  there  is  any  let  of  men 
among  us,  except  the  profeffbrs  of  it,  who  have 
any  direct  intention  to  introduce  it  here  ;  but  the 
question  is,  Whether  the  principles  and  practices 
of  us  or  the  Whigs,  be  mo  ft  likely  to  make  way 
for  it  ?  It  is  allowed  on  all  hands,  that  among  the 
methods  concerted  at  Rome,  for  bringing  over 
England  into  the  bofom  of  the  Catholic  church, 
one  of  the  chief  was  to  lend  Jefuits,  and  other  e- 
miilaries,  in  lay  habits  ;  who  perforating  tradcfmcn 
and  mechanics,  ihould  mix  with  rhe  people,  and, 
under  the  pretence  of  a  further  and  purer  reforma- 
tion, endeavour  to  divide  us  into  as  many  fects  as 
poffible  ;  which  would  either  put  us  under  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  returning  to  our  ok!  errors  to  preferve 
feace  at  home ;  or  by  our  divifwns  make  way  for 
fome  powerful  neighbour,  with  the  affiftance  of  the 
pope's  permiiTion  and  a  confecrated  banner,  to  con- 
vert and  ixjlave  us  at  once.  If  this  hath  been  rec- 
koned good  politics,  (and  it  was  the  beft  the  Jcfuit 
fchooh  could  invent),  I  appeal  to  any  man,  whether 
the  Whigs,  for  many  years  paft,  have  not  been  em- 
ployed in  the  very  lame  work  ?  They  profefled  on 
all  occaiions,  that  they  knew  no  realon  why  any  one 
fyftem  of  freculative  opinions  (as  they  term  the  doc- 
trines of  the  church)  mould  be  cftabliihed  by  law, 
more  than  another  ;  or  why  employments  Ihould  be 
confined  to  the  religion  of  the  magistrate,  and  that 
called  the  church  eJtabliJJoed.  The  grand  maxim  they 
laid  down  was,  That  no  man,  for  the  Hike  of  a  few 
rations  and  ceremonies,  under  the  names  of  doflrine 
and  difcipline,  friould  be  denied  the  liberty  of  ferv- 
ing  his  country  :  as  if  places  would  go  a-begging, 

unlefs 
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unlefs  Broiuniftsy  Familifts,  Sweet  fingers,  Qntkers^ 
Anf.baptifts,  and  Muggletonians  would  take  them  oft" 
our  hands. 

I  have  been  fometimes  imagining  this  fcheme 
brought  to  perfection,  and  how  diverting  it  would 
be  to  iee  half  a  dozen  Sweet  /infers  GUI  the  bench 

^/        (j 

in  their  ermines,  and  two  or  three  ghiakers  with 
their  white  ftaves  at  court.     I  can   only  fay,  this 
project  is   the  very  counter-part  of  the  late  King 
Jame's  defign,  which  he  took  up  as  the  bett  method 
for  introducing  his  own  religion  under  the  pretext  of 
an  univerfal  liberty  of  confcience,  and  that  no  differ- 
ence in  religion  fhould  -make   any  in   his   favour. 
Accordingly,  to  fee  appearances,  he  dealt   fome 
employments  among  Dif enters  of  moft 'denomina- 
tions ;  and  what  he  did  was  no  doubt  in  purfuance 
of  the  beft  advice  he  could  get  at  home  or  abroad  ; 
but  the  church  thought  it  the  moft  dangerous  ftep 
he  could  take  for  her  deftruclion.     It  is  true  King 
James  admitted  Papifts  among  the  reft,  which  the 
Whigs  would  not  :    but  this  is  fufficiently  made  up 
by  a  material  circumftance,  wherein  they  feem  to 
have  much  outdone  that  prince,  and  to  have  car- 
lied  their  liberty  of  conscience  to  a  higher  point,  hav- 
ing  granted    it   to   all  the   claffes   of  Freethinkers^ 
(which  the  nice  conlcience  of  a  Popiflj  prince  would 
not  give  him  leave  to  do),  and  were  therein  migh- 
tily overfeen  ;  becaufe  it  is  agreed  by  the  learned, 
that  there  is  but  a  very  narrow  ftep  from  Athcifin 
to  the  other  extreme,  fuperftitton*     So  that,   upon 
the  whole,    whether  the  Whigs  had  any  real  de- 
lign  of  bringing  in  Popery  or  no,    it   is   very  plain 
that  they  took  the  moft  effectual  ftep  towards  it  ; 
and  if  the  Jefuiis  had  been  their  immediate  direc- 
tors, they  could  not  have  taught  them  better,  nor 
have  found  apter  fcholars. 

Their  fecond  accufation  is,    that  we   encourage 
and  maintain  arbitrary  poiver  i?n  princes,  and  pro- 
mote 
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mote  in/laving  doclrines  among  the  people.  This 
they  go  about  to  prove  by  inftances,  producing  the 
particular  opinions  of  certain  divines  in  K.Charles 
H. 's  reign,  a  decree  of  Oxford  univerfity,  and  ibme 
few  writers  ilnce  the  revolution  What  they  mean 

m 

is  the  principle  of  paj[Jivc- obedience  and  non-refiftance^ 
which  thofe  who  affim,  did,  I  believe,  never  intend 
fhould  include  arbitrary  power.  However,  altho' 
I  am  fenfible  that  it  is  not  reckoned  prudent  in  a 
difpute  to  make  any  conceffions  without  the  laft  ne- 
ceffity  ;  yet  I  do  agree,  that,  in  my  own  private 
opinion,  fome  writers  did  carry  that  tenet  of  pajfive 
obedience  to  a  height,  which  feemed  hardlv  coniift- 

O          J  * 

ent  with  the  liberties  of  a  country,  whole  laws  can 
neither  be  enacted  nor  repealed  without  the  confent 
of  the  whole  people  ;  I  mean  not  thofe  who  affirm 
it  due  in  general,  as  it  certainly  is,  to  the  legifla- 
ture  ;  but  fuch  as  fix  it  entirely  in  the  prince's  per- 
ion.  This  laft  hath,  I  believe,  been  done  by  a  very 
few  ;  but  when  the  Whigs  quote  authors  to  prove  it 
upon  us,  they  bring  in  all  who  mention  k  as  a  duty 
in  general,  without  applying  it  to  princes  abstracted 
irom  their  fen  ate. 

By  thus  freely  declaring  my  own  fentiments  of 

fajfive  obedience,  it  will  at  leaft  appear  that  I  do  not 

write  for  a  party ;  neither  do  I  upon  any  occafion 

pretend  to  fpeak   their  fentiments,    but  my  own. 

The  majority  of  the  two  houfes,    and   the  prefe-nt 

miniftry  (if  thofe  be  a  party)  feem  to  me  in  all  their 

I  proceedings  to  purfue  the  real   intereft  of  church 

and  itate  ;   and  if  I  fliould  happen   to   differ  from 

particular  perfons   among  them  in  a  iingle  notion 

i  about  government,   I  fuppofe   they  will   not  upon 

U  that  account  explode  me  and  my  paper.    However, 

las  an  anfwer  once  for  all  to  the  tedious  fcurrilities 

h  of  thofe  idle  people^  who  affirm  I   am   hired  and 

i  i  directed  what  to  write  ;  I  mu  ft  here  inform  them, 

that  their  cenfure  is  an  effect   of  their  principles. 

'The  prefent  miniftry  are  under  no  necelHty  of  em 

VOL.  III.  L  ploying 


THE  EXAMINER.  NO  39. 

ploying  proftitute  pens  ;  they  have  no  dark  defigns 
to  promote  by  advancing  heterodox  opinions. 

But,  to  return,  fuppofe  two.  or  three  private  di- 
vines under  K.  Charles  II.  did  a  little  overftrain  the 
doflrine  of  pojjive  obedience  to  princes  ;  feme  allow- 
ance might  be  given  to  the  memory  of  that  unnatit* 
rat  rebellion  againft  his  father,  and  the  diimal  con- 
iequences,  of  refinance.  -It  is  plain,  by  the. proceed- 
ings of  ..the  churchmen  before  and  at  the  revolu- 
tion,, that  this  dodtrine  was  .never  deiigned  to  in- 
troduce arbitrary  power, 

I  look  upon-  the  Whigs  and  DijJenters  to  be  exact- 
ly of  the  fame  political  faith  ;  let  us  therefore  fee, 
what  fhare  each  of  them  had  in  advancing  arbitrary 
power.  It  is  manifeft,  that  the  Fanatics  made  Crom- 
well the  moft  abfoiute  tyrant  in  Christendom.  The 
rump  aboliihed  the  houfe  of  Lords ^  the  army  aboliih- 
cd  the  rump,  and  by  this  army  of  faints  he  govern- 
ed. The  Diffenters  took  liberty  of  confcience  and 
employments  from  the  late  King  James,  as  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  his  difpevfing pestter  ;  which  makes 
a  King  of  England  as  abfoiute  as  the  Turk.  The 
"Whigs  under  the  late  King  perpetually  declared  for 
keeping  up  a  {landing  aFmy  in  times  of  peace  ; 
which  hath  in  all  ages  been  the  firft  and  great  ftep 
to  the  ruin  of  liberty.  They  were  befides  difco- 
vering  every  day  their  inclinations  to  deflroy  the 
rights  of  the  church,  and  declared  their  opinion 
in  all  companies  againft  the  biihops  fitting  in  the 
hwfe  of  Peers,  which  was  exactly  copying  after  their 
predeceffors  of  forty-one.  I  need  not  fay,  their 
real  intentions  were  to  make  the  King  abfoiute  ; 
but  whatever  be  the  defigns  of  innovating  men, 
they  ufually  end  in  a  tyranny  ;  as  we  may  fee  by 
an  hvmdred  examples  in  Greece,  and  in  the  later 
commonwealths  of  Italy,  mentioned  by  Machia- 
vel. 

•  In  the  third  place,  the  Whigs  acctife  us  of  a  de- 
fign  to  bring  in  \h&  pretender ;  and  to  give  it  a  great- 
er 
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er  air  of  probability,  they  fuppofe  the  Queen  to  be 
a  party  in  this  defign  ;  which  however  is  no  very 
extraordinary  fuppofition  in  thofe  who  have  ad- 
vanced fuch  fingular  paradoxes  concerning  Greg 
and  Guifcard.  Upon  this  article  their  charge  is 
general,  without  ever  offering  to  produce  an  in- 
ftance.  But  I  verily  think  and  believe,  it  will  ap- 
pear no  paradox,  that,  if  ever  he  be  brought  in, 
the  Whigs  are  his  men.  For,  fir  ft,  it  is  an  un- 
doubted truth,  that,  a  year  or  two  after  the  revolu- 
tion^ feveral  leaders  of  that  party  had  their  pardons 
fent  them  by  the  late  King  James  ;  and  had  enter- 
ed upon  meafures-  to  reftore  him  on  account  o£ 
fome  difobligations  they  received  from  K.  William. 
Befides;  I  would  aik,  whether  thofe  who  are  under 
the  greateft  ties  of  gratitude  to  K.  James,  are  not 
at  this  day  become  the  rnoft  zealous  Whigs  ?  and 
of  what  party  thofe  are  now,  who  kept  a  long  cor- 
fpondence  with  St.  Germains? 

It  is  likewife  very  obfervable  of  late,  that  the 
Whigs,  upon  all  occafions,  profefs  their  belief  of 
the  pretender's  being  no  impoflor,  but  a  real  prince, 
born  of  the  late  Queen's  body ;  which,  whether 
it  be  true  or  falfe,  is  very  unfeafonably  advanced, 
coniidering  the  weight  fuch  an  opinion  muft  have 
•with  the  vulgar,  if  they  once  thoroughly  believe 
it.  Neither  is  it  at  all  improbable,  that  the  preten- 
der himfelf  puts  his  chief  hopes  in  the  friendship  he 
expects  from  the  Dijfenters  and  Whigs >  by  his  choice 
to  invade  the  kingdom,  when  the  latter  were  moft 
in  credit ;  and  he  had  reafon  to  count  upon  the  for- 
mer from  the  gracious  treatment  they  received  from. 
his  fuppofed  father,  and  their  joyful  acceptance  01? 
it.  But  further,  what  could  be  more  confifter.t 
with  the  Whiggijh  notion  of  a  revolution-principle, 
than  to  bring  in  the  pretender  ?  A  revolution-prin- 
ciple, as  their  writings  and  difcourfes  have  taught 
us  to  define  it,  is  a  principle  perpetually  difpofing 
men  to  revolutions:  and  this  is  fuitable  to  the  fa- 

L  i  mouy 
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mous  faying  of  a  great  Whig>  that  the  more  re-volutions 
the  better :  which  how  odd  a  maxim  foever  in  ap- 
pearance, I  take  to  be  the  true  characteristic  of  the 
party. 

A  dog  loves  to  turn  round  often ;  yet,  after  certain 
revolutions,  he  lies  down  to  reft:  but  heads  under 
the  dominion  of  the  moon  are  for  perpetual  changes y 
and  perpetual  revolutions :  betides,  the  Whigs  owe  all 
their  wealth  to  wars  and  revolutions  ;  like  the  girl 
•at  Bartholomew  fair,  who  gets  a  penny  by  turn- 
ing round  a  hundred  times  with  fwords  in  her 
hands. 

To  conclude,  the  Whigs  have  a  natural  faculty  of 
bringing  in  pretenders ',  and  will  therefore  probably 
endeavour  to  bring  in  the  great  one  at  laft.  How 
many  pretenders^  to  wit,  honour,  nobility,  politics 
have  they  brought  in  thefe  laft  twenty  years?  In 
ihort,  they  have  been  fometimes  able  to  procure  a 
majority  of  pretenders  mpafliment',  and  wanted  no- 
thing to  render  the  work  complete,  exept  &  pretender 
at  their  head. 


No  40.     Thurfday,   May  10.    1711. 
Dos  eft  magna  parentium  virtus. 

T  Took  up  a  paper  *  fome  days  ago  in  a  coffee 
•*  houfe  ;  and  if  the  correftnefs  of  the  ftyle,  and  a 
fuperior  fpirit  in  it,  had  not  immediately  undeceived 
me,  I  fhould  have  been  apt  to  imagine  I  had  been 
reading  an  Examiner'.  In  this  paper  there  were  feve- 
ral  important  proportions  advanced.  For  in- 
ftance.  That  "  Providence  raifed  up  Mr.  Harley  to 
"  be  an  inftrument  of  great  good,  in  a  very  criti- 

The  Speaker's  congratulation    of  Mr.  Harley,    In  the  name  of 
the  houfe,  on  his  efcape  and  recovery.     See  the  next  number. 

"  cal 
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((  cal  juncture,  when  it  was  much  wanted.  That 
"  hh  very  enemies  acknowledge  his  eminent  abili* 
*'  ties,  and  diftinguifhing  merit,  by  their  unwearied 
"  and  refliefs  endeavours  againft  his  perfon  and 
"  reputation  ;  that  they  have  had  an  inveterate 
"  malice  againft  both  ?  that  he  hath  been  wonder- 
"  fully  preferred  from  SOME  unparallelled  at- 
"  tempts,"  with  more  to  the  iame  purpofe.  I  im- 
mediately computed,  by  rules  of  arithmetic,  that, 
in  the  laft  cited  words;  there  was  fomething  more 
intended  than  the  attempt  of  Guifcard,  which,  I 
think,  can  properly  pafs  but  for  one  of  the  SOME. 
And,  although  I  dare  not  pretend  to  guefs  the  au- 
thor's meaning  ;  yet  the  expreffion  allows  fuch  a 
latitude,  that  I  would  venture  to  hold  a  wager, 
moft  readers,  both  Whig  and  Toryy  have  agreed1 
with  me,  that  this  plural  number  mull,  in  all  pro- 
babilty,  among  other  facts,  take  in  the  bufineis  of 
Greg. 

See  now  the  difference  of  ftyles.  Had  I  been  to 
have  told  my  thoughts  on  this  occaiion  ;  inftead  o£ 
faying  how  Mr.  Harley  was  treated  by  feme  per  fans, 
and  preferred  from  fome  unpar  ailed  attempts,  I 
mould,  with  intolerable  bhmtnefs  and  ill  manners, 
have  told  a  formal  ftory  of  a  committee  fent  to  a 
condemned  criminal  in  Newgate  to  bribe  him  with 
a  pardon,  on  condition  he  would  fwear  high  trea- 
fon  againft  his  mafter,  who  difcovered  his  corref- 
pondence  and  fecured  his  perfon,  when  a  certain 
grave  politician  had  given  him  warning  to.  make  his 
efcape  ;  and  by  this  means  I  fhould  have  drawn  a 
whole  fwarm  of  hedge-writers  to  exhauft  their  ca- 
talogue of  fcurrilities  againft  me,  as  a  liar,  and  a. 
ilanderer.  But,  with  fubmiffion  to  the  author  of 
that  forementioned  paper  ;  I  think  he  hath  carried 
that  expreffion  to  the  utmoft  it  will  bear;  for,  af- 
ter all  this  noife,  I  kno\v  of  but  two  attempts  a- 
gainft  Mr.  Harley,  that  can  really  be  craled  un- 
which  are  thofe  aforcfaid  of  Greg  and 
L  3  C 
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Guifcard ;  for,  as  the  reft,  I  will  engage  to  paral- 
lel them  from  the  ftory  of  Cataline,  and  others  I 
could  produce. 

However,  I  cannot  but  obferve,  with  infinite 
pleaiure,  that  a  great  part  of  what  I  have  charged 
upon  the  late  prevailing  faction,  and  for  affirming 
which  I  have  been  adorned  with  fo  many  decent 

j 

epithets,  hath  been  fuificiently  confirmed  at  feve- 
ral  times  by  the  refolutions  of  one  or  the  other 
lioufe  of  parliament.  I  may  therefore  now  fay,  I 
hope,  with  good  authority,  that  there  bath  been 
fame  unpar  ailed  attempts  a^ainft  Mr.  Harley  :  That 
the  late  miniftry  were  juftly  to  blame  in  fome  ma* 
nagements,  which  occaiioned  the  unfortunate 
battle  of  Almanza,  and  the  difappointment  at  Tou- 
lon :  That  the  public  hath  been  grieYoufly  wrong- 
ed by  nioft  notorious  frauds  during  the  Whig  ad" 
miniftration  ;  that  thofe  who  advifed  the  bringing 
in  the  Palatines,  were  enemies  to  the  kingdom  ; 
that  the  late  managers  of  the  revenue  have  not  du- 
ly panned  their  accounts  for  a  great  part  of  thirty- 
live  millions,  and  ought  not  to  be  trufted  in  fuch 
employments  any  more.  Perhaps,  in  a  little  time, 
I  may  venture  to  affirm  fome  other  paradoxes  of 
ihis  kind,  and  produce  the  fame  vouchers.  And 
perhaps  alfo,  if  it  had  not  been  fo  bufy  a  period, 
inftead  of  one  Examiner,  the  late  miniftry  might 
have  had  above  four  hundred,  each  of  whofe  little 
fingers  would  be  heavier  than  my  loins.  It  makes 
me  think  of  Neptune's  threat  to  the  winds  : 

£hios  ego— fed  motos  pr^ftat  componere  finftus. 

Thus,  when  the  fons  of  JEolus  had  almoft  funk 
the  ihip  with  the  tempefts  they  raifed,  it  was  necef- 
fary  to  fmooth  the  ocean,  and  fecure  the  veflel,  in- 
{lead  of  purfuing  the  offenders. 

But  I  obferve  the  general  expectation  at  prefent, 
inftead  of  dwelling  any  longer  upon,  conjectures 
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who  is  to  be  pimiilicd  for  paft  mifcarriages,  feems 
bent  upon  the  rewards  intended  to  thofe  who  have 
been  fo  highly  inftrumental  in  refcuing  our  confti- 
tution  from  its  late  danger.     It  is   the  obfervation 
of  Tacitus  in  the  life  of  Agricola,  that  his  eminent' 
fervices  had  raifed  a  general  opinion  of  his  being 
defigned  by  the   Emperor  for  prretor  of  Britain  : 
Nullis  in  hoc  fuis  Jermonibus,fed  quia  par  videbatur\- 
and  then  he  adds,  Ncn  femper  erat  Fama,    aliquando 
et  ellgii.     The  judgment  of  a  wife  prince,  and  the 
general  difpofition   of  the  people,  do  often   point 
at   the  fame   perfon ;  and  fometimes  the  popular 
wifhes  do  even  foretell  the  reward  intended  for 
fome  fuperior   merit*     Thus,    among  feveral   de- 
ferving  perfons,  there  are   two  whom  the  public 
vogue  hath  in  a  peculiar  manner  iingled  out,  as  de- 
figned   very  foon  to  receive  the  choicer!  marks  of 
the    royal  favour  ;  one  of  them  to  be  placed  in  a 
very  high  Nation,  and  both  to  increafe  the  number 
of  our  nobility  *.     This  I  fay,  is  the  general  con- 
jecture ;  for  I  pretend  to  none,  nor  will  be  charge- 
able if  it  be  not  fulfilled  ;  fince  it  is  enough  for  their 
honour,  that  the  nation  thinks  them  worthy  of  the 
greatest  rewards. 

Upon  this  occaiion  I  cannot  but  take  notice,  that 
of  all  the  herefies  in  politics  profufely  fcattered  by 
the  partifans  of  the  late  adminift ration,  none  ever 
difpleafed  me  more,  or  feemed  to  have  more  dan- 
gerous confequences  to  monarchy,  than  that  perni- 
cious talent  fo  much  affected  of  difcovering  a 
contempt  for  birth,  family,  and  ancient  nobility* 
All  the  thread-bare  topics  of  poets  and  orators  were 
difplayed  to  difcover  to  us,  that  merit  and  virtue 
were  the  only  ncbi-ity ;  and  that  the  advantages  of 
blood  could  not  make  a  knave  or  afoot  either  honeft 
or  wife.  Moft  popular  commotions  we  read  of 
in  the  hiftories  of  Greece  and  Rome  took  their  rife 

j  - 

f  Harley  and  St,  John, 

from 
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from  unjuft  quarrels  to  the  nobles  ;  and  in  the  lat- 
ter, the  plebeians  incroachments  on  the  patricians 
were  the  firfl  caufe  of  their  ruin. 

Suppofe  there  be  nothing  but  opinion  in  the  diffe- 
rence of  blood  ;  every  body  knows,  that  authority 
is  very  much  founded  on  opinion.  But  furely  that 
difference  is  not  wholly  imaginary.  The  advan- 
tages of  a  liberal  education,  of  chufing  the  beft 
companions  to  converfe  with,  not  being  under  the 
neceffity  of  practiiing  little  mean  tricks  by  a  fcanty 
allowance,  the  enlarging  of  thought,  and  acquir- 
ing the  knowledge  of  men  and  things  by  travel,  the 
example  of  anceftors  inciting  to  great  and  good 
actions  ;  thefe  are  uiually  fome  of  the  opportunities 
that  fall  in  the  way  of  thofe  who  are  born  of  what 
we  call  the  better  families  :  And  allowing  genius  to 
be  equal  in  them  and  the  vulgar,  the  odds  are  clear- 
ly on  their  iide.  Nay,  we  may  obferve  in  fome, 
who,  by  the  appearance  of  merit  or  favour  of  for- 
tune, have  rifen  to  great  ftations  from  an  obfcure 
birth,  that  they  have  ftill  retained  fome  fordid  vices 
of  their  parentage  or  educ-:iiony  either  infatiable 
avarice,  or  ignominious  f&tfebaod  and  corruption. 

To  fay  the  truth,  the  great  neglect  of  education 
in  fsveral  noble  families,  whofe  ions  are  fuiFered  to 
pafs  the  moft  improveable  feafons  of  their  youth  in 
vice  and  idlenefs,  have  too  much  lefTened  their  re- 
putation :  but  even  this  misfortune  we  owe,  among 
rtll  the  reft,  to  that  JVhiggiJJj  practice  of  reviling 
the  univerfities  under  the  pretence  of  their  in- 
ftillmg  pedantry,  narrow  principles,  and  high-church 
doffrines. 

I  would  not  be  thought  to  undervalue  merit  and 
virtue,  wherever  they  are  to  be  found  :  but  will 
allow  them  capable  of  the  higheft  dignities  in  a 
Hate,  when  they  are  in  a  very  great  degree  of  emi- 
nence. A  pearl  holds  ks  value,  though  it  be 
found  in  a  dunghill ;  but  however,  that  is  not  the 
moil  probable  place  to  fearch  for  it.  Nay,  I  will 
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go  farther,  and  admit,  that  a  man  of  quality  with- 
out merit  is  juft  fo  much-  the  worfe  for  his  quality  ; 
which  at  once  fets  his  vices  in  a  more  public  view,  and 
reproacheth  him  for  them.  But  on  the  other  lide, 
I  doubt  thofe  who  are  always  undervaluing  the  ad- 
vantages of  birth,  and  celebrating  perfonal  merit, 
have  principally  an  eye  to  their  own,  which  they 
are  fully  fatisfied  with,  and  which  nobody  will  dii- 
pute  with  them  about  ;  whereas  they  cannot  with- 
out impudence  and  folly  pretend  to  be  nobly  born  ; 
becaufe  this  is  a  fecret  too  ealily  difcovered :  for 
no  mens  parentage  is  fo  nicely  inquired  into  as  that 
of  afluming  upftarts,  efpecially  when  they  affect  to- 
n-lake it  better  than  it  is,  as  they  often  do,  or  be-- 
have  themfelves  with  infolence. 

But  whatever  may  be  the  opinion  of  others  upon 
this  fubject,  whofe  philofophical  fcorn  for  blood  and 
families  reacheth  even  to  thofe  that  are  royal,  or 
perhaps  took  its  rife  from  a  JVhiggiJb  contempt  of 
the  latter  :  I  am  pleafed  to  find  two  fuch  instances  - 
of  extraordinary  merit,  as  I  have  mentioned,  join- 
ed with  ancient  and  honourable  birth ;  which,, 
whether  it  be  of  real  or  imaginary  value,  hath  been 
held  in  veneration  by  all  wife  polite  ftates  both  anci- 
ent and  modern.  And  as  much  a  foppery  as  men 
pretend  to  think  it,  nothing  is  more  obfervable  in 
thofe  who  rife  to  great  place  or  wealth  from  mean 
originals,  than  their  mighty  folicitude  to  covince 
the  world,  that  they  are  not  fo  low  as  is  commonly 
believed.  They  are  glad  to  find  it  made  out  by 
forrie  ftrained  genealogy,  that  they  have  a  remote 
alliance  with  better  families.  Cromwell  himfelf 
was  pleafed  with  the  impudence  of  a  flatterer,  who 
undertook  to  prove  him  defcended  from  a  branch, 
of  the  royal  ftem.  I  know  a  citizen  who  adds  or 
alters  a  letter  in  his  name  with  every  plumb  heac- 
auires  ;  he  now  wants  only  the  change  of  a  vow- 
el: 
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el  *•  to  be  allied  to  a  ibvereign  prince  in  Italy  -f ; 
and  that  perhaps  he  may  contrive  to  be  done  by  a 
jniftake  of  the  graver  upon  his  tomb-Jlone. 

When  I  am  upon  this  fubjecl  of  ncbility,  I  am 
forry  for  the  occafion.  given  me  to  mention  the  lofs 
of  a  perfon  who  was  fo  great  an  ornament  to  it,  as 
the  late  Lord  President  \  ;  who  began  early  to 
diftinguifh  himfelf  in  the  public  fervice,  and 
palTed  through  the  higheft  employments  of  ftate  in 
the  moil  difficult  times,  with  great  abilities  and  un- 
tainted honour.  As  he  was  of  a  good  old  age,  his 
principles  of  religion  and  loyalty  had  received  no 
mixture  from  late  infufions,  but  were  inftilled  into 
him  by  his  illuftrious  father,  and  other  noble  fpi- 
rits,  who  had  expofed  their  lives  and  fortunes,  for: 
the  royal  martyr. 


"Puhherrinm  proles, 


Magnanimt  heroes  nati  metier ibus.annis.  - 

His  firft  great  action,  was,  like  Scipio,  to  defend 
his  father  when  oppreiTed  by  numbers  ;  and  his  fi- 
lial piety  was  not  only  rewarded  with  long  life,  but 
with  a  fon,  who,  upon  the  like  occafion,  would 
have  fhewn  the  fame  relblution* .  No  man  ever 
preferved  his  dignity;  better,  when  he  was  out 
of  power,  nor  {hewed  more  affability  when  he  was 
in.  To  conclude  his  character  (which  I  do  not 
here  pretend  to  draw)  is.fuch  as  his  neareft  friends, 
may  fafdy  truft  to  the  mo  ft  impartial  pen  ;  nor 
wants  the  leaft  of  that  allowance  which,  they  fay,  is 
required  for  thofe  who  are  dead. 

•Sir  H.  Furnefe..        f  Farnefe,  f ;  Earl  of  Rochefter. 

Na 
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-         Quern  cur  diftringere  coner, 
Tutus  ab  infejlis  iatronibm? 


I  Never  let  flip  an  opportunity  of  endeavouring  to 
convince  the  world,  that  I  am  not  partial;  and 
to  confound  the  idle  reproach  of  my  being  hired  or 
directed  what  to  write  in  defence  of  the  prefent 
miniftry,  or  for  detecting  the  practices  of  the  for- 
mer. When  I  firft  undertook  this  paper,  I  firmly 
refolved,  that  if  ever  I  obferved  any  grofs  negle<5t, 
abufe,  or  corruption  in  the  public  management^ 
which  might  give  any  juft  offence  to  reafonable  peo- 
ple ;  I  would  take  notice  of  it  with  that  innocent 
boldnefs  which  becometh  an  honeft  man,  and  a 
true  loVer  of  his  country  ;  at  the  fame  time  pre- 
ferving  the  refpect  due  to  perfons  fo  highly  intruft- 
ed  by  fo  wife  and  excellent  a  Queen.  I  know  not 
how  fuch  a  liberty  might  have  been  refented  ;  but 
I  thank  God  there  hath  been  no  occailon  given  me 
to  exercife  it ;  for  I  can  fafely  affirm,  that  I  have 
with  the  utmoft  rigour  examined  all  the  actions  of 
the  prefent  miniftry,  as  far  as  they  fall  under  gene- 
ral cognifance,  without  being  able  to  accufe  them 
of  one  ill  or  miftaken  ftep.  Obferving  indeed  fome 
time  ago,  that  feeds  of  diflenfion  had  been  plenti^ 
fully  fcattered  from  a  certain  corner^  and  fearing 
they  began  to  rife  and  fpread,  I  immediately  writ  a 
paper  on  the  fubjecl,  which  I  treated  with  that 
warmth  I  thought  it  required  j  but  the  prudence  of 
thole  at  the  helm  foon  prevented  this  growing  evil, 

and 
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and  at  prefent  it  feems  likely  to  have  no  confequen- 
ces, 

I  have  had  indeed  for  Tome  time  a  fmall  occaiion 
of  quarrelling,  which  I  thought  too  inconiiclerable 
for  a  formal  iubject  of  complaint,  although  I  have 
hinted  at  it  more  than  once.  But  it  is  grown  at  pre- 
=fent  to  as  great  a  height,  as  a  matter  of  that  na- 
ture can  poffibly  bear.;  and  therefore  I  conceive  it 
tiigh  time  that  an  effectual  ftop  fliould  be  put  to  it. 
I  have  been  amazed  at  the  flaming  licentioumefs  of 
feveral  weekly  papers,  which  for  fome  months  paft 
have  been  chiefly  employed  in  barefaced  fcurrilities 
againft  t-hofe  who  are  in  the  greateft  truft  and  fa- 
vour with  the  Queen,  with  the  firft  and  laft  letters 
of  their  names  frequently  printed,  or  fome  peri- 
phrafis  deicribing  their  ftation,  or  other  innuendos 
contrived  too  plain  to  be  miftaken.  The  confe- 
quence  of  which  is  (and  it  is  natural  it  Ihould  be 
fo),  that  their  long  impunity  hath  rendered  them 
ftill  more  audacious. 

At  this  time  I  particularly  intend  a  paper  called 
the  Medley,  whofe  indefatigable  incefilint  railings  a- 
gainft  me  I  never  thought  convenient  to  take  notice 
of,  becaufe  it  would  have  diverted  my  defign,  which 
I  intended  to  be  of  public  ufe.  Beiides,  I  never 
yet  obferved  that  writer,  or  thofe  writers  (for  it  is 
every  way  a  Medley),  to  argue  againft  any  one  ma- 
terial point  or  fact  that  I  had  advanced,  or  make 
one  fair  quotation.  And  after  all,  I  knew  very 
well  how  foon  the  world  grows  weary  of  contro- 
verfy.  It  is  plain  to  me,  that  three  or  four  hands 
at  leaft  have  been  joined  at  times  in  that  worthy 
compofition  ;  but  the  outlines,  as  well  as  the  fi- 
niihing,  feem  to  have  been  always  the  work  of  the 
lame  pen,  as  it  is  vifible  from  half  a  fcore  beauties 
of  ftyle  infeparable  from  it.  But  who  thefe  med- 
lers  are,  or  where  the  judicious  leaders  have  pick- 
ed them  up,  I  ihall  never  go  about  to  conjecture  : 
factious  rancour,  falfc  wit,  abandoned  fcurrility, 

impudent 
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impudent  falfehood,  and  fervile  pedantry,  having 
fo  many  fathers,  and  lo  few  to  own  them,  thatCu- 
riolity  herfelf  would  not  be  at  the  pains  to  guefs, 
It  is  the  firft  time  I  ever  did  myfelf  thj  honour  to 
mention  that  admirable  paper ;  nor  could  I  imagine 
any  occafion  likely  to  happen,  that  would  make  it 
neceflary  for  me  to  engage  with  fuch  an  adveriary. 
This  paper  is  weekly  published,  and  as  appears  by 
the  number,  hath  been  fo  for  feveral  months  ;  and 
is  next  to  the  Obfervator  allowed  to  be  the  be  ft  pro- 
duction of  the  party.  I/aft  week  my  printer  brought 
me  that  of  May  7.  No  32.  where  there  are  two 
paragraphs  relating  to  the  Speaker  of  the  houfe  of 
Commons,  and  to  Mr.  Harley,  which,  as  little  as 
1  am  inclined  t>  engage  with  fuch  an  antagonift,  \ 
cannot  let  pafs  without  failing  in  my  duty  to  the 
public  :  and  if  thofe  in  power  will  fuller  fuch  infa- 
mous infmuations  to  pafs  with  impunity,  they  act 
without  precedent  from  any  age  or  country  of  the 
world. 

I  defire  to  open  this  matter,  and  leave  the  Jl'higs 
themfelves  to  determine  upon  it.  The  houfe  of 
Commons  refolved,  nemine  coutradicente^  that  the 
Speaker  ihould  congratulate  Mr.  Harley's  efcape 
and  recovery  in  the  name  of  the  houfe,  upon  his 
firft  attendance  on  their  fervice.  This  is  according- 
ly clone;  and  the  fpeech,  together  with  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer's,  are  printed  by  order  of 
the  houfe.  The  author  of  the  Medley  takes  this 
ipeech  to  talk  the  very  next  week  after  it  is  publiih- 
eel;  telling  us  in  the  aforefaid  paper,  that  "  the 
"  Speaker's  commending  Pvlr.  Harley  for  bsing  a;t 
<fc  initrument  of  great  gnod  to  the  nation,  was  ilK 
<f  chofen  flattery;  becaufe  Mr.  Harley  had  brought 
"  the  nation  umier  great  difficulties,  to  lay  no 
"  more."  He  lays,  "  that  when  the  Speaker  tells 
"  Mr.  HarJev,  that  Providence  hath  wonderfully 

j    ' 

preferved  him  from  fomeun parallelled  attempts" 

(for   that  the  Medley  alludes  to),   "  he  only  revivj., 
VOL.  III.  M 


134  THE    EXAMINER.  N°4£, 

"  a  falfe  and  groundlefs  calumny  upon  other  men; 
€C  which  is  an  inftance  of  impotent,  but  .inveterate 
<c  malice  that  makes  him  [the  Speaker]  ftill  appear 
(i  more  vile  and  contemptible."  This  is  an  extract 
from  his  firft  paragraph.  In  the  next  this  writer 
fays,  <f  that  the  Speaker's  praying  to  God  for  the 
**  continuance  of  Mr.  Har ley's  life,  as  an  invalua- 
*'  ble  blefling,  was  a  fulfome  piece  of  insincerity, 
"  which  expofes  him  to  fhame  and  derifion  ;  be- 
"  caufe  he  is  known  to  bear  ill-will  to  Mr.  Harley, 
*'  to  have  an  extreme  bad  opinion  of  him,  and  to 
<l  to  think  him  an  obftructor  of  thofe  line  meafures 
"  he  would  bring  about. 

I  now  appeal  to  the  Whigs  themfelves,  whether 
a  great  minifter  of  ftate,  in  high  favour  with  the 
Queen,  and  a  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
were  ever  publicly  treated  after  ib  extraordinary  a 
manner  in  the  moft  licentious  times  ?  For  this  is 
not  a  clandeftine  libel  ftolen  into  the  world,  but  o- 
penly  printed  and  fold  with  the  bookfeller's  name 
and  place  of  abode  at  the  bottom.  And  the  junc- 
ture is  admirable,  when  Mr.  Harley  is  generally  be- 
lieved upon  the  very  point  to  be  made  an  earl,  and 
promoted  to  the  moft  important  ftation  of  the 
kingdom  ;  nay,  the  very  marks  of  efteem  he  hath 
lb  lately  received  from  the  whole  reprefentative 
body  of  the  people,  are  called  ill-ckofcn  flattery ,  and 
a  fulfome  piece  cf  uifmcerity^  expofing  the  donors  ts 
fhame  find  derifion. 

Does  this  intrepid  writer  think  he  hath  fufficient- 
ly  difffuifed  the  matter  bv  that  ftale  artifice  of  al- 
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it-ring  the  ftory,  and  putting  it  as  a  fuppofed  cafe  ? 
Did  any  man,  who  ever  faw  the  congratulatory 
fpeech,  read  either  of  thofe  paragraphs  in  the  Med- 
ley without  interpreting  them  juft  as  I  have  done  ? 
Will  the  author  declare  upon  his  great  fincerity, 
that  he  never  had  any  fuch  meaning  ?  Is  it  enough, 
that  a  jury  at  Y/eftminfter-hall  would  perhaps  not 
find  him  guilty  of  defaming  the  Speaker  and  Mr. 

Harley 
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Harley  in  that  paper?  Which,  however.  I  am 
much  in  doubt  of  too  ;  and  mull  think  the  law  ve- 
ry defective,  if  the  reputation  of  fuch  perfons  muft 
3;e  at  the  mercy  of  fuch  pens.  I  do  not  remember 
to  hr.ve  feen  any  libel,  fuppofcd  to  be  writ  with 
caution  and  double  meaning  in  order  to  prevent 
profecution,  delivered  under  ib  thin  a  cover,  or  ib 
tonartiikially  made  up  as  this,  whether  it  \verefrom 
an  appreheniron  of  his  reader's  dulnefs,  or  an  ef- 
fect of  his  own.  He  haih  tiunfcribcd  the  very 
phrafes  of  the  Speaker,  and  p'it  them  in  a  differ- 
ent character,  for  fear  they  might  pals  unobferved,- 
and  to  prevent  all  poffibility  of  being  miilaken.  I 
ihall  be  plevfed  to  fee  him  have  recourfe  to  the  old 
cvafion,.  and  fay,  That  I  who  make  the  application 
am  chargeable  with  the  abuie  :  let  any  reader  of 
either  party  be  judge.  But  I  cannot  forbear  affert- 
ing  as  my  opinion,  that  for  a  miniftry  to  endure 
fuch  open  calumny,  without  calling  the  author  to 
account,  is  next  to  deferving  it.  And  this  is  an  o- 
miiiion  I  venture  to  charge  upon  the  prefent  mini- 
ftry, who  are  too  apt  to  defpife  little  things,  which' 
however  have  not  always  little  confequences. 

When  this  paper  was  firft  undertaken ,  one  dciign 
among  others  was,  to  examine  ibrne  of  thcfe  wri- 
tings ib  frequently  publifhed  with  an  evil  tendency 
either  to  religion  or  government  ;  but  I  was  long 
diverted  by  other  inquiries,  which  I  thought  more 
immediately  necefTaiy  ;  to  animadvert  upon  mens 
actions,  rather  than  their  fpeculations  ;  to  ihew  the 
ntceflity  there  was  of  changing  the  miniftry,  thcit 
our  conftituticn  in  church  and  itate  might  be  pre- 
ferved;  to  expo fe  ibmc  dangerous  principles  and 
practices  under  the  former  adminiftration  ;  and 
prove,  by  many  milanccs,  that  thofe  who  are  now 
at  the  helm,  are  entirely  in  the  true  intereft  of 
prince  and  people  This  I  may  modeftly  hope  hath, 
in  fome  meafure,  been  already  done,  fuincient  to 
anfwer  the  end  propofed  ;  wliich  wa?,  to  inform 
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the  ignorant,  and  thole  at  a  diftance,  and  to  con- 
vince fuch  ,is  are  engaged  in  party  from  no  other 
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moxive  than  th.ic  or  conicience.  I  know  not  whe- 
ther I  {hall  have  any  appetite  to.  continue  this  woi  k 
much  longer ;  if"  I  do,  perhaps"  ibme  time  may  be 
ipent  in  expoiing  and  overturning  the  falfe  reaion- 
ini;s  of  thofe  who  engage  their  pens:  on  the  other 
iide,  without  loiing  time  in  vindicating  myfelf  a- 
gairvft.  their  fcurrilities,  much  leis  in  retorting  them.. 
Of  this  fort  there  is  a  certain  humble  companion,  a 
French  maiti  e  ties  langnes  *,  who  every  month  pu- 
blillieth  an  extract  from  votes,  news-papers,  fpeech- 
es,  and. proclamations,  larded  with  fome  iniipid  re- 
marks of  his  own  ;  which  he  calls,  The  political 
Jiate  of  Great  Britain.  This  ingenious  piece,  he 
tells  us  himfelf,  is  constantly  tranilated  into  French, 
and  printed  in  Holland,  where  the  Dutch  no  doubt 
conceive  moil  noble  femiments  of  us  conveyed 
through  fuch  a  vehicle.  It  is  obfervable  in  his  ac- 
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count  for  April3  that  the  vanity  fo  predominant  in 
many  of  his  nation  hath  made  him  more  concern- 
ed for  the  honour  of  Guifcard,  than  the  iafety  of 
Mr.  Harley.  And  for  fear  we  fhouki  think  the 
worie  of  his  country  upon  that  offajjirfs  account, 
he  tells  us  there  have  been,  more  murders,  parri- 
cides, and  viilanies  committed  in  England  than  any 
other  pare  of  the  world.  I  cannot  imagine  how  aa 
illiterate  foreigner,  who  is  neither  mailer  of  our 
language,  or  indeed  of  common  fenfe,  and  who  is 
devoted  to  a  faction,  I  fuppofe  for  no  other  reafon, 
but  his  having  more  Whig  cuftomers  than  Tor  its, 
ihoulcl  take  it  into  his  head  to  write  politic  traces  of 
our  affairs.  But  I  prefume,  he  builds  upon  the 
foundation  cf  having  been  called  to  an  account  for 
his  infolence  in  one  of  his  former  monthly  produc- 
tions ;  which  is  a  method  that  feldom  fails  of  giving 
iome  vo^vie  to  the  foolifheft  compoiitiou.  If  fuch 
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a  work  muft:  be  clone,  I  wiih  feme  tolerable  hand 
would  undertake  it  ;  and  that  we  would  not  fairer 
a  little  whiffling  Frenchman  to  neglect  his  trade  of 
teaching  his  language  to  our  children,  and  prefume 
to  inftrucl  foreigners  in  our  politics. 
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No  42.     Thurfday,  Mar  24.  1711. 


Delifta  majontm  immcntus  hies, 
Romans,  do^ec  temfrla  refeccris, 
Mdefqite  Lbtntes  dwwn. 


OEveral  letters  have  been  lately  fent  me,  defiring 
^  I  would  make  honourable  mention  of  the  pious 
ddign  of  building  iifty  churches  in  ieveral  parts 
of  London  and  Weftminiler,  where  they  are  moil 
wanted,  occaiioned  by  an  addrcis  of  the  co:.voca:ion. 
to  the  Queen,  and  recommended  by  herMajefty  to 
the  houie  of  Commons  ;  who  immediately  promi- 
fed  they  "Mould  enable  her  to  acciQmptifh  fo  ex^e-iknt  a 
defigtij  and  are  now  preparing  a  bill  accordingly.  I 
thought  to  have  deferred  any  notice  of  this  impor- 
tant affair  until  the  end  of  tins  iciiion  ;  at  which 
time  I  propofed  to  deliver  a  particular  account  of 
the  great  and  ufeful  tilings  already  performed  by 
this  prefent  parliament.  But  in  compliance  to  thole 
who  give  thernielvcs  the  trouble  of  advifing  me, 
and  partly  convinced  by  the  reafons  they  offer;  I 
am  content  to  beftow  a  paper  upon  a  iubjecTt  that 
indeed  fo  well  deferveth  it. 

The  clergy,  ana  whoever  elfe  have  a  true  con- 
cern for  the  constitution  of  the  church,  cannot  but 
be  highly  plealed  witJi  one  profpccl  in  this  ne\v 
fcene  of  public  affairs.  They  may  very  well  remcm- 
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ber  the  time,  when  every  feffion  of  parliament 
was  like  a  cloud  hanging  over  their  heads  ;  and  if 
it  happened  to  pafs  without  burfting  into  fome  ftorm 
upon  the  church,  we  thanked  God,  and  thought 
it  an  happy  efcape  until  the  next  meeting;  upon' 
which  we  relumed  our  fecret  apprehenfions,  al-  • 
though  we  were  not  allowed  to  believe  any  danger, 
Things  are  now  altered,  the  parliament  takes  the 
necefiities  of  the  church  into  confideration,  receives 
the  propoials  of  the  clergy  met  in  convocation, 
and  amidft  all  the  exigencies  of  a  long  expcnfwe  'war 
and  under  the  prejjine  of  heavy  debts,  finds  a  fupply 
for  erecting  fifty  edifices  for  the  fervice  of 'God. 
And  it  appears  by  the  addrefs  of  the  Commons  to 
her  Mnjeity  upon  this  occafion,  (wherein  they  dif- 
covered  a  true  fpirit  of  religion),  that  applying  the 
money  granted  to  accomplijh  fo  excellent  a  dejign, 
would,  in  their  opinion,  be  the  moft  effectual  way 
of  carrying  on  the  war;  that  it  would  (to  ufe  their 
own  words)  "  be  a  means  of  drawing  down  bleff- 
"  ings  on  her  Majefty's  undertakings,  as  it  adds  to 
(<  the  number  of  thofe  places,  where  the  prayers 
"  of  her  devout  and  faithful  fubjefts  will  be  daily 
'*  offered  up  to  God  for  the  profperity  of -her  go- 
"*'  vernment  at  home,  and  the  fuccefs  of  her  arms 
"  abroad." 

I  am  fornetimes  hoping,  that  we  are  not  natural- 
ly fo  bad  a  people  as  we  have  appeared  for  fome 
years  pa  ft.  Faftion,  in  order  to  iupport  itfelf,  is 
generally  forced  to  make  ufe  of  fuch  abominable 
inftruments,  that  as  long  as  it  prevails,  the  genius 
of  a  nation  is  overpreffed,  and  cannot  appear  to 
exert  itfelf;  but  when  that  is  broken  and  fupprefT- 
eJ,  when  things  return  to  the  old  courfe,  mankind 
will  naturally  fall  to  aft  from  principles  of  reaibn 
and  religion  The  Romans,  upon  a  great  victory 
or  efcape  from  public  danger,  frequently  built  a 
temple  in  honour  of  fome  god,  to  whofe  peculiar 
favour  they  imputed  their  fuccefs  or  delivery:  and 
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fometimes  the  general  did  the  like,  at  his  own  ex- 
pence,  to  acquit  hhnfelf  of  fome  pious  vow  he  had 
made.  How  little  of  any  thing  refembling  this  hath 
heen  done  by  us  after  all  our  victories  !  And  per- 
haps for  that  reafon,  among  others,  they  have  turn- 
ed to  fo  little  account.  But  what  could  we  expect? 
We  acted  all  along  as  if  we  believed  nothing  of  a 
God,  or  his  providence  ;  and  therefore  it  was  con- 
ilftent  to  offer  up  our  edifices  only  to  thofe  whom 
we  looked  upon  as  givers  of  all  <ui£iory  in  his  ftead. 

I  have  computed  that  fifty  churches  may  be  built, 
by  a  medium,  at  fix  thoufand  pounds  for  a  church, 
which  is  fomewhat  under  the  price  of  a.  fvbjefi's. pa- 
lace ;  yet  perhaps  the  care  of  above  two  hundred 
thoufand  fouls,  with  the  benefit  of  their  prayers  for 
the  profperity  of  their  Queen  and  country,  may  be 
ahnoft  put  in  the  balance  with  the  domeftic  conve- 
nience, or  even  magnificence  of  any  fubjcft  what- 
foever. 

Sir  William  Petty,  who,  under  the  name  of  Cap- 
tain Graunt,  published  fome  obfervations  upon  the 
bills  of  mortality  about  five  years  after  the  rejlora- 
tion,  tells  us  the  parifhes  in  London  were  even  then 
fb  unequally  divided,  that  fome  were  two  hundred 
times  larger  than  others.  Since  that  time  the  in- 
creafe  of  trade,  the  frequency  of  parliaments,  the 
defire  of  living  in  the  metropolis,  together  with 
that  genius  for  building  which  began  after  the  fj  e, 
and  have  ever  fince  continued,  have  prodigioufly 
enlarged  this  town  on  all  fides,  where  it  was  capa- 
ble of  increafe  ;  and  thofe  tracts  of  land  built  into 
ftreets  have  generally  continued  of  the  fame  pariih 
they  belonged  to  while  they  lay  in  fields ;  fo 
that  the  care  of  above  thirty  them  land  fouls  hath 
been  fometimes  committed  to  one  minifter,  whofe 
church  would  hardly  contain  the  twentieth  part  of 
his  flock  :  neither,  I  think,  was  any  family  in  thofe 
parishes  obliged  to  pay  above  a  groat  a-year  to  theii* 
Spiritual  paftor.  Some  few  of  thofe  parifhes  have 

been 
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been  fince  divided,  in  others  were  erected  chapels 
of  eafe,  where  a  preacher  is  maintained  by  general 
contribution.  Such  poor  fhifts  and  expedients,  to 
the  infinite  fhaine  and  fcandal  of  fo  vaft  and  flou- 
rifliing  a  city,  have  been  thought  fufficient  for  the 
fervice  of  God  and  religion,  as  if  they  were  circurn- 
ftances  wholly  indifferent. 

This  defect  among  other  •sonfequences  of  it  hath 
made  fchifin  a  fort  of  necerTary  evil ;  there  being  at 
leaft  three  hundred  thoufand  inhabitants  in  this 
town  whom  the  churches  would  not  be  able  to  con- 
tain, if  the  people  were  ever  fo  well  difpofed  :  and' 
in  a  city  not  overftocked  with  zeal,  the  only  way 
to  preferve  any  degree  of  religion,  is  to  make  all 
attendance  upon  the  duties  of  it  as  eafy  and  cheap' 
as  poffible  ;  whereas,  on  the  contrary,  in  the  lar- 
ger parifhes  the  prefs  is  fo  great,  and  the  pew- 
keepers  tax  fo  exorbitant,  that  thofe  who  love  to 
fave  trouble  and  money,  either  ftay  at  home  or  re- 
tire to  the  conventicles.  \  believe  there  are  few  ex- 
amples, in  any  Chriftian  country,  of  fo  great  a  ne- 
glect of  religion  :  and  the  dilTenting  teachers  have 
made  their  advantage  largely  by  it.  /lun'tip-  tares  a- 
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rnong  the  ivh'etit  ivhile  men  ft&pt)  being  much  more 
expert  at  procuring  contributions,  which  is  a  trade 
they  are  bred  up  in,  than  men  of  a  liberal  educa- 
tion. 

And  to  fay  truth,  the  way  praclifed  by  feveral 
pariihes  in  and  about  this  town,  of  maintaining 
their  clergy  by  voluntary  fubfcriptions,  is  not  only 
an  indignity  to  the  character,  but  hath  many  per- 
nicious confequences  attending  it ;  fuch  a  precari- 
ous dependence  fubjecting  a  clergyman,  who  hath 
not  more  than  ordinary  fpirit  and  refolution,  to 
many  inconveniencies,  which  are  obvious  to  ima- 
gine ;  but  this  defect  will  no  doubt  be  remedied  by 
the  wifdom  and  piety  of  the  prefent  parliament, 
and  a  tax  laid  upon  every  houfe  in  a  parifh  for  the 
fupport  of  their  pallor.  Neither  indeed  can  it  be 

conceived, 
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conceived,  why  a  houfe  whofe  purchafe  is  not  rec- 
koned, above  one  third  lefs  than  land  of  the  fame 
yearly  rent,  fhould  not  pay  a  twentieth  part  annu- 
ally (which  is  half-tithe)  to  the  fin  port  of  the  mi- 
niiier.  One  thing  I  could  wifh,  that,  in  fixing  the 
maintenance  of  the  feveral  minifters  in  thefe  new- 
intended  pariihes,  no  determinate  ium  of  money 
may  be  named,  which  in  all  perpetuities  ought  by 
any  means  to  be  avoided,  but  rather  a  tax  in  pro- 
portion to  the  rent  of  each  houfe,  although  it  be 
but  a  twentieth,  or  even  a  thirtieth  part.  The 
contrary  of  this,  I  am  told,  was  done  in  feveral  pa* 
rilhes  of  the  city  after  the  fire,  where  the  in  cum* 
bent  and  his  fuccefTors  were  to  receive  for  ever  a 
certain  ium  ;  for  example,  one  or  two  hundred 
pounds  a-year.  But  the  lawgivers  did  not  coniider, 
that  what  we  call  at  prefent  one  hundred  pounds 
will  not  in  procefs  of  time  have  the  intrinfic  value 
of  twenty  ;  as  twenty  pounds  now  are  hardly  equal 
to  forty  millings  three  hundred  years  ago.  There 
are  a  thoufand  initances  of  this  all  over  England 
in  referred  rents  applied  to  hofpitals,  in  old  chief- 
ries,  and  even  among  the  clergy  themfelves,  in 
thofe  payments  which,  I  think,  they  call  a  modus. 
As  no  prince  had  ever  better  difpoh'tions  than 
her  prefent  Majefty  for  the  advancement  of  true 
religion  ;  fo  there  never  was  any  age,  that  produc- 
ed greater  occafions  to  employ  them  on.  It  is  an 
nnfpeakable  misfortune,  that  any  defign  of  fo  ex- 
cellent a  Queen  fhould  be  checked  by  the  neceffities 
of  a  long  and  ruinous  war,  which  the  folly  or  cor- 
ruption of  modern  politicians  have  involved  us  in  a- 
gainft  all  the  maxims  whereby  our  country  fiourifh,* 
ed  fo  many  hundred  years :  elfe  her  Majefty's  care 
of  religion  would  certainly  have  reached  even  to 
her  American  plantations.  Thofe  noble  countries 
ftocked  by  numbers  from  hence,  whereof  too  iruny 
are  in  no  very  great  reputation  for  faith  or  morals, 
\N  ill  bq  a  perpetual  reproach  to  us,  until  fome  bet- 
ter 


T42  THE   EXAMINER.  Nc  42. 

ter  care  be  taken  for  cultivating  Chriftianity  among 
the. 11.  If  the  governors  of  thofe  federal  colonies 
were  obliged  at  certain  times  to  tranfmit  an  ex  aft 
reprefentation  of  the  fbite  of  religion  in  their  feve- 
rai  di  ft  rifts,  and  the  le&iihuire  here  w  uld,  in  time 

*  k  - 

of  kifure,  take  that  affcair  under  their  conlidera- 
tion,  it  might  be- pei-frftcid  with  little  difficulty,  and 
be  a  great  addition  to  the  glories  of  her  Majcfty's 
reign. 

But,  to  wave  further  fpeerJations  upon  fo  remote 
a  fcene,  while  we  have  fubjefts  enough  to  employ 
them  on  at  home  :  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  clergy  will 
not  flip  any  proper  opportunity  of  improving  the 
pious  difpoiitions  of  the  Queen  and  kingdom. tor 
the  advantage  of  the  church  ;  when,  by  the  exam- 
ple of  times  pall,  they  coniider  how  rarely  fuch 
conjunctures  are  like  to  happen.  What  if  fnme 
method  were  thought  on  towards  repairing  of 
churches  ?  for  which  there  is  :ike  to  be  too  frequent 
occafion ;  thofe  ancient  Gothic  ilruftures  through- 
out this  kingdom  going  every  year  to  decay.  'A  hat 
expedient  of  repairing  or  rebuilding  them  by  cha- 
ritable collections  fecms,  in  my  opinion,  not  very 
fuitabie  either  to  the  dignity  and  ufefulnefs  of  the 
work,  or  to  the  honour  of  our  country;  fince  it 
might  be  eafiiy  done  with  very  little  charge  to  the 
public  in  a  much  more  decent  and  honourable  man- 
ner, while  parliaments  are  fo  frequently  called. 
But  theie  and  other  regulations  rnuft  be  left  to  a 
time  of  peace  ;  which  I  fhall  humbly  prefume  to 
wiili  may  foon  be  our  fhare,  however  cfreniive  it 
may  be  to  any,  either  abroad  or  at  home,  who  are: 
gainers  by  the  war. 


,  No 
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Scilicif,  ut  pojjis  curvo  dignofccre  retlum, 

TT  Aving  been  forced  in  my  papers  to  ufe  the  cant 
A  A  words  of  Whig  and  Tory,  which  have  fo  often  va- 
ried their  fignifications  for  twenty  years  paft  ;  I  think 
it  neceffary  to  fay  fomething  of  the  feveral  changes 
thofe  two  terms  have  undergone  fince  that  period  ; 
and  then  to  tell  the  reader  what  I  have  always  un- 
derftood  by  each  of  them,  fince  I  undertook  this 
work.  I  reckon  that  thefe  forts  of  conceited  ap- 
pellations are  ufually  invented  by  the  vulgar  ;  who, 
not  troubling  themfelves  to  examine  thoroughly 
the  merits  of  a  caufe,  are  confequently  the  moft 
violent  parti.fans  of  what  they  efpoufe,  and  in  their 
quarrels  ufually  proceed  to  their  beloved  argument 
of  calling  names,  until  at  length  they  light  upon 
one  which  is  fure  to  flick  ;  and  in  time  each  party 
grows  proud  of  that  appellation,  which  their  udver- 
faries  at  firft  intended  for  a  reproach.  Of  this  kind 
were  the  Prafini  and  Veneti,  the  Guelfs  and  Gibe- 
lines,  Huguenots  and  Papifts,  Roundheads  and 
Cavaliers,  with  many  others  of  ancient  and  modern 
date.  Among  us  of  late  there  feems  to  -have  been 
a  barrennefs  of  invention  in  this  point  ;  the  words 
Whig  and  Tory,  although  they  be  not  much  above 
thirty  years  old,  having  been  prefled  to  the  fir  vice 
of  many  fueceflions  of  parties  with  very  different 
ideas  faitened  to  them.  This  diftinclion,  I  think. 

• 

began  towards  the  later  part  of  King  Charles  II.  's 
reign,  was  dropt  during  that  of  his  iiiccefibr,  and 
then  revived  at  the  revolution  ;  fince  which  it  hath 
'perpetually  flourifhed,  although  applied  to  very 
different  kinds  of  principles  and  perfons.  In  that 
convention  of  Lords  and  Commons,  fome  of  both 

hbufes 


144  THE   EXAMINER,  N 

honfes  were  for  a  regency  to  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
with  a  refervatiori  of  ftyle  and  title  to  the  abfent 
King,  which  fhould  be  made  ufe  of  in  all  public 
acts  :  others,  when  they  were  brought  to  allow  the 
throne  vacatit,  thought  the  fucceilion  fliould  im- 
mediately go  to  the  next  heir,  according  to  the 
fundamental  laws  of  the  kingdom,  as  if  the  laft 
King  were  actually  dead.  And  although  the  di£- 
fenting  Lords  (in  whole  houfe  the  chief  oppofition 
was)  did  at  laft  yield  both  tiiofe  points,  took  the 
oaths  to  the  new  King,  and  many  of  them  employ- 
ments ;  yet  they  were  looked  upon  with  an  evil  eye 
by  the  warm  zealots  of  the  other  iide  ;  neither  did 
the  court  ever  heartily  favour  any  of  them,  although 
fome  of  them  were  of  the  mo  ft  eminent  for  abili- 
ties and  virtue,  and  ferved  that  prince  both  in  his 
councils  and  his  army  with  untainted  faith.  It  was 
apprehended  at  the  lame  time,  and  perhaps  it  might 
have  been  true,  that  many  of  the  clergy  would 
have  been  better  pleafed  with  the  fcheme  of  a  re- 
.ger.cy,  or  at  leaft  an  uninterrupted  lineal  fucceilion, 
for  the  fake  of  thofe  whole  confciences  were  truly 
fcrupulotts ;  and  they  thought  there  were  fome  cir- 
cumftances  in  the  cafe  of  the  deprived  biihops,  that 
looked  a  little  hard,  or  at  ieaft  deferved  commife- 
ration. 

rihefe  and  other  the  like  reflections  did.  as  I 
conceive,  revive  the  denominations  of  Whig  and 
Tory. 

Some  time  after  the  revolution  the  dlitinction  of 
high  and  low  church  came  in,  which  was  railed  by 
the  DiiTenters  in  order  to  break  the  church-party 
bv  dividing  the  members  into  high  and  low  ;  and 

j  ^i  cj 

the  opinion  raifed,  that  the  high  joined  with  the 
Papijii,  inclined  the  kw  to  fall  in  with  the  Diffent- 
ers. 

And  here  I  fliall  take  leave  to  produce  fome 
principles,  which,  in  the  fevcral  periods  of  the  late 
reign,  ferved  to  denote  a  man  of  one  or  the  other 

party. 
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party.  To  be  againft  a  (landing  army  in  the  time 
of  peace  was  all  High-church,  Tory,  and  tantivy  ; 
to  differ  from  a  majority  of  bifhops  was  the  fame. 
To  raife  the  prerogative  above  law  for  ferving  a 
turn,  was  Loiv-ehurch  and  Whig.  The  opinion  of 
the  majority  in  the  houfe  of  Commons,  eipecially 
of  the  country-party  or  landed  intereft,  was  High- 
fly  and  rank  Tory.  To  exalt  the  King's  iupremacy 
beyond  all  precedent,  was  Loiu-church,  Wkiggi/b, 
and  M'jdsr.nc.  To  make  the  leaft  doubt  of  the 
pretendedPrince's  being  luppoiititious,  and  a  tiler's 
fon,  was,  in  their  phrafe,  Top  and  Top-gallant,  and 
perfect  Jaabiiifm.  To  refume  the  moil  exorbitant 

J  •  c          c  a-  r 

grants  that  were  ever  given  to  a  let  or  profligate  fa- 
vourites, and  apply  them  to  the  public,  was  the 
very  quinteffence  of  To-yifm ;  notwithstanding  thole 
grants  were  known  to  be  acquired  by  facrifi-cing  the 
honour  and  wealth  of  England, 

In  molt  of  thefe  principles  the  two  parties  feem 
to  have  fhifted  opinions,  rmce  their  inftitution  un- 
der K.  Charles  II.  and  indeed  to  have  gone  very 
•different  from  what  was  expected  from  each,  even 
at  the  time  of  the  revolution.  But  as  to  that  con- 
cerning the  pretender,  the  Whigs  have  fo  far  re* 
nounct'd  it,  that  they  are  grown  the  great  advo- 
cates for  his  legitimacy  ;  which  gives  me  the  op- 
portunity of  vindicating  a  noble  Duke,  who  was 
accufed  of  a  blunder  in  the  houfe,  when,  upon  a 
Lord's  mentioning  the  pretended  princ-,  his  Grace 
•told  the  Lords,  "  He  muft  be  plain  with  their, 
"  and  call  that  perfon,  not  the  pretended  prince, 
"  but  the  pretended  importer:'1  which  was  fo  far 
from  a  binder  in  that  polite  Lord,  as  his  ill  willers 
give  out,  that  it  was  only  a  refined  way  of  deliver- 
ing the  avowed  fentiments  of  his  whole  party. 

But  to  return  :  This  was  the  ftate  of  principle?, 
when  the  Queen  came  to  the  crown  ;  feme  tin.e 
after  which  it  pleafed  cert,  in  great  ferfons,  who  had 
been  all  their  lives  ia  the  altitude  of  Tory  profef- 

VoL.HI.  N 
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fion,  to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  the  Wings,  from 
whom  they  could  get  better  terms  than  from  their 
old  friends,  who  began  to  be  refty,  and  would  not 
allow  monopolies  of  power  and  favour,  nor  con- 
fent  to  carry  on  the  war  entirely  at  the  expcnfe  of 
this  nation,  that  they  might  have  penfions  from 
abroad  ;  while  another  people,  more  immediately 
concerned  in  the  v;ar3  traded  with  the  enemy  as 
in.  times  of  peace ;  whereas  the  other  party,  whole 
.cafe  appeared  then  as  defperate,  was  ready  to  yield 
to  any  conditions  that  would,  bring  them  into  play. 
And  I  cannot  help  affirming,  that  this  nation  was 
made  a  facrifice  to  the  umneafurable  appetite  of 
power  and  wealth  in  a  very  few,  that  Ihail  be 
namelefs.  who,  in  every  ftep  they  made,  afted  di- 
recUy  again-ft  what  they  had  always  profefled.  And 
.if  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  *  had  died  fome 
years,  (who  was  a  perpetual  check  in  their  career), 
it  is  dreadful  to  think  how  far  they  might  have  pro- 
.ceeded. 

'Since  that  time  the  bulk  of  the  Whigs  appearetli 
rather  to  be  linked  to  a  certain  fet  of  perfons,  than 
any  certain  fet  of  principles  ;  fo  that  if  I  were  to 
cleiine  a  member  of  that  party,  I  fhould  fay,  He 
•was  one  luho  believed  in  the  Lite  mwiftry .  And 
therefore  whatever  I  have  affirmed  of  the  Whigs  in 
any  of  thefe  papers,  or  objected  againft  them, 
ought  to  be  unclerftood  either  of  thofe  who  were 
partifans  of  the  late  men  in  power  and  privy  to  their 
deiigns,  or  fuch  who  joined  with  them  from  a -hat- 
red to  our  monarchy  and  church,  as  unbelievers 
and  Diffenter.S'o£  all  iizes  ;  or  alien  in  office,  who 
had  been  guilty  of  much  corruption,  and  dreaded 
a  change,  which  would  not  only  put  a  flop  to  fur- 
ther abufes  for  the  future,  but  might  perhaps  in- 
troduce examinations  of  what  was  part;  or  thofe 
who  had  been  too  highly  obliged  to  quit  their  fup- 

*  .Prince  George  of.  Denmark, 

porters 
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porters  with  any  common  decency  ;  or  laftly,  the 

money-trader^  who  could  never,  hope  to  make 
their  markets  fo  well  of  premium^  and  exorbitant 
intereft,  and  high-  remittances,  by  other- admini- 
ftration.. 

Under  thefe  heads  may  be  reduced  the  whole 
body  of  thoie  whom  I  have  all  along  underftood 
for  IVhigs  :  for  I  do  not  include  within  this  number 
any  of  thofe  who  have  been  milled  by  ignorance,  or 
feduced  by  plaufible  pretences,  to  think  better  of 
that  fort  of  men  than  they  deierve,  and  to  appre- 
hend mighty  dangers  from  their  diigrace  ;  becatife, 
I  believe,  the  greater!  part  of  iuch  well-meaning 
people  are  now  thoroughly  converted. 

And:  indeed  it  mutt  be  allowed,  that  the  two 
fantaftic  names  of  Wbig  and  Tory  have  at  prefent 
very  little  relation  to  thofe  opinions,  which  were 
at  firft  thought  to  diftinguiih  them.  Whoever 
formerly  profened  himielf  to  approve  the  re- 
Volution,  to  be  againft  the  pretender,  to  juftify  the 
fucceffion  in  the  houfe  of  Hanover,  to  think  the 
Britilh  .monarchy  not  abiblute,  but  limited  by-laws, 
which  the  executive  power  could  not  difpenfe  with, 
and  to  allow  an  indulgence  to  fcrupulous  confci- 
ences  ;  fuch  a  man  was  content  to  be  called  a  Whig, 
On  the  other  fide,  whoever  aflerted  the  Queen's 
hereditary  right,  that  the  perfons  of  princes  were 
facred,  their  lawful  authority  not  to  be  refitted  on 
any  pretence  ;  nor  even  their  usurpation;  without 
the  moft  extreme  neceflity  ;  that  breaches  in  the 
fucceffion  were  highly  dangerous  :  that  fchifm  was 
a  great  evil  both  in  itfelf  and  its  confcquenccs  ;  that 
the  ruin  of  the  church  would  probably  be  attended 
with  that  of  the  ftaie  ;  that  no  power  fhould  be 
trufted  with  thofe  who  are  not  of  the  eftablimed  re- 
ligion, fuch  a  man  was  ufiially  called  a  Tory.  Now, 
although  the  opinions  of  both  thefe  are  very  con- 
iiftent.and  I  really  think  are  maintained  at  prefent  by 
a  great  majority  of  the  kingdom1  :  yet,  according  as 

N  ?.  men 
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men  apprehend  the  danger  greater,  either  from  the 
pretender  and  his  party,  cr  from  the  violence  and 
cunning  of  other  en.mies  to  the  conftitution,  fo 
their  common  difcourfes  and  reafonings  turn  either 
to  the  firft  or  fecond  iet  of  thefe  opinions  I  have 
mentioned,  and  they  are  confequently  ftyled  either 
iifhigs  or  Tories  :  Which  is  as  if  two  brothers  appre- 
hended their  honfe  would  be  fet  upon,  but  difa- 
greed  about  the  place  from  whence  they  thought 
the  ra'ibtrs  would  come,  and  therefore  would  go  on 
different  fides  to  defend  it ;  they  muft  needs  weaken 
and  expofe  themfelves  by  fuch  a  Jeparation;  and  fo 
did  we,  only  oar  cafe  was-  worfe  ;  for,  in  order  to 
keep  off  a  weak  remote  enemy,  from  whom  we 
could  not  fuddenly  apprehend  any  danger,  we  took 
a  nearer  and  n'Jlrorigtk  one  into  the  l.oufe.  I  make 
no  comparifon  at  all  between  the  two  enemies ; 
popery,  and  fluvery  are  without  doubt  the  greateft 
and  moil  dreadful  of  any  ;  but  I  may  venture  to 
affirm,  that  the  fears  of  thefe  have  not,  at  leaft 
iince  the  revo/utionj  been  fo  clofe  and  prefling  upon 
Us  as  that  rrorn  another  faflion  ;  excepting  only  one 
fhort  period,  when  the  leaders  of  that  very  faction 
invited  the  abdicated  king  to  return  ;  of  which  I 
have  formerly  taken  notice. 

Having  thus  declared,  what  fort  of  perfons  I 
have  always  meant  under  the  denomination  of 
Whigt,  it  will  be  eafy  to  mew  whom  I  understand  by 
Tories,  ^uch  whofe  principles  in  church  and  ftatc 
are  what  I  have  above  related  ;  whofe  actions  are 
derived  from  thence,  and  who  have  no  attachment 
to  any  fet  of  minifters,  further  than  as  they  are 
friends  to  the  conftitution  in  all  its  parts  ;  but  will 
do  their  utmoft  to  fave  their  prince  and  country, 
-whoever  be  at  the  helm. 

By  thefe  defcriptions  of  Whig  and  Tcryy  I  am  fen- 
fible  thofe  names  are  given  to  feveral  perfons  very 
tmdefervedly ;  and  that  many  a  man  is  called  by 
one  or  the  other,  who  has  not  the  leaft  tide  to  the 

blame 
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blame  or  praife  I  have  beftowed  on  each  of  them 
throughout  my  papers. 
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Magna  vis  eft,  magnum  nwnen,  iinwn   et  Idem  jen-> 
t  tent  is  fenatus. 

Hoever  calls  to  mind  the  clamour  and  the  ca- 
lumny, the  artificial  fears  and  jealouiies,   the 
fhamefulmilreprefentations  ofperfons  and  of  things, 
that  were  railed  and  fpread  by  the  leaders  and  in- 
ftruments  of   a    certain  party,  upon  the  change  of 
the  laft  miniilry  and  difiblution   of  parliament ;  if 
he  be  a    true   lover   of  his   country,    mufb  feel  a 
mighty  pleaiure,  although  mixed  with  fome  indig- 
nation, to  fee  the  wiflies,   the  conjectures,  the  en- 
deavours of   an    inveterate  faction    entirely    difap-  • 
pointed  ;  and   this    important  period  wholly  fpent 
in  restoring    the  prerogative  of  the  prince,  and  li- 
berty to  the  fubjecl:  ;  in  reforming    paft  abufes  and 
preventing   future,   (iipplying  old  deficiencies,  pro- 
viding for  debts,  reftoringtlie  clergy  to  their  rights, 
and  taking  care   of  the   neceffities  of  the  church  ; 
and  all  this  unattended  with  any  of   thofe   misfor- 
tunes which  fome  men  hoped  for,    while  they  pre- 
tended to  fear. 

For  my  own  part,  I "muft  confefs  the  difficulties 
appeared  fo  great  to  me  from  furh  a  noife  and 
fhew  of  oppoiition,  that  I  thought  nothing  but  the 
abfolute  neceflity  of  affairs  could  ever  juftify  fo  dar- 
ing an  attempt.  But  a  wife  and  good  prince,  at 
the  head  of  an  able  miniftry,  and  of  a  fena-te  freely 
chcfen,  all  united  to  purfue  the  true  intereft  of 
their  country  is  a  power  againit  which  the  little 
inferior  politics  cf  any  faction  will  fee  able  to  make 

N  3  no. 
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no  long  reiiitance.  To  this  we  may  add  one  addi- 
tional ftrength,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  our  ad- 
verfaries",  is  the  greateft  and  jnfteft  of  any  ;  I  mean 
the  i'ox  populi,  fo  indisputably  declarative  on  the 
fame  fide.  I  am  apt  to  believe,  when  thefe  difcard- 
ed  politicians  begin  ferioufly  to  confider  all  this, 
they  will  think  it  proper  to  give  out,  and  referve 
their  wildom  for  fome  more  convenient  juncture. 

It  is  pleafant  enough  to  obferve,  that  thofe  who 
were  the  chief  instruments  of  railing  the  noife, 
who  ftarted  fears,  befpoke  dangers,  and  formed 
©minous  prognostics,  in  order  to  fcare  the  allies, 
to  fpirit  the  French,  and  fright  ignorant  people  at 
home,  made  ufe  of  thofe  very  opinions  themfelves 
had  broached,  for  arguments  to  prove,  that  the 
change  of  ministers  was  dangerous  and  unfeafona- 
ble.  But  if  a  houfe  be  fwepty  the  more  qccafion 
is  there  for  fuch  a  work,  the  more  duft  it  will  rail e ; 
if  it  be  going  to  ruin,  the  repairs,  however  necef- 
fary,  will  make  a  noife^  and  dljlurb  the  neighbourhood 
a  while.  And  as  to  the  rejoicings  made  in  France, 
if  it  be  true  that  they  had  any,  upon  the  news  of 
thofe  alterations  among  us  ;  their  joy  was  grounded 
upon  the  fime  hopes  with  that  of  the  Whigs,  who 
comforted  themfelves,  that  the  change  of  miniftry 
and  parliament  would  infallibly  .put  us  all  into  con- 
fufion,  increafe  our  divifions,  and  cleftroy  our  cre- 
dit, wherein  I  fuppofe  by  this  time  they  are  equally 
undeceived 

But   this   long  feffion  being  in  a  manner  ended, 
which  feveral  circumftances,  and  one  accident  alto- 
gether unforefeen,  have  drawn  out  beyond  the  u 
?ual  time  ;  it  may  be  fome  fmall  piece  of  juftice  t 
fo  excellent  an  affembly,  barely  to  mention   a   few 
of  thofe  great  things  they  have  done  for  the  fervice . . 
of  their  Queen  and  country,  which  I  fhall  take  no- 
tice of  juft  as  they  come  to  my  memory. 

The  credit  of  the  nation  began  mightily  to  fuller 
by  a  difcount  upon  cxchermer-bills,  which  have 

been 
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been  generally  reckoned  the  fureft  arid  molt  facred 
of  all  fectirities.  The  prefent  Lord  Treaiurer,  then 
a  member  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  propoled  a 
method,  which  was  immediately  complied  with,  of 
railing  them  to  a  far  with  fpecie  ;  and  Ib  they  have, 
ever  rince  continued. 

The  Britii'h  colonies  of  Nevis  and  St.  Chrifto- 
pher's  had  been  miierably  plundered  by  the  French, 
their  houfes-  burnt,  their  plantations  deflroyed,  and 
many  of  the  inhabitants  carried  away  priibners  ; 
they  had  often,  for  fome  years  pail,  applied  in  vain, 
for  relief  from  hence;  until  the  prefent  parliament, 
confidering  their  condition  as  a  cafe  of  juitice  and 
mercy,  voted  them  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
by  way  of  recompenfe  in  fome  manner  for  their 
futrerings. 

Some  perfons,  whom  the  voice  of  the  nation  au= 
thorifeth  me  to  call  her  enemies,  taking  advantage 
of  the  general  naturalization-acV,  had  invited  over 
a  great  number  of  foreigners  of  all  religions,  un- 
der the  name  of  Palatine*,  who  uiiderftood  no  trade 
or  handicraft,  yet  rather  chofe  to  beg  than  labour; 
who,  befides  inferring  our  ftrcets,  bred  contagious 
difeafes,  by  which  we  loft  in  natives  thrice  the  num- 
ber of  what  we  gained  in. foreigners.  The  houfe  of 
Commons,  as  a  remedy  againrt  this  evil,  brought 
in  a  bill  for  repealing  that  act  of  general  naturali- 
zation ;  which,  to  the  iurprife  of  moft  people,  was 
rejected  by  the  Lords.  And  upon  this  occafion  I 
muft  allow  myfelf  to  have  been  juftly  rebuked  by 
one  of  my  weekly  monitors  for  pretending,  in  a 
former  paper,  to  hope  that  law  would  be  repealed ; 
wherein  the  Commons  being  difappoin-ted,  took 
care  however  to  fend  many  of  the  Palatines  away, 
and  to  reprefent  their  being  invited  over  as  a  perni- 
cious  counfel. 

The  qualification-bill,    incapacitating   all  men   to 
ferve  in  parliament,  who  have  not  fome   eftate   in 
land  either  in  pofTeffion  or  certain  reverfroTi,  is  per- 
haps 
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haps  the  greateft  fecurity  that  ever  was  contrived 
for  preferring  the  constitution,  which  otherwife 
might  in  a  little  time  lie  wholly  at  the  mercy  of  the 
moneyed  intereft.  And  fince  much  the  greateft  part 
of  the  taxes  is  paid  either  immediately  from  land 
or  from  its  productionsj  it  is  but  common  jufticss 
that  thofe  who  are  the  proprietors  fhould  appoint 
what  portion  of  it  ought  to  go  to  the  fupport  of 
the  public ;  otherwife  the  ingroiTers  of  money  would 
be  apt  to  lay  heavy  loads  on  others,  which  them- 
felves  never  touch  with  one  of  their  fingers.. 

The  public  debts  were  fo  prodigiouily  increafed 
by  the  negligence  and  corruption  of  thofe  who  h ad- 
been  managers  of  the  revenue,  that  the  late  mini- 
fters,  like  careleis  men  who  run  out  their  fortunes,- 
were  lo  far  from  any  thoughts  of  payment,  that 
that  they  had  not  the  courage  to  ftate  or  compute 
them.  The  parliament' found,  that  thirty-five  mil- 
lions had  never  been- accounted  for  ;  and  that  the 
debt  on  the  navy,  wholly  unprovided  for,  amount- 
ed to  nine  millions.  The  late  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  %  Suitable  to  his  tranfcendent  genius  f.-r- 
public  affairs,  propofed  a  fund  to  be  fecurity  for 
that  immenfe  debt,  which  is  now  confirmed  by  £• 
law,  and  is  likely  to  prove  the  greateft  restoration 
and  eftablHhment  of  the  kingdom's  credit.  Not 
content  with  this,  the  legislature  hath  appointed 
commimoners  of  accounts' to  infpect  into  paftmif- 
managements  of  the  public  money,  and  prevent 
them  for  the  future. 

I  have,  in  a  former  paper,  mentioned  the  act  for 
building  fifty-  new  churches  in  London  and  Weft- 
minfter,  with  a  fund  appropriated  for  that  pious 
and  noble  work.  But  while  I  am  mentioning  acts 
of  piety,  it  would  be  unjuft  to  conceal  nay  Lord 
High  Treasurer's  concern  for  religion,  which  hath 
extended  even  to  another  kingdom  :  his  Lordfhip 

*  Ear!  of  Oxford, 

having 
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having  fome  months  ago  obtained  of  her  Majefly 
the  iirft  fruits  and  tenths  to  the  clergy  of  Ireland, 
as  he  is  known  to  have  before  dor.e  to  that  Reve- 
rend body  heref.. 

The  aft  for  carrying. on  a  trade  to  the  South-fed) 
propofed  by  the  fame  great  ptrfon,  whofe  thoughts 
are  perpetually  employed,  and  ever  with  fuccefs, 
on  the  good  of  ,his  country,  will  in  all  probabilir 
ty,  if  duly  executed,  be  of  mighty  advantage  to  the 
kingdom,  and  an  everlafting  honour  to  the  prefent 
parliament. 

I  might  go  on  further,  and  mention  that  feafon- 
able  law  againft  exceffive  gaming  ;  the  putting  a 
flop  to  that  fcandalous  fraud  of  falfe  mutters  in 
the  guards  ;  the  diligent  and  effeftu.il  inquiry  made 
by  the  commons  into  feveral  grofs  abufes.  I  might 
produce  many  inftances  of  their  impartial  juftice  in 
deciding  controverted  elections  againft  former  ex- 
ample, and  great  provocations  to  retaliate.  I  might 
fhew  their  cheerful  readmefs  in  granting  fuch  vaft 
fupplics  j  their  great  unanimity,  not  to  be  broken 
by  all  the  arts  of  a  malicious  and  cunning  faction  ; 
their  unfeigned  duty  to  the  Queen  ;  and  lafty,  that 
reprefentation  made  to  her  Majefty  from  the  houfc 
of  Commons,  difcovering  fuch  a  fpirit  and  difpo- 
iition  in  that  noble  afieinbiy  to  redrefs  all  thofe 
evils  which  a  long  malc-admmiftration  had  brought 
vpon  us. 

It  is  probable,  that  trufting  only  to  my  memory 
I  may  have  omitted  many  things  of  great  import- 
ance ;  neither  do  I  pretend  further,  in  the  compafs 
of  this  paper,  than  to  give  the  world  fome  general, 
however  imperfect,  idea  how  worthily  this  great 
aiTembly  hath  difchargecl  the  truft  of  thofe  who  fo 
freely  chofe  them  ;  and  what  we  may  reafonably 
hope  and  expect  from  the  piety,  courage,  wifdom, 

f  Sea  the  author's  tetters  to  Archbifliop  King. 

and 
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and  loyalty  of  fuch  excellent  patriots  in  a  time  fo 
fruitful  of  occaiions  to  exert  the  greateft  abili- 
ties. 

And  now  I  conceive  the  main  defign  I  had  in 
writing  thefe  papers  is  fully  executed.  A  great 
majority  of  the  nation  is  at  length  thoroughly  con- 
vinced, that  the  Queen  proceeded  with  the  higheft 
wifdom  in  changing  her  ministry  and  parliament ; 
that  under  a  former  adminiftration  the  greateft  a- 
bufes  of  all  kinds  were  committed,  and  the  moft 
dangerous  attempts  againft  the  conftitution  for 
fome  time  intended.  The  whole  kingdom  finds  the 
prefent  perions  in  power  directly  and  openly  pur- 
fuing  the  Mie  fervice  of  their  Queen  and  country;; 
and  to  be  fuch  whom  their  moft  bitter  enemies  can- 
not tax  with  bribery,  covetoufnefs,  ambition,  pride, 
infolence,  or  any  pernicious  principles  in-  religion, 
or  government. 

For  my  own  particular,  thofe  little  barking  cursj . 
•which  have  fo  conftantly  purfued  me,  I  take  to  be 
of  no  further  coniequence  to  what  I  have  written,., 
than  the  fcoffing  ilaves  of  old,  piaeed  behind  the 
chariot  to  put  the  general  in  mind  of  his  mortali- 
ty ;  which  was  but  a  thing  of  form,  and  made  no 
flop  or  disturbance  in  the  fhow.  However,  if  thefe 
perpetual  fnarlers  againft  me  had  the  fame  defign, 
I  muft  own  they  have  effectually  comparTed  it ;  fince 
nothing  can  well  be  more  mortifying  than  to  reflect,, 
that  I  am  of  the  fame  fpecies  with, creatures  capa- 
ble of  uttering  fo  much  fcurrility,  dulnefs,  falfe- 
hood,  and  impertinence,  to  the  feandal  and  difgrace 
of  human  nature^ 


No  45. 


N°4S-  THE    EXAMINER.  155 


No  45.     Thurfday,  June  14.    1711. 
Melius  iwn  tan?sre  clamo. 


WHen  a  general  hath  conquered  an  army,  and 
reduced  a  country  to  obedience,  he  often 
findeth  it  necefiary  to  fend  out  imall  bodies,  in  or- 
der to  take  in  petty  caftles  and  forts  ;  and  beat  lit- 
tle ftraggling  parties,  which  are  otherwife  apt  to 
make  head  and  infeft  the  neighbourhood.  This 
cafe  refembleth  mine.  1  count  the  main  body  of 
the  Whigs  entirely  fubdued  ;  at  lean%  until  they  ap- 
pear with  new  reinforcements,  I  ihall  reckon  them 
as  fuch.;  and  therefore  do  now  find  myfelf  at  lei- 
fure  to  examine  inferior  abufes.  The  bufinefs  I 
have  left,  is  to  fall  on  thofe  wretches  who  would 
ftill  be  keeping  the  war  <on  foot,  when  they  have 
no  country  to  defend,  no  forces  to  bring  into  the 
field,  nor  any  thing  remaining,  but  their  bare  good- 
will  towards  faftim  and  mi/thief;  I  mean,  the  pre- 
fent  fet  of  writers,  whom  I  have  fuffered,  without 
moleftation,  fo  long  to  infeft  the  town.  If  there 
were  not  a  concurrence  from  prejudice,  party, 
weakunderftanding,  and  mifreprefentation,  lihould 
think  them  too  inconilderable  in  themfelves  to  dc- 
'ferve  correction  :  but,  as  my  endeavour  hath  been 
to  expofe  the  grofs  impoiitions  of  the  fallen  party > 
I  will  give  a  tafte,  in  the  following  petition,  of  the 
Sincerity  of  their  faflors  ;  to  iliew  how  little  thofe 
writers  for  the  Whi°s  were  guided  by  confcience  or 
honour  ;  their  bulinefs  being  only  to  gratify  a  pri- 
vate intereft. 
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To  the  Right  Honourable  the  prefent  Miniftry,  the 
'"humble  Petition  of  the  Party -writers  of  the  late 
Mini/try ; 

'**  'Humbly  fiieweth} 

*'  THAT  your  petitioners  have  ferved  their  time 
"  to  the  trade  of  writing  pamphkts,  and  weekly  pa- 
"  pen,  in  defence  of  the  Whigs,  againft  the  church 
tf  of  England,  and  the  Chriftian  religion,  and  her 
"  Majefty's  prerogative,  and  title  to  the  crown  : 
"  that,  fince  the  late  change  of  her  miniftry,  and 
"  meeting  of  this  parliament,  the  faid  trade  is 
*f  mightily  fallen  off",  and  the  call  for  the  laid  pam- 
"  phlets  and  papers  much  lefs  than  formerly  ;  and 
"  it  is  feared,  to  our  further  prejudice,  that  the 
"  Examiner  may  difcontinue  writing ;  whereby 
*'  fome  of  your  petitioners  will  be  brought  to  ut- 
"  ter  diftrefs  ;  for  as  much  as  through  falfe  quo- 
'"  tations,  noted  abfurdities,  and  other  legal  abu- 
4<  fes,  many  of  ycur  petitioners,  to  their  great 
•"  comfort  and  fupport,  \vere  enabled  to  pick 
<f  up  a  weekly  fubiiftance  out  of  the  faicl  Exa- 
"  miner. 

<c  That  your  faid  poor  petitioners  did  humbly 
**'  offer  your  honours  to  write  in  defence  of  the  late 
f(  change  of  miniftry  and  parliament,  much  cheap- 
"  er  than  they  did  for  your  predecerTors :  which 
*£  your  honours  were  pleafed  to  refufe. 

"  Notwithstanding  which  offer,  your  petitioners 
*''  are  under  daily  apprehenfion,  that  your  honours 
^f  will  forbid  them  to  follow  the  faid  trade  any 
(:  longer  ;  by  which  your  petitioners,  to  the  num- 
c<  ber  of  fourfcore,  v.'ith  their  wives  and  families, 

will  inevitably  ftarve  ;  having  been  bound  to  no 

other  calling. 

O 

Your  petitioners  defire  your  honours  will  ten- 
"  derly  coafidcr  the  premxfles.  and  iulrVr  vour 

^    '  r   •  i 
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"  faid  petitioners  to  continue  their  trade, 
"  (thofe  who  fet  them  at  work  being  ftill  wiil- 
•"  ing  to  employ  them,  although  at  lower  rates) 
'*''  and  your  faid  petitioners  will  give  fecurity 
"  to  make  ufe  of  the  fame  fluff t  and  drefs  it 
*'  in  the  fame  manner,  as  they  always  did,  and 
"  no  other. 

"  And  your  petitioner?,  &c." 

It  is  a  certain  iign,  that  a  man  is  in  the  right, 
ivhen  he  raifeth  all  the  fcriblers  agaiiift  him  :  I  have 
Sometimes  had  it  in  my  head  to  write  a  particular 
hiftory  of  abufes  and  corruptions.  As  I  find  my- 
felf  at  leifure  this  fummer,  I  ihall  purfue  the  de- 
fign  ;  where  bdldes  enumerating  the  grofs  defect, 
not  only  of  dutv  and  refpect  to  the  moft  gracious 
.Queen  that  ever  reigned  ;  J  propofe  to  Ihew  in  eve- 
ry article,  how  wrong  all  things  were  managed  un- 
cl  jr  the  late  miniftry  ;  how  right  they  are  now,  and 
according  to  the  conjiitution.  Such  a  hiftory  would 
be  the  beft  means,  not  only  to  expofe  the  principal 
actors  ;  but  the  weekly  hirelings  who  toil  in  their 
defence  ;  who  are  io  notoriously  diiingenuous,  fo 
<1  ill-ant  from  matter  of  fact,  fo  Ihort  of  that  ipirit 
and  entertainment -which  too  often  mingle  with  fuch 
.ncns  as  dip  only  in  faliities  ;  that,  if  I  were  to  rake 
into  their  particular  abfurdities,  (an  attempt  which 
they  are  fccured  from  by  their  exceffive  dulnefs), 
I  ihould  have  reafon  to  look  upon  my  fufferings  as 
.-little  ihort  of  the  merit  oi:  that  Roman,  who,  by 
leaping  imo  a  bottomleis  gulf,  iacrificed  his  life  to 
pivfervc  his  country 

I  have  been  oftea  wondering  how  it  comes  to 
pals,  that  the  late  men  in  power  ihould  be  fo  i  1 
provided  with  wrkers  ;  conlidering  at  what  full  lei- 
fure the  heads  and  leaders  of  them  are,  and  I  here 
\vill  ever  be;  they  might  certainly  have  made  a 
Avifer  and  more  judicious  collection.  If,  as  fome 
•imagine,  their  own  hands  have  dipt  in  ink,  and 

VOL.  III.  O  that 
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that  they  themfelves  have  a  (hare  in  drefling  up  the 
Medley  and  Objervator  ;  it  is  a  plain  difcovery,  that 
their  ipeculations  are  as  mean  and  low  as  their 
practices  :  for  how  can  we  conceive  that  the  polite- 
nefs  and  found  judgement  of  one,  fhould  ever  de- 
fcend  to  Biilingfgate,  pedantry,  and  nonefenfe  ? 
Or  that  Vifecond,  who  oiveth  his  reputation  of  wit 
to  his  neighbours,  fhouid  every  day  make  his  court 
officioufly  to  a  certain  great  minifter,  and  yet  once 
a-week  ib  clumfily  abufe  him  in  his  writings.? 
When  I  confider  the  factious  fnirit  (if  any  fpirit 
they  have)  of  thole  papers,  I  can  hardly  look  for 
the  author  of  them  in  one,  who,  by  what  means 
ioever  better  convinced,  had  once  fo  much  of  that 
Tort  of  loyalty  as  to  profefs  himfelf  a  Nonjuror. 

With  humble  fubmifllon  to  worfe  judgements,  I 
rnufi  determine  that  the  author  of  the  Medley  is  a 
dunce  out  of  his  element ;  pretending  to  intermed- 
dle with  raillery  and  irony,  wherein  he  hath  no 
manner  of  tafte  or  understanding  :  his  topic  of  rail- 
lery may  be  all  reduced  under  thofe  two  words, 
OJJOTH  HE  ;  which  he  feldom  faileth,  in  any  one 
of  his  papers,  to  be  arch  with.  His  irony  confift- 
cth  of  the  words,  MY  FRIEND,  although  fome- 
tirnes  relieved  with  an  epithet.  Doth  he  think  that 
when  he  faith  my  impious  friend,  my  ftupid  friend, 
and  the  like ;  faith  it  in  every  paper,  and  often  a 
do-zen  times  in  one  ;  that  this  is  either  wit,  humour, 
or  iatire  ?  If  I  were  impious  QY  Jlv.pid,  I  fhould  real- 
ly hope  to  be  his  friend,  and  think  he  fpoke  in  ear- 
neft.  Irony  is  not  a  work  for  fuch  grovelling  pens, 
but  extreme  difficult,  even  to  the  beft ;  it  is  one  of 
the  molt  beautiful  ftrokes  of  rhetoric,  and  which 
aiketh  a  mafter-hand  to  carry  on  and  finilh  with 
fuccefs  :  but  when  a  bungler  attempteth  beyond  his 
ikill  ;  what  was  at  firft  misfhapen,  with  aukward 
polifhing  becometh  entirely  deformed  :  as  the  falfe 
beauty  of  paint  upon  a  lady's  face  is  lefs  deiirable 

than 
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than  no  beauty  at  all ;  and  the  pertnefs  of  a  {hal- 
low fop,  more  difagreeable  than  his  filence. 

I  fliould  not  have  defcended  fo  much  below  the 
dignity  of  this  paper,  as  to  regard  the  courie  or 
thefe  muddy  writers,  did  nor  the  heads  of  the  hue 
faction  (till  endeavour  to  corrupt  the  minds  of  weak 
people,  who  are  at  a  diftancs  from  the  metropolis, 
by  their  diligence  and  liberality  in  circulating  thefe 
weekly  poifons  gratis,  Great  numbers  are  con- 
flantly  fent  into  the  country,  to  prepoflcfs  the  read- 
er againft  the  Examiner  ;  for  no  other  rea-fon,  bir 
becaufe  they  would  ftill  miflead  and  prevent  their 
being  fet  right  in  fa<£ts,  that  they  might  not  fee  ho\r 
well  the  people  did  to  affift  the  church  and  Queen  r 
to  this  end  they  have  been  forced  to  make  ufe  of 
grofs  falfities,  without  the  leaf!  appearance  of  truth: 
but,  however  thofe  more  mccleft  of  their  parr* 
here  may  blufh  and  wonder  at  the  aiTurance  oi 
their  friends,  it  ferves  their  deiign  in  the  country, 
where  truth  arrives  late  ;  and  fince  the  mercy  ot" 
the  government,  or  rather  a  juft  contempt,  ftill 
fuffers  thefe  writers  to  continue  thefe  efforts,  it 
is  not  doubted  there,  but  what  they  deliver  is, 
at  leaft,  free  from  notorious  falfehood.  Bur 
thofe  clouds  of  ignorance  will  certainly  fly  before 
that  light  which  now  fhines  throughout  the  na- 
tion, from  the  representation  offered  to  her  Mar 
jefty,  by  the  beft  kottfe  of  Commons  that  ever  fat ; 
who  come  the  neareft  to  our  happy  conftitutioH,  both 
in  the  freedom  of  their  ekc~uons,  and  that  true 
Engliih  fpirit,  which  have  unanimoufly  carried  the 
majority  of  them  tbrcugb,  to  the  end  of  this  me- 
morable fejjions.  In  v/birli  representation  the  people 
may  be  convinced,  that  jive  pnrtl  in  fix  of  what  the 
Examiners  have  charged  on  the  late  mimftrv  and 

^J  r 

faction  are  true  :  which  is  fo  glorious,  fo  unanfwei4- 
able  ajuftication  of  thefe  papers,   that   any  k/n,- 
to  declaim  againft  them,  will  be  as  vain  and  iufigni- 
as  it  hath  al'.v-.-v;  been  a  ridiculous  cudcu\  or  •  . 
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No  46.     Thurfday,  June  21,   1711. 
Paiica  tamen  fuberunt  prifca  "veftigia  fraudis, 

Hope  my  countrymen  will  believe,  that  I  have  a, 

very  good  occaflon  to  congratulate  with  them 
upon  the  Queen's  fpeech  :  all  the  hc-neft  part  nmft 
be  of  opinion,  that  nothing  ever  proceeded  from 
the  throne  more  glorious  for  our  reprefentatives  in 
parliament ;  or  more  gracious  and  fatisfactory  to 
the  nation.  Could  there,  amidft  that  awful  afFem- 
bly,  be  any  heart  untouched  at  the  voice  of  fuch  a 
Queen  ?  Recollecting  her  piety,  the  uprightnefs  of 
her  life,  her  unwearied  prayers  and  endeavours  for 
the  profperity  of  her  people  5  from  whole  intereits 
hers  were  never  divided. 

Her  Majefty  filled  every  loyal  breafl  with  joy, 
when,  with  her  graceful  air,  and  elegant  manner 
of  delivery,  ihe  told  her  parliament,  <;  The  plea- 
"  fure  fhe  took  to  fee  the  performance  of  thole 
(t  promifes  they  had  made  her  at  the  beginning  of 
"  the  feffions  ;  their  complying  with  her  defire  to 
<f  propagate  the  fervice  of  God,  in  the  building  fo 
<e  many  new  churches  :  enabling  her  to  carry  om 
"  the  war ;  making  effectual  proviiion  for  paying 
"  thofe  debts,  which  were  alrnoft  grown  an  infup- 
<c  portable  burthen  on  the  public  ;  when  our  ene- 
*'  mies  every  ivhere  flattered  themfelves,  that  fup- 
<c  plies  for  the  fervice  of  the  current  year  could 
"  not  have  been  found." 

Could  any  thing  be  more  grateful  to  true  Britifli 
fpirirs,  who  had  done  their  utmoft  towards  retriev- 
ing our  diforders,  than  to  be  applauded  for  difap- 
pointing  the  enemies  of  the  nation,  in  all  refpccls ! 
Not  only  by  their  railing  greater  iums  than  ever 
were  granted  to  any  prince,  in  one  ieiiion  ;  but  tor 
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reftoring  public  credit,  a  bleffing  To  invaluable,  and 
fo  much  defpaired  of  by  our  enemies,  that  they 
concluded  it  irnpoffible  for  the  miniftry  and  parlia  - 
men-t  to  extricate  us  out  of  thofe  amazing  difficul- 
ties whereinto  we  had  been  plunged.  And  truly, 
if  we  impartially  conikler  the  meafures  upon  which 
the  late  men  in  power  proceeded,  we  {hail  find  it 
extremely  difficult  to  give  any  fatisfactory  account. 
to  reafon  or  policy,  for  their  notorious  depecula- 
tions,  (if  my  friend  the  Medley  will  give  me  leave 
to  make  life  of  that  word)  ;  unlefs,  like  fome  mo- 
mentary conquerors,  they  refolved  to  waite  tlia* 
empire  they  could  not  keep. 

I  am  very  well  aflured,  that  the  Former  m in iftiy? 
after  a  long  run  of  ill  huibandry,  were  often  at 
their  wits-end  (until  things  grew  riper  for  dial 
change  they  had  projected)  how  to  prevent  frc;  - 
breaking  all  at  once  upon  the  public,  that  i  r.'Oit 
which  they  knew  would  ruin  their  defigns.  The 
whole  government  iubiifled  upon  prefcnt  crc.'it. 
although  vaft  fums  were  annually  given  to  fiippo.  ••. 
the  war ;  which  were  fo  far  from  being  applied  th:.- 
way,  that  every  year  we  were  plunged  more  a;..' 
more  in  debt.  It  is  true,  the  parliament  voted  flib- 
fidics,  'and  the  willing  people  chearfully  paid  them, 
in  hopes,  by  an  honourable  peace,  they  ihould 
quickly  fee  the  end  of  their  miferies  and  taxes  : 
yet  the  arrear  to  the  navy,  and  other  charges,  ran 
on  ;  the  minillry  put  a  good  face  upon  a  decaying 
conftitution  ;  they  employed  all  their  arts  to  con- 
ceal the  real  diftrefs  we  were  in  ;  they  procured 
that  money  fhould  be  lent  at  five  per  cent,  whilil 
the  unhappy  creditors  were  forced  to  give  from  20 
to  40  per  cent,  difcount,  for  every  farthing  they  re- 
ceived upon  the  bills  affigned  them  by  the  govern- 
ment. This  they  very  well  knew  was  fuch  ill  ma- 
nagement as  could  not  be  long  concealed  :  they 
had  feparately  and  prodigioufly  enriched  them- 
felves,  to  preferve  their  wealth  and  authority;  tn.r 
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now  they  muft  invade  the  conftitution.  As  to  their 
own  poffeflions,  an  aft  of  indemnity  had  fecured 
them  :  and  for  the  reft,  they  had  little  more  to  rift:, 
than  whether  they  Ihould  remain  opulent  fubjects, 
although  without  any  lhare  in  the  power  ;  or  be- 
come matters  without  limitation. 

Avarice  is  ever  iniatiable  !  How  then  muft  it  de- 
ftroy,  when  it  has  ihe  wealth  of  a  nation  to  feed 
on  ?  The  miferies  of  the  people,  die  tears  and 
groans  of  poor  feamen  and  their  families,  were  not 
regarded  by  thefe  devourers  ;  univerfal  frauds  and 
abuies  not  only  winked  at,  but  encouraged  ;  trade 
nor.  dying,  but  dead.  It  is  true,  public  credit  was 
itill  alive,  but  fubiifted  only  upon  ftrong  cordials  ; 
in  utter  ignorance  of  her  approaching  diffolution. 
Yet  no  one  ftep  was  made  by  thefe  Jtate-phyjtii<ins9 
towards  preventing  her  apparent  deceafe  ;  much 
Icfs  did  they  take  any  thought  about  curing  the 
malady  they  had  occaiioned  ;  they  were  not  fo  void 
of  re  alb  n  as  to  be  ignorant  of  the  condition  they 
had  reduced  us  to  ;  they  did  know  it,  and  ftood 
provided  of  a  renucly  to  fecure  themfelves,  (which 
a  liitle  time  would  perfect  to  their  wifh),  and  which 
all  good  fubjects  muft  tremble  to  think  on ;  a  reme- 
dy a  thouiand  times  worfe  than  the  difeaje ;  where, 
inftead  of  an  indulgent  laivful  Queen,  we  muft  have 
referred  to  a  Izwlefs  junto,  and  to  an  arbitrary  cap- 
tain-general. 

But  now,  God  be  praifed,  our  fears  are  diflipat- 
cd  :  the  Queen  is  free,  and  acts  entirely  according 
to  her  own  judgement  and  inclination  ;  the  parlia- 
ment acquiefceth  in  whatever  fhe  requireth  :  we 
have  proved  the  happy  effects  of  their  mutual  con- 
fidence ;  and,  as  her  Majefty  telleth  us  from  the 
throne,  "  ihe  (hall  look  upon  any  attempt  to  lefTea 
"  it,  as  a  ftep  towards  dhTolving  her  government.'* 

I  could  make  many  ufcful  reflections  upon  the 
prefent  happy  change  of  our  condition  ;  the  diffe- 
rent ttate  of  fecurity  to  our  conftitution,  wherein 
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this  iciilofi.-  hath  left  us,  from  the  fears  that  pof- 
feilcd  us  upon  the  ending  of  the  laft  ;  the  dread 
and  apprehenlion  the  majority  of  the  kingdom  were 
then  in,  leit  that  parliament  ihould  lit  any  more  ; 
the  longings  and  impatiencies  of  the  people,  un- 
til her  Majefty  fliall  think  fit,  that  tbofe  may  meet 
again. 

While  the  finking  credit  of  the  nation  hath  been 
thus  retrieved,  by  the  gi'eat  abilities  and  induftry 
of  the  prefent  miniftry  and  parliament  ;  the  convo- 
cation* no  lefs  ufefully  employed  in  the  caufe  of 
piety,  have  drawn  up  a  "  representation  of  the  pre- 
'"*  lent  ft  ate  of  religion,  with  regard  to  the  late  ex- 
"  ceilive  growth  of  infidelity,  herefy,  and  profane- 
"  nefs  ;  unanimoufly  agreed  upon  a  joint  com- 
"  mittee  of  both  houfes  of  the  province  of  Can- 
t(  terbury  ;  and  afterwards  rejected  by  the  upper 
"  houie,  but  pafifed  in  the  lower." 

I  am  lorry  thefe  pious  labourers  ihould  be  baffled 
in  their  godly  endeavours  by  their  own  brethren. 
I  have  formerly,  in  two  Examiners,  touched  upon 
the  nature  of  this  fynod,  and  their  divisions,  toge- 
ther with  the  Queen's  letter,  and  deiire  to  recon- 
cile all  differences  and  difputes  ;  and  hoped  to  fee 
the  happy  effects  of  her  exhortation.  The  inferior 
clergy  have  proceeded  with  a  fpirit  truly  primitive ; 
their  reprefentation  is  writ  with  fnch  force  of  elo- 
quence and  argument,  as  muft  warm  the  coldeffc 
heart.  The  narrow  compafs  of  this  paper  will  not 
permit  me  to  enumerate  all  the  heads  :  <c  They 
"  trace  the  deluge  of  impiety  from  that  long  and 
V  unnatural  rebellion,  which  loofened  all  the  bands 
£(  of  difcipline  and  order  ;  whence  hypocriiy  and 
"  and  enthufiafm  begat  a  difregard  for  the  very 
"  appearance  of  religion  ;  and  ended  in  a  fpirit 
<(  of  downright  libertiniiin  and  profanenefs:  whence 
st  adverfaries  arofe,  who  openly  Scattered  the  poi- 
"  fon  of  Arian  and  Socfnian  here  lies ;  the  Godhead 
*'  of  the  Holy  Spirit  denied  j  myfta-ics  exploded, 
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as  implying  contradictions,  and  incapable  of  be- 
coming  objects  of  aiTent  to  reafonable  minds,  uc. 
From  thefe  wicked  principles,   wicked   practice1? 
have  followed  ;  frequency  of  oaths  and  impreca- 
tions ;  all  manner  of  excefs  and  luxury,  gaming 
upon  the  Lord's  day,  6v.     Upon  which  I  nvuic 
beg  leave  to  fubjoin,  that  a  certain  late  great  mini- 
fter  (in  the  good  company  of  Sir  James  of  the  Peak, 
and  others  of  the  fame  fort)  always  made  play  his- 
Simdav's  entertainment. 

^ 

In  this  representation  we  have  a  melancholy  pro- 
fpect  of  the  ftate  of  our  religion  ;  iiich  amazing 
impieties  can  be  equalled  by  nothing  but  by  thole 
cities  of  old,  deitroyecl  by  lire  from  heaven :  nor" 
can  that  deluge  of  profanenefs,  which  over-runs  - 
the  nation,  have  any  check  from  the  pious  endea- 
vours of  our  clergy,  whilft  the  majority,  on  one 
part,  continue  to  difagree  with  the  other,  about  the 
manner  of  putting  efTentials  in  execution.  Mean 
rime,  the  cauie  of  Chriftianity  imift  fuffer,  and- 
our  convocations  ftill  have  the  difreputation  of  do- 
ing nothing.  The  reprefentation  which  themfelves 
have  transmitted  to  the  lower  houfe,  is  the  fame  in 
very  many  of  the  facts.  As  to  the  difference  of 
ftyle  and  fpirit,  I  conceive  that  doth  not  relate  to 
the  fervice  of  religion  in  general,  any  more  than 
when  I  am  exceffive  cold,  whether  I  would  chufc 
to  be  warmed  by  a  quicker  or  more  languid  fire. 
Nor  can  I  without  pleafure  take  notice  of  one  pa- 
ragraph, where  they  hope,  t(  that  efpeciai  care 
**  will  be  had  of  the  education  of  young  people  at 
"  the  univerfities  ;  that  tutors  may  teach  their  pu- 
(<  piis  the  principles  of  the  Chriftian  religion,  and 
"  endeavour  to  make  them  ferious  in  it  ;  with  a 
particular  eye  to  all  fuch  who  are  defigned  for 
holy  orders.'*  Where  fuch  reverend  prelates 
are  concerned,  it  were  a  fort  of  facrilege  to  difpute 
their  iincerity  :  after  this,  dare  any  peribn  imagine 
that  their  doctrine  and  their  intentions  can  tliifer ; 
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or,  that  ib  grave  and  venerable  a  body,  upon  fa 
folemn  an  occafion,  would  deal  in  irony,  or  explain 
their  meaning  by  contraries  ?  This  muft  doubtlels 
convince  all  iucli  who  have  hitherto,  upon  a  wrong 
interpretation,  preiumed  to  iquare  opinions  by 
theirs,  and  have,  with  loud  exclamations,  fhewn 
their  abhorrence  of  an  univerfity-education,  as 
tainting  our  youth  with  the  principles  of  loyalty  to 
Sovereigns,  and  an  implicit  obedience  to  the  flavifh 
doctrines  of  the  church. 

As  this  admonition  muft  fatisfy  fuch  who  fui^ 
mifed,  that  the  majority  did  not  approve  educating 
children  in  the  univerfity  ;  fo  the  unhappy  flop  that 
hath  been  put  to  the  defigned  rcprefentatim^  hath 
given  the  enemies  of  our  holy  religion  (too  numer- 
ous and  politic  a  party  to  be  armed  by  ourfelves 
again  ft  ourfelves)  a  feeming  occafion  to  deride  our 
divifions  :  and,  as  if  thofe  folemn  proceedings  were 
all  but  a  jeft,  thefe  ungodly  perfons  are  not  afraid 
to  be  merry  with  the  conceit  of  the  upper  houfe's 
diiTenting  from  what  five  of  their  own  members 
had  before  in  a  committee  agreed  to  in  the  lower  • 
as  if  they  were  acting  a  religious  farce,  called  A 
convocation  and  no  convocation  ;  nor  will  they  believa 
our  brJhops  can  have  fuch  concurrent  fears  of  ths 
growth  of  impiety,  when  they  do  not  proceed  in  the 
means  that  ihould  put  an  effectual  ftop  to  it,  only 
for  a  form  ;  or,  to  ufe  the  words  of  our  church- 
adversaries,  until  the  lull  remaining  incroachment 
be  made  by  the  upper  houfe  upon  the  privileges  of 
the  lower. 

Thefe  reflections  are  arrows  in  the  heart  of  every 
honed  churchman  ;  we  would  recriminate  in  vain, 
our  enemies  flatter  themfelves  we  lie  too  open  fora 
defence:  We  muft  therefore  be  content  to  wait  with 
patience  and  prayer  for  a  remedy  to  thefe  misfir- 
titnesy  until  the  lord  of  the  barvcft,  in  his  gooi 
time,  flail  jeparcite  tke  tares  from  ths  wh.at. 
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Csnfolar  focus  ut  hngi  txdia  bslli 
Mente  fir  ant  placida, 

Suppofe  feme  wit  and  much  leifure  have  made  it 
a  falhion  among  ingenious  perfons,    to  fend  let- 
ters, byway  of  afHiiance,  tons  weekly  writers.     It  ' 
is  eafy    to  imagine,  that   I   have  had  my  fhare  of 
fuch  contributions  ;  for  which,   although  I  be  very 
thankful,  yet  I   muft  confefs,  with    fomc    vanity, 
that  my  mind  is  rather  burdened  than  relieved  by 
thofe  intelligences.     If  I  take  notice  of  fome,   and  ! 
not  of  others,  I  proportionably  difobiige  ;  however, 
as  they  fall  in  my  way,  I   promife  to  do  what  lieth  : 
in  my  power,  towards  introducing  into  the  world  ,\ 
the  works  of  thofe  anonymous  peribns  who  are  fo 
fond  of  being  authors. 

In  the  firft  place,  out  of  his  exceeding  zeal  to 
the  caufe,  one  is  alarmed  at  the  induftry  of  the 
Whigs,  in  aiming  to  Strengthen  their  routed  pa>tyt 
by  a  reinforcement  from  the  circumcifed  ;  as  not 
contented  with  Arians,  Sodnians,  Freethinkers,  and 
all  forts  of  Chriftian  fetlaries  ;  beikles  a  coniider* 
able  number  of  apoftates,  or  if  you  pleafe  deferters, 
from  our  own  body  ;  and  therefore  recommendeth 
to  me,  that  fome  care  may  be  taken  to  put  a  ftop 
to  thefe  gallimaufry  meetings,  thefe  prohibited 
conjunctions  of  Jews  and  Chriftians;  ilnce  in  .order 
to  bring  thofe  infidels  within  the  wide  circle  of 
Wbiggifb  community,  neither  blandishments  nor 
promifes  are  omitted  ;  the  very  women  proving  ac- 
ceiraries  ;  as  for  example,  a  certain  great  ladyy  with 
ibme  beauteous  auxiliaries,  did  not  difdain  to  grace 
Sir  Solomon  Medina's  magnificent  ball  and  colla- 
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tion  ;  nor  wa.>  the  young  -Ducheis  (although  a 
•toaft  of  the  firft  rate)  *iii  the  leaft  •  dil'gufted  at  giv- 
ing her  hand  to  dance  in  partnership  with  a  frowzy 
Jew. 

Another  perfon  fendeth  me  a  letter,  complaining 
of  the  fmall  reputation  of  the  Queen's  phyficians. 
This  careful  pcribn  feemeth  to  belong  to  the  church 
by  his  expreffion,  where  he  blames  the  late  mi- 
•niftry  for  imitating  Jeroboam,  who  ordained  priefts 
out  of  the  low  eft  of  the  people  ;  and  confining 
•that  facred  life,  the  breath  of  our  wjlrils,  to  the 
charge  and  care  of  fuch  men,  to  whofe  {lender 
abilities  they  would  be  very  far  from  trufting  their 
own. 

The  third  corneth  from  a  rtifferer  under  the  late 

junto;    one,    who  remaining  fully  fatisfied  of  hi.-- 

own   merit,  repines  that  others   have  not   ihe  like 

valuable    eftimation  ;   and    are   not    expeditious   c- 

noupii  in  rewarding  the  laid  merit :  he  therefore  re- 

*.j  O 

commendeth  to  me  a  iubjeft  necefiary  to  be  read  br 
all  who  have  pretenfions,  or  live  in  a  court,  called, 
The  nature  of  delay  ;  or,  The  virtues  and  advantages 
procraftinatisn. 

A  fourth  perfon  is  fenfibly  piqued  at  the  Med- 
ley's popular  reflection,  "  That  the  Queen's  moft 
gracious  ipeech  lliould  be  printed  in  Abel's  Pojl- 
boy,  with  this  very  juft  conclufion  :  But  we  have 
lived  to  fee  the  day  wherein  every  thing  great 
and  illutlrious  among  men  is  treated  with  an  un- 
becoming  familiarity  :  all  orders  of  men  nruft 
expect  to  be  huddled  into  the  vile  multitude ; 
and  ufed  as  if  they  had  not  fenfe  of  glory  or 
infamy.'  My  correspondent  inquiretli,  what 
devil  owes  this  writer  and  his  party  a  fliame,  to 
make  him  talk  of  a  day  ?  that  feandahus  day  !  wlien 
iniigniricant  pcgcs  and  forward  attorney-clerks  were 
hoifted  above  the  knowledge  of  themfeFves,  or  their 
remembrance  of  others  ;  not  only  perverting  to 
their  feveral  vJcs  the  treafurc  of  tlu-  nation,  but 

prefuming 
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prefuming  to  give  laws  even  to  their  fovereign.; 
that  v;as,  indeed,  a  day  "which  ive  have  all  lived  to 
fie,  'when  all  things  great  and  illnftrious  among  men^ 
were,  by  arrogant  upftarts,  treated  not  only  wiib 
an  unbecoming  familiarity  ^  but  with  treachery  and 
-pride  ;  when  it  might  be  truly  laid,  that,  under 
fuch  petty  and  yet  arbitrary  difpenfation,  all  orders 
tfmen  ive  re -huddled  into  the  vile  multitude  ?  and  itfed 
as  if  they  had  not  fenfe  of  glory  or  infamy. 

The  fifth  latter  recounts  a  fcandalous  paflage  that 
•happened  at  the  auction  of  the  late  Mr.  Bernard's 
library;  and  prayeth  me  to  give  all  befitting  dif- 
touraerement  to  fuch  enormities.  It  feemeth  ibme 

O 

gentlemen  were  talking  of  a  fcarce  book  which 
treated  of  fpirits  and  apparitions;  one  of  themalk- 
•ccl  Mr.  Toland,  what  he  thought  of  ghtfts  ?  whe- 
ther he  had  any  belief  of  fuch  things  ?  He  readily 
•anfwtred,  -he  wa*  fo  far  from  believing  ghofts,  that 
•lie  did  not  believe  what  men  call  the  Ho'y  Ghoft. 

The  next  (whom  I  iliali  do  the  favour  to  ihcw 
3t  length,  becaufe  he  calleih  himfclf  a  Whig,  and 
may  poffibly  charge  me  with  an  unfair  quotation, 
if  I  link  any  part  of  what  he  wrote)  fends  me  ail 
invitation  to  come  over  to  his  lide  ;  but  left  this  may 
be  thought  gafconadc,  I  had  befl  refer  to  the  origi- 
nal letter. 

S  I  K, 

•*'-YOU  have  ftood  the  (hock  of  the  mallow 
"  writers,  aided  by  the  beitjiaifoers  of  our  par<y, 
c<  with  fo  much  reputation,  and  fo  much  to  their 
"  confufion,  that  I,  who  have  a  value  for  your 
"  per  Ion  and  abilities  (but  an  averflon  to  your 
"  caufe),  advife  you  to  renounce  the  Tories,  and 
"  come  over  to  us.  Their  buimefs  is  done,  they 
"  have  no  more  occaiion  for  your  pen  ;  you  niuft 
*c  therefore  expecT:  to  be  neglecled  and  forgotten, 
"  as  your  fellow-labourers  have  been.  Whom 
"  have  they  ever  rewarded  ?  They  go  quite  con- 

"  trary 
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c<  trary  to  our  maxim  ;  none,  although  ever  fo 
"  undeferving,  have  fuffered  imprifonmenr  and 
**  hardihip  for  us  ;  but  we  look  upon  it  as  our  com- 
*'  mon  intereft  to  protect  and  uphold  them,  becaufe 
"  we  have  but  onet  the  Tories  as  many  interefts  as 
44  there  are  perfons.  Belicies,  in  writing  for  the 
"  ftrongeft  fide,  you  have  commiferation  againfc 
4<  you  :  Nor  need  your  apoftafy  fear  finding  its 
"  account,  for  the  reafons  before  mentioned, 
'*  and  one  more  very  conftderable,  which  is,  that 
**  falfe  witnerTes  are  always  well  paid.  The  only 
*'  objection  can  be  made  againft  this  propoial, 
*'  is,  you  may  think,  perhaps,  you  have  fo  far  in- 
"  cenfed  us  by  your  many  diicoveries  of  our  area- 
<c  ?7tf,  that  you  cannot  expect  to  be  received  with 
"  any  degree  of  warmth  or  confidence.  If  this  be 
"  your  opinion,  you  are  a  great  ftrangcr  to  our 
*'  principles;  we  never  refufe  to  accept  an  enemy 
f '  with  open  arms,  when  we  can  thereby  ftrcngihen 
<c  our  own,  or  weaken  our  adverfary's  party ;  we 
'"  are  fo  far  true  politicians,  that  both  our  love 
*'  and  hatred  always  p;ive  wav  to  our  intereft  ;  but 

/        D  « 

*'  befides,  all  nruft  know  our  own  blind  fide,  which 

'•  was   never  proof  againft   flattery,  how  fulibme 

<f  or  unjnft  focver.      How  many  authors,  with  no 

<£  other  merit,  flourished  under  the  late  minifty  !   I 

**  would  advil'e  you  therefore    to  write   a    treatifc, 

Sl  which  wilt  be  very  fafliionable  and  ufeful,  called, 

"  77;*?  art  of  Jbiftmg  fides^  and  dedicate  it  in  tliefe, 

<(  or  the  like  terms : 


To  all  honeft  "Whig-gentlemen,  and  virtuous  Whig- 
ladies,  in  and  about  the  cities  and  liberties  of 
London  and  Wedminfter. 

GENTLEMEN  and  LADIES, 

<£  A  man  who  ventures  to  publifh  bold  truths  in 

e<  thefe    days  o£  Toryifm    and   arbitrary    govern- 

VOL.  III.  P  "  menc 
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"  mcnt,  urrlefs  he  hath  a  powerful  intereft  to  fup- 
<e  port  him,  muft  expecl  to  be  fcurvily  treated  by 
"  the  periecuting  part  of  the  world  :  without  very 
"  good  feconds,  he  may  fhew  abundance  of  zera 
"  brtt  little  difcretion  ;  like  thofe  knights  of  ok:. 
<c  who  uted  to  plunge  alone  into  the  midft  of  arm 
(l  cd-  foes.  The  only  difference  between  the  ccu- 
"  rage  of  the  hero,  and  that  of  the  author,  ieem- 
"  eth  to  lie  in  the  fuccefs :  one  meeteth  with  Ty- 
tl  burn,  Newgate,  or  at  beft  a  merTenger  ;  whiift 
the  other  gallantly  refcueth  his  miftrefs,  or  car- 
rieth  off  the  prize.  For  this  reaibn  I  prefume 
to  apply  to  you  for  protection,  and  I  hope  to 
make  my  future  Cervices  atone  for  my  paft  of- 
fences. You  are  too  confklerable,  both  in  num- 
ber and  power,  to  fear  a  defeat ;  and  too  zeal- 
ous of  the  truth,  to  fuffer  its  champion  to  be 
borne  down  and  trampled  upon  by  enemies. 
Gentlemen,  "  Your  very  adverfaries  cannot  de- 
ny but  you  have  more  money  than  they,  and 
confequently  muft  give  up  the  iuperiory  of  wit  : 
and,  although  they  have  diiputed  the  point  of 
honefty,  it  appears  the  balance  now  lieth  entire- 
ly on  your  fide  ;  witneis  the  many  unanswerable 
fteps  you  have  taken  for  the  good  of  the  nation, 
the  wonders  of  your  late  adminiftratin,  vour  re- 
fpecl  and  honour  for  the  true  intereft  of  your 
Queen  and  country,  your  concern  for  the  public 
credit,  and  your  readineis  to  advance  money' up- 
on great  emergencies,  where  the  fafety  of  the 
ftate  ib  eminently  required  it. 
Ladies,  "  Were  your  plea  to  virtue  and  beauty 
lefs  evident,  you  might  ftand  more  in  need 
of  a  champion ;  but  I  never  heard  any  who 
durft  prefume  to  fay,  you  have  more  virtue  than 
beauty,  or  lefs  humility  than  prudence  ;  you  ihine 
in  your  zeal  for  the  caufe,  and  your  conddcen- 
fion  is  fo  bright  a  character,  that  there  are  few 
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men,    how   defpicable   foever,   but  what    found- 
ft  the  happy  eiiec't  of  it." 

S  I  R, 

"  13y  my  intimacy    and    fhition   among   them,  I 

"  have  fo  exact  a  knowledge  of  what    will  pleaiit^ 

"  tliat     1     have     font   you    this    rough    draught,. 

"  which  I  will  undertake  to  be  the  univerfal  fenic 

"  of  our  party  ;  only  leaving  you  to  model  it,  after 

fuch  a  manner  as  you  think  beft.     I  hope,   you 

will    not   defer  your  conversion,  but   conclude 

this  a  mark  of  my  kindnefs  for  you.     Pray  make 

your  advantage  of  this  advice,  and  you  will  very 

**  much  rejoice, 

S  IR. 

Your  affectionate  friend, 

and  humble  fervant.-'1 


N°48.  Thurfday,  July  12.  1711. 

• Neque  femper  arciim 

Tendlt  Apollo. 

TT  fometimes  happens  that  I  am  either  flck,  or 
A  lazy,  or  fplenetic  ;  and  fometimes,  perhaps  like 
other  authors  of  great  reputation,  I  am  dull  by  de- 
fign.  In  fucli  imlucid  intervals  it  falleth  out,  that 
three  or  four  of  my  papers  are  inferior  to  the  reft : 
however,  the  credit  of  the  former  keeps  them  up 
a  while  ;  and  even  judicious  people  are  often  pre- 
judiced for  a  week  or  t\vo  in  their  favour  ;  or  per- 
haps are  fo  candid  to  expect  a  better  next  time. 
But  the  majority  of  readers  go  on  with  the  fame 
appetite,  whether  the  paper  be  good  or  bad  ;  until 
they  are  taught  by  their  betters  what  their  fenti- 
-zncnts  are  to  be.  It  thus  fareth  between  :ne  and 
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the  Medley,  who,  although  he  hath  been  always  fo 
liberal  with  his  epithets,  as  if  he  had  them  by  him 
ready  printed,  and  had  nothing  to  do  every  week 
but  fill  up  the  blanks ;  yet,  in  one  or  two  of  his 
laft  papers  he  hath  outdone  himfelf,  becaufe  fome- 
body  hath  told  him  that  the  Examiner  is  grown 
dull.  I  fear  they  have  told  him  truth  :  and  how 

> 

can  it  be  otherwife,  when  I  am  defcended  from  a- 
nimadverting  upon  the  corruptions  in  the  late  ad- 
miniftration,  to  be  an  antagonist  of  his  ?  I  had 
hopes  of  giving  fome  diverfion  to  the  town  and 
xnyfelf,  during  this  idle  feaibn  of  the  year,  by  ex- 
poimg  the  follies  of  his  productions ;  but  find  I 
have  been  unhappily  infected  with  the  ftupity  I  de- 
iign  to  ridicule.  This  Medhr  is  the  perfect  reverie 
of  Sir  John  FalftafFe  ;  he  is  not  only  dull  himfelf, 
but  he  is  alfo  the  caufe  that  dulnefs  is  in  other 
men. 

However,  I  think  I  have  found  out  a  way  to 
read  his  papers,  from  henceforward,  without  dan- 
ger to  my  underitandhig;  and  therefore  I  now  give 
him  notice,  that  I  dei?gn  to  write  with  wit  and  fpi- 
rit  for  fome  time ;  which  otherwife  he  would  hard- 
ly apprehend  until  about  a  month  hence. 

He  hath  injured  me  in  faying,  /  infult  her  Ma- 
jefifs  phyftdans  ;  I  only  repeat  the  words  of  my 
correfpondent  :  if  the  Queen  difcard  her  prefent 
phyiician?,  he  is  at  a  lofs  how  we  fhall  find  Tories 
to  iupply  their  places  :  becaufe ,  he  affiireth  us,  tie 
Tories  arc  as  great  quacks  in  fcicnce  as  in  politics. 
If  the  trial  of  quackery  muft  be  determined  by  fkil-1 
in  politics,  I  dare  appeal  to  the  Whig  phyficians 
themielves  to  decide  which  are  the  quacks  ;  and 
whether  the  Tories  of  the  faculty  have  not  made 
much  better  prognoftics  upon  the  body-politic,  by 
chufing  to  adhere  to  the  prefent  minircry. 

And,  if  refpeft  to  the  Queen's  perfon  be  the 
queftion  ;  the  Medley  -fure  is  not  well  in  his  wits, 
to  revive  the  memory  of  that  defeat  for  which  fome 

of 
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of  his  party  have  been  famous.  Suppofc  him  real- 
ly ignorant  ;  upon  ever  fo  little  recollection  of  any 
of  his  friends,  he  may  quickly  be  informed  which 
fide  have  the  be  ft  pretence  that  way  to  favour ; 
fmce  this  writer,  and  I  am  glad  to  find  it,  can  ad- 
mit reverence  and  duty  to  her  Majefry  are,  al- 
though late,  come  to  be  considered  as  a  fort  of 
merit. 

Methmks  this  perfon,  who  will  be  my  friend 
whether  I  will  or  no,  putteth  himfeif  and  me  to 
iTj.ich  more  trouble  than  lie  needeth.  If  he  would 
fairly  cavil  with  me  paper  by  paper,  and  then  have 
done,  there  might  be  fome  hope ;  but  without  end, 
I  am  to  be  perpetually  worried  and  punifhed  this 
month  for  the  fins  of  the  la  ft  ;  fo  that  it  is  not  pro- 
perly this  Medley  contra  thai  Examiner,  but  every 
Medley  avainft  every  Examiner  ;  \\hfn  he  feems  this 
week  to  fay  all  that  his  little  invention  and  fpite  can 
fupply,  and  I  may  fat'ely  conclude  he  Ivith  exhauft- 
ed  the  fume  (ft;  he  rerurns  when  I  Icaft  dream  of 
him,  with  ft  ale  malice  and  double  dulncfs,to  empty 
that  quiver  which  he  hath  filled  with  arrows  from 
abroad:  but  when  his  mercikTs  auxiliaries  are 
withdrawn,  fome  to  pleafure,  others  to  debate  how 
to  retrieve,  bv  caballing,  what  thev  loft  bv  511  con- 

*  O'  •  •' 

duel;  or  are  arr.ufc'd  by  fawning  at  court;  or  dil- 
abled  by  the  diforders  of  a  broken  coimitution  ; 
this  harmleis  perfon  abatctli  very  much  of  the? 
poignancy  of  his  fat  ire. 

Whillt  I  was  thus  reflecting  upon  ;hi*  famous 
monitor,  my  printer  brought  me  feveral  letters,  but 
not  all  of  them  wrote  by  myfelf  to  the  Examiner^ 
as  die  fagaciotfs  Msdlcy  fuggeftetli  ;  with  his  hum- 
ble advice,  that  it  woiild  not  be  arnifs  to  print  more 
frequently  thofe  letters  I  daily  receive  ;  his  old  way 
of  judging  of  the  goodnefs  by  the  fale,  made  hiin- 
extol  that  paper,  wherein  I  had  lately  obliged  Jo 
many  of  my  correfpondents,  protcfting,  that  fi 
the  Roman  triumph,  or  what  he  calls  the 

*        ' 
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croiun  and  Marcus  Craffus,  he  had  not  feen  a 
greater  call  for  any  particular  Examiner  ;  the  rea- 
ibn  feemed  plain  ;  the  underhand  endeavours  of  my 
fellow-writers  have  fucceeded ;  the  concurrent  in- 
tereft  of  many  authors  mull  be  much  more  pre- 
vailing than  that  of  one  ;  in  coniideration  of 
v/hichj  I  refolved  upon  that  eafy  method  of  Hi- 
ling  up  a  paper,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  obliging  a 
friend. 

The  £rft  letter  complaineth  with  juftice  of  the 
great  neglect  I  have  been  guilty  of,  in  letting  the 
Medley  boaft  himfelf  fo  long  upon  the  claufe  in  the 
at!  of  infoivency,  relating  to  the  receivers  of  the  re- 
venue :  he  exhorteth  me  to  read  carefully  the  acl 
fit  length  ;  where  he  aiTureth  me  I  ihall  find  the  re- 
<|uifke  fanclion  included,  although  couched  in  other 
terms  ;  from  whence  he  infers,  that  whatever  cun- 
ning was  requiike  to  the  drawing  up  the  faid  act, 
he  needeth  not  be  a  Volpone  to  difcover  the  intent : 
be  beggedi  me  to  take  this  matter  into  examination^ 
which  I  promife  him  fhortly  to  do,  although  to  the 
abolifhing  my  antagonift's  witty  advertifement,  and 
confirming  my  own  opinion,  that  a  cunning  knave 
will  fooner  commit  a  hundred  crimes  (although  of 

as  black  a  dve  that  come  within  a  hair's  breadth  of 

j 

the  gallows)  than  one  clurnfy  one,  by  which  he  may 
be  made  to  mount  it. 

The  fecond  letter  is  of  fuch  a  length,  that  I  am 
forry  it  cannot  be  inferted  here  :  I  find  it  fo  inge- 
nious, that  I  do  not  think  fit  to  abridge  it  :  the 
gentleman  treateth,  with  a  defcription  very  delicate, 
of  the  art  of  courts,  or  the  means  by  which  treach- 
erous enemies  are  to  a  miracle  transformed  into 
takhful  friends,  profefled  admirers,  and  moft  ob- 
iequious  flatterers;  with  the  great  fecret  how  to 
overcome  that  (crapulous  modefty  which  deters 
fome  few  from  imitating  the  reft ;  and  embracing 
with  open  arms  thofe  whom,  heretofore,  they 
v/ould  have  deftroyed. 

A  third 
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A  third  draweth  up  a  very  pathetic  reprefcntaton 
of  the  harclfhips  inlli<5ted  upon  a  reverend  divine, 
late  chaplain  of  Morden  college  upon  Blackheath, 
for  no  other  reafon  but  his  being  an  honeft  Tory, 
and  truly  orthodox  :  and  really  the  management 
feemeth  ib  unfair,  that  if,  upon  an  exact  inquiry, 
I  find  the  facts  to  be  true  ;  fuch  as  their  letting 
part  of  the  laid  college  to  a  coffeehoufe ;  reducing 
the  number  of  twenty  decayed  merchants  to  twelve, 
and  thofe  diflemers  ;  although  the  founder  obliged 
his  truftecs  to  no  fuch  limitation  ;  aflijminp  twenty 

*      ,  O  \J  J 

pounds  a-year  for  each  perfbn,  which  is  alfo  redu- 
ced to  twelve  pounds  per  annum  :  if,  I  fay,  thefe 
facts  prove  true,  I  ihali  not  fail  to  take  a  proper 
time  to  fet  them  in  the  heft  lights  I  am  able. 

A  fifth,  with  gilt  paper,  neat  wax,  and  under 
cover,  dateth  his  remonftrances  from  the  drawing- 
room  ;  and  in  a  courtly  ftyle,  which  I  am  not  po- 
lite enough  to  imitate,  fetteth  forth  the  viciffitude 
of  human  things,  the  change  of  manners  and  fa- 
ihions  ;  feemeth  with  pleafure,  yet  regret,  to  call 
to  memory  an  age,  wherein  poffibly  himfelf  might 
flourim,  in  which  the  modes  that  now  obtain, 
would  not  have  been  endured.  In  fhort,  he  ap- 
peareth  extremely  fhocked  at  the  conduct  of  two 
great  ladies,  who  took  the  liberty  to  behave  them- 
felves  in  the  Queen's  prefence,  before  a  full  court, 
as  if  they  had  been  at  eafe  in  their  own  rufl/es, 
with  none  but  inferior  perfons  about  them.  Re- 
verence, diftinction,  decency,  were  made  only  for 
little  people  ;  thcfe  ladies  are  above  the  punctilio  of 
laws  and  cuftoms  :  their  own  charms,  the  merit  of 
their  anceftors,  their  gratitude,  greatneis  of  foul, 
refpect  and  duty  to  their  fovereign,  may  fupport 
irregularity  in  their  pofteriry. 

I  hope  the  Medley  will  allow  thefe  pafTagcs  may 
have  been  extracted  out  of  real  letters  ;  fmce  I  could 
as  well  have  produced  them  for  my  own  :  be  that 
as  it  will,  I  am  glad  he  aUowcth  me  to  keep  fo 

good 
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good  a  correfpondence  with  myfelf.  His  ccnfure, 
if  it  be  true,  amounteth  to  no  more  than  this,  that 
I  am  fo  far  from  beinff  obliged  to  others  for  rnv 

o  o  * 

matter,  as  to  be  forced  to  father  my  own  upon 
thofe  who  v\rill  pleafe  to  accept  it  ;  wherein  I  differ 
as  much  from  him,  as  one  who  ilealeth  money  in- 
to his  neighbour's  pocket,  doth  from  a  rogue  who 
pickcth  it  out. 


•«>• 


No  49.     Thurfday,  July  19.   1711. 

Ai!  :<r  ii'i  a  fidcm^  fr  obit  at  em,  carter  afqiie  bonas  artes, 
fubvertit,  pro  us  fuperbiam,  crudelitatem,  decs  ne- 
gligere,  ct  cmnia  vcnalia  babere,  edccuit. 

Confider   myfelf  grown  a  very  nfelefs   writer  ; 

but  it  was  no  more  than  I  forefnw,  when  I  iirft 
began  with  the  Medley  :  I  knew  my  paper  would 
infeniibly  dwindle  into  the  thing  himfelf  and  his 
party  cleflred  ;  and  my  time  be  loft  in  managing  a 
difpute  fruitlefs  to  the  town,  and  iniignificant  even 
to  ourfelves  ;  he  is  refolved  not  to  be  convinced, 
nor  I  to  be  perverted  ;  he  hath  ft  ill  his  prompters, 
ana  I  my  readers  ;  we  both  are  where  we  began  ; 
he  will  yet  continue  to  animadvert  falfeiy  ;  and  I 
defig-n  henceforward  to  take  no  more  notice  of 

O 

what  he  writes,  than  men  are  ufed  to  do  by  noto- 
rious liars  ;  who,  if  they  ever  happen  to  fpeak 
truth,  muft  bring  other  vouchers  than  themfelves, 
to  gain  that  belief  which  their  continued  courfe 
of  falfity  hath  juftly  robbed  them  of  from  the 
public. 

I  had  perhaps  clofed  my  papers  with  this,  and 
took  leave  until  the  meeting  of  the  parliament  ; 
pleafed  to  leave  affairs  in  fo  quick  and  promiling  a 
condition,  had  I  not  met  with  a  very  fcarce  manu- 
ibript  out  of  a  certain  library  :  I  believe  the  tranfla- 

tion 
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tion  of  part  of  it  will  not  be  unacceptable  to  the 
town.  The  author  is  that  famous  Italian,  Giovan- 
ni Adollrandi,  who  made  his  particular  requeft, 
that  his  works  might  never  be  printed  :  the  mamr- 
fcript  I  fpeak  of  is  called  Marcus  Antonius^  wrote  in 
the  fame  fort  of  verfe  with  the  Rinaldo  of  Tajjb, 
whofe  fenior  he  was  :  the  pafiage  I  would  tranflate, 
is  Fulvia's  going  to  the  houfe  of  Pride,  to  implore 
the  fuccouF  of  the  goddcfs  towards  ruining  the  vir- 
tue of  Agrippa,  the  favourite  of  Auguftus  :  thei-e 
are  fo  many  parallel  incidents  in  the  description, 
that  I  am  tempted  to  believe  our  famous  Spenfer 
had  read  this  poem,  when  he  gave  the  world  his 
fourth  canto  of  the  firft  book  of  his  Fairy  Queen. 

The  author  introduced!  Dolabella  telling  the  hif- 
tory  of  the  triumvirate  ;  Lepidus's  removal,  An- 
thony's behaviour  in  the  eaft,  and  Oc"tavius's  go- 
vernment at  Rome,  when  he  had  called  Agrippa  to 
affift  him  in  the  management  of  affairs ;  whole  wif- 
dom  and  great  abilities  proved  deftructive  to  the 
hopes  that  Anthony's  friends  had  entertained,  of 
feeing  him  fole  arbitrator  of  the  empire.  Fulvia, 
the  wife  of  Antony,  is  recorded  by  Plutarch  to  be 
a  bold  and  enterpriiing  woman  ;  our  poet  entereth 
very  well  into  her  character ;  where  Dolabella  re- 
lates, that  he  beheld  in  his  journey  a  ftupendous 
palace,  with  a  broad  high  way  made  bare  by  the 
number  of  pafiengers  who  hourly  travelled  that 
way  ;  few  of  whom  ever  returned,  but  fuch  whom 
poverty  had  reduced :  the  avenues  were  filled  with 
beggars,  who,  although  in  rags  and  ruins,  retained 
their  former  air  and  deportment :  when  they  re- 
quired your  charity,  it  was  ftill  with  a  vaunting  in- 
troduction of  what  they  had  been. 

Approaching  nearer,  I  faw,  continued  he,  two 
bufy  perfons,  gaily  habited,  entertaining  the  croud 
that  were  in  the  broad  road.  Thefe  were  Flattery 
and  Folly.  The  firfl  made  herfelf  acceptable  by 
exct-fs  of  compliance,  and  perpetual  praifes  ;  for 

fuch 
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fuch  was  her  induftry,  that  fhe  le.(-   not  ever 
without  its   applaufe  ;    endearing   tp    th:    we  .  ••  . 
their  very  defers.     Folly  was  110     .  s  affiduoi1:-: 
befpeaking  credit  of  her  lifter,  alluring  her,  1>    . 
whatever  was  fpoke  by  Flattery  was  kidifputablc. 
In  this  delightful  converfation,  the  travellers  polled 
happily  on  to  the  palace,  where  they  were  met  by 
Vanity,  who  with  much   applaufe   and  ceremony, 
which  they  took  for  refpedt,  conducted  them  into 
the  houfe  of  Pride. 

This  dazzling  unwieldy  ftructure  was  built  arnidfl 
the  tears  and  groans  of  a  people  harafied  with  a  lin- 
gering war,  to  gratify  the  ambition  ofajubjecl;  while 
the  Jove reign's  palace  lay  in  ajhes.  It  was  dedicated, 
from  the  firft  foundation,  to  the  goddefs  of  Pride  ; 
the  building  excefiive  cojlly,  but  not  artful]  the  ar- 
chlteft  feemed  to  coniider  how  to  be  molt  profufe,. 
and  therefore  neglected  an  advantageous  eminence 
(made  proper  by  nature)  to  build  one  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  Ihort  of  it,  at  the  vain  expence  of  fifty  mil- 
lions of  fefterces.  There  were  to  be  feen  liately  low* 
ers,  noble  porticoes ,  ample  piazzas,  and  well-turned 
pillars,  without  one  handibme  room,  unlefs  you  will 
call  the  kitchens  and  cellers  fuch ;  which  parts  of  the 
Iioufe  happen  to  be  of  v^ry  little  or  no  ufe  to  the 
par/ttyonious  founder  ;  a  number  of  chambers,  but 
£Ppe  conyenient; ;  fin?  garden?  without  water  j  the 
whole  building  railed  upon  a  flmdy  foundation  ; 
every  breath  from  court,  every  blaft  puffed  away 
fome  grains  of  that  huge  fleeting  hill,  upon  whicfi% 
this  palace  was  erected. 

Hers  the  goddefs  kept  her  court,  within  an  inner 
chamber,  into  which  paiTengers  were  conducted  : 
fhe  was  feated  upon  a  throne,  raifed  under  a  canopy. 
within  an  alccve;  whoever  gazed  on  her  feidom 
beheld  any  thing  with  approbation  but  themfelves  :- 
her  beauty  was  mixed  with  difdain.  and  well  ex* 

ji 

preiTed  her  inward  contempt  for  inferior  objects.; 
never  fixed  her  eyes  upwards,  unlefs  when  by 

intervals- 
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they  were  caft  upon  a  mirror  {he  held  in 
r  3  Kind,  which  reflected  back  her  own  charms, 
ihe  only  image  wherein  ihe  took  delight. 

My  attention,  as  well  as  that  of  the  whole  aflem- 
"bly,  was  fuddenly  taken  off  from  the  goddefs,  and 
transferred  to  a  lady,  who  with  precipitation  broke 
through  the  croud,  and  made  directly  to  the  throne: 
although  pan:  her  meridian,  her  bloom  was  fuc- 
<:eecied  by  fo  graceful  an  air,  that  youth  could 
fcarce  make  her  more  deiirable  :  her  fair  hair 
was  tucked  under  a  tiara  of  jewels,  made  in  the 
fafhion  of  a  coronet.  If  her  be.uity  prepoiTeiTed 
us  to  her  advantage,  we  were  not  Id's  terrified  in 
beholding  the  company  flie  was  in  :  on  ore  ilde 
marched  Envy,  laming  her  with  whips  ahdjfodfcf; 
giving  her  to  drink  by  intervals  from  a  cup  of  wine 
mingled  with  gall  and  wormwood  :  her  other  fup- 
porter  was  "Wrath,  \vho  continually  toiled  a  flam- 
ing brand,  directing  her  light  to  a  dagger  which  he 
heid  ;  his  looks  ghaftly,  his  limbs  trembling,  his 
.body  half-expoied,  the  reft  clothed  with  a  robe 
lUined  with  blocci,  and  torn  by  his  own  fury, 
which  was  fo  fierce  he  could  not  reftrain  it  fome- 
t'mes  from  falling  upon  himfelf.  His  breach  was 
inceiTantly  applied  to  the  lady's  fpleen  and  brain, 
from  whence  violent  agonies  and  raging  frenzies 
Aicceededj  as  was  evident  by  a  tofs  and  niotion  as 
particular  as  wonderful. 

S-ie  was  attired  in  a  ciimfon  robe  edged  with  er- 
nr,  and  buckled  with  diamonds;  her  train  borne 
by  one  who  had  formerly  been  mafter  of  the  cere- 

^  • 

monies,  and  who,  under  the  falfe  title  Q£  good  eft  a- 
irliJ&meHt,  had  introduced  her  with  applaufe  into 
the  world  ;  yer,  having  made  the  fortune  of  his 
votary,  he  was  no  longer  felicitous  to  preferve  ap- 
pearances, but  fubmitted  to  be  called  by  his  true 
name,  Iv?r«  tintde. 

O 

The  ffOdde^s  not  only  vouchfafed  her  a  eraciotis 

\-j  *  O 

look,  bur  gave  her  hand  to  the  1-uly,  who  \v  .is  'nam- 

ed 
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ed  Fulvia  ;  after  a  tender  embrace  fhe  feated  her 
by  herfelf  on  the  throne ;  called  her  conquerefs  in 
right  of  her  hufband  ;  daughter,  favourite,  her 
reprefentative,  her  other  felf ;  bid  her  name  her 
diftrefs,  and  depend  upon  her  for  relief. 

Fulvia,  with  iighs,  told  the  goddefs,  that  from 
a  profpecl:  of  being  the  moft  happy  perfon,  flie  was 
become  the  moft  miferable  :  The  laurels  daily  fad- 
ing upon  the  brow  of  her  abfent  lord  ;  their  parti- 
fans  wholly  removed  from  Auguftus's  favour  ; 
and,  which  was  worfe,  Agrippa,  a  perfon  of  fatal 
virtue,  deftructive  to  the  ambition  of  her  party, 
was  trufted  with  the  fole  management  of  a-fFairs, 
notwithstanding  their  mighty  cabals  and  hourly  in- 
trigues, to  retrieve  the  power  they  had  loft.  A- 
grippa's  reputation  was  mounted  to  fuch  a  pitch, 
that  ihe  could  not  behold  and  live  ;  thofc  two  tor- 
mentors. Wrath  and  Envy,  giving  her  no  remif- 
iion,  until  he  were  deftroyed.  She  therefore  be- 
fouglit  the  goddefs,  iince  falfe  reports,  treachery, 
and  aflailinations  had  failed,  that  ihe  would  go 
herfelf,  and  take  Avarice  along  with  titles  and 
wealth,  to  puff  up  his  foul,  and  deftroy  his  vir- 
tues, that  he  might  fall,  as  herfelf  and  other  fa- 
vourites had  done,  by  the  iln  of  pride,  and  the 
love  of  riches. 

To  whom  the  goddefs  replied :  It  is  not  the  leaft 
of  my  troubles  that  I  muft  tell  you,  your  requeft 
is  vain  :  I  have  attempted  enlarging  our  empire,  by 
the  accellion  of  fo  powerful  a  perfon  as  Agrippa ; 
I  applied  the  charms  of  wealth  and  luxury  ;  I 
applied  myfelf ;  but  he  is  more  abftemious,  more 
fedate  than  before  :  I  beheld  the  hateful  goddefs  of 
Virtue  incircling  him  with  her  protecting  wings  ;  I 
heard  her  tell  him,  flie  would  direct  his  fteps  and 
never  forfake  him  ;  that  the  empire  fhould  flouriih 
at  its  greateft  height  under  his  adminiftration ;  that 
Pride  ihould  be  defeated,  Avarice  return  baffled 
and  ufhmncd  ;  hu  hoards  inviolable  :  that  the  up- 

rightaefs 


N*  4*7.  THE  EXAMINER. 

rightnefs  of  his  manners,  his  extenfive  foul  and 
vafl  capacity,  fliould  make  his  a  name,  which  the 
race  of  favourites  for  time  immemorial  fliould  think 
it  their  glory  to  be  called  by  :  xvhereas  hiftory  had 
not  hitherto  delivered  down  one,  but  where  the 
parallel  would  be  in  fome  parts  an  injuftice  to  his 
character  ;  as  if  unbounded  power  and  folid  vir- 
tue had  been  irreconcileable  until  met  in  Agrippa, 

But,  my  beloved  daughter,  that  virrue  we  can* 
not  corrupt,  may  yet  be  eclipfed  ;  we  will  caufc 
diftruft  and  impatiency  to  enter  into  the  minds  of 
his  party  ;  they  (hall  fear  what  they  ought  to  re- 
verence :  thofe  prod;gious  qualifications  that  diltin- 
guiih  Agrippa,  may  be  turned  againft  him  ;  Avhilft 
his  very  foes  admire  his  abilities,  we  will  make  his 
friends  mifcall  his  wifdom,  cunning.  Although  he 
be  inceffantly  working  for  the  good  of  the  empire, 
they  {hall  be  hoodwinked  to  thofe  advantages, 
Neither  new  feas  explored,  nor  counties  difcovered 
and  fubdued  ;  the  heavy  debts  of  the  empire  dif- 
charged,  credit  reftored,  peace  brought  home  to 
their  dwelling  ;  trade  fecure  and  flourishing  ;  lliall 
overcome  thofe  fufpicions  and  bad  impreffions  we 
will  make  upon  the  people.  Your/^(://0!?,  vigilant 
and  bold,  mall  difperfe  falfe  reports  ;  Anthony's 
zeal  mil  ft  languifh  ;  let  him  attempt  no  farther  for 
the  good  of  the  empire,  but  his  own  :  thole  two 
demons  that  haunt  you  ihall  be  appeafed;  Revenge 
be  fatiated  ;  offer  upon  his  altars,  and  fupplicarc 
the  goddefs  of  Difcord,  that  fhe  may  difappear 
from  among  you,  and  more  effectually  pofTefs  your 
enemies. 
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«/?;  im  men  fum  f  pat  Us  confocimm 
Ef  jam  tempus  cqum  fumantia  folvere  colla, 

NOW  that  -I  have  completed  the  number  of  my 
papers,  and,  for  the  fpace  of  a  year,  done 
my  country  what  lay  Ui  the  power  of  an  honeft, 
although  concealed  pen  ;  I  ihall  take  my  leave  of 
the  town,  with  particular  thanks  for  its  favour  ; 
and  fome  acknowledgment  to  the  Medley,  for  fo 
constantly  explaining  what  he  thought  my  meaning 
.in  any  dark  allusions  or  allegories  ;  and  retire  my- 
felf  from  the  fatigue  of  politics  and  ftate-  reflections, 
•until.  ibme  more  -urgent  occafion  again  call  forth 
.my  endeavours, 

'It  is  very  difficult,  in  an  interefted  world,  for  any 
•one  to  be  thought  free  from  thole  views  that  influ- 
4  nee  others  ;  there  are  fo  few  perfons  content  to 
Sacrifice  their  own  good  to  that  of  the  public,  that 
I  do  not  wonder  to  have  a  wrong  interprepation 
put  upon  my  labours  ;  and  rnyfelf,  although  entire- 
ly otherwile,  accufed  as  directing  them  to  fome 
mercenary  end  ;  and  full  of  .the  deiire  of  making 
my  fortune,  by  application  to  the  prevailing  party: 
but  let  inch  who  are  mv  accufers  remember,  that 

j 

this  paper  was  begun  while  yet  the  late  mini/try 
•were  at  the  helm,  and  nothing  but  their  mifma- 
nagement  to  prognosticate  their  lofs  of  power. 

To  thofe  who  have  complained,  that  my  writings 
were  not  always  equal,  the  fpirit  the  fame,  or  the 
matter  fo  entertaining  ;  let  fuch  begin  to  confider, 
rny  bufmefs  was  to  inftruft  ;  I  would  not  defcend  to 
divert  :  I  was  neither  a  Piautus,  nor  a  Moliere  ;  I 
did  not  fo  much  as  pretend  to  ivit,  much  lefs  buf- 
foonery :  I  went  not  in  purfuit  of  a  laugh,  but  con- 
.iined  myftlf  to  one  fubjedt,  and  that  a  very  ferious 

one, 
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one.  How  extreme  difficult  It  is  to  fucceed  often' 
upon  the  like  topic,  I  leave  to  the  consideration  of 
the  judicious  ;  who  know. how  hard  it  is  to  vary 
the  f.ime  difcourfe,  and  admit  of  frequent  repeti- 
tion, without  being  cloyed  ;  with  which.  I  have  no 
reafon  to  tax  my  readers ;  imce  the  printer  telleth 
me,  the  fale  of  my  paper  is  not  at  all  diminiihed  ; 
or  its  reputation  fallen  ;  which,  I  muft  confeis, 
were  temptation  enough  for  me  to  continue  it,  if  1 
had  mercenary  views,  or  were  net  the  end  I  pro- 
poled  already  anlVered  ;  which  maketh  rne  chufe, 
although  perhaps  not  quite  fo  civilly,,  to  rife  my- 
fcif,  and  leave  my  gucfts  with  an  appetite  for  more, 
rather  than  flay  till  they  fhould  call  to  take  away. 

And,  notwithstanding  the  charge  that  hath  fo 
often  been  brought  again  ft  me,  with  an  intent  to 

O  *-J  7 

wound  great  men  through  my  fide ;  of  my  being 
a  contemptible  hireling,  and  a  little  mercenary  fel- 
low without  probity  or  principles;  one  whofe  ac- 
tions were  directed  by  others,  from  whence  the 
machine  talked  and  moved  as  conducted  by  higher 
hands:  Ifolemnly  declare,  lam  ft  ill  as  much  tin- 
known  to  the  leaders  of  our  own  party  as  to  the 
others,  and  very  likely  to  remain  fo,  as  long  as  I 
pleafe  myfeif;  notwithstanding  the  wife  remarks 
of  the  Obferva&r'i  and  the  guel'fes  made  by  the  ju- 
dicious Rlediy. 

Among  the  many  pretenders  in  this  town,  you 
can  hardly  produce  me  one,  who  will  not  undertake 
to  difcover  and  point  out  the  difference  of  ftyle, 
and  manner  of  thinking,  peculiar  to  the  feveral 
men  of  wit  :  this  pamphlet  i.s  certainly  from  fuch 
a  hand  ;  they  knew  his  manner  perfectly  :  that  pa- 
per of  verfes  is  infallibly  of  iiich  a  poet,  no  man 
in  England  could  write  it  but  he  ;  and  this  fome- 
tirnes  even  upon  the  fir  ft  eiTay  of  an  author.  I, 
among  the  reft,  ufed  to  determine  formerly  at  the 
fame  rate,  but  ihall  be  more  cautious  for  the  fu- 
ture ;  having  fcen  the  world  and  myfeif  lo  often 

O  2  and 
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and  ib  wretchedly  miftaken.  How  many  fathers 
has  this  paper  of  mine  been  afcrihed  to  !  Among 
all  the  men  of  wit,  who  are  in  the  intereft  of  the 
prefent  miniftry,  I  know  not  one  who  hath  elcaped 
fome  report  or  fufpicion  of  being  the  author.  ri  he 
Medley  hath  guefTed  round  ;  and  from  his  {kill  in 
that  part  of  learning,  called  dogs  logic,  thought  he 
would  infallibly  hit  upon  it  at  laft.  Thus  he  hath 
done  what  he  would  have  us  think  is  an  injury 
to  feveral  innocent  perfons  ;  and  if  the  Examiner 
be  a  ftupid,  falfe,  and  flanderous  paper,  as  he 
weekly  affirms  ;  I  think  he  is  bound  in  conicience 

4  f 

and  common  juftice,  to  repair  the  injury  he  hath 
done  to  the  reputation  of  ihofe  worthy  perfons  he 
hath  falfely  intitled  it  to ;  and  who  have  never  given 
h'im  the  leaft  provocation  for  any  fuch  calumny. 

The  judicious  reader  cannot  but  obferve  how 
weak  that  caufe  muft  be,  which  the  joint  endea- 
vours of  their  party  ha^ve  not  been  able  to  defend, 
againft  an  unknown  perfon,  who  hath  had  nothing 
but  naked  t'lith  to  oppofc  to  whole  armies  of  com- 
plicated falfelaoods  and  malice  :  yet,  fupported  by 
the  goodnefs  of  the  caufe,  I  have  waded  through 
feas  of  fcurrility,  without  being  polluted  by  any  of 
that  filth  they  have  incefTcintly  caft  at  me.  I  have 
neither  mifrepreftnted  perfons  nor  things ;  nay, 
out  of  tendcrnefs,  have  often  forborn  to  ihew  their 
weakeft  lide.  I  appeal  to  all  impartial  men,  whe- 
ther time  hath  not  difcovered  more  abufes  in  the 
management  of  the  late  miniftry,  than  the  Exa- 
miner could  expofe  ?  The  facts  are  now  fo obvious 
and  uncontroverted,  that  I  prefume  there  is  no 
need  of  a  monitor  to  point  out  thofe  things,  to  which 
every  man  is  become  capable  of  directing  himfelf. 

Of  all  the  doubtful  fteps  that  I  have  taken  in  the 
conduct  of  this  defign  ;  there  is  none  for  which  I 
ib  much  blame  myfelf,  as  firft  defcending  to  take 
notice  and  talk  to  thofe  wretched  adverfaries  that 
have  weekly  fought  ^ainft  me  ;  it  was  putting 
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felf  upon  a  level  with  fuch  whofe  defigns  and  mine 
were  entirely  oppoiite  :  I  was  tired  by  the  love  of 
my  country,  and  that  noble  ardour  which  conduct - 
eth  us  through,  a  thoufand  difficulties  in  the  purfuit 
of  juitice  :  my  attempt  -.vas  to  dif cover  abufes,  theirs 
to  co-.ceul  them  ;  I  purfued  truth,  they  openly  ad- 
hered .to  faliehood  ;  my  pen  was  valued  for  its  fin- 
cerity,  theirs  defpifed  for  difingenuity  ;  and  yet  I 
was  ib  weak  to  enter  the  lifts,  merely  to  fatisfy 
thofe  friends  who  became  uneafy  at  their  not  being 
oppofed,  and-  could  not  account  for  my  neglect : 
a  fault  mtiny  have  been  guilty  of,  in  consideration. 
of  others,  although- agakxft  a  man's  better  fenie  and 

f  O  O 

reafouing  ;   as  I  could   infrance   in    ieveral   things, 
and  particularly  in  one  example  out  of  Plutarch  ;  . 
if  the  companion  may  not  be  thought  too  great  a 
prefumption  :   it  is  that  of  Pompty  the  Great,  who 
ventured  a  battle  with  Cjefjr,  when  it  was  not  his  in- 
tcreft  ;   "  merely  bee aufe  he  was  a  man  of  that  ho* 
"  nour  and. -and  mode'fty,  he  could  iot  bear  a  re- 
4*  proach  ;   neither  would  he  di (oblige  his  friends  ;  * 
"  but  broke   his   own  mcafurcs,  and  forfook  hi? 
"  prudent  reiblu'ionsj  to  follow   their  vain   hope 
:*  and  defire."      liow  much   more   commendable 
was  the  conftancr  of  Phocion,  who,   \vhen  the  A- 
thenians.  urged  him  at  an  unfealbnable  time  to  full 
upon  the  enemy,  peremptorily  refuted  ;  and  being 
upbraided  by  them  with   cowardice   and   pullilani-. 
mity,  told  them,  cc  Gentlemen,  we  underftand  one 
"  another  very  well ;  you  cannot  make  ine  valiant  • 
**'  at  this  time,  nor  I  you  wife!" 

But  it  is  time  to  have  done  with  fuch  \vorthleft  - 
combatants  :   if  I  have  not  foiled  them,  I  am  ccr= 
tain  they  have  not  hurt  me,   any   otherwifc   than 
in  my  own  opinion,  for  attempting  to  engage  them., 
I  fha.ll  conclude  with  obferving  the  beauty  of  thitt 
profpeft  which  lieth  before  me,  and  for  whkh- 1  '( 
congratulate  with  ail  my  countrymen  ;    the  fetu- 
rity  to  our  religion  and  happy  conf\itutioii3  under 

Q  our 
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our  moft  pious  Queen,  her  excellent  parliament, 
and  able  miniftry  ;  which  to  fpeak  of,  one  by  one, 
would  be  a  volume,  not  a  fheet,  Methinks  I  be- 
hold the  younger  Cato  in  Mr.  St.  John  *  ;  all  that 
love  for  his  country,  that  contempt  of  danger,  and 
greatnefs  of  foul,  of  whom  it  was  faid,  *'  It  was 
"  not  for  honour,  or  riches,  nor  ramly,  or  by 
"  chance,  that  he  engaged  himfelf  in  the  affairs  of 
"  ftate  ;  but  he  undertook  the  fervice  of  the  pub- 
"  lie,  as  the  proper  bufinefs  of  an  honeft  man  \ 
'(  and  therefore  he  thought  himfelf  obliged  to  be 
"  as  diligent  for  the  good  of  that,  as  a  bee  for  the 
"  preservation  of  her  hive." 

By  our  we, i  governed. ftrength  at  home,  we  are 
now  beginning  to  be  truly  formidable  to  our  ene- 
mies abroad  :  France  was  never  ib  bufy  in  fearch- 
ijng  expedients  that  may  incline  towards  a  peace  : 
they  find  it  is  become  their  intereft  to  be  fincere  ; 
nothing  but  the  unexpected  death  of  the  Emperor, 
and  that  difb  a<5ted  ftate  of  northern  affairs,  which 
at  this  time  threateneth  a  breach  in  the  confedera- 
cy ;  and  the  feeds  of  which  mifchief  have  been 
long  fown,  could  prevent  our  finding  the  fpeedy 
effecls  of  it.  All  but  thofe  who  are  wilfully  blind, 
and  bigotted  to  a  party,  plainly  fee  the  advantage 
of  the  change  that  hath  been  made  ;  although  con- 
iidering  the  circumftances  of  a  tedious  war,  I  am 
ib  far  willing  to  comply  with  fome  gentlemen,  as 
to  admit  there  was.  a  hazard  in  it,  inafmuch  as  a 
4<  civil  war  is  worfe  than  any  tyranny"  :  from 
whence  I  take  leave  to  hope,  we  /hall  not  ealily  re- 
peat the  danger;  and  fince  all  changes  are  not  good, 
let  us  change  no  more, 

*  Secretary  cf  State,  created  Lord  Vifconnt  BoHngbroke. 


*V*  The  Exiwilners  were  written  in   defence   of 
the  new  adminiflration,  and  the  particular  revolu- 
tions 
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tions  at  court,  which  had  introduced  the  Earl  of 
Oxford,  and  had  diiplaced  the  Earl  of  Godolphin 
ar.d  his  friends. 

Many  of  Swift's  Examiners  are  perfonally  aimed 
at  the  General  [the  Duke  of  Maiiboroughj.  In  a 
free  country,  the  power  of  a  general  is  always  to 
be  feared.  The  greater  his  military  capacity,  or 
the  more  fuccefsfui  his  arms,  in  the  greater  danger 
are  the  liberties  of  the  people.  On  this  maxim 
Swift  proceeded  :  and  while  he  was  writing  in  de- 
fence of  the  commonwealth,  he  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  giving  a  loole  to  his  own  feverity ;  of  which 
the  houje  of  Pride,  and  feveral  other  allegorical  ef- 
fiiys,  are  very  fpirited  examples. 

But  I  am  fettered  in  my  animadversions  on  thefe 
papers.  The  prefent  tinges,  and  the  honour  which 
I  bear  to  many  noble  families,  dckended  from  per- 
fons  mentioned  in  the  Examiners,  make  me  willing 
to  take  as  flight  notice  as  poiTible  even  of  the  wit- 
tier! paiTages  in  thole  papers,  becaufe  many  of  thcfe 
paffages  arife  from  perfonal  reflections,  or  party- 
la  rcafms.  In  general,  the  feveral  points  relating 
to  the  national  debt,  (alas  I  how  increafed  iince  the 
year  1710!),  the  too  long  continuance  of  the  war, 
and  other  public  topics  of  complaint,  are  melan- 
choly truths,  juftly  becoming  the  pen  of  a  man  who 
loves  his  country. 

Within  thefe  laft  forty  years,  die  political  trea- 
tifes  have  been  fo  numerous,  fo  various,  fo  local, 
and  fo  temporary,  that  each  new  pamphlet  has  fuc- 
ceeded  its  predeceflbr,  like  a  youthful  ion  to  an  an- 
cient father,  amidft  a  multiplicity  of  followers,  ad- 
mirers, and  dependents ;  whilft  the  antiquated  fire, 
having  ft  rutted  and  foamed  his  how  iqo-i  the  ft  age  is 
beard  no.  morey  but  lies  filent,  and  aim  oft  entirely  for- 
gotten, except  by  a  few  friends  and  cotemporaries, 
who  accidentally  remember  fome  of  his  juft  obferva- 
tions,  or  prophetical  aphorifms,  which  they  have  liv- 
ed to  fee  accomplilhcd.  Thus  has  it  fared,  even  in 

roy 
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my  time,  with  the  Examinerst  the  Freeholders,  and  the 
Craftfman.  And  the  fame  fate  will  attend  mo  ft  writ- 
ings of  that  fort;  which  being  framed  to  ferve  par- 
ticular views,  fulfil  the  purport  of  their  creation, 
and  then  perilh  :  while  works  of  a  more  liberal  and 
diiTulive  kind  are  acceptable  to  all  perfons,  and  all 
times  ;  and  may  aflume  to  themfelves  a  certain  prof- 
peel:  of  farviving  to  the  lateft  pofterity. 

But  when  a  young  gentleman  enters  into  the .  . 
commerce  of  life,  he  will  be  obliged,  in  his  own 
defence,  to  look  into  every  thing  that  has  been 
written  upon  political  fubjects.  In  England  a  man 
cannot  keep  up  a  converfation  without  being  well 
vcrfed  in  politics,.  In  whatever  other  point  of 
learning  he  may  be  deficient,  he  certainly  mult  not 
appear  fuperficial  in  {late- affairs.  He  muft  chufe  : 
his  party  ;  and  he  muft  ftick  to  the  choice.  Non 
revocire  gradiim,  muft  be  his  motto  ;  and  Heaven- 
forgive  Aich  an  one,  if  the  gradus  now  and  then 
enforces  him  to  ac~t  asninft  felf-conviclion. 

O 

If  party,  and  the  confequences  of  it,   had  arifen  - 
to  that  height  among  the  Romans  and  Grecians,  as  • 
it  has  rifen  of  late  years  among  the  Englilh,   their 
poets  would  probably  have  added  her  to   the  three 
furies,  and  would  have  placed  her  in  hell,  as  a  fit 
companion   for  Tyfiphone,  Megara,  and  Aleclo  ; 
from  whence,  according  to  their  defcription,    fhe 
might  have  made  excuriions  upon  earihj  only  with 
an   intention  to  dcftroy,  confound,   miflead,    and 
difunite  mankind, 

It  is  true,  that  all  countries  have  their  parties 
and  their  factions.  But  there  is  a  certain  contagi- 
ous diftemper  of  this,  fo  peculiar  to  the  Britifh 
iflands,  that,  I  believe,  it  is  -unknown  to  every  o- 
ther  part  of  the  world.  It  increafes  our  natural 
gloom,  and  it  makes  us  fo  averfe  to  each  other,  , 
that  it  keeps  men  of  the  beft  morals,  and  moft  fo- 
ciitl  inclinations,  in  one  continual  ftate  of  warfare 
and  oppolition,  Muft  not  the  fource  of  this  ma- 
lady 
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kdy  arife  rather  from  the  heart,  than  from  the 
head  ?  from  the  different  operations  of  our  paf- 
lions,  than  of  our  rcdlbn  ? 

Furor xe  cxcus^  an  rapit  vis  acrior. 
An  culfa  ? 

Swift,  a  man  of  violent  paflions,  was,  in  confc- 
quencc  of  thofe  paffions,  violent  in  his  party.  But 
as  his  capacity  and  genius  were  fo  extraordinary  and 
extenfive,  even  his  party-writings  carry  with  them 
dignity  and  inftruclion.  And  in  that  light  one 
ihould  read  the  Examiners,  where  he  will  find  a 
nervous  ftyle,  a  clear  diction,  and  great  knowledge 
of  the  true  landeft  intercft  of  England.  Orrery. 

The  houfe  of  Pride,  in  the  Examiner,  No  49. 
was  not  the  production  of  Dr,  Swift ;  but  was  one 
of  the  vifions  of  Mrs.  Manley,  who  wrote  the  Ata- 
lantis.  Swift. 

The  laft  fix  Examiners  were  not  wrote  by  Dr, 
Swift,  as  appears  from  the  notes  at  No  13.  But 
as  they  had  got  a  place  in  all  former  editions  of  the 
Dean's  works,  Hawkefworth's  excepted,  we  were 
aclvifed  to  retain  them  in  the  prefent  edition. 
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Some  ADVICE   bambly  offered  to  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  OCTOBER  CLUB. 

In-  a  Letter  from  a  Perfor,  of  Honour. 
Written  in  the  year   1711. 

The  PUBLISHERS  PREFACE. 

/\  BOUT  the  year  when  her  late  Majcfty  of  bleff- 
£~\  ed  memory  thought  proper  to  change  her  mi- 
•nSftry,  and  brought  in  Mr.  Harley,  Mr  St.  John, 
Sir  Simon  Harcoim,  and  Tome  others  ;  the  firft  of 
thefe  being  made  an  Earl  and  Lord  Treafurer,  he 
was  Toon  after  blamed  by  his  friends  for  not  mak- 
in-g  a  general  fweep  of  all  the  Whigs,  as  the  latter 
did  of  their  adverfaries  upon  her  Majefty's  death, 
when  they  came  into  power.  At  that  time  a  great 
number  of  parliament-men,  amounting  to  above 
two  hundred,  grew  fo  warm  upon  the  flownefs  of 
the  Treafurer  in  this  part,  that  they  formed  them- 
felves  into  a  body,  under  the  name  of  the  Offober 
Club,  and  had  many  meetings  to  confult  upon  fome 
methods  that  might  fpur  on  thofe  in  power,  fo  that 
they  might  make  a  quicker  difpatch  in  removing  all 
of  the  Whig  leaven  from  the  employments  they  ftill' 
pcfTefTed.  To  prevent  the  ill  confequences  of  this 
difcontent  among  fo  many  worthy  members,  the 
reft  of  the  miniilry  joined  with  the  Treafurer,  part- 
ly to  pacify,  and  partly  to  divide,  thofe  who  were 
in  greater  hafte  than  moderate  men  thought  con- 
venient. It  was  well  known,  that  the  fuppofed  au- 
thor met  a  confiderable  number  of  this  club  in  a- 
public  houfe,  where  he  convinced  them  very,  plain- 
ly of  the  Treafurer's  fincerity,  with  many  of  thoie 
very  veafons  which  are  urged  in  the  following  dif- 

coujrie,  . 
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courfe,    befides  fome  others,   which  were   not  fo 
proper  to  appear  at  that  time  in  print. 

The  Treafurer  alledged  in  his  defence,  that  fuch 
a  treatment  would  not  coniift  with  prudence,  be- 
caufe  there  were  many  employments  to  be  beftowed, 
which  required  ikill  and  practice  ;  that  feveral 
gentlemen  who  pofTefTed  them  had  been  long  ver- 
fed,  very  loyal  to  her  Majefty,  had  never  been  vio- 
lent party  men,  and  were  ready  to  fall  into  all 
honcil  meafures  for  the  fervice  of  their  Queen 

and  country.     But  however,  as  offices  became  va- 

*  * 

cant,  he  would  humbly  recommend  to  her  Ma- 
jeily  fuch  gentlemen,  whofe  principles  with  regard 
both  to  church  and  ftate  his  friends  would  ap- 
prove of,  and  he  would  be  ready  to  accept  their 
recommendations.  Thus  the  Earl  proceeded  in 
procuring  employments  for  thofe  who  deferved 
them  by  their  honefty  and  abilities  to  execute  them ; 
which  I  confefs  to  have  been  a  fingularity  not  very 
likely  to  be  imitated.  However,  the  gentlemen  of 
this  club  irill  continued  uneafy  that  no  quicker  pro- 
grefs  was  made  in  removals,  until  thofe  who  were 
leaft  violent  began  to  foften  a  little,  or  by  dividing 
them  the  whole  affair  dropped.  During  this  difficulty 
we  have  been  allured,  that  the  following  diicourfe 
was  very  feafonably  publifhed  with  great  fuccefs, 
fhewing  the  difficulties  that  the  Earl  of  Oxford  lay 
under,  and  his  real  delire,  that  all  pcrfons  in  em- 
ployment iliould  be  truly  loyal  churchmen,  zealous 
for  her  Majeily's  honour  and  fafety,  as  well  as  for 
the  fucceffion  in  the  houfe  of  Hanover,  if  the 
Queen  fliould  happen  to  die  without  iitue.  This 
difcourfe  having  been  publifhed  about  the  year 
1711,  and  many  of  the  facts  forgotten,  would  not 
have  been  generally  underftood  without  fome  ex- 
planation, which  we  have  now  endeavoured  to  give, 
becaufe  it  feems  a  point  of  hiftory  too  material  to  be 
loft.  We  owe  this  piece  of  intelligence  to  an  inti- 
mate of  the  fuppofed  author. 

Some 
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Some  ADVICE  humbly  offered  to  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  OCTOBER  CLUB  *. 

GENTLEMEN, 

SINCE  the  fir  ft  inftitution  of  your  fociety,  I 
have  always  thought  you  capable  of  the  great- 
eft  things.  Such  a  number  of  perfons,  members 
of  parliament,  true  lovers  of  our  conftittition  in 
church  and  ftate,  meeting  at  certain  times,  and 
mixing  bufmefs  and  converfation  together,  without 

the 


*  This  pamphlet  was  written  in  the  year  1711,  and  is  fo  applica- 
ble to  that  particular  time  that  I  fhall  not  make  any  anirmdveifions 
upon  it.  From  political  tradls,  the  true  hiilory  of  England  is  to  be 
deduced  :  and  if  foreigners  were  to  enter  into  that  branch  of  rtaciing, 
they  might  frame  a  more  di'tinfr.  notion  of  our  legiflature,  and  of  our 
manners,  than  from  mere  laboured  and  connefted  accounts  of  our 
confUrution.  In  fnch  a  view,  I  am  apt  to  think,  that,  at  firft  fighf, 
they  muft  behold  us  a  difunited,  diftontente.0,  and  feemingly  aii  un- 
fleady  people.  But  I  am  certain,  that,  upon  a  more  exalted,  or  a 
more  mi  :U':e  difquintion,  they  mutt  find  in  us  a  fued,  and,  I  rru;y 
fay,  an  innate  love  of  liberty,  variegated,  and  perhaps  fometirhes  er- 
roneous in  its  progress,  but  conftant  and  unwearied  in  the  purfuit  of 
that  glorious  end.  What  people  upon  earth  can  dcfire  a  more  exalted, 
r,r  a  more  dirtinguifhed  chara<ftci  ?  to  ipeak  in  the  diakcl:  of  the 
Heathen  world,  our  errors  arc  the  erro;S  of  men,  our  principles  are 
the  principles  of  gods.  Onery. 

Pe'hnps  that  clear,  impartial  account  of  the  im'igeired  f  hsmes  of 
the  o3:ffcer  club,  as  it  fell  accidentally  from  the  p?n  of  Dr.  Swift, 
may  throw  feme  additional  light  u.>  >n  the  hiflory  of  ih«t  ;cta,  which, 
it  muft  be  cor.Ki  ed.  is  very  gn-a'ly  wanted  j  and  at  the  fame  tiiH? 
tv  a  caution  to  all  worthy  and  fobor  men,  wi.o  principally  intend 
the  good  of  their  country,  in  all  their  rftafoning's  and  debates,  ndt 
violently  to  rpp;  fe  and  diOrefs  any  miniftry  wh ..tfc-ever,  who  difi^e 
to  ?.€t  with  t,  mrer  and  moderation  upon  cop.flitutional  principled. 
His  account  of  them  runs  in  t!  efe  tejms.  e'  We  are  plagued  with 
4<  an  0-clobcr  c'vtb^  th.U  is,  a  fct  of  above  Sr  hundred  p  ir 
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ihc  forms  and  conftraint  neccffary  to  be  obfervedin 
public  affemblies,  muft  very  much  improve  e?ch  o- 
ther'sunderftanding,  correct  and  fix  your  judgment, 
and  prepare  yourfelves  againft  any  deiigns  of  the 
oppolite  party.  Upon  the  opening  of  this  ilflion 
an  incident  hath  happened,  to  provide  againft  the 
confequences  whereof  will  require  your  utmoft  vi- 
gilance and  application.  All  this  laft  fummer  the 
enemy  was  working  under  ground,  and  laying  their 
train  ;  they  gradually  became  more  frequent  and 
bold  in  their  pamphlets  and  papers,  while  thofe  on 
our  fide  were  dropped,  as  if  we  had  no  farther  oc- 
cailon  for  them.  Some  time  before  an  opportu- 
nity fell  into  their  hands,  which  they  have  cultivat- 
ed ever  fince  ;  and  thereby  have  endeavoured  in 
feme  fort  to  turn  thofe  arts  againft  us,  which  had 
been  fo  effectually  employed  to  their  ruin  :  a  plain 
demonftration  of  their  fuperior  ikill  at  intrigue  ;  to 
make  a  ftratagem  fucceed  a  fecond  time,  and  this 
even  againft  thofe  who  firft  tried  it  upon  them.  I 
know  not  whether  this  opportunity  I  have  men- 


*r  men  cf  the  country,  who  drink  October  beer  at  home,  and  meet 
"  every  evening  at  a  tavern  near  the  parliment,  to  confult  affim-?, 
"  and  diive  things  on  to  extiemes  agiinit  the  "Whigs  $  to  cull  the 
"  old  miniftry  to  account,  and  get  oii"  five  or  fix  heads.  The  mini- 
"  flry  fccm  not  to  regard  them  ;  yet  one  of  them  in  confidence  told 
'*  me,  th?t  there  mull  be  fomething  thought  on  to  fettle  things 
"  better.  I'll  tell  you  one  great  ftate-fccrct,  The  Queen,  fenfible 
"  how  much  fhe  was  govcined  by  the  late  miniflry,  runs  a  little 
"  into  the  ether  extreme  ;  and  is  jealous  in  that  point  even  of  thole 
'*  who  got  her  cut  of  the  ether's  hands.  The  minifrry  is  for  gentler 
"  mealurce,  and  the  o\h-r  Tories  for  more  violent.  Lord  Rivers 
"  talking  to  me  the  other  day,  curfed  the  paper  called  the  Examiner, 
"  for  fpe^king  civilly  of  the  Duke  of  Marl  bore  ugh.  This  I  hap- 
"  pened  ro  talk  of  to  the  fccretary,  v.  ho  blamed  the  waimth  of 
w  that  Lord  and  feme  others  j  and  fwi-re  that  if  their  advice  were 
"  followed,  th«y  would  be  blown  i  p  in  twenty-four  hears,  And! 
have  rc^fon  to  think,  that  ihey  wi  1  endeavour  to  prevail  on  the 
Qu.-en,  to  put  her  affairs  more  in  the  hands  cf  a  m.r.iffry  th.m  /he 
'*  docs  at  prefent  :  and  there  are,  I  believe,  two  men  thought  on  j 
"  one  cf  them  you  have  of^en  met  the  qame  of  in  my  letters.  '* 
Swift's  letter  to  Stella.  Feb.  18.  1710.  Swift. 

VOL.  III.  R  tioncd 
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tioned  could  have  been  prevented  by  any  care  with- 
out (training  a  very  tender  point,  -which  thofe  chief- 
ly concerned  avoided  by  all  means,  becaufe  it  nwht 

J  *  O 

feem  a  counterpart  of  what  they  had  ib  much  con- 
demned in  their  predec.eflbrs  ;  although  it  is  cer- 
tain the  two  cafes  were  widely  different  ;  and  if 
policy  had  once  got  the  better  of  good  nature,  all 
liad  been  fafe,  for  there  was  no  other  danger  in  view: 
but  the  confequences  of  this  were  foreieen  from 
the  beginning  ;  and  thofe  who  kept  t  the  watch  had 
early  warning  of  it.  It  would  have  been  a  inafter- 
piece  of  prudence  in  this  cafe  to  have  made  a.  friend 
of  an  enemy.  But  whether  that  were  poiliblc  to  be 
compailed,  or  whether  it  were  ever  attempted,  is 
now  too  late  to  enquire.  All  accomodation  was 
rendered  defperate  by  an  unlucky  proceeding  fome 
months  ago  at^Windfor,  which  was  .a .  declaration 
of  war  too  frank  and  generous  for  that  iituation  of 
aiFairs  ;  and  I  am  told,  was  not  approved  by  a  cer- 
tain great  minifter.  It  was  obvious  to  fuppofe, 
that,  in  a  particular  where  the  honour  and  intereft 
of  a  hufiand  were  fo  clofely  united  with  thofe  of 
a  •wife9  he  might  be  fure  of  her  utmoft  endea- 
vours for  his  protection,  although  ihe  neither  lov- 
ed nor  efreemed  him.  The  danger  of  iofing  pow- 
er, favour,  profit,  and  a  flicker  from  domeftic  ty- 
ranny, were  ftrong  incitements  to  ftir  up  a  work- 
ing brain,  early  pradtifed  in  all  the  arts  of  intrigue- 
ing.  Neither  is  it  fafe  to  count  upon  the  weak- 
nefs  of  any  man's  underftanding,  who  is  thorough- 
ly pofTeiTed  with  the  fpirit  of  revenge  to  fharpen 
his  invention  :  nothing  elfe  is  required  beildes  ob- 
fequioufnefs  and  ajjiduify  -,  which,  as  they  are  often 
the  talents  of  thofe  who  have  no  better,  fo  they 
are  apt  to  make  impreffions  upon  the  left,  zndgreat- 
eft  minds. 

It  was  no  fmall  advantage  to  the  defigmng  party, 
that,  fince  the  adventure  at  Wind  for,  the  perfon  on 
whom  ivefo  much  depend  was  longabfent  byficknefs  ; 

which 
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which  hindered  him  from  purfuing  thofe  meafures 
that  miniliers  are  in  prudence  forced  to  take  to  de- 
fend their  country  and  themfelves  againft  an  irritated 
faction.  The  negotiators  on  the  other  fide  improv- 
ed this  favourable  conjuncture  to  the  utmoft  ;  and 
by  an  unparallelied  boldnefs,  accompanied  with 
many  falfehoods,  perfuaded  certain  lords,  (who 
were  already  in  the  fame  principle,  but  were  afraid 
of  making  a  wrong  ftep,  left  it  fhould  lead  them  out 
of  their  coaches  into  the  dirt J,  that  voting  in  appear- 
ance againft  the  court  would  be  the  fafeft  courfe  to 

O 

avoid  the  danger  they  moft  apprehended,  which 
was  that  of  loiing  their  penflons ;  and  their  opi- 
nions, when  produced,  would  by  feemingly  con- 
tradicting their  intereft  have  an  appearance  of  vir- 
tue into  the  bargain.  This,  with  fome  arguments 
of  more  immediate  power ,  went  far  in  producing 
that  ftrange  unexpected  turn  we  have  fo  lately  feen, 
and  from  which  our  adverfaries  reckoned  upoii 
fuch  wonderful  effects  ;  and  fomc  of  them, 
particularly  my  Lord  Chief  Juftice,  began  to  act  as 
if  all  were  already  in  their  power. 

But  although  the  more  immediate  caufes  of 
this  defertion  were  what  I  have  above  related, 
yet  I  am  apt  to  think,  it  would  hardly  have 
been  attempted,  or  at  leaft  not  fucceeded,  but 
for  a  prevailing  opinion,  that  the  church- 
party  and  the  minifters  had  different  views,  or  at 
leaft  were  not  fo  firmly  united  as  they  ought 
to  have  been.  It  was  commonly  faid,  and  I  fup- 
pofe  not  without  fome  ground  of  truth,  that  many 
gentlemen  of  your  club  weredifcontented  to  find  fo 
little  done  ;  that  they  thought  it  looked  as  if  people 
were  not  in  earncji\  that  they  expected  to  fee  a 
thorough  change  with  refpect  to  employments ;  and 
although  every  man  could  not  be  provided  for,  yet 
when  all  places  were  filled  with,  perfons  of  good 
principles,  there  would  be  fewer  complaints  and 
kfs  danger  from  the  other  party  ;  that  this  change 
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was  hoped  for  all  laft  rummer,  and  even  to  the 
opening  of  the  feilion,  yet  nothing  done.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  was  urged  by  fome  in  favour  of  the 
miniftry,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  find  employments 
for  one  pretender  in  twenty  ;  and  therefore  in  gra- 
tifying one  nineteen  would  be  diibbliged;  but,  while 
all  had  leave  to  hope,  they  would  all  endeavour  to 
deferve :  but  this  again  was  efteemed  a  very  fhal- 
low  policy,  which  was  too  eafily  feen  through* 
jnuft  foon  come  to  an  end,  and  would  caufe  a  ge- 
neral difcontent ;  with  twenty  other  objections  to 
which  it  was  liable  :  and  indeed,  coniidering  the 
fhort  life  of  ministers  in  our  climate,  it  was  with 
fome  reafon  thought  a  little  hard,  that  thofe  for 
whom  any  employment  was  intended,  ihould  by 
fuch  a  delay  be  probably  deprived  of  half  their  be- 
nefit ;  not  to  mention,  that  a  miniftry  is  beft 
confirmed,  when  all  inferior  officers  are  in  its  in- 
vereft. 

I  have  fet  this  caufe  of  complaint  in  the  ftrong- 
eft  light,  although  my  defign  is  to  endeavour  that 
it  fhould  have  no  manner  of  weight  with  you,  as  I 
am  confident  our  advcrfaries  counted  upon,  and  do 
ft  ill  expect  to  find  mighty  advantages  by  it. 

But  it  is  neceflary  to  fay  fomething  to  this  ob- 
jection, which  in  all  appearance  lieth  fo  hard  upon 
the  prefent  miniftry.  What  {hall  I  offer  upon  fo 
Tender  a  point  ?  How  {hall  I  convey  an  anfwer  that 
none  will  apprehend,  except  thofe  for  whom  I  in- 
tend it  ?  I  have  often  pitied  the  condition  of  great 
minifters  upon  feveral  accounts  ;  but  never  fo 
much  upon  any,  as  when  their  duty  obliges  them 
to  bear  the  blame  and  envy  of  actions,  for  which 
they  will  not  be  anfwerable.  in  the  next  world,  al- 
though they  dare  not  convince  the  prefent,  until  it 
is  too  late.  This  letter  is  fent  you,  Gentlemen,  from 
no  mean  hand,  nor  from  a  perfon  uninformed, 
although  for  the  reft  as  little  concerned  in  point  of 
jatfrefl  for  any  change  of  miniftry,  as  moft  others 

of 
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of  his  fellow-fubjects.  I  may  therefore  a  flu  me  fo 
much  to  myielf.  as  to  deiire  you  would  depend  up- 
on it,  that  a  fhort  time  will  make  manifeft,  how 
little  the  defect  you  complain  of  ought  to  lie  at  that 
door,  where  your  enemies  would  be  glad  to  fee  you 
place  it.  The  wifeft  man,  who  is  not  very  near 
the  fpring  of  affairs,  but  views  them  only  in  their 
iffues  and  events,  will  be  apt  to  fix  applaufes  and 
reproaches  in  the  wrong  place,  which  is  the 
true  cauie  of  a  weaknefs  that  I  never  yet  knew 
great  minifters  without ;  I  mean  their  being  deaf  to 
all  advice  :  for,  if  a  perfon  of  the  beft  underftand- 
ing  offers  his  opinion  in  a  point,  where  he  is  not 
rnafter  of  all  the  circumftances,  (which  perhaps 
are  not  to  be  told),  it  is  a  hundred  to  one  but  he 
runs  into  an  abiurdity  ;  from  whence  it  is,  that 
minifters  faliely  conclude  themfelves  to  be  equally 
wifer  than  others  in  general  things,  where  the  com- 
mon reafon  of  mankind  ought  to  be  the  judge,  and 
is  probably  lefs  biaiTed  than  theirs.  I  have  known 
a  great  man  of  excellent  parts  blindly  purfue  a 
point  of  no  importance,  againft  the  advice  of  every 
friend  he  had,  until  it  ended  in  his  ruin.  I  have 
feen  great  abilities  rendered  utterly  ufelefs  by  un- 
accountable and  unnecerTary  delay,  and  by  difficulty 
of  accefs,  by  which  a  thoufand  opportunities  are 
fufFered  to  efcapc.  I  have  obferved  the  fovngeft 
Jhiulders  to  fink  under  too  great  a  load  of  bufinefs, 
for  want  of  dividing  a  due  proportion  -among  o- 
thers.  Thefe,  and  more  that  might  be  named,  are 
obvious  failings,  which  every  rational  man  may  be 
allowed  to  difcern,  as  well  as  lament :  and  wherein 
the  wifeft  minifter  may  receive  advice  from  others  of 
inferior  understanding.  But  in  thofe  actions  where 
we  are  not  thoroughly  informed  of  all  the  motives 
and  circumftances,  it  is  hardly  poUible  that  our 
judgment  fhould  not  be  miftaken.  I  have  often  been 
one  of  the  company,  where  we  have  all  blam- 
ed a  meafure  taken,  which  hath  afterwards  proved 
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the  only  one  that  could  poffibly  have  fucceeded, 
Nay,  I  have  known  thofe  very  men  who  have  for- 
merly been  in  the  fecret  of  affairs,  when  a  new  fet 
of  people  hath  come  in,  offering  their  refinements 
and  conjectures  in  a  very  plaufible  manner  upon 
what  was  pairing,  and  widely  err  in  all  they  ad- 
vanced. 

Whatever  occafions  may  have  been  given  for 
complaints  that  enough  hath  not  been  done,  thofe 
complaints  fhould  not  be  carried  fo  far  as  to  makq 
us  forget  'what  hath  been  done,  which  at  firft  was  a 
great  deal  mbre  than  we  hoped  or  thought  practi- 
cable ;  and  you  may  be  affured,  that  fo  much  cou- 
rage and  addrefs  were  not  employed  in  the  begin- 
ning of  fo  great  a  work  without  a  refohuion  of 
carrying  it  through,  as  faft  as  opportunities  would 
offer.  Any  of  the  moft  fanguine  gentlemen  in  your 
club  would  gladly  have  compounded  two  years  ago 
to  have  been  affured  of  feeing  affairs  in  the  prefent 
iituation  :  It  is  principally  to  the  abilities  of  one 
great  man,  that  you.  Gentlemen^  owe  the  happinefs 
of  meeting  together  to  cultivate  good  principles, 
and  form  yourfelves  into  a  body  for  defending  your 
country  againft  a  reftlefs  and  dangerous  faction. 
It  is  to  thejame  we  all  owe  that  mighty  change  in 
the  moft  important  pofts  of  the  kingdom  ;  that  we 
fee  the  facred  perfon  of  our  prince  encompaffed  by 
thofe  whom  we  ourfelves  would  have  chofen,  if  it 
had  been  left  to  our  power  :  and  if  every  thing  be- 
iides  that  you  could  wifh  hath  not  been  hitherto 
done,  you  will  be  but  juft  to  impute  it  to  fome 
powerful  although  unknown  impediments,  wherein 
the  miniftry  is  more  to  be  lamented  than  blamed. 
But  there  is  good  reafon  to  hope  from  the  vigorous 
proceedings  of  the  court,  that  thefe  impediments 
will  in  a  iliort  time  effectually  be  removed  :  and 
one  great  motive  to  haften  the  removal  of  them 
will  doubtlefs  be  the  reflection  upon  thofe  danger- 
bus  confequences,  which  had  like  to  Lave  enfued 

upon 
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upon  not  removing  them  before.  Bolides,  after  fo 
plainanci  formidable  a  conviction  that  mild  and  mo- 
derate methods  meet  \vith  no  other  reception  or 
return  than  to  ferve  as  opportunities  to  the  iniati- 
able  malice  of  an  enemy  ;  power  will  awake  to  vin- 
dicate itielf,  and  difarin  its  oppoftrs,  at  leait  of  all 
offer-five  iveapons. 

Coniider,  if  you  pleafe,  how  hard  befet  the  pre- 
fcnt  miniftry  hath  been  on  every  iide  ;  by  the  im- 
pofiibility  of  carrying  on  the  war  any  longer  with- 
out taking  the  moft  defperate  comics  ;  or  of  re- 
covering Spain  from  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  al- 
though we  could  continue  it  many  years  longer  : 
by  the  clamours  of  a  faction  againft  any  peace  with- 
out that  condition,  which  the  moft  knowing  among 
themfelves  allowed  to  be  impracticable  ;  by  the  fecret 
cabals  of  foreign  minifters,  who  have  endeavoured 
to  inflame  our  people,  and  fpirir  up  a  {inking  fac- 
tion to  blaft  all  our  endeavours  for  peace  with 
thofe  popular  reproaches  of  France  and  the  preten- 
der; not  to  ment'On  the  danger  they  have  been  in 
from  private  infinuations  of  fuck  u nature  as  it  was  al- 
mofl  impoffible  to  fence  againft.  Thefe  clouds  now 
begin  to  blow  over,  and  thofe  who  are  at  the  helm 
•will  have  leifure  to  look  about  them,  and  complete 
what  yet  remains  to  be  done. 

That  confederate  body,  which,  now  makes  up 
the  adverfe  party,  confifteih  of  an  union  fo  mon- 
ftrous  and  unnatural,  that  in  a  little  time  it  muft 
of  necefiity  fall  to  pieces.  The  Dijjenten  with  rea- 
fon  think  themfelves  betrayed  and  fold  by  their  bre- 
thren. What  they  have  been  told,  that  the  prcfent 
bill  againft  accajional  conformity  was  to  prevent  a 
greater  evil,  is  an  excufe  too  grofs  to  pais  ;  and  if 
any  other  profound  refinement  were  meant  it  is 
now  come  to  nothing.  The  remaining  fections  of 
the  party  have  no  other  tie  but  that  of  an  inveterate 
hatred  and  rancour  againft  thofe  in  power,  without 
agreeing  in  any  other  common  intereft,  not  cement- 
ed 
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ed  by  principle  or  perfonal  friendship  •  I  fpeak 
particularly  of  their  leaders  ;  and  although  I  know 
that  court-enmities  are  as  inconftant  as  its  friend- 
ftiips  ;  yet  from  the  difference  of  tempers  arid  prin- 
ciple, as  well  as  the  fears  remaining  of  former  ani- 
mofities,  I  am  perfuaded  their  league  will  not  be  of 
long  continuance  :  I  know  feveral  of  them,  who 
will  never  pardon  thofe  with  whom  they  are  now- 
in  confederacy  ;  and  when  once  they  fee  the  pre- 
ient  minifhy  thoroughly  fixed,  they  will  grow 
weary  of  In  nil  tig  upon  a  cold  feent,  or  playing  zdt?f-~ 
per  ate  game,  and  crumble  away. 

On  the  other  fide,  while  the  malice  of  that  party. 

continues  in  vigour,  while  they  yet  feel  the  bruifes  - 

of  their  fall,  which  pain  them  afreihfmce  their  late 

dif appointment^  they  will  leave  no  arts  untried  to  re^ 

cover  themfelves  ;  and  it  behoves  all  who  have  any 

regard  for  the  fafety  of  the  Queen' or  her  kingdom, 

to  join  unanimoufly  againft  an  adverfary,  who  will 

return  full  fraught  with  vengeance  upon  the  firft- 

opportunity  that   fhail  offer  :   and  this  perhaps  is 

more  to  be  regarded,  becaufe  that  party  feem  yet 

to  have  a  referve  of  hope  in  the  fame  quarter  from 

whence   their  i-fi   reinforcement  came.     Neither  can 

any  thing  cultivate  this  hope  of  theirs  fo  much  as  -a 

difagreement     among     ourfelves     founded    upon 

a    jealoufy    of   the   miniftry,    who    I  think    need 

no  better  a    teftimony   of   their    good  intentions, 

than  the  inceilant  rage  of  the  party-leaders  againft 

them. 

There  is  one  fault  which  both  fides  are  apt  to 
charge  upon  themfelves,  and  very  generonfly  com- 
mend their  adverfaries  for  the  contrary  virtue.  The 
Tories  acknowledge,  that  the  Whig:-  out-did  them  in 
rewarding  their  friends,  and  adhering  to  each  other: 
the  Whigs  allow  the  fame  to  the  Tories.  I  am  apt  to 
think,  that  the  former  may  a  little  excel  the  latter 
in  this  point  j  for,  doubtlefs,  the  Tcries  are  left 

vindictive 
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vindictive  of  the  two  ;  and  whoever  is  remifs  in 
punifjjing,  will  probably  be  fo  in  rewarding  ;  al- 
though at  the  fame  time  I  well  remember  the  cla- 
mours often  raifed  during  the  reign  of  that  party 
againft  the  leaders,  by  thofe  v^ho  thought  their  me- 
rits were  not  rewarded  ;  and  they  had  reafon  on 
their  fide,  becaufe  it  i-s  no  doubt  a  misfortune  to 
forfeit  honour  and  confcience  for  nothing ;  but 
furely  the  cafe  is  very  different  at  this  time,  when 
whoever  adheres  to  the  admmiftration,  doth  fervice 
to  GOD,  his  prince,  and  his  country,  as  well  as 
contributes  to  his  own  private  intereft  and  fafery. 

But,  if  the  Whig  leaders  were  more  grateful  in 
rewarding  their  friends,  it  muft  be  avowed  like- 
wife,  that  the  bulk  of  them  was  in  general  more 
zealous  for  the  fervice  of  their  party,  even  when 
abftracled  from  any  private  advantage,  as  might  be 
obferved  in  a  thoufand  inftances  ;  for  which  I  would 
likewife  commend  them,  if  it  were  not  natural  for 
mankind  to  be  more  violent  in  an  ill  caufe  than  a 
good  one. 

The  perpetual  difcord  of  factions,  with  fevera! 
changes  of  late  years  in  the  very  nature  of  our 
government,  have  controlled  many  maxims  among 
us.  The  court  and  country  party,  which  ufed  to  be 
the  old  divifion,  feems  now  to  be  ceafed,  or  fuf- 
pended  for  better  times  and  worfe  princes.  The 
Queen  and  miniftry  are  at  this  time  fully  in  the  true 
intereft  of  the  kingdom-  and  therefore  the  court 
and  country  are  of  a  fide;  and  the  Whigs,  who  ori- 
ginally were  of  the  latter,  are  now  of  neither,  but 
an  independent  faction,  nurfed  by  the  neceflities  or 
miftakes  of  a  late  go:tly  although  unexperienced 
prince.  Court  and  country  ought  therefore  to  join 
their  forces  againft  thefe  common  enemies,  until 
they  are  intirely  difperfed  and  difabled.  It  is  e* 
nough  to  arm  ourfllves  againft  them,  when  we 
confider  that  the  greateft  misfortunes  which  can  bc- 
fal  the  nation,  are  what  would  moil  an  Aver  their 

intereft 
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intereft  and  their  wifhes  ;  a  perpetual  war  increafes 
their  money,  breaks  and  beggars  their  landed  ene- 
mies. The  ruin  of  the  church  will  pleafe  the  Dtf- 
fenterSj  Deijts,  and  Socinians,  whereof  the  body  of 
their  party  confirms.  A  common-wealthy  or  a  pro- 
teclcr,  would  gratify  the  republican  principles  of 
feme,  and  the  ambition  of  others  among  them. 

I  would  infer  from  hence,  that  no  difcontents  of 
an  inferior  nature,  fuch,  I  mean,  as  I  have  already 
mentioned,  fhould  be  carried  fo  far  as  to  give  any 
ill  imprefiion  of  the  prefent  miniftry.  If  all  things 
have  not  been  hitherto  done  as  you,  Gentlemen, 
could  reafonably  wifh,  it  can  be  imputed  only  to 
the  fecret  injlruments  of  that  faction.  The  truth 
of  this  hath  appeared  from  fome  late  incidents, 
more  vifibly  than  formerly,  Neither  do  I  believe 
that  any  one  will  now  make  a  doubt,  whether  a 
certain  perfon  be  in  carneft,  after  the  united  and  a- 
vowed  endeavours  of  a  whole  party  to  ftrike  direct- 
ly at  his  head. 

When  it  happens,  by  fome  private  crofs  intrigues, 
that  a  great  man  hath  not  the  power  which  is  thought 
due  to  his  ftationj  he  will  however  probably  defire 
the  reputation  of  it,  without"  which  lie  neither  can 
preferve  the  dignity,  nor  hardly  go  through  the 
common  bufinefs  of  his  place ;  yet  is  it  that  reputa- 
tion to  which  he  owes  all  the  envy  and  hatred  of 
others,  as- well  as  his  own  difquiets.  Mean  time 
his  expecting  friends  impute  all  their  diiappoint- 
ments  to  fome  deep  defign,  or  to  his  defect  of  good- 
will ;  and  his  enemies  are  fure  to  cry  up  his  excefs 
of  power,  efpecially  in  thofe  points  where  they 
are  confident  it  is  moft  mortened.  A  minifter 
in  this  difficult  cafe  is  fometimes  forced  to  pre- 
ferve his  credit  by  forbearing  what  is  in  his 
power,  for  fear  of  dilcovering  how  far  the  limits 
extend  of  what  is  not  •  or  perhaps  for  fear  of 
ihewing  an  inclination  contrary  to  that  of  his  ma- 
fter.  Yet  all  this  while  he  lies  under  the  reproach 
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of  delay )  wtftecdmefs,  or  TV  ant  of  fimcrity.  So 
that  there  are  many  inconveniencies  and  dangers 
either  in  clifcovering  or  concealing  the  want  of 
power.  Neither  is  it  hard  to  conceive,  that  mini- 
iters  may  happen  to  fufFer  for  tl\eji?is  of  their  pre- 
decfjfir^  who,  by  their  great  abufes  and  monopo- 
•lies  of  power  and  favour,  have  taught  princes  to 
be  more  thrifty  for  the  future  in  the  diftributionof 
both.  And,  as  in  common  life,  whoever  hath 
been  long  confined  is  very  fond  of  his  liberty,  and 
TV  ill  not  eaiily  endure  the  very  appearance  of  re- 
ftraint,  even  from  thofe  who  have  been  the  inftru- 
ments  of  fitting  him  free;  io  it  is  with  the  reco- 
very of  power,  which  is  i:fually  attended  with  an 
undiftinguHhed  jealoufy,  left  it  fhould  be  again  in- 
vaded. In  fuch  a  juncture  I  cannot  difcover,  wliy 
a  wife  and  honeft  man  fliould  venture  to  place  him- 
felf  at  the  head  of  affairs  upon  any  other  regard 
than  the  fafety  of  his  country,  and  the  advice  of 
Socrates,  to  prevent  on  ill  man  from  coining  in. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  do  not  fee  any  one  ground  of 
fufpicion  or  diflike,  to  which  you,  Gentlemen^  or 
•others,  who  wiili  well  to  their  country,  may  have 
entertained  about  perfons  or  proceedings,  but  what 
may  probably  be  mifapprehended  even  by  thofe 
who  think  they  have  the  beft  information.  Nay,  I 
will  venture  to  go  one  ftep  farther,  by  adding,  that 
although  it  may  not  be  prudent  to  fpeak  out  upon 
this  occasion ;  yet  whoever  will  reafon  impartially 
upon  the  whole  ftate  of  affairs,  muft  entirely  ac- 
quit the  miniftry  of  that  delay  and  neutrality,  which 
have  been  laid  to  their  charge.  Or  fuppoie  fome 
fmall  part  of  this  accufation  were  true)  which  I  poll- 
lively  know  to  be  otherwife,  whereof  the  world  will 
ibon  be  convinced),  yet  the  confequences  of  any 
;  refentment  at  this  time  muft  either  be  none  at  all, 
or  the  moft  fatal  that  can  be  imagined  ;  for  if  the 
prefent  miniftry  be  made  fo  uneafy,  that  a  change 
be  thought  neceflary,  things  will  return  of  courfe 
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into  the  old  hands  of  thofe  whole  little  fingers  iiill 
be  found  heavier  than  their  predeceffors  loins.  The 
Whig  faction  is  fo  dexterous  at  corrupting,  and  the 
people  fo  fufceptible  of  it,  that  you  cannot  be  ig- 
norant how  eafy  it  will  be  after  fuch  a  turn  of  af- 
fairs, upon  a  new  election,  to  procure  a  majority 
againft  you.  They  will  refume  their  power  with  a 
fpirit  like  that  cf  Marius  or  Sylla,  or  the  laft  tri- 
umvirate :  and  thofe  ministers  who  have  been  moft 
cenfured  for  too  much  hefitation,  will  fall  the 
firft  facrinces  to  their  vengeance  :  but  thefe  are  the 
fmalleft  mifchiefs  to  be  apprehended  from  fuch  re- 
turning exiles.  "What  fecurity  can  a  prince  hope 
for  his  perfon,  or  his  crown,  or  evim  for  the  mo- 
narchy itfjlf?  He  muft  expert  to  fee  his  beft 
friends  brought  to  the  fcaffold  for  a/erting  bis 
rights  ;  to  lee  his  prerogative  trampled  on,  and  his 
trcajure  applied  to  feed  the  avarice  of  thofe  it' ho 
make  themfehes  his  keepers  ;  to  hear  hirnfelf  treated 
with  infolence  and  contempt ;  to  have  his  family 
purged  at  pleafwe  by  their  humour  and  malice  ;  and 
to  retain  even  the  name  and  ihadow  of  a  king  no 
longer  than  his  epliori  fliall  think  fit. 

Thefe  are  the  inevitable  confequences  of  fuch  a 
change  of  affairs,  as  that  invenomed  party  is  now 
projecting  ;  which  will  bed  be  prevented  by  your 
firmly  adhering  to  the  prefent  miniftry,  until  this 
dome/tic  enemy  is  out  of  ail  poffibility  of  making 
head  anv  more. 
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A  PROPOSAL  for  the  univerfal  ufe  of  IRISH 
MANUFACTURE,  in  cloaths  and  furniture 
of  boufeS)  &c.  utterly  rejtfting  and  renoun- 
cing every  thing  wearable  that  comes  from 
ENGLAND  *. 

Written  in  the  year   1720. 

TT  is  the  peculiar  felicity  and  prudence  of  the  peo- 
*  pie  in  this  kingdom,  that  whatever  commodities 
or  productions  lie  under  the  greater!  difcourage- 
nients  from  England,  thofe  are  what  they  are  lure 

to 


*  Upon  Dr.  Swift's  arrival  in  Ireland,  that  fpint  which  had  been 
railed  againft  him  by  the  Whigs  in  England,  infatuated  Jikewife  the 
whole  populace  of  Dublin,  infomuch  that  when  he  walked  through 
the  town,  he  was  frequently  pointed  at  and  abufcd  by  fevcral  of  the 
meaner  ihopkecper?,  mechanics,  and  other  bafe  fellows  without  name 
or  occupation.  Thcli  abominable  wr^tche?,  like  their  brethren  the. 
yahoos,  would  often  fcrape  the  kennels  with  their  nafty  claws,  to 
throw  dirt  and  filth  at  him  as  he  palled  through  the  city;  all  which 
he  bore  for  two  or  three  years,  until  the  bru'es  became  tired  of  their 
Icurrilitv,  not  fo  much  with  a  refigned  philofophicil  patience,  as  in- 
deed 'Aith  that  fuperior  contempt  for  all  unworthy  demeanor,  which 
is  only  to  be  conceived  by  the  moil:  improved  and  exalted  minds.  But 
ihefe  animofities  having  iubfided  for  two  or  tljree  years,  infltad  of  re- 
joicing over  the  miitries  of  that  peo,  le  which  had  \vit!.out  caufe  bcrne 
a  tyrannous  hate  a^ainft  him,  he  began  to  look  down  with  pity  on 
their  diftrefled  condition:  he  regretted  the  calamities  of  his  country 
and  the  abfurdity  of  their  politics  j  he  deplored  their  want  of  com- 
merce, and  lamented  all  their  grievance*'.  At  lafl,  in  1720,  he  re- 
lolvec1,  as  far  as  lay  in  his  power,  to  correct  the  enois  and  the  blun- 
ders of  his  deluded  countrymen  ;  .ir.d  with  that  view  he  writ  fhort 
and  lively  prsp'.fals  for  the  univerfal  tj'e  cf  Injjj  m&nnfaflure,  &c.  j  oa 
account  of  which  a  profrcution  was  fct  on  foot  -againit  Watcis  the 
printer  of  that  pamphlet,  which  was  carried  on  with  fo  much  vio- 
lence, that  one  William  Whitihed,  then  Chief  Jufticc,  thought  pro- 
per, in  a  manner  the  moft  extraordinary,  to  keep  the  jury  eleven 
•hours,  ^nd  to  fend  them  lack  nine  times  out  of  couit  unvil  he  hid 
,  III.  S 
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to  be  moft  induflrious  in  cultivating  and  fpreading, 
j/griailturtg  which  hath  been  the  principle  care  of 
all  wife  nations,  and  for  the  encouragement  where- 
of there  are  fo  many  flat  nte -laws  in  England,  we 
countenance  fo  well,  that  the  landlords  are  every 
where  by  penal  claufes  abfohitely  prohibiting  their 

tenants 


wearied  them  into  a  fpecial  verier,  But  Whitihed,  a  man  of  low 
birth  and  narrow  edw;ation,  whofe  whole  pittance  of  learning  was 
confined  within  the  magic  circle  of  tne  laws,  the  do-flrtne  of  prece- 
dent?, and  practice  of  the  conrts,  was  by^  no  means  -aware  by  what 
unmerciful  ftrokes  a  patriot  and  genius  like  Dr.  Swift  could  avenge 
upcn  him  the  cauie  fcoth  of  himielf  and  country.  Whitihed,  armed 
with  power,  and  fure  to  be  fupported,  in  ihe  virulent  days  of  party, 
ag-n:;!r  all  thole  who  r.dhered  to  their  Tory  piincrples,  firft  gave  the 
;lavm  to  baf.le  by  an  attack  upon  Waters  rhe  printer.  -Swift,  armed 
v.ith  gcniuo.  and  fired  with  a  zeal  for  liberty  aftd  public  interefr,  flew 
directly  *o  the  charge.  But  rinding  he  had  to  deal  with  an  adveri'ary 
tnequal  to  the  combat,  he  contented  himielf  for  the  prefent  with 
giving  Mm  three  or  four  Infhes.  and  making  him  thoroughly  con- 
temptible in  the  ryes  of  the  world.  But  foon  after  Swift  had  further 
•^r.ifioa  for  exerting  all  his  powers  againir.  the  unfortunate  Whitihed, 
5«  [ft. 

This  treaiife  iprcad  ver}r  fa  ft,  upon  which  a  perfon  in  great  office 
t'or.t  in  bafte  for  the  Chief  Juftice,  (Whitfhed),  and  informed  him  of 
.1  feditious,  f^clious,  and  virulent  pamphlet  lately  publilhcd,  with  a 
defjgn  of  fetting  the  two  kingdoms  2t  variance,  directing  at  the  fame 
rime,  that  the  printer  Ihould  be  profecuted  with  the  utmoft  rigour. — 
The  Chief  Juftice  had  fo  quick  an  underflanding,  that  he  relblved  if 
poffib!e  to  outdo  his  orn^'S. — The  printer  was  feized,  and  forced  to 
give  great  b^il : — the  jury  brought  him  in  not  guilty,  although  they 
had  been  culled  with  the  utmcft  induftry  :  the  Cb;ef  jt/ftice  fsnt  them 
ba^k  nine  times,  and  kt  pt  them  eleven  hours,  until  being  tired  out 
they  were  forced  to  leave  the  matter  to  the  mercy  of  the  judge  by 
what  they  call  a  fpe<  ialverdiff.  "During  the  trial  the  CLicf  Jnfiicc, 
among  other  lingularities,  laid  his  hand  on  his  breaft,  ard  protefied 
lolcmnly,  that  the  author's  defign  was  to  bring  in  the  pretender  :  but 
the  cauie  being  fo  very  odious  and  unpopular,  the  trial  of  the  verdict 
was  deferred  from  one  term  to  another,  until  upon  (ihe  D.  of 
G--ft-n)  the  Lord  Lieutenant's  arrival,  hi  Grace,  after  mature  advice 
and  permifiion  from  England,  was  pleafed  to  grant  a  Ndi  frojeyttl. 
See  Swift's  letter  to  Pope,  of  Jan.  10.  1721. 

This  piece  firft  turned  the  tide  of  popularity  in  the  authoi's 
favour. 

When  the  author  had  finifhed  Gulliver's  travels,  he  found  an  o- 
pening  to  indulge  his  love  of  politics,  and  to  commence  a  patriot  for 
Ireland  :  and  he  made  ufe  of  the  opportunity,  by  increafing  the  na- 
lUraljealoufy  which  theleder  i*J«md  conftaiuly  entertains  of  the  greater, 
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tenants  from  ploughing  *,  not  iati.siied  to  confine 
them  within  certain  limitations,  as  is  the  practice 
of  the  Englilh  ;  one  effect  of  which  is  al;\  :u'v  irrn 
in  the  prodigious  dearncfs  of  corn,  aiid  thr  impor- 
tation of  it  from  London,  as  the  cheaper  marker. 
And  becaufe  people  are  the  riches  of  a  country,  and 
that  our  neighbours  have  done,  and  arc1  clv'inu.,  all 
that  in  them  li,  5  to  make  our  wool  a  g  to  us, 
and  a  monopoly  to  them  ;  therefore  the  politic  gen- 
tlemen of  Ireland  have  depopulated  vaft  tracts  of 
the  beft  land,  for  the  feeding  of  iheep. 

I  could  fill  a  volume,  as  large  as  the  kiftory  of  t£ e 
wife  men  of  Gotham*,  with  a  catalogue  only  of  Tome 
•wonderful  laws  and  cuftoms  we  have  obferved  with- 
in thirty  years  paft.  It  is  true  indeed j  our  benefi- 
cial traffic  of  wool  with  France  hath  been  our  only 
fupport  for  fevcrnl  years  paft,  furnifhing  us  with 
all  the  little  money  \ve  have  to  pay  our  rents,  and 
go  to  market.  But  our  merchants  a  {lure  me, 
*'•  this  trade  huth  received  a  great  damp  by  the  pre- 
"  fent  fluctuating  condition  of  the  coin  in  France  : 
f(  that  moft  of  their  wine  is  paid  for  in  fpecie,, 
(i  without  candying  thither  any  commodity  frora 
"  hence." 

However,  iince  we  are  fo  univerfully  bent  upon 
enlarging  our  flocks,  it  may  be  worth  inquiring, 
what  we  {hall  do  with  our  wool,  in  caie  Barn- 

His  treatife,  o  p-cpofi!,  immediately  raifcd  a  very  violent  fhme. 
The  printer  w=:s  proiecuted  :  and  the  profccution  had  the  fame  tfi  :• 
which  generally  attends  ihofc  kind  of  meafures  ;  it  a Jci  <i  fc'.vel  to  the 
fl^me.  But  his  grcatt ft  enemies  mufi:  confcfs,  that  tl.e  pamphiel  i .; 
\\ri  ten  in  the  fiy.'e  of  z  man,  who  had  the  good  of  his  country  near- 
efl  his  heart;  who  favv  her  errors,  and  wiihed  to  cor  eft  them  ;  who 
felt  her  oppreiTions,  and  wifheJ  to  relieve  them  5  and  who  had  a  (jcfiru 
»o  rouie  and  awaken  an  indolent  na:icn  In  m  a  lethargic  difpc-ficion, 

that  might  prove  fatal  to  her  co'.V'-itution.     Orrery, Sec  An  cx- 

{'.l/ent  new  f:-ng  on  afe;ii:iws  pamphlet. 

*  It  was  the  pra<Jti.:e  of  Irifn  fr.imcrs  M  -.vc?,r  out  '.he'r  grcnnd  with 
piw£.bingy  neither  ni-inuriDg  nor  letting  i,  lie  i.'.ilcw  ;  an  :  h<  :.  tl'.rir 
Jeafjs  were  nc-^r  expired,  t\,s\  r.loiuhcd  even  the  n:e.i.io\v£,  ^:id  rnudc 
fuch  havock,  vh  :t  she  hno!o:.;~,  by  ih;5r  rr.-i  T)  pr:?  •:.-•>'.  it,  "-ere  be- 
trayed into  tnis  re'ivciotis  m:dfurc. 
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ftaple  *  fhould  be  overftocked,  and  our  French 
commerce  fhould  fail. 

I  could  wifli  the  parliament  had  thought  fit  to 
have  fufpended  their  regulation  of  r/j?/r^-matters, 
and  enlargements  of  the  prerogative  %  until  a  more 
convenient  time,  becaufe  they  did  not  appear  very 
preffing,  at  leaft  to  the  perfons  principally  concerned;. 
and,  inftead  of  thefe  great  refinements  in  pslitics 
and  divinity •,  had  amufed  themfelves  and  their  com- 
mittees a  little  with  the  ft  ate  of  the  nation.  For  ex- 
ample :  What  if  the  houfe  of  Commons  had  thought 
fit  to  make  a  refolution,  nemine  contradicentc,  again  it 
wearing  any  cloth  or  ftnff  in  their  families,  which 
were  not  of  the  growth  and  manufacture  of  this 
kingdom  ?  What  if  they  had  extended  it  fo  far  as 
utterly  to  exclude  all  filks,  velvets,  callicoes,  and 
the  whole  lexicon  of  female  fopperies  ;  and  declar- 
ed, that  whoever  acred  othcrwiie,  fhoukl  be  deem- 
ed and  reputed  an  enemy  to  the  nation  ?  What  if 
they  had  fent  up  iuch  a  refolution  to  be  agreed  to  by 
the  houfe  of  Lords;  and  by  their  own  practice  and 
encouragement  fpread  the  execution  of  it  in  their 
feveral  counties  ?  What  if  we  fliould  agree  to  make 
burying  in  woollen  a  fafiion,  as  our  neighbours  have 
made  it  a  laiv  ?  What  if  the  ladies  fhould  be  con- 
tent with  Irifh  ftufFs  for  the  furniture  of  their  houfes, 
for  gowns  and  petticoats  for  themfelves  and  their 
daughters  ?  Upon  the  whole,  and  to  crown  all  the 
reft,  let  a  firm  refolution  be  taken  by  male  andy^'- 
inale,  never  to  appear  with  one  finglejbrfd  that  comes 
from  England ;  and  let  all  the  people  fay ,  AMEN. 

I  hope,  and  believe,  notliir.g  could  pleafe  his 
Majefty  better  than  to  hear,  that  his  loyal  fubjects 
of  both  fexcs  in  this  kingdom  f  celebrated  his  birth- 

*  A  lea-port  in  Devonihirc,  at  that  time  the  principal  market  in 
P.r. gland  t'.r  Irifh  wool. 

•f  H..T  Grace  the  Durchefs  of  Dorfet,  the  Lord  Lieutenant'?  lady, 
Js  faid  to  have  appeared  at  the  caftU  in  Dublin  wholly  clad  in  the  ma- 
nufacture of  Ireland  on  his  Majefty 's  birthday  '.753. 

day, 


it 
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///tv,  (now  approaching),  univerfaUy  clad  in  their 
own  manufacture.  Is  there  virtue  enough  left  in 
this  deluded  people  to  fave  them  from  the  brink  of 
ruin  ?  If  the  men's  opinions  may  be  tak^n,  the  la- 
dies will  look  ;is  handfome  in  fluffs  as  in  brocades  ; 
and,  fince  all  will  be  equal,  there  may  be  room  e- 
nough  to  employ  their  wit  and  fancy  in  chufing 
and  matching  patterns  and  colours.  I  heard  the 
late  Archbifhop  of  Tuam  mention  a  pleafant  ob- 
fervation  of  fome  body's;  "'that  Ireland  would. 
f<  never  be  happy  until  a  lav/  were  made  for  burn 

ing  every  thing  that  came  from  England,  except; 

their  people  and  their  coals."  I  rnufl  confcis, 
that  as  to  the  former,  I  fhould  not  be  forry  if  they 
would  flay  at  home  ;  and  for  the  latter,  I  hope,  iu 
a  little  time  we  ihall  have  no  occafion  for  them. 

Non  tanti  nritra  eft,  non  tdntijudich  ofit'U'i\ 

but  I  fhould  rejoice  to  fee  ^flay-lace  from  Ers^anJ. 
be  thought  fcanda/otts,  and  become  a  topic  for  ccn- 
fure  at  vifits  and  tea-tables. 

If  the  unthinking  fkopkeepcrs -hi  this  town  hs  • 
not  been  utterly  ddlitute  of  common  fenf?,    tl.  ' 
would  have  made  fome  propoftil  to  the  pa;  n.iriuni,, 
with  a  petition  to  the 'purpoie   I  have   mentioned  ; 
promifing  to  improve  the  "  cloths  and  '"tuffs  of  th". 
"  nation  into  all  poffible  degrees  of  fineiiefs  a 
(s  colours,  and  engaging  not  to  play  tl\e -knave,  ac- 
cording to  their  cuftom,  by  exacting  and  iinpol- 
ing  upon  the  nobility  and  gentry  either  as  ro  the 
prices  or  the  goodnefs."     For  I  remember,   hi 
London,  upon  a  general  mourning,  the  rajcally  mer- 
cers and  iDoolendrapcrs  would   in  four  and  twenty 
hours  raife  their  cloths  anu  Jt/ks  to  above  a  double 
price;  and  if  the  mourning  continued  long,  the: 
come  whining  with  petitions  to  the  court,  4'  that 
"  they  were  ready  to  fturve,  and  their  fiixri-.s  lay 
"  upon  their  hands." 
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I  could  wifh,  our  fhopkeepers  would  immediate- 
ly think  on  this  prcpcfa/,  addrefling  it  to  all  per- 
fons  of  quality  and  others  ;  but  firft  be  fure  to 
get  forne  body  who  can  write  fenfe  to  put  it  into 
form. 

1  think  it  needlefs  to  exhort  the  clergy  to  follow 
this  good  example  ;  becaufe  "  in  a  little  time  thofe 
*c  among  them  \vlio  are  fo  unfortunate  to  have  had 

their  birth  and  education  in  this  country,  will 
"  think  themfelves  abundantly  happy  when  they 
**  can  afford  Irifh  crape  and  an  Athlone  hat;"  and 
as  to  the  others,  /  Jb.i/l  not  prcfume  to  direct  them 
J  have  indeed  feen  the  prefent  Archbifhop  of 
Dublin  *  clad  from  head  to  foot  in  our  own  manu- 
facture ;  and  yet  under  the  rofe  be  it  fpoken,  "  his 
**  Grace  deierveth  as  good  a  gown,  as  if  he  had 
*'  not  been  born  among  us." 

I  have  not  courage  enough  to  offer  one  fyllable 
on  this  fubject  to  their  Honours  of  the  army :  nei- 
ther have  I  iufficicntly  conlidered  the  great  import- 
ance of  fcarlet  and  gold  lice, 

The  fable  in  Ovid  of  Arachne  and  Pallas  is  to 
;his  purpofe.  The  goddefs  had  heard  of  one  A- 
rachne,  a  young  virgin,  very  famous  for  fanning 
and  weaving :  they  both  met  upon  a  trial  of  ikill ; 
and  Pallas  finding  herfelf  almoft  equalled  in  her* 
own  art,  ilung  with  rage  and  envy,  knocked  her 
rival  down,  and  turned  her  into  a  fpider  ;  injoin- 
jng  her  to  fpin  and  weave  for  ever  out  of  her  own 
bowels  y  and  in  a  very  narrow  compafs.  I  confefs, 
that  from  a  boy  I  always  pitied  poor  Arachne,  and 
could  never  heartily  love  the  goddefs  on  account 
of  "  fo  cruel  and  unjuft  a  fentence  ;"  which  how- 
ever is  fully  executed  upon  us  by  England  with  fur- 
ther additions  of  rigour  andfeverity,  for  the  great- 
eft  part  of  our  bowels  and  vitals  is  extracted  with- 


*  Dr,  King, 
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cut  allowing  us  7  the  liberty  o^fpinitig  and  weaving 
them. 

The  Icripture  tells  us,  that  "  oppreilion  maketh 
"  a  wife  man  mad  ;''  therefore,  confequently  fpeak- 
ing,  the  reafon  why  fome  men  are  not  mad,  is  be- 
cauie  they  are  not  wife :  however,  it  were  to  be 
wiiliecl,  that  opprejjion  would  in  time  teach  a  little 
ivifJom  to  fools. 

I  was  much  delighted  with  a  perfon,  who  hath  a 
great  eftate  in  this  kingdom,  upon  his  complaints 
to  me,  (i  how  grievouily  poor  Englmd  fuffers  by 
"  impofitions  from  Ireland  :  that  ive  convey  our 
'*  own  wool  to  France  in  fpite  of  all  the  harpies  at 
"  the  cuftomhoufe  :  that  Mr.  Shuttleiuorth,  and 
4<  others  on  the  Chefhire  coafts,  are  fuch  fools  to 
"  fell  us  their  bark  at  a  good  price  for  tanning  our 
li  o~u?i  hides  into  leather:  with  other  enormities  of 
"  the  like  weight  and  kind."  To  which  I  will  ven- 
ture to  add  more  :  "  That  the  mayoralty  of  this 
**  city  is  always  executed  by  an  inhabitant,  and  of- 
ten by  a  native,  which  might  as  well  be  done  by 
a  deputy  with  a  moderate  fdlary,  whereby  }o:r 
England  lofeth  at  lead  one  thoufand  pounds  a- 
year  upon  the  balance  :  that  the  governing  of  this 
kingdom  cofts  the  Lord  Lieutenant  three  thou- 
ct  fand  iix  hundred  pounds  a-year  ;  fo  much  net 
u  lofs  to  poor  England:  that  the  people  of' Ireland 
i(  prefume  to  dig  for  coals  in  their  own  grounds  ; 
<c  and  the  farmers  in  the  county  of  Wicklow  fend 
^  their  turf  to  the  very  market  of  Dublin,  to  the 
•'*  great  difcouragement  of  the  coal-trade  of  Mof- 
"  tyn  and  Whitehaven  *  :  that  the  revenues  of  the 


•\  In  the  Spring  1753,  t'ic  P«»"Hamcnt  cf  England  pafTecl  an  a^  f  r 
permitting  the  exportation  of  \vco\,  and  wocllcn  or  b.:y  y;i:n,  from 
any  port  in  Ireland  to  any  port  in  England  ;  which  was  befoic  prohi. 
Lited.  And 

In  the  winter  1753,  the  Irilk  parliament  prohibited  the  importation 
of  gold  and  filver  lace,  except  cf  :b<:  rr.anvfaclure  of  England. 

*  Moityn  in  Fiintfhirc  and  Wtkehaven  in  Cumberland. 
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poft  office  here,  fo   righfeoufly  belonging  to   the 

Englifh  treafury,  as  anting  chiefly  from  our  ow:x 
"  commerce  with  each  other,  iliould  be  remitted 
"  to  London,  clogged  with  that  grievous  burthen 

of  exchange  ;  and  the  penfions  paid  out  of  the 
t(  Irifh  revenues  to  Englfo  favourites  ihould  He  uzi- 
"  der  the  fame  difadvantage,  to  the  great  lofs  c£ 
ct  the  grantees.  When  a  divine  is  fent  over  to  a 
"  fajbopric  here,  with  the  hopes  of  five  and  twenty  . 
"  hundred  pounds  a -year  ;  and  upon  his  arival  he 
t(  finds,  alas  !  a  dreadful  difcount  of  ten  or  twelve 

per  cent,   a  judge,  or  a  commijfioner  of  the  revenue 

has   the  fame  caufe  of  complaint.     Laftly,  The 
*'  ballad  upon  Cotter  is  vehemently  fufpeCted  to  be' 
f{  Irifh  manufacture  ;  and  yet  is  allowed  to  be  fung 
"  in  our  open  ftreets,  under  the  very  vofe  ofthego- 
"  verxment*" 

Thefc  are  a.feivt  among  the  many  hard/hips  we 
put  upon  that  poor  kingdom  of  England  :  for  which 
1  am  confident,  every  hone/I  man  wiiheth  a  remedy  : 
and  I  hear,  there  is  a  project  on  foot  for  tranfport- 
ing  our  beft  wheaten^r^iu  by  lea  and  land-carriage 
to  Dunftable  ;  and  obliging  us  by  a  laiv  to  take  off 
yearly  fo  many  tun  of  Jlraiu  hats  for  the  ufe  of  our 
women  ;  which  will  be  a  great  encouragement  to  the 
manufacture  of  that  induftrious  town. 

I  would  be  glad  to  learn  among  the  divines,  whe- 
ther a  law  to  bind  -men  'without  their  own  con  fent  be 
obligatory  in  foro  confcientits ;  becaufe  I  find, 
Scripture,  Saunderfon,  and  Suarez,  are  wholly  fi- 
ient  on  the  matter.  The  oracle  of  reafon,  the  great 
law  of  nature y  and  general  opinion  of  civilians,, 
wherever  they  treat  of  limited  governments,  are  in- 
deed decifive  enough. 

It  is  wonderful  to  obferve  the  bias  among  our 
people  in  favour  of  things,  perfons,  and  wares  of 
all  kinds,  that  come  from  England.  The  printer 
tells  his  hawkers,  that  he  has  got  an  excellent  new 
brought  from  London.  I  have  fomewhat 

of 
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<yf  a  tendency  that  way  myfelf  ;  and  upon  hearing 
a  coxcomb  from  thence  difplaying  himfelf  with  great 
volubility  upon  the  park,  the  playhufe,  the  opera, 
the  gaming  ordinaries,  it  was  apt  to  beget  in  me  a 
kind  of"  veneration  for  his  parts  and  accomplifh- 
ments.  It  is  not  many  years- fince  I  remember  a 
ferfon,  who  by  his  ftile  and  literature  feems  to  have 
been  the  corrector  of  a  hedge-prefs  in  fome  blind- 
Alley  about  Little  Britain,  proceed  gradually  to  be 
an  author,  at  leafk  a  *  tranjlator  of  a 'lower  rate,  al- 
though Ibmewhat  of  a  larger  bulk,  than  any  that 
n&wjkuri/be*  in  Grubftreet ;  and  upon  the  ftrength. 
of  this  foundation  come  over  here,  ereCi  himfelf 
up  into  an  orator  and  politician,  -and  lead  a  kingdom 
after  him.  -This  I  am  told,- was  the  very  motive 
that  prevailed  on -the  ]-  author  of  a  play  called,  Love 
in  a  hollow  tree,  to  do  us  the  honour  of  a  vifit ;  prc- 
fuming,  with  very  good  reafon,  that  he  ivas  a 
"  writer  of  a  fuperior  claj's.  I  know  another,  who  for 
thirty  years  paft  hath  been  the  common  Jlandard  of 
fliipity  in  England,  where  he  was  never  heard  a 
minute  in  any  ajjembly,  or  by  any  party,  with  com- 
mon Chriftian  treatment ;  .yet,  upon  his  arrival  hi- 
ther, could  put  on  a  face  of  importance  and  autho- 
rity, talk  more  than  fix,  without  either* graceful- 
nejs,  propriety,  or  meaning  •  and  at  the  fame  time 
be  admired  and  followed  as -the  pattern  of  eloquence 
and  iv  if  do  m. 

Nothing  hath  humbled  me  fo  much",  or  fhewn  a 
greater  difpofition  to  a  contemptuous  treatment  of 
Ireland  in  fome  chief  governors,  than  that  high 
ftile  of  feveral-  fpeeclies  from  the  throne,  delivered 
as  ufual  after  the  royal  aJJ~ent\T\  fome  periods  of  the 
two  laft  reigns.  Such  exaggerations  of  the  prodi- 
gious condefcenfions  in  the  pi'inee  to  pafs  thoje  good 

*  Suppofed  to  be  Csrfar's    Commentaries,    decimated  to  the  Duke 
»f  Marlboroush,   by  Col.  Biaden. 
•j-  Lord  Gnmf.on, 
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JaiuSj  would  have  but  an  odd  found  at  Weftmin- 
jfter;  neither  do  I  apprehend,  how  any  good  lain 
can  pafs,  wherein  the  King's  intereil  is  not  as  much 
concerned  as  that  of the  people.  I  remember,  after 
H  fpeech.  on  the  like  occafion,  delivered  by  my  Lord. 
"Wharton  *,-  (I  think  it  was  his  laft),  he  deiired 
Mr.  Addifon  to  afk  my  opinion  on  it.  My  anfwer 
was,  "  That  his  Excellency  had  very  honeftly  for- 
"  feited  his  head  on  account  of  cne  paragraph  ; 
"  wherein  he  aiTerted,  by  plain  conic  c-uence,  a 
"  diipeniing  power  in  the  Queen."  His  Lord- 
ihip  owned  it  was  true,  but  fivore  the  words  were 
put  into  his  mouth  by  direct  orders  from  court. 
From  whence  it  is  clear,  that  fome  minijlers  in  thofe 
times  were  apt3  from  their  high  elevation  to  look 
doiun  upon  mis  kingdom,  as  if  it  had  been  one  of 
their  colonies  of  eutcajh  in  America.  And  I  ob- 
ferved  a  little  "  of  the  fame  turn  of  fpirit  in  fome 
great  men,  from  whom  I  expected  better  ;  although, 
to  do  them  juftice,  it  proved  no  point  of  difficulty 
to  make  them  correct  their  ide a^  whereof  the  -whole 

nation  quickly  found  the  beneiit.. But  that  is 

forgotten.  How  the  flile  hath  fince  run,  I  am 
wholly  a  ftranger ;  having  never  feen  a  fpeech  lince 
the  lail  of  the  Queen. 

I  would  now  expoftulate  a  little  with  our  country- 
landlords  ;  who,  by  immeasurable  fcrewing  and 
racking  their  tenants  all  over  the  kingdom,  have 
already  reduced  the  mifcrable  people  to  a  worfe 
condition  than  the  peafants  in  France,  or  the  vafilils 
in  Germany  and  Poland  ;  fo  that  the  whole  fpecies 
of  what  we  call  fubjlaniial  farmery  will  in  a  very 
few  years  be  utterly  at  an  end.  It  was  pleafant  to 
obierve  thefe  gentlemen  labouring  with  all  their 
might  for  preventing  the  lifhops  from,  letting  their 

*   Lord  I*icutenantv 
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revenues  at  a  moderate  half  value,  (whereby  *  the 
"whole  order  would,  in  an  age,  have  been  reduced  to 
manifeft  beggary),  at  the  very  inftant,  when  they 
were  every  where  can  ting  f  their  own  land  upon  fhort 
leaies,  and  facrificing  their  oldeft  tenants  for  a  penny 
fin  acre  advance.  I  know  not  how  it  comes  to  pafs, 
(and  yet  perhaps  I  know  well  enough),  that  /laves 
have  a  natural  difpoiitibn  to  be  tyrants,  and  that 
when  my  betters  give  me  a  kick,  I  am  apt  to  re- 
Tenge  it  with  fix  upon  my  footman,  altho'  perhaps 
he  may  be  an  honeft  and  diligent  fellow.  I  have 
heard  greatdivines  affirm,  that  "nothing  is  fo  likely 
to  call  down  an  universal  judgment  from,  heaven 
upon  a  nation,  as  univerfal  oppreffion  ,'  :  and 
whether  this  be  not  already  verified  in  part,  their 
Worjbips  the  landlords  are  noiv  at  full  leiiure  to  con- 
iider.  Whoever  travels  this  country,  and  obierves 
the  face  of  nature,  or  the  faces  and  habits  and 
dwellings  of  the  natives,  will  hardly  think  himfelf 
in  a  land,  where  laiv,  religion,  or  common  humanity 
.is  profdTed. 

I   cannot  forbear  faying  one  word  upon  a  thing 

they  call  nbank,  which  I  hear  is  projecting  in  this 

town  1.     I    never   faw  the  propofals,  nor  under- 

hand any  one  particular  of  their  fcheme  :    what  I 

\viih  for  at  prclent,  i?  only  a  fufficicntprovifion  of 

hemp,  and  caps,  and  bells,  to  distribute   according 

to  the   feveral   degrees   of  bonefty  and  prudence  in 

fome  perjons.     I  hear  only  of  a  monftrous  fum  al- 

ready named  ;  and  if  OTHERS  do  not  foon  hear  of 


*  Whereby,  that  is,  By  preventing  the  bifhops  revent;e5  frc  m  be- 
ing let  at  half  value.  See  this  pofition  explained  and  proved  in  the 
trail  called  Arguments  againft  enlarging  the  fciver  of  bijkops. 

•f-  Cant'wg  their  land  is  letting  it    to  the  higheft  bidder. Cat.! 

fignifics  the  fame  as  au6li"n. 

J  This  project  for  a  lank  in  Ireland  was  Icon  afterwards  brcu^i:t 
ij.to  parliament,  and  rejected, 

it 
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h  too,  and  hear  with  a  vengeance,  then  am  I  a 
gentleman  of  lefs  fagacity  than  myfelf  and  a  very 
few  befides  take  me  to  he.  And  the  jeft  will  be 
ftill  the  better,  if  it  be  true,  as  judicious  perfons 
have  allured  me,  that  one  half  is  altogether  imagi- 
nary. The  matter  will  be  likewife  much  mended, 
if  the  merchants  continue  to  carry  off  our  gold,  and 
©ur  goldfmiths  to  melt  down  our  heavy  iilver. 
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A  LETTER  to  the  Shopkeeper^  fraJefmen, 
Farmers,  and  Common  Pesf/e  of  IRELAND, 
concerning  the  Brafs  Halfpence  coined 
by  one  WILLIAM  WOOD,  Hardwareman, 
with  a  defign  to  have  them  pafs  in  this 
kingdom. 

Wherein  is  {hewn  the  power  of  his  patent^  the  va- 
lue of  his  halfpence^  and  how  far  every  perfon 
may  be  obliged  to  take  the  fame  in  payments, 
and  how  to  behave  himfelf  in  cafe  Inch  an 
attempt  fhould  be  made  by  Wood,  or  any  o- 
"ther  perfon. 

(Very  proper  to  be  kept  in  every  family.) 

By  M.  B.  D  Px  A  P  I  E  R  *. 

Written  in  the  Year  1724. 

LETTER 

*  About  the  year  1722,  when  Charles  Duke  of  Grnfton  was 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  one  William  Wood  an  haidwareman 
2nd  a  bankrupt,  alledging  thcgre.it  want  of  copper-money  in  that: 
kingdom,  procured  a  patint  for  coining  108,0  so  1.  to  pal's  there  as 
lUvrtnt-money.  The  Dean  believing  this  meafure  fo  be  a  vile  job 
irom  the  beginning  to  the  erd,  and  that  the  chief  procurers  of  the 
patent  were  to  be  fharers  in  the  profits  which  \vc  u!d  arife  from  the 
ruin  of  a  kingdom,  afllirud  the  cha  actcr  of  a  D>6pcr  wb.i.'h  for 
fomc  reason  he  chofe  to  v.rte  D^af'trr,  and  in  the  following  letters 
v.  amcd  the  people  not  to  recti\e  the  co-n  which  was  thenf<.nt  over. 

Dr.  Swift  having  ictiied  from  the  political  world,  and  emu  fed  him- 

felf  for  3  or  4  yeais  with  poetry,  converla'ion,  and  trifles,  (which  is 

pethaps  the  rineit:  telt  cf  a   tl.oi\  u^h  confummate    genius,    that  is 

above  all  paiiicu'ar  fylkms  and  hypocritical  pretences  to  philofophy), 

VOL.  IJ.  T  being 
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To  the  Tradefmen,  Shopkeepers,  Farmers, 
and  Country-people  in  general  of  the  king- 
dom ot  Ireland. 


^  Friends,  Country  men  >  and  Fellow  -fubjefls, 

HAT  I  intend  now  to  fiy  to  you,  is,  next 
to  your  duty  to  God  aad  die  care  of  your 

falvation, 

.being  alarmed  in  1724  with  frefti  matter  of  indignation  to  refume  his 
pen,  boldiy  \vithftoodthe  whole  force  of  an  infamous  projector,  cn- 
tourr.-r-ed  and.  fupportcd  in  his  vilbny  by  thofe  who  uere  underftood  to 
be  the  chief  didders  in  all  public  affcirs.  The  project  of  th;s  impa- 
tient fellow  was,  by  virtue  of  a  -patent  which  he  had  fraudulently  ob- 
tained by  the  intereft  of  the  then  favourite  Cbryf-iis,  to  coin  halt- 
pence  fcr  Ireland  at  about  eleven  parts  in  twelve  under  the  real  va- 
lue, and  force  their  currency  in  that  kingdom  ;  which,  notwith- 
itanding  his  patent,  fuppofing  that  he  h.id  made  h'u  halfpence  e- 
ver  fo  ijood,  no  man  living  was  obliged,  or,  by  virtue  or  the  pre- 
rogative of  the  crown,  could  be  obliged  to  receive  in  any  payment 
v/hatever  :  nothing  being  in  truth  the  current  coin  of  England  or  Ire- 
land, beiide  gold  and  filver  of  the  right  fterling  ftandard  j  the  bafer 
inetals  being  only  accepted  for  the  conveni:ncy  of  change,  which  c- 
very  man  that  plcafes  may  reject  whenever  he  thinks  proper,  with- 
out being  arfaid  to  incur  any  penalty  from  the  law.  This  whole 
matter  the  Do£tor  laid  open  in  a  fhort  treatife,  the  Dupier's  firft 
letter. 

The  judicious  reader  cannot  but  obferve,  that  in  this  letter  the 
aufchor  hath  adapted  his  ftile,  his  phrafes,  his  humour,  and  his  ad- 
drefs  in  a  very  wonderful  manner  to  the  tafte  and  approhenfion  of  the 
populace.  Neither  indeed  is  the  title-page  wholly  void  of  that  cap- 
tivating rhetoric  which  is  admired  by  the  common  people  ;  for  it 
concludes  like  that  of  the  whole  duty  of  man,  Very  prefer  to  be  kept  in 
family.  Swift. 


*  The  firfr.  five  of  theDrapier's  letters  were  published  in  pirrphlets 
at  different  times.  The  fixth  and  feventh  were  firft  published  in  1735* 
in  the  4th  volume  of  the  Dublin  edition  of  Dr.  Swift's  works. 

The 
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falvadon,  of  the  greateft  concern  to  yourfelves  and 
your  children  ;  your  bread  and  chat  bin g,  and  every 
common  necefTary  of  life  entirely  depend  upon  it. 
Therefore  I  do  m oft  earn eftly  exhort  you  as  men, 
as •  Chriftians,  as*pnrent'S9  and  as  lovers  of  ymr  c^un- 
try>  to  read  this  paper  with  the  utmoft  attention, 
or  get  it  read  to  you  by  others ;  which  that  you 
may  do  at  the  lefs  expenfe,  I  have  ordered  the  prin- 
ter to  fell  it  at  the  lower!  rate. 

The  fixth  and  feventh  of  the  Drapier's  letters  were  procured  from 
a  .friend  of  the  author's  in  the  original  maimfcript,  as  we  are  allur- 
ed, and  have  good  reafon  to  believe  :  thofe  who  are  better  judges, 
will  foon  determine  whether  they  are  genuine  or  not.  It  is  the  opi- 
nion of  feveral  wife  men,  that  the  Drapier's  letters,  and  the  other 
writirgs  relating  to  our  poor  country  [Ireland],  may  be  very  ufeful 
to  poftcrity,  by  warning  them  for  the  future  to  cppofe  the  fame,  or 
the  like  evil  defign*,  however  plauftble  they  may  at  fnft  appear  to 
unthinking  people  j  or  however  artfully  they  may  be  rcprcfented  (like 
this  defhuftive  projeft  of  "William  Wood)  by  thofe  who  are  to 
divide  the  fpoil  with  that  importer  5  or,  hftty,  by  proftitute  flatterers 
who  are  fure  to  find  their  private  account  in  the  ruin  cf  the  kingdom  j 
•which  ruin  would  have  certainly  followed,  if  the  author,  whoever  he 
was,  had  not  publifhed  his  letters  in  the  moft  proper  iunfture,  and  fit- 
ted to  all  forts  of  readers  j  whereby  in  two  or  three  months  he  turned 
the  whole  nation,  almoft  to  a  man,  ag,ainft  that  iniquitous  fcheme.  — 
The  letter  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  Middleton  is  written  with  much. 
caution,  becaufer  the  author  confetfes  himfelf  to  be  Dean  of  St.  Pa- 
trick's ;  and  I  could  difcover  his  name  fubfcribed  at  the  end  of  the 
original,  although  blotted  out  by  feme  other  hand.  I  can  give  no  o- 
thcr  reafon  why  it  was  not  printed,  than  what  I  have  heard  $  that  the 
writer  finding  how  effectually  the  Drapier  had  fucceedtd,  and  at  the 
fame  time  how  highly  the  people  in  power  feerred  to  be  difp!ealed, 

thought  it  more  piucent  to  keep  the  paper  in  his  cabinet. There 

is  but  a  fmc.ll  part  of  the  addrefs  to  both  houfes  of  parliament  that  re- 
lattth  to  Wood  and  his  coin.  The  reft  coi  tains  feveral  proposals  for 
the  improvement  of  Ireland,  the  many  diicouragcments  it  lies  under 

34id  what  ere  the  beft  remedies  againft  theirs. By  many  Callages 

in  the  other  letters,  but  particularly  in  the  fdd/tfs,  concerning  the 
great  drain  of  money  from  Ireland,  by  abfentees,  importation  of  fo- 
reign goods,  balance  of  trade,  and  the  like,  it  appears  that  the  Au- 
thor had  taken  much  pains,  and  been  well  informed  in  the  buflnefs 
of  computing;  all  his  reafonings  upon  that  fubjeft,  although  he  does 
not  defcend  to  particular  fums,  agreeing  generally  with  the  accounts 
given  by  oihers,  who  have  fince  made  that  inqu.iy  their  particular 
fhidy.  And  it  is  obfervable,  that  in  the  additfs,  as  well  as  in  onfi 
of  the  o:hvr  letters,  he  hath  fpecified  feveral  important  artiile?,  that 
have  not  been  taken  notice  of  by  others  who  came  after  him.  Dub. 
dit. 

T    2  It 
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It  is  a  great  fault  amcng  yon,  that,  when  ?.  per  • 
fon  writes  with  no  other   intention  than  to  do  you 


good,  you  will  not  be  at  tfie  pains  to  read  bis  a 
One  copy  of  this  paper  may  ferve  a  dozen  of  you, 
which  will  be  kfs  than  a  farthing  a-piece.  It  is 
your  folly,  that  you  have  no  common  or  general 
intereft  in  your  view,  not  even  the  \viicft  among 
you  ;  neither  do  you  know,  or  inquire,  or  care, 
who  are  your  friends,  or  who  are  your  enemies. 

About  four  years  ago  a  little  book  was  written 
to  advife  all  people  to  wear  the  manufatlures   of  this 
cur  cuun  dear  country  *.     It  had  no  other  deilgn,  laid 
nothing  againft  the  King  or  parliament)  or  any  per- 
ibn  whatfoever  ;  yet  the  poor  printer  was  profecut~ 
ed  two  years  with  the   utmoft   violence,  and  even 
fome  iveaiws  tkemfelves,   (for  whofe  fake  it   was 
•written),  being  upon  the  JURY,  found  him  guilty. 
This  would  be  enough  to  difcourage  any  man  from 
endeavouring  to  do  you   good,    when  you  will  ei- 
ther neglect  him,  or  fly  in  his  face   for  his    pains  ;   . 
and  when  he  muft  expect    only  danger   to  himfelf, 
and  to   be  fined  and  imprifoned,    perhaps  to  his 
ruin.  / 

However,  I  cannot  but  warn  you  once  more  of 
the  manifeft  deftruction  before  your  eyes,  if  you 
clo  not  behave  yourfelves  as  you  ought. 

I  will  therefore  firft  tell  you  the  plain  Jlory  of  the 
fdft  :  and  then  I  will  lay  before  you  how  you  ought 
to  aft,  in  common  prudence,  according  to  the  laws 
of  your  country. 

The/d<f?  is  this  :  It  having  been  many  years  fince 

COPPER     HALFPENCE    OR    FARTHINGS     were     laft 

coined  in  this  kingdom,  they  have  been  for  fome 
time  very  fcarce,  and  many  wuntfrfeits  pafTcd 
about  under  the  name  of  raps  :  feveral  applications 
were  made  to  England,  that  we  might  have  liberty 
to  coin  miv  ones,  as  in  former  times  we  did  ;  but 

•*  A  nropof?.!  for  tbc  i:fs  of  Irift  manufa<ftures, 

they 
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they  did  not  facceed.  At  lafl  one  Mr.  WOOD,  a 
mean  ordinary  man,  a  hardware  dealer,  procured  a 
patent  under  his  Majf/ty's  b>oad  feat  to  coin 
108,000  1.  in  copper  for  this  kingdom  ;  which  pa- 
tent, however,  did  not  oblige  any  one  here  to  take 
them,  unlefs  they  pleafed.  Now,  you  muft  know, 
that  the  halfpence  and  farthings  in  England  pals  for 
very  little  more  than  they  are  worth  :  and,  if  you 
fhould  beat  them  to  pieces,  and  fell  them  to  the 
brazier,  you  would  not  iofe  much  above  a  penny  in 
a  ihilling.  But  Mr.  Wood  made  his  halfpence  of 
fuch-hafe  metal,,  and  fo  much  fmaller  than  the  En- 
gliih  ones,  that  the  brazier  ^ would  hardly  give  you 
above  a  penny  of  good  money  for  njbilling  of  his  ; 
fo  that  this  fum  of  108,000  1.  in  good  gold  and  ill- 
vcr  muft  be  given  for  trajb,  that  will  not  be  worth 
above  eight  or  nine  thoufand  pounds  real  value.  But 
this  is  not  the  WOT  ft ;  for  Mr.  Wood,  when  he 
pleafes.  may  by  ftealth  fend  over  another  1 08,000 1, 
and  buy  till  our  goods  for  eleven  parts  in  twelve  under 
the  value.  For  example,  if  a  hatter  fells  a  dozen 
of  hats  for  JiveJbUlings  a-piece,  which  amounts  to 
three  pounds,  and  receives  the  payment  in  Wood's 
coin,  he  really  receives  only  the  value  of  ftvefoil- 
lings. 

Perhaps,  you  will  wonder  how  fuch  an  ordinary 
fellow ,  as  this  Mr.  Wood,  could  have  fo  much  in- 
tereft  as  to  get  his  Majefty's  broad  feal  for  fo  great 
a  fum  of  bad  money  to  be  fent  to  this  poor  country  ; 
and  that  all  the  nobility  and  gentry  here  could  not- 
obtain  the  fame  favour,  and  let  us  make  our  own 
halfpence,  as  we  ufed  to  do.  Now,  I  will  make  that 
matter  very  plain  :  We  are  at  a  great. diftance  from 
the  King's  court,  and  have  no  body  there  to  iblicit 
for  us,  although  a  great  number  of  h  ds  and 
'/quires,  whofe  ellates  are  here,  and  are  our  coun- 
trymen, fpend  all  their  livs  and  fortunes  there  : 
but  this  lame  Mr.  Wood  was  able  to  attend  con- 
ilandv  for  his  own  inter-  :ir ;  he  is  an  En  pi  ill)  man, 

*  ^ 

T  3  and 
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and  had  great  friends,  and  it  feems  knew  very  well 
ivbere  to  give  money  to  thofe  that  would  fpeak  to 
others,  that  could  fpeak  to  the  King,  and  would 
tell  2ifair  ftory.  And  his  Majefty,  and  perhaps  the 
great  lord  or  lords  who  advifed  him,  might  think 
it  was  for  our  country's  gold ;  and  fo  as  the  lawyers 
exprefs  it,  the  King  was  deceived  in  this  grant, 
which  often  happens  in  all  reigns,  And  I  am  fure 
if  his  Majejiy  knew  that  fuch  a  patent,  if  it  fhould 
take  effect  according  to  the  clefire  of  Mr.  Wood, 
would  utterly  ruin  this  kingdom,  which  hath  given 
fuch  great  proofs  of  its  loyalty .  he  would  immediate- 
ly recall  it,  and  perhaps  Ihew  his  difpleafure  to  feme 
body  or  other  :  but  a  -word  to  the  wife  is  enough.  Moft 
of  you  muft  have  heard  with  what  anger  our  ho- 
nourable houfe  of  Commons  received  an  account  of 
this  Wood's  patent.  There  were  feveral  finefpeech- 
es  made  upon  it,  and  plain  proofs,  that  it  was  all  a 
ivicked  cheat  from  the  bottom  to  the  top  ;  and  feveral 
fmart  votes  were  printed,  which  that  fume  Wood 
had  the  aiilirance  to  anfwer  likewife  in  print,  and 
in  fo  confident  a  way,  as  if  he  were  a  better  man 
than  our  whole  parliament  put  together. 

This  Wood,  as  foon  as  his  patent  was  pailed,  or 
foon  after,  fends  over  a  great  many  barrels  of  thofe 
halfpence  to  Cork,  and  other  fea-port  towns,  and 
to  get  them  off  offered  an  hundred  pounds  in  his 
coin  for  feventy  or  eighty  in  filver  :  but  the  collectors 
of  the  King's  cuftoms  very  honeftly  refufed  to  take 
them,  and  fo  did  almoft  every  body  elfe.  And  fmce 
the  parliament  hath  condemned  them,  and  defired 
the  King  that  they  might  be  flopped, ,  all  the  king- 
dom do  abominate  them. 

But  Wood  is  ftill  working  underhand  to  force  his 
halfpence  upon  us  ;  and  if  he  can,  by  the  help  of 
his  friends  in  England,  prevail  fo  far  as  to  get  an 
order,  that  the  corkpiiffioners  and  collectors  of  the 
King's,  money  fhall  receive  them,  and  that  the  ar- 
my is  to  be  paid  with  them,  then  he  thinks  his  ivork 

fhall 
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fhall  be  done.  And  this  is  the  difficulty  you  \viii 
be  under  in  fuch  a  cafe  :  for  the  common  foldier, 
when  he  goes  to  the  mark/t,  or  aleboufe^  will  offer 
this  money ;  and,  if  it  be  refufecl,  perhaps  he  will 
fiuagger  and  beflor,  and  threaten  to  beat  the  butcher, 
or  ale-wife,  or  take  the  goods  by  force,  and  throw 
them  the  bad  halfpence.  In  this,  and  the  like  cafes, 
thej&opkeeper,  or  victualler,  or  any  other  tradef- 
man>  has  no  more  to  do,  than  to  demand  ten  times 
the  price  of  his  goods,  if  it  is  to  be  paid  in  Wood's 
money  :  for  example,  twenty  pence  of  that  money 
for  a  quart  of 'ale -,  and  fo  in  all  things  elfe,  and  not 
part  with  his  goods  till  he  gets  the  money. 

For  fuppofe  you  go  to  an  alehovfe  with  that  bafe 
money,  and  the  landlord  gives  you  a  quart  for  four 
of  thole  halfpence,  what  muft  the  vittualler  do  ?  his 
brewer  will  not  be  paid  in  that  coin,  or  if  the  bre\uer 
fliould  be  fuch  a  fool,  the  farmers  will  not  take  it 
from  them  for  their  here  *,  becaufe  they  are  bound 
by  their  leafes,  to  pay  their  rents  in  good  and  law- 
ful money  of  England,  which  this  is  not,  nor  of 
Ireland  neither,  and  the  'fquire,  their  landlord,  will 
never  be  fo  bewitched  to  take  fuch  traflo  for  his 
land  ;  fo  that  it  muft  certainly  ftcp  fomewhere  or 
other,  andwhere-ever  it  flops,  it  is  the  fame  thing, 
and  we  are  all  undone. 

The  common  weight  of  thofe  halfpence  is  between 
four  and  five  to  an  ounce  ;  fuppofe  five,  then  three 
{hillings  and  fourpence  will  weigh  a  pound,  and 
confequently  twenty  millings  will  weigh  fix  pounds 
butter  weight.  Now,  there  are  many  hundred  far- 
mers, who  pay  two  hundred  pounds  a-year  rent ; 
therefore  when  one  of  thefe  farmers  comes  with  his 
half-year's  rent,  which  is  one  hundred  pounds,  it 
will  be  at  lea  ft  fix  hundred  pound  weight,  which  is 
three  horfes  load. 


#  A  fcrt  of  barky  in  Ireland, 

If 


224         THE  DRAPIEtVs  LETTERS. 

If  a  'fquire  has  a  mind  to  come  to  town  to  buy 
cloaths,  and  wine,  and  fpices  for  himf.lf  and  fa- 
mily, or  perhaps  to  pafs  the  winter  here,  he  muft 
bring  with  him  five  or  fix  horfes  loaden  with  facks, 
as  the  farmers  bring  their  corn  ;  and  when  his  lady 
comes  in  her  coach  to  our  {hops,  it  mult  be  follow- 
ed by  a  car  loaded  with  Mr.  Vfood's  money.  And 
I  hope  we  fhall  have  the  grace  to  take  it  for  no  more 
than  it  is  worth. 

They  fay  'Squire  Conolly  f  hathy/jcf^;2  tlioufand 
pounds  a-year ;  now,  if  he  fends  for  his  rent  to 
town,  as  it  is  likely  he  doth,  he  muft  have  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  horfes  to  bring  tip  his  half-year's  rent, 
and  two  or  three  great  cellars  in  his  hotife  for 
flowaae.  But  what  the  bankers  will  do,  I  cannot 

O  * 

tell :  for  I  am  afflired,  that  fome  great  bankers  keep 
by  them  forty  thouiand  pounds  ready  caih  to  an- 
fwer  all  payments  :  which  ium,  in  Mr.  "Wood's 
money,  would  require  twelve  hundred  horfes  to 
carry  it. 

For  my  own  part,  I  am  already  refolved  what  to 
do  :  I  have  a  pretty  good  fhop  of  Irifli  fluffs  and 
Jiiks,  and,  inftead  of  taking  Mr.  Wood's  bad  cop- 
per, I  intend  to  truck  with  my  neighbours  the 
butcher:,  and  bakers,  and  brewers,  and  the  reft, 
goods  for  goods-,  and  the  little  gold  &ndji/vsr  I  have, 
I  will  keep  by  me,  like  my  heart's  blood,  till  better 
times,  or  until  I  am  juft  ready  to  ftarve,  and  then 
I  will  buy  Mr.  Wood's  money,  as  my  father  did  the 
brafs-money  in  King  James's  time,  who  would  buy 
ten  pounds  of  it  with  a  guinea  •  and  I  hope  to  get 
as  much  for  a  piftole>  and  fo  purchafe  bread  from 
thofe  who  will  be  fuch  fools  as  to  fell  it  me. 

Thefe  halfpence,  if  they  once  pafs,  will  foon  be 
cwnterfeifedj  becaufe  it  may  be  cheaply  done,  the 
fluff  is  fo  bafe.  The  Dutch  likewifc  will  probably 
do  the  fame  thing,  and  fend  then,  over  to  us  to 

•J-  Then  Spsakcrof  the  Koufe  of  Comircns, 

pay 
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pay  for  our  geods  ;  and  Mr.  Wood  will  never  be  at 
reft,  but  coin  on  j  fo  that  in  fome  year,  v/e  fhall 
have  at  leaft  five  times  108,000  1.  of  this  lumber. 
Now;  the  current  money  of  this  kingdom  is  not 
reckoned  to  be  above  four  hundred  thonfand 
pounds  in  all ;  and  while  there  is  a  Jilvcr  fixpence 
left,  thefe  bhodfuckefs  will  never  be  quiet . 

When  once  the  kingdom  is  reduced  to  fuch  a 
condition,  I  will  tell  you  what  muft  be  the  end :  the 
gentlemen  of  ejlates  will  all  turn  off  their  tenants  for 
want  of  payments ;  becaufe.  as  I  told  you  before, 
the  tenants  are  obliged  by  their  leafes  to  pay  Ster- 
ling, which  is  lawful  current  money  of  England  : 
then  they  will  turn  their  own  farmers,  as  too  many 
of  them  do  already  ;  run  all  into  fheep,  where  they 
can,  keeping  only  fuch  other  cattle  as  are  neceiTa- 
ry  ;  then  they  will  be  their  own  merchants,  and  fend 
their  uool,  and  butter,  and  hides,  and  linen^  beyond 
fea  for  ready  money,  and  wine,  and  fpices,  andy//£r. 
They  will  keep  only  a  few  miferable  cottagers  ;  the 
farmers  muft  rob,  or  beg,  or  leave  their  country ; 
the  fbopkeepers  in  this  and  every  other  town  muft 
break  zndjtarve ;  for  it  is  the  landed  man  that  m :  in- 
tains  the  merchant ',  and  JLoj.  keeper,  and  handicraftf- 
man. 

But  when  the  'fqttire  turns  farmer  and  merchant 
himfelf,  all  the  good  money  he  gets  from  abroad, 
he  will  hoard  up  to  fend  for  England,  and  keep 
fome  poor  tailor  or  weaver  and  the  like  in  his  own 
houfe,  who  will  be  glad  to  get  bread  at  any  rate. 

I  ihould  never  have  done,  if  I  were  to  tell  you 
all  the  miferies  that  we  fhall  undergo,  if  we  be  fo 
foolfb  and  'wicked  as  to  take  this  curled  coin.  It 
would  be  very  hard,  if  all  Ireland  fhould  be  put 
into  onefca/e,  and  this  lorrow  fellow  Wood  into  the 
other ;  that  Mr.  Wood  fhould  weigh  down  this 
•whole  kingdom,  by  which  England  gets  above  a  mil- 
lion of  good  money  every  year  clear  into  their  pec- 

kefs. 
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kets ;  and  that   is  more  than  the  Engliih  do  by  ail 
the  7u0r/c/befides. 

But  your  great  comfort  is,  that  as  his  Majefty's 
'patent  doth  not  oblige  you  to  take  this  money,-  fo 
the  laws  have  not  given  the  crcwn  a  power  of  for- 
cing the  fubjetl  to  take  what  mcney  the  King  plea- 
fes;  for  then,  by  the  lame  reafon,  we  might  be 
bound  to  take  pebble-Jiones,  or  cockle.-Jbelh,  orjtamp- 
ed  leather,  for  Current  coin,  if  ever  we  fhould  hap- 
pen to  live  under  an  ill  prince,  who  might  likewife, 
by  the  fame  power,  make  a  guinea  pafs  for  ten 
pounds,  ajbi/ling  for  twenty  fallings ^  and  fo  on  ;  by 
•which  he  would,  in  a  fliort  time3  get  all  the  fiiver 
and  gold  of  the  kingdom  into  his  own  hands,  and 
leave  us  nothing  but  brafs  or  leather,  or  what  he 
pleafed.  Neither  is  any  thing  reckoned  more  cruel 
and  opprejjive  in  the  French  government,  than  their 
common  practice  of  calling  in  all  their  money,  af- 
ter they  have  funk  it  very  low,  and  then  coining  it 
anew  at  a  much  higher  value  ;  which,  however,  is 
not  the  thotifandth  part  fo  wicked  as  this  abominable 
projecl  of  Mr.  Wood,  For  the  French  give  their 
fubjeclsy7/z;^r  lorjilvcr,  and  gold  for  gold ;  but  this 
fellow  will  not  fo  mnch  as  give  us  good  brafs  or  cop- 
per for  our  gold  and  fiiver,  nor  even  a  twelfth  part 
of  theyr  worth. 

Having  faid  ;hus  much,  I  will  now  go  on  to  tell 
you  the  judgement  of  fome  great  lawyers  in  this 
matter  ;  whom  I  fee'd  on  purpjfe  for  your  fakes, 
and  got  their  opinions  under  their  hands,  that  I  might 
be  fure  I  went  upon  good  grounds. 

"A  famous  Jaw -look,  called  the  Mirroiir  of  juf- 
"  tice,  difccrarfing  of  the  charters  (or  laws)  or- 
(f  dained  by  our  ancient  kings,  declares  the  law  to 
"  be  as  follows ^  It  was  ordained,  That  no  king 
"  of  this  realm  Hiould  change  or  impair  the  money, 
<f  or  make  any  ether  monsy  than  of  gold  or  fiiver, 
(l  without  the  afieiu  of  all  the  counties  j.  that  is,  as 
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t(  my  Lord  Coke  *  fays,  without  the  ailent  of  parlia- 


ment." 


This  book  is  very  ancient,  and  of  great  authori- 
ty for  the  time  in  which  it  was  written,  and  with 
that  character  is  often  quoted  by  that  great  lawyer 
my  Lord  Coke  f.  By  the  laws  of  England  feveral 
metals  are  divided  into  lazvful  or  true  metalt 
and  unlawful  or  falfe  metal',  the  former  compre- 
hends ft  her  or  gold,  the  later  all  bafer  metals.  That 
the  former  is  only  to  pals  in  payments,  appears  by 
an  act  of  parliament  J  made  the  twentieth  year  of 
Edward  the  Firft,  called,  The  ftatute  concerning  the 
PaffinS  °f  Pfnce  ;  which  I  give  you  here  as  I  got  it 
tranflated  into  Engliih ;  for  fome  of  our  laws  at 
that  time  were,  as  I  am  told,  written  in  Latin : 
Whoever  in  buying  or  felling  prefumes  to  refufe 
"  an  halfpenny  or  farthing  of  lawful  money,  bear- 
ing the  {tamp  which  it  ought  to  have,  let  him  be 
f<  feized  on  as  a  contemner  of  the  King's  Majefty, 
"  and  caft  into  prifon." 

By  this  Jlatute,  no  perfon  is  to  be  reckoned  a 
contemner  of  the  King" s  Majefty,  and  for  that  crime 
to  be  committed  to  prifon,  but  he  who  refufeth  to 
accept  the  King's  coin  made  of  lawful  metal;  by 
which,  as  I  obierved  before,  fiher  and  gold  only 
are  intended. 

That  this  is  the  true  conftruction  of  the  act,  ap- 
pears not  onlyfiom  the  plain  meaning  ofthewords, 
but  from  my  Lord  Coke's  |j  obfervation  upon  it. 
By  this  act  (fays  he)  it  appears,  that  no  fubject  can 
be  forced  to  take  in  buying,  or  felling,  or  other 
•payment,  any  money  made  but  of  lawful  metal; 
that  is,  of  fiiver  or  gold. 

The  law  of  England  gives  the  King  all  mines  of 
gold  Kn&filver  ;  but  not  the  mines  of  other  metals  • 


i   Toft.   576.  I     i    Tnft.  577, 
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the  reafon  of  which  prerogative  or  pe-wer,  as  it  is 
given  by  my  Lord  Coke  *,  is  becaufe  money  can 
be  made  of  gold  and  Jitver,  but  not  of  other  me- 
tals. 

Purfuant  to  this  opinion,  halfpence  anAfartbings 
were  anciently  made  of  jilver,  which  is  evident 
from  the  acVof  parliament  of  Henry  the  Fourth, 
chap.  4.  whereby  it  is  enacted  as  follows  :  "  Item, 
"  for  the  great  fcarcity  that  is  at  prefent  within  the 
"  realm  of  England  of  halfpence  and  farthings  of 
"  ftlver,  it  is  ordained  and  eftablifhed,  that  the 
"  third  part  of  all  the  money  of  filver-plate  which 
4<  fliall  be  brought  to  the  bullion,  fliall  be  made  in- 
"  to  halfpence  ZR&  farthings  "  This  ihews,  that  by 
the  words  halfpenny  and  farthings  of  lawful  money 
in  that  jlatute  concerning  the  palling  of  pence,  is 
meant  a  fmall  coin  in  halfpence  &&&  farthings  of  fil- 

ver. 

This  is  further  manifefr  from  the  ftatute  of  the 
ninth  year  of  Edward  the  Third,  chap,  3,  whick 
enacts,  u  That  no  Sterling  halfpenny  or  farthing  be 
•'  molten  for  to  make  verTels,  or  any  other  thing  by 
"  the  goldfmiths,  nor  others,  upon  the  forfeiture 
'*  of  the  money  fo  molten  (or  melted)." 

By  another  act  in  this  king's  reign,  black  noney 
was  not  to  be  current  in  England.  And  by  an  act 
made  in  the  eleventh  year  of  his  rcipn,  chap.  5. 
galley-halfpence  were  not  to  pafs  :  what  kind  of  coin 
thefe  were,  I  do  not  know ;  but  I  prefume  they 
were  made  of  bafe  metal.  And  thefe  acts  were  no 
new  taws,  but  further  declarations  of  the  old  Liius 
relating  to  the  coin. 

Thus  the  law  ftands  in  relation  to  coin.  Nor  is 
there  any  example  to  the  contrary,  except  one  in 
Davis's  reports,  who  tells  us,  that,  in  the  time  of 
Tyrone's  rebellion,  Queen  Elifabeth  ordered  mmey 
of  mixed  metal  to  be  coined  in  the  Tower  of  Lon- 

*    2  Inft.  577. 
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don,  and  lent  over  hither  for  the  payment  of  the 
army,  obliging  all  people  to  receive  it  ;  and  com- 
manding that  all  {liver  money  mould  be  taken  only 
as  bullion  ;  that  is,  for  as  much  as  it  weighed.  Davis 
tells  us  feveral  particulars  in  this  matter,  too  long 
here  to  trouble  you  with,  and  that  the  privy  council 
of  this  kingdom  obliged  a  merchant  in  England  to 
receive  this  mixed  money  for  goods  tranfmitted  hi- 
ther. 

But  this  proceeding  is  rejected  by  all  the  heft 
lawyers,  as  contrary  to  law,  the  privy  council  here 
having  no  iuch  legal  power.  And,  beilcles,  it  is  to 
be  considered,  that  the  QJJEEN  was  then  under 
great  difficulties  by  a  rebellion  in  this  kingdom  affiftcd 
from  Spain  ;  and  whatever  is  done  in  great  exigen- 
cies and  dangerous  times,  iliouki  never  be  an  ex- 
ample to  proceed  by  in.  fbafons  of  peace  and  quiet- 
nej's. 

I  will  now,    mv  dear  friends,   to   fave  you   the 

J  4 

trouble,  fet  before  you  in  fhort,  what  the  law 
obliges  you  to  do,  and  what  it  does  not  oblige  you 
to. 

Firft,  you  are  obliged  to  take  all  money  in  pay- 
ments which  is  coined  by  the  Kivg^  >3nd  is  of  the 
Englifli  ftandard  or  weight,  provided  it  be  of  gold 
or  filver. 

•Secondly,  You  are  not  obliged  to  take  any  mo- 
ney which  is  not  of  gold  or  fiher ;  not  only  the 
halfpence  or  farthings  of  England,  but  of  any 
other  country.  And  it  is  merly  for  convenience, 

or  eafe,    that  YOU  arc  content   to  take  them  ;    be- 
*  • 

caufe  the  cufcom  ot  coining  fi\\crbalftence  and/rtr- 
things  hath  long  been  left  oil';  I  iuppoie  on  account 
of  their  being  lubject  to  be  left. 

Thirdly,  Much  lefs  are  we  obliged  to  take  thole 
vile  halfpence  of  that  fame  Wood,  by  -which  you 
muft  Icfe  almoft  eleven  pence  in  every  {hilling. 

Therefore,  my  friends,  fund  to  it  one  and  all  : 
refufe  this  filthy  train.  It  is  no  treaibn  to  rebel  a- 

VOL.  III.  U  sain  ft 
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gainft  Mr.  Wood.  His  Majeftyy  in  his  patent,  ob- 
liges no  body  to  take  thefe  halfpence  :  our  gracious 
prince  hath  no  fuch  ill  advifers  about  him  ;  or,  if 
he  had,  yet  you  fee,  the  lav.  ;  liavc  not  left  it  in  the 
Kings  power  to  force  us  tc  tube  iii-y  coin  but  what 
is  lawful,  of  right  ftandurcU  gold  and  Jt/ver. 
Therefore  you  have  nothing  to  fear. 

And  let  me,  in  the  next  place,  apply  myfelf  par- 
ticularly to  you,  who  are  the  poorer  fort  of  tra,icf- 
men.  -Perhaps  you  may  think,  you  will  not  be  ib 
great  lofers  as  the  rich, -if  thefe  halfpence  ihould 
pafs  ;  becaule  you  ffldom  fee  any  Jilver,  and  your 
cuftomers  come  to  your  lliops  or  flails  with  nothing 
but  brafs,  which  you  likewife  find  hard  to  be  got. 
But  you  may  take  my  word,  whenever  this  money 
gains  footing  among  you,  you  will  be  utterly  un- 
done. If  you  carry  thefe  halfpence  to  a  fhcp  for 
tobacco,  or  brandy,  or  any  other  thing  that  you 
want ;  the  fhopkeeper  will  advance  his  goods  ac- 
cordingly, or  elfe  he  muft  break,  and  leave  the  key 
under  the  door.  "  Do  you  think  I  will  feil  you  a 
'*  yard  of  tenpenny  ftufffor  twenty  of  Mr.  Wood's 
"  halfpence?  No,  not  under  two  hundred  at  leaft ; 
"  neither  will  I  be  at  the  trouble  of  counting,  but 
tf  weigh  them  in  a  lump."  I  will  tell  you  one 
thing  further,  that  if  Mr.  Wood's  project  fhoule^ 
take,  it  would  ruin  even  our  beggars  ;  for  when  I 
give  a  begar  a  halfpenny,  it  will  quench  his  thirft, 
or  go  a  good  way  to  fill  his  belly  ;  but  the  twelfth 
part  of  a  halfpenny  will  do  him  no  more  fervice, 
than  if  I  ihould  give  him  three  pins  out  of  my 
fleeve. 

In  fliort  thefe  halfpence  are  like  the  accurfcd 
thing,  which,  as  \hzfcnpture  tells  us,  the  children 
of  Ifrael  were  forbidden  to  touch.  They  will  run 
about  "  like  the  plague,  and  deftroy  every  one  who 
"  lays  his  hands  upon  them."  I  have  heard  fcfa- 

lars  talk  of  a  man  who   told  the  Kin?,  that  he  had 

•  j 

invented  a  way  to  torment  people,  by  putting  them 

into 


LETTER     L  231 

into  a  bull  of  brnfs  with  fire  under  It  :  but  the  prince 
put  the  projector  firit  into  his  brazen  bull  to  make 
the  experiment.  This  very  much  refembles  the 
project  of  Mr.  Wood  ;  and  the  like  of  this  may 
pofiibly  be  Mr.  Wood's  fate  ;  that  the  brafs  he  con- 
trived-to  torment  this  kingdom  with,  may  prove  his 
own  torment,  and  his  deftruction  at  laft. 

N,  B.  The.  author  of  this  paper  is  informed  by 
perfons  who  have  made  it  their  bufinefs  to  be  exa£t 
in  their  obiervations  on  the  true  value  of  thefe  half- 
pence, that  any  perfon  may  expert  to  get  a  quart  of 
twopenny  ah  for  thirty -fix  of  them. 

I  defirethat  TL\\' families  may  keep  this  paper  care- 
fully by  them  to  refrefh  their  memories,  whenever 
they  {hall  have  farther  notice  of  Mr.  Wood's  half- 
pence, or  any  other  the  like  impofture  *. 

*  At  the  found  of  the  DrapleS*  trumpet,  a  fpirit  arofe  among  the 
people,  that,  in  the  eaftern  phrafe,  was  likt  unto  a  tetnpejl  in  the  day 
of  the  whirlwind*  Every  perfon  of  every  rank,  party,  and  denomi- 
nation, was  convinced,  that  the  admifiion  of  Wood's  copper  mud 
prove  fatal  to  the  commonwealth. The  Papift,  the  Fanatic,  the  Tory, 
the  Whig,  all  lifted  themfelves  voluntiers  under  the  banner  of  M,  .5. 
Drafter,  and  were  3,1  equally  zealous  to  ferve  the  common  csufe. 
Much  heat,  and  many  fiery  fpeeches  againft  the  aiminiilra  ion,  \vete 
the  conftquence  of  this  union  :  nor  had  the  flames  been  allayed, 
notwithstanding  threats  and  proc'amations,  had  not  the  coin  bfen  to- 
tally fupprefied,  and  had  not  Wood  withdrawn  his  patent.  Orrery, 
See  the  note  at  the  end  of  letter  5. 


IT  2  LET- 


232  THE  DRAPIER's  LETTERS. 


3 


LETTER    II. 


A  LETTER  to  Mr.  HARDING  the  printer, 
upon  occafion  of  a  paragraph  in  his  news- 
paper of  Auguft  i.  1724,  relating  to  Mr. 

WOOD'S  Half  f 


IN  your  news-letter  of  the  ift  inftant  there  is  a 
paragraph,  dated  from  London,  July  25.  re- 
lating to  Wood's  halfpence  ;  whereby  it  is  plain, 
what  I  foretold  in  my  letter  to  the  Jbopkeepsrs,  &c. 
that  this  vile  fellow  would  never  be  at  reft  ;  and 
that  the  danger  of  our  ruin  approaches  nearer; 
and  therefore  the  kingdom  requires  new  and  frefb 
"warning.  However,  I  take  this  paragraph  to  iTe, 
in  a  great  mealurc,  an  imposition  upon  the  public  ; 
at  leaft  I  hope  fo,  becaufe  I  am  informed  that 
Wood  is  generally  his  own  news-writer.  I  cannot 
but  obferve  from  that  paragraph,  that  this  public 
enemy  of  ours,  not  fatisfied  to  ruin  us  with  'his 
trafb,  takes  every  occafion  to  treat  this  kingdom 
with  the  utmoit  contempt.  He  reprefents  "  feve- 
•J  ral  of  our  merchants  and  traders  upon  examina- 
"  tion  before  a  committee  of  council,  agreeing, 
*•  that  there  was  the  utmoft  neceility  of  copper  - 
<(  money  here,  before  his  patent  ;  fo  that  feveral 
*'  gentlemen  have  been  forced  to  tally  with  their 
"  workmen,  and  give  them  bits  of  cards  fealed 
'  '  and  fubfcribed  with  their  names."  What  then?  If  a 
phyfician  prescribe  to  a  patient  &dram  of  phyfic,  fliall 
a  rafcal  apothecary  cram  him  with  a  pound,  and  mix 
it  up  with  po'ifon  ?  and  is  not  a  landlord's  hand  and 
fcal  to  his  own  labourers  a  better  fecurity  for  five 
or  ten  {hillings,  than  W'ood's  brafs,  ten  times  be- 

low 
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low  the  real  value,  can  be   to   the   kingdom  for  aa 
hundred  and  eight  thoufand  pounds  ? 

But  who  are  thefe  merchants  and  traders  o/' Ireland 
that  made  this  report  of  "  the  utmoft  neceility  we 
il  are  under  for  copper-money  ?"  They  are  only  a 
few  betrayers  of  their  country,  confederates  with 
Wood,  from  whom  they  are  to  purchafe  a  great 
quantity  of  his  coin,  perhaps  at  half  the  price  that 
we  are  to  take  it,  and  vend  it  among  us,  to  the 
ruin  of  the  public,  and  their  own  private  advan- 
tages. Are  not  thefe  excellent  wiinelles,  upon 
whofe  integrity  the  fate  of  the  kingdom  mull  de- 
pend, evidences  in  their  o\vii  cauie,  and  fharers  in. 
this  work  of  iniquity  ? 

If  we  could  have  deferved  the  liberty  of  coining 
for  ou delves,  as  we  formerly  did,  and  why  we  have 
it  nor,  is  every  body's  Bonder  as  luell  as  mi?iet  ten. 
thoufand  pounds  might  have  been  coined  here  in 
Dublin  of  only  one  fifth  below  the  intrinfic  value, 
and  this  fum,  with  the  frock  of  halfpence  we  then 
had,  would  have  been  Sufficient ;  but  Wood,  by  his 
emiiiaries,  enemies  to  GOD  and  this  kingdom,  hath, 
taken  care  to  buy  up  as  many  of  our  old  halfpence 
as  he  could  ;  and  from  thence  the  preient  want  of 
change  arifes  ;  to  remove  which,  by  Mr.  Wood's 
remedy,  would  be  to  cure  a  fcratch  on  the  linger 
by  cutting  off  the  arm.  But  fuppofing  there  were 
not  one  farthing  of  change  in  the  whole  nation,  I 
will  maintain,  that  five  and  twenty  thoufand  pounds 
would  be  a  fum  fully  fufficient  to  aniwer  all  our  oc- 
cafions.  1  am  no  inconfiderable  fliopkeeper  in  this 
town  :  I  have  difcourfed  with  feveral  of  my  own, 
and  other  trades,  with  many  gentlemen  both  of 
citv  and  country  and  ?.lfo  with  preat  numbers  of 

•>  J   '  O 

farmers,  cottagers,  and   labourers,  who  all  agree, 

•d:;it  two  {hillings  in  change  for  every  family  would 

i 
be  more  than  necelTary  in  all  dealings.     Now,  by 

the  lare.cft  computation  (even  before  that  grievous 

*— •  A.  t_> 
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difcouragement  of  agriculture  *,  which  hath  fo 
much  leilened  our  numbers)  the  ibuls  in  this  king- 
dom are  computed  to  be  one  million  and  a  half : 
which,  allowing  fix  to  a  family,  makes  two  hundred 
.ind  fif:y  thousand  families,  and  confequently  two 
{hillings  to  each  family  will  amount  only  to  five 
and  twenty  thoufand  pounds  ;  whereas  this  kofieft, 
liberal,  hardivareman,  Wood,  would  impofe  upon 
tis  above  four  times  that  ium. 

Your  paragraph  relates  further,  that  Sir  Ifaac 
Newton  reported  an  affay  taken  at  the  Tower  of 
Wood's  metal  ;  by  which  it  appears,  that  Wood 
had  in  nil  refpedls  performed  bis  contrail.  His  con- 
tract !  with  whom  ?  was  it  with  the  parliament  or 
people  of  Ireland  ?  are  not  they  to  be  the  pur- 
chafers  ?  but  they  deteft,  abhor,  and  reject  it  as 
corrupt,  fraudulent,  mingled  with  dirt  and  trafh. 
Upon  which  he  grows  angry,  goes  to  law,  and  will 
impofe  his  goods  upon  us  by  force. 

i '-at  your  news-letter  fays,  that  an  affay  was  made 
c  the  coin.  Iio\v  impudent  and  infupportable  is 
this  Wood  takes  care  to  coin  a  dozen  or  two 
Kilfpence  of  good  "metal,  fends  them  to  the  Tower, 
and  they  are  approved,  and  thefe  mufc  anfwer  all 
that  he  hath  already  coined,  or  {hall  coin  for  the 
future.  It  is  true  indeed,  that  a  gentleman  often 
fends  to  my  fliop  for  a  pattern  of  fluff;  I  cut  it 
fairly  off,  and,  if  he  likes  it,  he  comes,  or  fends, 
and  compares  the  patiern  with  the  whole  piece,  and 
probably  we  come  to  a  bargain.  But  if  I  were  to 
buy  an  hundred  fheep,  and  the  grazier  fhould  bring 
me  one  fingle  wether,  fat  and  well  fle  .d,  by  way 
of  pattern,  and  expect  the  fame  price  round  for  the 
whole  hundred,  wuhout  fmTerm^  me  to  fee  them 
before  he  was  paid,  or  giving  me  good  iecniit\  to 
reftore  my  money  for  what  v  ,re  lean,  ory/iw;;,  or 
fcabby,  I  would  be  none  of  his  cuftomer,  I  have 

*  Fcn.<ap:;  the  prohibition  fYcm  ploughing. 

heard 
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heard  of  a  man  who  had  a  mind  to  fell  his  houfe, 
and  therefore  carried  a  piece  of  brick  in  his  pocket, 
which  he  {hewed  as  a  pattern  to  encourage  pur- 
chafers  ;  and  this  is  directly  the  cafe  in  point  with 
Mr.  Wood's  affiiy. 

The  next  part  of  the"  paragraph  contains  Mr. 
"Wood's  voluntary  propofals  for  preventing  any  fur - 
ter  objections  or  apprehenjions. 

His  fir  ft  propofal  is,  "  That  whereas  he  hath 
"  already  coined  feveriteen  thoufand  pounds,  and 
"  has  copper  prepared  to  make  it  up  forty  thou- 
"  fand  pounds,  he  will  be  content  to  coin  no  more, 
"  unlefs  the  EXIGENCIES  OF  TRADE  REQJJIRE 
"  IT,  although  his  patent  impowers  him  to  coin 
"  a  far  greater  quantity." 

To  which  if  I  were  to  anfwer,  it  fliould  be  thus  : 
Let  Mr.  Wood  and  his  crew  of  founders  and  tink- 
ers coin  on,  till  there  is  not  an  old  kettle  left  in  the 
kingdom  ;  let  them  coin  old  leather,  tobacco-pipe- 
clay, or  the  dirt  in  the  ftreet,  and  call  their  trum- 
pery by  what  name  they  pleafe,  from  a  guinea  to  a 
farthing  ;  we  are  not  under  any  concern  to  know 
how  he  and  his  tribe  of  accomplices  think  fit  to 
employ  themfelves.  But  I  hope,  and  truft,  that 
we  are  all  to  a  man  fully  determined  to  have  no- 
thing to  do  with  him  or  his  ware. 

The  King  has  given  him  a  patent  to  coin  half- 
pence, but  hath  not  obliged  us  to  take  them  ;  and 

I  have  already  fhewn  in  my  letter  to  the  foopkeepers, 
<&c.  that  the  law  hath  not  left  left    it  in  the  power 
of  the  prerogative  to  compel  the  fubject  to  take  any 
money,  befides  gold  and  {liver  of  the  right  fterling 
and  ftandard. 

Wood  further  propofes,  (if  I  underiland  him 
right,  for  his  expreiiions  are  dubious),  that  '"  he 
"  will  not  coin  above  forty  thoufand  pounds,  un- 

II  lefs  the  exigencies  of  trade  require  it."     Firnr,  I 
obferve  that  this  Aim  of  forty  thoufand  pounds  is  al- 
ii double  to  what  I  proved  to  be  fufncknt  for  the 

whole 
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whole  kingdom,  although  we  had  not  one  of  our 
old  half-pence  left.  Again,  I  aik,  who  is  to  be 
judge  when  the  (i  exigencies  of  trade  require  it  r" 
Without  doubt  he  means  hlmfelf ;  for  as  to 
us  of  this  poor  kingdom,  who  muft  be  ut- 
terly ruined  if  this  project  fiiould  fucceed,  we 
were  never  once  confuked  till  the  matter  was 
over,  and  he  will  jud^e  of  our  exigencies  by 
Ills  own;  neither  will  thefe  be  ever  at  an  end, 
till  he  and  his  accomplices  ihall  think  they  have 
enough :  And  it  now  appears  that  he  will  not  be 
content  with  all  our  gold  and.  filver,  but  intends 
to  buy  tin  our  goods  and  manufactures  with  the 
fame  coin. 

I  ih .ill  not  enter  into  examination  of  the  prices 
for  which  he  now  propofes  to  fell  his  halfpence, 
or  what  he  calls  his  copper,  by  the  pound  •  I  have 
faid  enough  of  it  in  my  former  letter,  and  it  hath 
likewife  been  considered  by  others.  It  is  certain, 
that  by  his  own  iirfu  computation  we  were  to  pay 
three  Ihillings  for  what  was  intriniically  worth  but 
one,altho'  it  had  been  of  the  true  weigh:  and  ftand- 
ard  for  which  he  pretended  to  have  contracted  ! 
but  there  is  (o  great  a  difference  both  in  weight  and 
badnefs  in  feveral  of  his  coins,  that  forne  of  them 
have  been  nine  in  ten  below  the  intriniic  value,  and 
moit  of  them  fix  or  feven. 

His  lad  propofal  being  of  a  peculiar  Itrain  and 
nature,  defer ves  to  be  very  particularly  conficiered, 
both  on  account  of  the  matter  and  the  ftyle.  It  is 
as  follows. 

<f  Laftly,  Tn  confederation  of  the  direful  nppre- 
"  henfions  which  prevail  in  Ireland,  that  Mr. 
"  Wood  vvill  by  fuch  coinage  drain  them  of  their 
"  gold  and  filver  ;  he  propofes  to  take  their  manu- 
*l  facUrres  in  exchange,  and  that  no  perfon  be  ob- 
*<  liged  to  receive  more  than  five  pence  halfpenny 
*'  at  one  payment/' 


LETTER    II.  237 

Firft,  Obferve  this  little  impudent  bardwareman 
turning  into  ridicule  the  direful  apprehenjions  of  a 
whole  kingdom,  priding  himfelf  as  the  caufe  of  them, 
and  daring  to  prescribe  (what  no  king  of  England 
ever  attempted)  how  far  a  whole  nation  ihall  be 
obliged  to  take  his  brafs  coin.  And  he  has  reafon 
to  infult :  for  fure  there  never  was  an  example  in 
hi/lory  of  a  great  kingdom  kept  in  awe  for  above  a 
year,  in  daily  dread  of  utter  deftruction,  not  by  a 
powerful  invader  at  the  head  of  twenty  thoufand 
men,  not  by  a  plague  or  a  famine,  not  by  a  tyran- 
nical prince  (for  we  never  had  one  more  gracious) 
or  a  corrupt  adminiftration,  but  by  one  fingle,  di- 
minutive, infipnificant  mechanic. 

'  O 

But  to  go  on  :  To  remove  our  dir eful apprekcn- 
fans,  that  be  "will  drain  us  of  our  gold  and  Jilver  by 
bis  coinage^  this  little  arbitrary  mock-monarch  rncfl 
graciouily  offers  to  take  our  many  failures  in  exchange. 
Are  our  Irifh  understandings  indeed  fo  low  in  his 
opinion  ?  Is  not  this  the  \7ery  mifery  we  complain 
of,  that  his  curfed  project  will  put  us  under  the  ne- 
ceility  of  felling  our  goods  for  what  is  equal  to  no- 
thing ?  How  would  fuch  a  propofal  found  from 
France  or  Spain,  or  any  other  country  with  which 
we  traffic,  if  they  fhould  offer  to  deal  with  us  only 
iipon  this  condition,  that  we  fliould  take  their  mo- 
ney at  ten  times  higher  than  the  intrinlic  value  ? 
Does  Mr.  Wood  think,  for  inftance,  that  we  will 
fell  him  a  ftone  of  wool  for  a  parcel  of  his  count- 
ers not  worth  iixpence,  when  we  can  fend  it  to  Eng- 
land, and  receive  as  many  ihillings  in  gold  and  //'/- 
ver  f  Surely  there  was  never  heard  fuch  a  com- 
pound of  impudence,  villainy,  and  folly. 

His  propofals  conclude  with  perfect  h'gh-treafon. 
He  promifes,  that  no  per  fin  .{ball  be  obliged  to  receive 
more  than  Jive  pence  halfpenny  of  bis  coin  in  one  fay- 
went.  By  which  it  is  plain,  that  he  pretends  to  ob- 
lige every  fubjecl  in  this  kingdom  to  take  fo  much 
in  every  payment,  if  it  be  offered;  whereas  his 

patent 
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patent  obliges  no  man,  nor  can  the  prerogative  by 
law  claim  fuch  a  power,  as  I  have  often  obferved; 
fo  that  here  Mr.  Wood  takes  upon  him  the  entire 
legijlaiwe^  and  an  abfqlute  dominion  over  the  pro- 
perties of  the  whole  nation. 

Good  God  !  who  are  are  this  wretch's  advifen  ? 
who  are    his  fupportcrs,    abettors,    enconragers,   or 
Jbarers  ?  Mr.  Wood  will  oblige  me  to  take  five  pence 
halfpenny  of  his  brafs  in  every  payment.     And  I 
will  fhoot  Mr.  Wood  and  his  deputies  through  the 
head  like  highwaymen  or  houje -breakers,  if  they  dare 
to  force  one  farthing  of  their  coin  on   me  in  the 
payment  of  an  hundred   pounds.     It  is  no  lofs  of 
honour  to  fubmit  to  the  lion  ;  but  who,  with  the  fi- 
gure of  a   many  can   think  with  patience  of  being 
devoured  alive  by  a  rat  ?  He  has  laid  a  tax  upon 
the  people  of  Ireland  of  feventeen  {hillings  at  kail 
in  the  pound  :  a  tax,  I  fay,  not  only  upon   lands, 
but  intereft-money,  goods,    manufactures,  the  hire 
of  handicraftfmen,  labourers,  and  fervants.  Shop- 
keepers, look  to  yourfelves  !  Wood  will  oblige  and 
force  you  to  take  five  pence  halfpenny  of  his  trafh, 
in  every  payment ;  and  many  of  you  receive  twen- 
ty, thirty,  forty  payments   in  one  clay,  or  elfe  you 
can  hardly  find  bread :  and  pray  coniider  how  much 
that  will  amount  to    in   a  year ;  twenty  times  five 
pence   halfpenny  is  nine  fhillings  and   two  pence, 
which  is  above  a  hundred  and  fixty  pounds  a-year, 
wherein  you  will  be  lofers  of  at  leaft  one  hundred 
and  forty  pounds  by  taking  your  payments  in  his 
money.     If  any  of  you  be  content  to  deal  with  Mr. 
Wood  on  fuch  conditions,  they  may  ;  but  for  my 
own   particular,  ht  bis  money  periJJj  with  him.     If 
the  famous   Mr.  Hambden  rather  chole  to    go   to 
prifon,  than  pay  a  few  ihiilings  to  King  Charles  I. 
without  authority   of   parliament ;     I  will   rather 
chufe  to  be  hanged  than  have  alt  my  fubftance  tax- 
ed at   feventeen  ildllings  in  the  pound  at  the  arbi- 
trary will  and  pleaiv.re  of  the  venerable  Mr.  Wood. 

The 
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The  paragraph  concludes  thus  :  "  N.  B.  (that  is 
"  to  fay ,  noca  bene,  or  mark  well).  No  evidence  ap- 
<c  peared  from  Ireland,  or  elfewhere,  to  prove  the 
te  mifchiefs  complained  of,  or  any  abufes  whatfoe- 
"  ver  committed  in  the  execution  of  the  faid 
t(  grant." 

The  impudence  of  this  remark  exceeds   all   that 
went  before.     Firft,   tiie  houfe  of  Commons  in  Ire- 
land, which    reprefents   the    whole    people  of  the 
kingdom  ;   and  lecondly,  the  privy  council  addrefT- 
ed  his  Majefty  againft  theie  halfpence  :  what  could 
be  done  more  to  exprefs  the  univerfal  fenfe  of  the 
nation  ?    If  his   copper  were  diamonds,    and   the 
kingdom  were  entirely  againft  it,  would  not  that  be 
fufficient    to   reject   it  ?  Muft   a  committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  our  whole  privy- 
council,  go    over   to    argue  pro  and   con  with   Mr. 
Wood  ?    To  what  end  did  the  King  give  his  patent 
for  coining  halfpence  in  Ireland  ?  Was  it  not,   be- 
caufe  it  was  reprefented  to  his  Sacred  Majefty,  that 
fuch  a  coinage  would  be  of  advantage  to  the  good 
of  this  kingdom,  and  of  all  his  fubjec'ts  here  ?  It  is 
to    the   patentee's   peril,    if  his    reprefentation    be 
falfe,  and  the  execution  of  his  patent  be  fraudulent 
and  corrupt.     Is  he  ib  wicked  and  fooliih  to  think, 
that  this  patent  was  given  him  to  ruin  a  million  and 
a  half  of  people,  that  he  might  be  a  gainer  of  three 
or  four  fcore  thoufand  pounds  to  hiinfclf  ?  Before  he 
was  at  the  charge  of  pafling  a  patent,  much  more  of 
raking  up  fo  much  filthy  drofs,  and  ftamping  it  with 
his  Majefty's  image  aridfvperfcription,  ihould  he  not 
firft  in    common    fenfe,    in   common    equity,    and 
common    manners,    have    coniulted  the    principal 
party  concerned  ;   that  is  to  fay,  the   people  of  the 
kingdom,  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  or   Commons,  or 
the  privy-council  r  If  any  foreigner  fhould  iiik  us, 
ivhoj'e    image   and  Jubfcription    lb<re    is   en    Wood's 
coin?    we    ihould  be  aihamed  to  tell  him,  it  was 
Ciefar's.     In  that  great  want  of   copper  halfpence, 

which 


240  THE  DRAPIER's  LETTERS. 

which  he  alledges  we  were,  our  city  fct  up  oi»r 
far's  *  ftatue  in  excellent  copper,  at  an  expenfe  that 
is  equal  in  value  to  thirty  thoufand  pound  of  his 
coin ;  and  we  will  not  receive  his  image  in  worfe 
metal, 

I  obferve  'many  of  our  people  putting  a  melan- 
choily  cafe  on  this  fuhjecl:.  It  is  true,  fay  they,  we 
are  all  undone  if  Wood's  halfpence  muft  pafs  : 
but  what  ihall  we  do  if  his  Majefty  puts  out  a  pro- 
clamation commanding  us  to  take  them  ?  This  hath 

O 

been  often  dinned  in  my  ears.  But  I  deilre  my 
countrymen  to  be  allured  that  there  is  nothing  in 
it.  The  king  never  iiTues  out  a  proclamation  but 
to  injoin  what  the  law  permits  him.  He  will  not 
iiTue  out  a  proclamation  againil  ia.iv  ;  or  if  fuch  a 
thing  fhould  happen  by  a  miftake,  we  are  no  more 
obliged  to  obey  it  than  to  run  our  heads  into  the 
fire.  Beildes,  his  Majefty  will  never  command  us 
by  a  proclamation,  what  he  does  not  offer  to  com- 
mand us  in  the  patent  itil-lf.  There  he  leaves  it  to 
our  discretion  ;  ib  that  our  deftruclion  rnuft  be  en- 
tirely owing  to  ourfelves.  Therefore  let  no  man 
be  afraid  of  a  proclamation,  which  will  never  be 
granted  ;  and  if  it  Ihould,  yet  upon  this  occafion 
will  be  of  no  force.  The  King's  revenues  here  are 
near  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds  a-year.  Can 
you  think  his  ministers  will  advife  him  to  take  them 
in  Wood's  brafs,  which  will  reduce  the  value  to  fif- 
ty thoufand  pounds  ?  England  gets  a  million  Ster- 
ling by  this  nation  ;  which,  if  this  project  goes  on, 
will  be  almoft  reduced  to  nothing  :  and  do  you 
think  thofe  who  live  in  England  upon  Irilh  eftates, 
will  be  content  to  take  an  eighth  or  tenth  part  by 
being  paid-in  Wood's  drofs  ? 

If  Wood  and  his  confederates  were  not  convin- 
ced of  our  ftupidityxhey  never  would  have  at- 
tempted fo  audacious  an  cnterprife.  He  now  fees 

*   An  equefirian  flaiuc  of  George  I,  at  Efilx-bridge,    Dublin. 
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a  fpirit  hath  been  raifed  againft  him,  and  he  only 
watches  till  it  begins  to  flag  :  he  goes  about  -toarck- 
i?2<j  when  to  devour  us.  He  hopes  we  {hall  be  wea- 
ry of  contending  with  him  ;  and  at  laft  out  of  ig- 
norance or  fear,  or  of  being  perfectly  tired  with 
oppofition.  we  fhali  be  forced  to  yield  :  and  there- 
fore, I  confefs,  it  is  my  chief  endeavour  to  keep  up 
your  fpirits  and  refentments.  If  I  tell  you  there  is 
a  precipice  under  you,  and  that  if  you  go  forwards 
you  will  certainly  break  your  necks  ;  if  I  point  to  it 
before  your  eyes,  muft  I  be  at  the  trouble  of  re- 
peating it  every  morning  ?  Are  our  people's  hearts 
•wax-ed grofs?  are  their  ears  dull  of  hearing?  and 
have  they  clofed  their  eyes  ?  I  fear  there  are  fome  few- 
vipers  among  us,  who  for  ten  or  twenty  pounds 
gain  would  fell  their  fouls  and  their  country  ;  al- 
though at  laft  it  ihoulci  end  in  their  own  ruin,  as 
well  as  ours.  Be  not  like  the  deaf  adder •,  lubo  t'efuf- 
ctb  to  hear  the  vo'uc  of  tht  charmer,  ckann  he  luver 
*  fo  uifi-'y. 

Although  my  letter  may  be  directed  to  you,  Mr. 
Harding,  yet  I  intend  it  for  all  my  countrymen.  I 
have  no  intcrcft  in  this  affair,  but  what  is  common 
to  the  public.  I  can  live  bettter  than  many  others: 
I  have  fome  gold  and  lilver  by  me,  and  a  ihop  well 
furnifhed  ;  and  I  ihall  be  able  to  make  a  fhift,  when 
many  of  my  betters  are  ftarvmg.  But  I  am  griev- 
ed to  fee  the  coldnefs  and  indifference  of  many 
people,  with  whom  I  difcpurfe.  Some  are  afraid 
of  a  proclamation  :  others  ihrug  up  their  il.ould- 
ers,  and  cry,  "WJv.it  would  you  have  us  to  do  ?  Some 
give  out,  there  is  no  danger  at  all;  others  are  com- 
forted, that  it  will  be  a  common  calamity,  and  they 
ihali  fare  no  v/orfe  than  their  neighbours.  Will  a 

O 

man  who  hears  midnight  robbers  at  his  door,  get 
out  of  bed  and  raife  his  family  for  a  common  de- 
fence ;  and  ihall  a  whole  kingdom  lie  in  a  lethargy, 
while  Mr.  Wood  comes  at  the  head  of  his  confe- 
derates to  rob  d-em  of  all  they  have,  to  ruin  lib  in:d 
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our  poftei  ity  for  ever  ?  If  a  highwayman  meets  you 
on  the  road,  you  give  him  your  money  to  fave  your 
life ;  but  God  be  thanked,  Mr.  Wood  cannot 
touch  a  Inir  of  your  heads.  You  have  all  the  laws 
of  God  and  man  en  your  fide  ;  when  he  or  his  ac- 
complices oifer  you  his  drofs,  it  is  but  laying  No, 
and  you  are  iafe.  If  a  madman  ihould  come  into 
my  {hop  with  a  handful  of  dirt  raked  out  of  the 
kennel,  and  oifer  it  in  payment  for  ten  yards  of 
Ihvfr",  I  would  pity  or  laugh  at  him  ;  or  if  his  be- 
haviour deferred  it,  kick  him  out  of  my  doors. 
And  if  Mr.  Wood  comes  to  demand  my  gold  and 
filyer,  or  Commodities  for  which  I  have  paid  my 
gold  and  iilver,  in  exchange  for  his  trafli,  can  he 
.deferve  or  expect  better  treatment  P 

When  the  evil  day  is  come,  (if  it  muft  come), 
let  us  mark  and  oblerve  thoie  who  preiume  to  of- 
fer th.de  halfpence  in  payment.  Let  their  names, 
and  trades,  and  places  of  abode,  be  made  public, 
that  every  one  may  be  aware  of  them,  as  betrayers 
of  their  country,  and  confederates  with  Mr.  Wood. 
Let  them  be  watched  at  markets  and  fairs  ;  and  let 
the  fir  ft  honeft  dilcoverer  give  the  word  about, 
that  Mr.  Wood's  halfpence  have  been  offered,  and 
.caution  the  poor  innocent  people  not  to  receive 
them. 

Perhaps  I  have  been  too  tedious ;  but  there  would 
never  be  an  end,  if  I  attempted  to  fay  all  that  this 
melancholy  fubjecT:  will  bear.  I  will  conclude  with 
humbly  offering  one  propofal ;  which,  if  it  were 
put  into  practice,  would  blow  up  this  deftruclive 
proje6t  at  once.  Let  fome  ikilful,  judicious  pen 
•  draw  up  an  advertifement  to  the  following .parpofe. 

"  Whereas  one  William  Wood,  .hardwareman, 
"  now  or  lately  fojourning  in  the  city  of  London, 

hath  by  many  mifreprefentations,  procured  a 
"  patent  for  coining  an  hundred  and  eight  thou- 
"  iand  pounds  in  copper  halfpence  for  this  king- 
t£  dom. ;  which  is  a.fum  live  times  greater  than  our 

•"  cccafions 
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occaiions  require  :  And  whereas  it  is  notorious, 
that  the  faid  Wood  hath  coined  his  halfpence  of 
iuch  bale  metal,  and  falfe  weight,  that  they  are 
at  leaft  fix  parts  in  fcven  below  the  real  value  : 
and  whereas  we  have  reafon  to  apprehend,  that" 
the  faid  Wood  may  at  any  time  hereafter  clan- 
deftinely  coin  as  many  more  halfpence  as  he 
pleafes  :  and  whereas  the  faid  patent  neither 
doth,  nor  can-oblige  his  Majefty's  fubjects  to  re- 
ceive the  faid  halfpence  in  any  payment,  but: 
leaves  it  to  their  voluntary  choice  :  btcaufe  by 
law  the  fubjecl  cannot  be  obliged  to  take  any 
money,  except  gold  and  filver :  and  whereas, 
contrary  to  the  letter  and  meaning  of  the  laid 
patent,  the  faid  Wood  hath  declared,  that  every 
"  perfon  iliall  be  obliged  to  take  five  pence  half- 
*'  penny  of  his  coin  in  every  payment  :  And 
"  whereas  the  Houfe  of  Commons  and  privy-council 
"  have  fever  ally  addrefled  his  Moft  Sacred  Majeity* 
"  reprefenting  the  ill  confequences  which  the  faid ' 
<f  coinage  may  have  upon  this  kingdom  :  And,laftly, 
whereas  it  is  univerfally  agreed,  that  the  whole 
nation  to  a  man  (except  Mr  .Wood,  and  his  confe- 
derates) are  in  the  utmoft  appreheniion  of  the  rui- 
nous confequences  that  mufl  follow  from  the  faid 
coinage  ;  therefore  we,  whcfe  names  are  under- 
written, being  perfons  of  confiderable  eftates  in 
this  kingdom,  and  refiders  therein,  do  unani- 
moufly  refolve  and  declare,  that  we  will  never 
receive  one  farthing  or  halfpenny  of  the  faid 
Wood's  coining  ;  and  that  we  will  direct  all  our 
tenants  to  refuie  the  faid  coin  from  any  perfon 
whatfoever  ;  of  which  that  they  may  not  be  ig- 
norant, we  have  fent  them  a  copy  of  this  adver- 
tifement  to  be  read  to  them  by  our  ftewards,  re- 
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ceivers," 


I  could  wiih,  that  a  paper  of  this  nature  might 
be  drawn  up,  and  figned  by  two  or  three  hundred 
principal  gentlemen  of  this  kingdom  ;  and  printed 

X  2  copies 
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copies  thereof  fent  to  their  feveral  tenants.  I  am 
deceived  if  any  thing  could  iooner  defeat  this  exe- 
crable deiu;n  of  Wood.  This  would  immediately 
give  the  alarm,  and  let  the  kingdom  on  their  guard ; 
this  would  give  courage  to  the  meaneft  tenant  and 
cottager.  How  long^  0  Lord,  righteous  and  tnte, 
&c. 

I  muft  tell  you  in  particular,  Mr.  Harding,  that 
you  are  much  to  blame.  Several  hundred  per- 
ibns  have  inquired  at  your  houie  for  my  letter  to 
the  Jbopkeepers,  &c.  and  you  had  none  to  fell  them. 
Pray  keep  yourfelf  provided  with  chat  letter.,  and 
with  this  :  you  have  got  very  well  by  the  former  ; 
but  I  did  not  then  write  for  your  lake,  any  more 
than.  I  do  now.  Pray  advertife  both  in  every  news- 
paper ;  and  let  it  not  be  your  fault  or  inine.,  if  our 
countrymen  will  not  take  warning.  I  delire  you 
likewi'fe  to  fell  them  as  cheap  as  you  can. 


/  am  your  fervant, 

M.  B. 


Aug.  4.  1724. 
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Some  OBSERVATION  S  upon  a  paper 
called,  Ths  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Moft  Honourable  the-  Privy  Council  of  Eng- 
land, relating  to  Wood's  halfpence. 

To    the  Nobility  and  Gentry  of  the  kingdom   of 

Ireland. 

TT  TAving  already  written  two  letters  to  the  peo- 
%"  pie  of  my  own  level  and  condition,  and  ha- 
ving now  very  preiling  occailon  for  writing  a  third", 
I  thought  I  could  not  more  properly  addrefs  it  than 
to  your  Lordjhlps  and  P/orJbifs. 

The  occafion  is  this  :  A  printed  paper  was  fent  to 
me  on  the  i8th  initant,  int:tled,  "  A  report  of  the 
*"*  committee  of  the  Lords  of  his  Majefty's  Moft 
•*f  Honourable  Privy  Council  in  England,  relating 
4i  to  Mr.  Wood's  halfpence  and  farthings."  There 
is  no  mention  made  where  the  paper  was  printed  ; 
but  I  iuppoie  it  to  have  been  in  Dublin:  and  I  have 
been  told,  that  the  copy  did  not  come  over  in  the 
Gazette,  but  in  the  London  Journal,  or  fome  o- 
ther  print  of  no  authority  or  coniequence.  And, 
for  any  tiling  that  legally  appears  to  the  contrary,  it 
may  be  a  contrivance  to  ft  ighi  us  ;  or  a  proje£l  of 
fome  printer,  who  hath  a  mind  to  make  a  penny 
by  publilhing  fomething  upon  a  fubject  which  now 
employs  all  our  thoughts  in  this  kingdom.  Mr. 
Wood,  in  publifhing  this  paper,  would  iniinuate 
to  the  world,  as  it  the  committee  had  a  greater 
.-concern  for  his  credit  and  private  emolument,  than  : 

X  3  for 
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for  the  honour  of  the  privy -council,  and  both  houfes 
cf  parliament  here,  and  for  the  quiet  and  welfare  of 
this  whole  kingdom  ;  for  it  feems  intended  a  vin- 

O  ' 

dication  of  Mr.  Wood,  not  without  feveral  fevere 
reflections  on  the  houfes  of  Lords  and  Commons  of 
Ireland. 

The  whole  is  indeed  written  with  the  turn  and 
air  of  a  pamplet  ;  as  if  it  were  a  difpute  between 
William  Wood,  on  the  one  part,  and  the  lords  ju f- 
lices,  privy-council,  and  both  honfes  of  parliament, 
on  the  other;  the  delign  of  it  being  to  clear  Wil- 
liam Wood,  and  to  charge  the  other  iicle  with  caft- 
ing  rafli  and  groundless  afperfions  upon  him. 

But  if  it  be  really  what  the  title  imports,  Mr. 
Wood  hath  treated  the  committee  with  great  rude- 
nefs,by  publishing  an  act  of  theirs  in  fo  unbecoming 
a  manner,  without  their  leave,  and  before  it  was 
communicated  to  the  government  and  privy  -council 
of  Ireland,  to  whom  the  committee  advifed  that  it 
ihould  be  transmitted.  But,  with  all  deference  be 
it  ipoken,  I  do  not  conceive  that  a  report  of  a  com- 
.  mittee  of  the  council  in  England  is  hitherto  a  law  in 
cither  kingdom  ;  and  until  any  point  is  determined 
to  be  a  law,  it  remains  difputable  by  every  fubjeft. 

This  (may  it  pleaie  your  Lord/bips  and  Worfbips) 
may  feein  a  ft  range  way  of  difcourfing  in  an  illite- 
i  .':e  fhopkeeper.  I  have  endeavoured  (although 
without  the  help  of  books)  to  improve  that  fmall 
portion  of  reafon  God  hath  been  pleafed  to  give  me ; 
and  when  reafon  plainly  appears  before  me,  I  can- 
not turn  away  my  head,  from  it.  Thus,  for  in- 
ftance,  if  any  lawyer  fhould  tell  me  .t-hat  fuch  a 
point  were  lav/,  from  which  many  grofs  palpable 
iibfurdities  mud:  follow ;  I  would  not,  I  could  not 
believe  him.  If  Sir  Edward  Coke  fhould  positively 
aflert,  (which  he  no  where  -does,  but  the  direct 
contrary),  that  a  limited  prince  could  by  preroga- 
tive oblige  hisfubjecls  to  take  half  an  ounce  of  lead, 
ftamped  with  his  image,  'for  twenty  Shillings  in 

gold, 
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eolcl.  I  mould  fwear  he  was  deceived,  or   a  deceiv- 

j_)  * 

er  ;  becaufe  a  power  like  that  would  leave  the 
whole  lives  and  fortunes  of  the  people  entirely  at 
the  mercy  of  the  monarch ;  yet  this  in  effe<5fc  is 
what  Wood  hath  advanced  in  ibme  of  his  papers, 
and  what  fufpicious  people  may  pofiibly  apprehend 
from  Come  paiTages  in  that  which  is  called  the  re- 
port. 

That  psper  mentions  *'  fnch  perfbns  to  have  been 
c<  examined,  who  were  defircms  and  willing  to  be 
<f  heard  upon  this  fubjecl."  I  am  told  they  were 

four  in  all ;   Coleby,  B ,  Mr.  Finley  the  banker, 

and  one  more,  whole  name  I  know  not.  The  fir  ft 
of  thefe  was  tried  for  robbing  the  treafury  in  Ire- 
land :  and  though  has  was  acquitted  for  want  of 
legal  proof,  yet  every  perfon  in  the  court  believed 
him  to  be  guilty. 

But,  ilnce  I  have  gone  fo  far  as  to  mention  par- 
ticular perfons,  it  may  be  Ibme  fatisfaction  to  know 
who  is  th's  Wood  himfelf,  that  has  the  honour  to 
have  a  whole  kingdom  at  his  mercy  for  almoft  two 
years  together.  I  find  lie  is  in  the  patent  intitled 
'Efqitirc,  although  he  were  unclerftood.  to  be  only  a 
hardware  man  ;  and  fo  I  have  been  bold  to  call  him 
in  my  former  letters ;  however,  a  'Squire  he  is,  not 
only  by  virtue  of  his  patent,  but  by  having  been  a 
collector  in  Shropshire  ;  where  pretending  to  have 
been  robbed,  and  fuing  the  county,  he  was  cad,  and 
for  the  infamy  of  the  fact  loft  his  employment. 

I  have  heard  another  ftory  of  this  'Squire  Wood 
from  a  very  honourable  lady,  that  one  Hamilton 
told  her.  Hamilton  was  fent  for  fix  years  ago  by 
Sir  Ifaac  Newton  to  try  the  coinage  of  four  men, 
who  then  folicited  a  patent  for  coining  halfpence 
for  Ireland  ;  their  names  were  Wood,  Coftor,  El- 
liiton,  and  Parker.  Parker  made  the  faireft  offer, 
and  Wood  the  worft ;  for  his  coin  were  three  half- 
pence in  a  pound-weight  lefs  value  than  the  other. 
By  which  it  is  plain,  with  what  intentions  he  foli- 
cited 
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cited  his  patent ;  but  not  fo  plain  how  he  obtained 
it. 

It  is  alledged  in  the  fa  id  paper  called  the  report, 
that  upon  repeated  orders  from  a  fecretary  of  ftate 
for  fending  over  fuch  papers  and  witneiies  as  fliould 
be  thought  proper  to  Jupport  the  objections  made 
again  ft  the  patent,  (by  both  houfes  of  parliament), 
"the  Lord  Lieutenant  reprefented  "  the  great  difli- 
<(  cuity  he  found  himfelf  in,  to  comply  with  thefe 
"  orders  :  that  none  of  the  principal  members  of 
"  both  houfes  who  were  in  the  King's  fervice  or 
"  council,  \vould  take  upon  them  to  advife,  how 
"  any  material  perfon,  or  papers,  might  be  fent  o- 
«•'  ver  on  this  occalion,"  6r.  And  this  is  often 


*J  no  one  per  ion  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  come 
"  over  from  Ireland  in  fupport  of  the  united  fenfe 
"  of  both  houfes  of  parliament  in  Ireland ;  efpe- 
"  cialiy  that  the  chief  difficulty  mould  arife  from 
"  a  general  appreheniion  of  a  mifcarriage,  in  an 
5<  inquiry  before  his  Majefty,  or  in  a  proceeding 
"  by  due  courfe  of  law,  in  a  cafe  where  both  hou- 
"  fes  of  parliament  had  declared  themfelves  fo  ful- 
11  ly  convinced,  and  fatisiicd  upon  evidence,  and 
'"  examinations  taken  in  the  inoft  folemn  manner." 

How  fliali  I,  a  poor  ignorant  ihopkeeper,  utterly 
unikilled  in  law,  be  able  to  anfwer  fo  weighty  an 
objection  ?  I  will  try  what  can  be  done  by  plain 
reafon,  unaffifted  by  art,  cunning,  or  eloquence. 

In  my  humble  opinion,  the  committee  of  coun- 
cil hath  already  prejudged  the  whole  cafe,  by  call- 
ing the  united  fenfe  of  both  houfes  of  parliament  in 
Ireland  an  univerfal  clamour.  Here  the  addreiTes 
of  the  Lords  and  Commons  of  Ireland  againft  a 
ruinous,  deftructive  project  of  an  obfcure,  fingle 
undertaker,  is  called  a  clamour.  I  delire  to  know, 
how  fuch  a  ftyle  would  be  refented  in  England 

from 
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from  a  committee  of  council  there  to  a  parliament ; 
and  how  many  impeachments  would  follow  upon 
it  ?  But  fuppoilng  the  appellation  to  be  proper,  I 
never  heard  of  a  wife  minister,  who  defpifed  the 
univerfal  clamour  of  a  people  ;  and  if  that  clamour 
can  be  quieted  by  dil appointing  the  fraudulent  prac- 
tice of  a  iingle  peribn,  the  purchale  is  not  exorbi- 
tant. 

But  in  anfwer  to  this  objection  fjrfr,  it  is  rnani- 
feft,  that  if  this  coinage  had  been  in  Ireland,  with 
fuch  limitations  as  have  been  formerly  fpeciiied  in 
other  patents,  and  granted  to  pcrlons  of  this  king- 
dom, or  even  of  England,  able  to  give  fufficient 
iecurity,  few  or  no  inconveniencies  could  have 
happened  As  to  Mr.  Knot's  patent  mentioned  in 
the  refo>f,  fecurity  was  given  in  to  the  exchequer, 
that  the  patentee  ihould  upon  all  demands  be  o;~»li- 
ged  to  receive  his  h-df \-e-ce  back,  and  pay  gold  or 
iliver  in  exchange  for  them.  And  lV!r.  Moor  (ro 
whom  I  fuppofe  that  patent  was  made  over)  was  in 
1694  £  reed  to  leave  off  coining  before  die  end  of 
that  year,  by  the  great  crouds  of  people  continual- 
ly offering  to  return  his  colr-r-.e  upon  him.  In 
1698  he  coined  again,  and  w.is  forced  to  give  over 
for  the  f-ime  reafon.  This  entirely  a.ters  the  cafe; 
for  there  is  no  fuch  condition  in  Wood's  patent ; 
wh'ch  condition  was  worth  a  hundred  times  all  o- 
tii.r  limitations  whatfoever. 

Put  the  cafe,  that  the  two  houfes  of  Lords  and 
Commons  of  England,  and  the  privy  cour.cil  there, 
fhould  addrefs  his  Majefty  to  recall  a  parent,  from 
whence  they  apprehended  the  moft  ruinous  confe- 
quences  to  the  whole  kingdom  ;  and  to  make  it 
ftronger  if  poflible,  that  the  whole  nation  almoft  to 
a  man  fliould  thereupon  difcover  the  moft  difmal 
apprehenlions,  (as  Mr.  Wood  ftiles  them)  ;  would 
his  Majefty  debate  half  an  hour  what  he  had  to  do  ? 
would  any  miniiler  dare  advife  him  againft  recalling 
(ijch  a  patent  ?  or  would  the  matter  be  referred  to 

the 
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the  privy  council,  or  to  Weftminfter-ha'l ;  the  two 
houfes  of  parliament  plaintiffs,  and  William  Wood 
defendant?  and  is  there  even  the  imaileft  difference 
between  the  two  cafes  ? 

Were  not  the  people  of  Ireland  born  as  free  as 
thofe  of  England  ?  how  have  they  forfeited  their 
freedom  ?  is  not  their  parliament  as  fair  a  repre- 
fentative  of  the  people  as  that  of  England  ;  and 
and  hata  not  their  privy  council  as  great,  or  a 
greater  fhare  in  the  adminiftration  of  public  affairs? 
are  not  tkey  fubjects  of  the  fame  King  ? 
does  not  the  fame  funfhine  upon  them  ? 
and  have  they  not  the  fame  God  for  their 
proteclor  ?  am  I  a  freeman  in  England,  and  do  I 
b  come  a  flave  in  iix  hours  by  croffing  the  chari- 
nc  ?  No  wonder  then  if  the  boldeft  perfons  were 
cautious  to  interpofe  in  a  matter  already  determined 
by  the  whole  voice  of  the  nation  ;  or  to  prefume  to 
reprefent  the  reprefentatives  of  the  kingdom ;  and 
were  juftly  apprehenfive  of  meeting  fuch  a  treatment 
as  they  would  defcrve  at  the  next  fcffion.  It  would 
feem  very  extraordinary,  if  an  inferior  court  in 
England  fhould  take  a  matter  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  high  court  of  parliament  during  a  proro- 
gation, and  decide  it  againft  the  opinion  of  both 
houfes. 

It  happens  however,  that  although  no  perfons 
werefo  bold  as  to  go  over  as  evidences  to  prove  the 
truth  of  the  objections  made  againft  this  patent  by 
the  high  court  of  parliament  here,  yet  thefe  ob- 
jections ftand  good,  notwithstanding  the  anfwers 
made  by  Mr.  Wood  and  his  council. 

The  report  fays,  that,  "  upon  an  aiTay  made  of 
"  the  fmenefs,  weight,  and  value  of  this  copper, 
"  it  exceeded  in  every  article."  This  is  pofiibie  e- 
nough  in  the  pieces  upon  which  the  aflay  was  made  : 
but  Wood  muft  have  failed  very  much  in  po:nt  of 
dexterity,  if  he  had  not  taken  care  to  provide  a 
fuilicicnc  quantity  of  fuch  halfpence  as  would  bear 

the 
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the  trial  ;  which  he  was  well  able  to  do,  altho* 
they  ivere  taken  out  of  federal  parcels  ;  imce  it  is 
now  plain,  that  the  bias  of  favour  hath  been 
wholly  on  his  fide. 

But  what  need  is  there  of  Jifputing,  when  we 
have  a  pofiuve  demonflration  of  Wood's  fraudu- 
lent practices  in  this  point  ?  I  have  feen  a  large 
quantity  of  thefe  halfpence  weighed  by  a  very  Jkilful 
perfon,  which  were  of  four  different  kinds,  three 
of  them  confiderably  under  weight.  I  have  now 

*  t^ 

before  me  an  exact  computation  of  the  difference 
of  weight  between  thefe  four  forts  ;  by  which  it  ap- 
pears, that  the  fourth  fort,  or  the  lighted,  differs 
from  the  firft  to  a  degree,  that  in  the  coinage  of 
three  hundred  and  fixty  tons  of  copper  the  patentee 
will  be  a  gainer,  only  by  that  difference,  of  twenty- 
four  thoufand  four  hundred  and  ninety-four 
pounds  ;  and  in  the  whole  the  public  will  be  a  lofcr 
of  eighty-two  thoufand  one  hundred  and  fixty- 
eight  pounds  fixteen  {hillings,  even  fuppofing  the 
metal  in  point  of  goodnefs  to  anfwer  Wood's  con- 
tract, and  the  affay  that  hath  been  made,  which  it 
infallibly  doth  not.  For  this  point  hath  likewife 
been  inquired  into  by  very  experienced  men  ;  who, 
upon  feverai  trials  on  many  of  thefe  halfpence,  have 
found  them  to  be  at  leaft  one  fourth  part  below  the 
real  value,  not  including  the  raps  or  counterfeits 
that  he,  or  his  accomplices,  have  already  made  of  his 
own  coin,  and  (battered about.  Now,  the  coinage  of 
three  hundred  and  fixty  tons  of  copper,  coined  by  the 
weight  of  the  fourth  or  liehttft  fort  of  his  half- 

O  \J 

pence,  will  amount  to  one  hundred  twenty-two 
•thoufand  four  hundred  eighty-eight  pounds  fix  teen 
Shillings  ;  and,  if  we  iubtracl:  a  fourth  part  of  the 
real  value  by  the  baje  mixture  in  the  metal,  we  mull 
add  to  the  public  lofs  one  fourth  part  to  be  fubtracl- 
ed  from  the  intrinfic  value  of  the  copper  ;  which 
in  three  hundred  and  lixty  tons  amounts  to  ten 
thoufand  and  eighty  pounds ;  and  this,  added  to  the 

former 
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former  rurn  of  eighty-two  thoufand  one  hundred 
Sixty-eight  pounds  iixteen  Shillings,  will  make  in  ail 
ninety-two  thoufand  two  hundred  forty-eight 
pounds  lofs  to  the  public  ;  beiides  the  raps  "or 
counterfeits  that  he  may  at  any  time  hereafter 
think  fit  to  coin.  Nor  do  I  know  whether  he  rec- 
kons the  drift  exclusive  or  inclufive  with  his  three 
hundred  and  fixty  tons  of  copper  ;  which  how- 
ever will  make  a  considerable  difference  in  the  ac- 
count. 

You  will  here  pleafe  to  obferve,  that  the  profit 
allowed  to  Wood  by  the  patent  is  twelve  pence  out 
of  every  pound  of  copper,  Valued  at  one  fhilling 
end  Sixpence,  whereas  five  pence  only  is  allowed  for 
coinage  of  a  pound  weight  for  the  EngliSh  half- 
pence ;  and  this  difference  is  almoft  i^  per  cent* 
v;hicli  is  double  to  the  highest  exchange  of  money, 
even  under  all  the  addititonal  preflures  and  obftruc- 
tions  to  trade  that  this  unhappy  kingdom  lies  at 
prefent.  This  one  circumStance,  in  the  coinage  of 
three  hundred  and  iixty  tons  of  copper,  makes  a 
difference  of  twenty-feven  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  twenty  pounds  between  Engliih  and  IriSh  half- 
pence ;  even  allowing  thole  of  Wood  to  be  all  of 
the  neaviell  Sort. 

It  is  likewiie  to  be  considered,  that  for  every 
halfpenny  in  a  pound  weight,  exceeding  the  num- 
ber directed  by  the  patent,  Wood  will  be  a  gainer 
in  the  coinage  of  three  hundred  and  fixty  tons  of 
copper,  iixteen  hundred  and  eighty  pounds  profit 
more  than  the  patent  allows  him  ;  out  of  which  he 
may  afford  to  make  his  comptrollers  e^/'y  upon  that 

*  ./  •/  A 

article. 

As  to  what  is  alledged,  that  thefe  halfpence  far 
exceed  rijc  like  coinage  for  Ireland  in  the  reigns  of 
his  Majesty's  predeceffors  ;  there  cannot  well  be  a 
more  exceptionable  way  of  arguing,  although  the 
fact  were  true  :  which  however  is  altogether  mif- 
taken,  not  by  any  fault  in  the  committee,  but  by 
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*he  fraud  and  impofition  of  Wood,  ivho  certainly 
produced  the  woiTt  patterns  he  could  find  ;  fuch  as 
were  coined  in  fmall  numbers  by  pcrmij/tons  to  pri- 
vate men,  as  butchers  halfpence  black-dogs^  and  others 
the  like  ;  or  perhaps  the  Imall  St.Patrcik's  coin,  which 
pafTech  now  for  a  farthing,  or  at  beft  fome  of  the 
imalleft  raps  of  the  lateft  kind.  For  I  have  now  by 
me  halfpence  coined  in  the  year  1680  by  virtue  of  the 
patent  granted  to  my  Lord  Dartmouth,  which  way 
renewed  to  Knox,  and  they  are  heavier  by  a  ninth 
part  than  thofe  of  Wood,  and  of  much  better 
metal ;  and  the  great  St.  Patrick's  halfpence  are  yet 
larger  than  ci  her. 

But  what  is  all  this  to  the  prefent  debate  :  if,  un- 
der the  various  exigencies  of  former  times,  by  wars, 
rebellions,  and  infurrections,  the  kings  of  England 
were  fometimes  forced  to  pay  their  armies  here  with 
mixed  or  bafe  money  ?  God  forbid  that  the  necef- 
fities  of  turbulent  times  fhoukl  be  a  precedent  for 
times  of  peace,  and  order  and  fettlement. 

In  the  patent  above  mentioned,  granted  to  Lord 
Dartmouth  in  the  reign  of  King  Charles  II.  and  re- 
newed to  Knox,  the  fecurities  given  in  to  the  exche- 
quer, obligingthe  patentee  to  receive  his  money  back 
upon  every  demand,  were  an  effectual  remedy  a- 
gainftail  inconveniencies  :  and  the  copper  was  coined 
in  our  kingdom  •  fo  that  we  were  in  no  danger  to 

V-*  *  Cf 

purchafe  it  with  the  lofs  of  all  our  filver  and  gold 
carried  over  to  another,  nor  to  be  at  the  trouble  of 
going  to  England  for  the  redrerJing  of  any  abufe. 

That  the  kings  of  England  have  exercifed  their 
prerogative  of  coining  copper  for  Ireland  and  for 
England,  is  not  the  prefent  queftion  :  but,  to  fpeak 
in  the  ftile  of  the  report,  it  would  fecm  a  little  ex- 
traordinary, fuppoiing  a  king  ihould  think  fit  to 
exercife  his  prerogative  by  coining  copper  in  Ire- 
land to  be  current  in  England,  without  referring  it 
to  his  officers  in  that  kingdom  to  be  informed, 
"whether  the  grant  were  reafonable,  and  whether 
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the  people  defireci  it  or  no,  and  without  regard  to 
the  addrefles  of  his  parliament  againft  it.  God  for- 
bid that  fo  mean  a  man  as  I  ihouid  meddle  with  the 
King's  pre-  c*  ti~<;e  :  but  I  have  heard  very  wife  men 
fay,  that  the  King's  prerogative  is  bounded  and  li- 
mited by  the  good  and  welfare  of  his  people.  I  de- 
sire to  know,  whether  it  be  not  undcrntood  and  a- 
vowed,  that  the  good  of  Ireland  was  intended  by 
this  patent  ?  But  Ireland  is  not  confulted  at  all  in 
the  matter  ;  and,  as  foon  as  Ireland  is  in- 
formed of  it,  they  declared  againft  it  :  '  The  two 
houfes  of  parliament  and  the  privy  council  addrefs 
his  Majcfty  upon  themifchiefs  apprehended  by  iuch 
a  patent;  the  privy  council  in  England  take  the 
matter  out  of  the  parliament's  cognifance ;  the  good 
of  the  kingdom  is  dropt  ;  and  it  is  now  determined, 
that  Mr.  Wood  fhall  have  the  power  of  ruining  a 
whole  nation  for  his  private  advantage. 

I  never  can  fuppofe,  that  fuch  patents  as  the-fe 
were  originally  granted  with  a  view  of  being  a  /'c/>for 
the  intereft  of  a  particular  perfon  to  the  damage  of 
the  public.  Whatever  profit  muft  arife  to  the  pa- 
ientee,  was  furely  meant  at  beft  but  as  a  feconciary 
motive  ;  and  iince  fomebody  mull  be  a  gainer,  the 
choice  of  the  perfon  was  made  either  by  favour  or 
fomething  lelfe,  or  by  the  pretence  of  merit  and  ho- 
nefty  :  this  argument  returns  fo  often  and  fo  ftrongly 
into  my  head,  that  I  cannot  forbear  frequently  re- 
peating it.  Surely  his  Majefty,  when  he  confented  to 
the  paffing  of  this  patent,  conceived  he  was  doing 
an  act  of  grace  to  his  moft  loyal  fubjecls  of  Ireland^ 
without  any  regard  to  Mr  Wood,  farther  than  as 
an  injiniment  ;  but  the  people  of  Ireland  think  this 
patent  (intended,  no  doubt  for  their  good)  to  be  a 
moft  intolerable  grievance ;  and  therefore  Mr. 
Wood  can  never  fucceed  without  an  open  avowal, 
that  his  profit  is  preferred  not  only  before 
the  intereft,  but  the  very  fafety  and  being  of 
a  great  kingdom:  and  a  kingdom  diftinguifhed  for 
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fts  loyalty  perhaps  above  all  others  upon  earth  :  not 
turned  from  its  duty  by  the  "  juriklicTion  of  the 
"  houfe  of  Lords  abolifhed  at  a  ftrcke,  by  the 
fi  hardlhij.s  of  the  a 61  of  navigation  newly  inforctd, 
ts  by  all  poffible  obftructioris  in  trade,"  and  by  a 
hundred  other  inilances,  enough  to  fill  this  paper; 
nor  was  there  ever  among  us  the  le^ift  attempt  to- 
wards an  infureclion  in  favours  of  the  pretender* 
Therefore,  whatever  juftice  a  free  people  can  claim, 
we  have  at  leaft  an  equal  title  to  it  with  our  brethren 
in  England  ;  and  whatever  grace  a  good  prince  can 
beftow  on  the  mo  ft  loyal  fir jcfls,  we  have  reafon  to 
expect  it  ;  neither  has  this  kingdom  any  \vay  de- 
ferved  to  be  facrificed  to  one  Jingle  t  rapacious,  cb- 
furff  ignominious  projector. 
Among  other  claufes  mentioned  in  this  patent  to 

fhew  how  advantageous  it  is  to  Ireland,  there  is  one 

f 
wtljch    feems  to  be   of  a  imgular  nature  :   that  the 

patentee  {hall  be  obliged,  during  his  term  "  to  pay 
"  eight  hundred  pounds  a-year  to  the  crown,  and 
"  two  hundred  pounds  a-year  to  the  comptroller." 
I  have  heard  indeed,  that  the  King's  council  do  al- 
%vays  coniider  in  the  palling  of  a.  patent,  whether  it' 
will  be  of  advantage  to  the  crown  ;  but  I  have 
likewife  heard,  that  it  is  at  the  fame  confidered, 
whether  palling  of  it  may  be  injurious  to  any  other 
perfons  or  bodies  politic  ?  However,  although 
the  attorney  and  fohcitor  be  fervants  to  the  King, 
and  therefore  bound  to  confult  his  Majefty's  inte- 
reft  ;  yet  I  am  under  fome  doubt,  whether  eight 
hundred  pounds  a-year  to  the  crown  would  be  e- 
quivalent  to  the  ruin  of  a  kingdom.  It  would  be 
far  better  for  us  to  have  paid  8000  pounds  a-year 
into  his  Majefty's  coffers  in  the  rnidft  of  all  our 
taxes,  (which  in  proportion  are  greater  in  this  king- 
dom than  ever  they  were  in  England,  even  during 
the  war),  than  purchafe  fuch  an  addition  to  the  re- 
venue at  tbe  price  of  our  titter  undoing. 

Y :  Bui 
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But  here  it  is  plain,  that  fourteen  thoufanJ1 
pounds  are  to  be  paid  by  Wood  only  as  a  finall* 
circmnjtantial  charge  for  the  purchase  of  his  patent : 
what  were  his  other  vifible  cofls  I  know  not  ;  and' 
what  were  his  latent,  is  varioufly  conjectured;  but 
he  muft  be  furely  a  man  of  fome  \vonderful  merit. 
Hath  he  faved  any  other  kingdom  at  his  own  ex- 
pence^  to  give  him  a  title  of  reimburling  himfelf 
by  the  d-ftruciion  o£  ours  ?  Hath  he  difcovered  the 
longitude,  or  the  universal  medicine  ?  No;  but  be 
hath  found  the  pbilofophcr's  Jlone  after  a  new  man- 
ner, by  debafing  of  copper,  and  refohing  to  force 
it  upon  us  for  gold. 

When  the  two  houfes  reprefented  to  his  Majeftyv 
that  this  "  patent  to  Wood  was  obtained  in  a  clan- 
'  deftine  manner/'  iurely  the  committee  could  not 
think  the  parliament  would  irrimuate,    that  it  had' 
not  pafled  in  the  common  forms,   and  run  through 
every  pffice  where  fees  and  perq-aiiites  were   due? 
They  know  very  well,  that  perfons  in  places  were 
no  enemies  to  grants  ;   and  that  the  officers  of  thej 
crown  could  not  be  kept  in  the  dark.     But  the  late 
Lord  Lieutenant  of   Ireland  *  affirmed,    it  was   a 
fecret  to  him  ;  and  who  will  doubt  of  his  veracity,, 
efpecially  when   he  fwore  to  a  perfon  of  quality, 
irom  whom  I  had  it,  that  Ireland  ihould  never  be 
Troubled  with  thefe  halfpence.     It  was  a  fecret  to 
the  people  of  Ireland,  who  were  to  be  the  only  fuf- 
fe-rers  ;  and  thofe  who  beft  know  the  ftate  of  the 
kingdom,  and  were  moft  able  to  advife  in  fuch  an 
affair,  were  wholly  ftraagers  to  it. 

It  is  allowed  by  the  report,  that  this  patent  was 
pafled  without  the  knowledge  of  the  chief  gover- 
nor, or  officers  of  Ireland  :  and  it  is  there  elabo- 
rately fhewn,  that  "  former  patents  have  pafled  in 
"  the  fame  manner,  and  are  good  in  law."  I  ihall 
cot  difpute  the  legality  of  patents,  but  am  ready  to 

#  Duke  of  Cr^f;o.% 
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fuppofe  it  in  his  Majefty's  power  to  grant  a  patent 
for  ftamping  round  bits  of  copper  to  every  iubject 
he  hath.  Therefore,  to  lay  alide  the  point  of  law, 
I  would  only  put  the  queftion,  whether  in  reafoii 
and  juftice  it  would  not  have  been  proper  in  an  af- 
fair upon  which  the  "  welfare  of  the  kingdom  dc- 
"  pends,"  that  the  {aid  kingdom  mould  have  re- 
ceived timely  notice  ;  and  the  matter  not  be  carried. 
an  between  the  patentee  and  the  officers  of  the 
crown,  who  were  to  be  the  only  gainers  by  it. 

The  parliament,  who  in  matters  of  this  nature 
are  the  moft  able  and  faithful  counfellors,  did  re- 
prefent  this  grant  to  be  "  deftructive  of  trade,  and 
"  dangerous  to  the  properties  of  the  people  :"  to 
which  the  only  anfwer  is,  That  "  the  King  hath  a 
"  prerogative  to  make  fuch  a  grant." 

It  is  affertedj  That  in  the  patent  to  Knox  his 
"  halfpence  are  made  and  declared  the  current 
"  coin  of  the  kingdom  ;"  whereas,  in  this  lo 
Wood,  there  is  only  a  "  power  given  to  IrTae  them 
"  to  fuch  as  will  receive  them."  The  authors  of 
the  report,  I  think,  do  not  affirm,  that  the  King 
can,  by  Iniu,  declare  any  thing  to  be  current  money 
by  his  letters  patents.  I  dare  fay  they  will  not  af- 
firm it  ;  and  if  Knox's  patent  contained  in  it  pow- 
ers contrary  to  law,  why  is  it  mentioned  as  a  pre- 
cedent in  his  Majefty's  "  iuft  and  merciful  reign?" 
But  although  that  claufe  be  not  in  Wood's  patent, 
yet  poftibly  there  are  others,  the  legality  whereof 
may  be  equally  doubted  ;  and  particularly  that 
whereby  "  a  power  is  given  to  William  Wood  to 
"  break  into  houfes  in  fearch  of  any  coin  made  in 
"  imitation  of  his."  This  may  perhaps  be  a  farm- 
ed to  be  illegal  and  dangerous  to  the  liberty  of  the 
fubjec~t ;  yet  this  is  a  precedent  taken  from  Knox's 
patent,  where  the  fame  power  is  granted  ;  and  is  a 
ftrong  inftance,  what  ufes  may  be  fometimes  made 
of  precedents. 

But  although,  before  the  palling  of  this  patent, 
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it  was  not  thought  neceffary  to  confult  any  perfons- 
of  this  kingdom,  or  make  the  lead  inquiry,  whe- 
ther copper  money  were  "wanting  among  us;  yet 
now  at  length,  when  the  matter  is  over,  when  the 
patent  hath  long  paired,  when  "Wood  hath  already 
coined  feventeen  thoufand  pounds,  and  hath  his 
tools  and  implements  prepared  to  cein  Jix  times  as- 
much  more,  the  committee  hath  been  pleafed  to 
make  this  affair  the  ftibjecl  of  inquiry  ;  Wood  is 
permitted  to  produce  his  evidences,  which  confift, 
as  I  have  already  obferved,  of  four  in  number, 
whereof  Coleby,  B ,  and  Mr.  Finley  the  bank- 
er, are  three.  And  thefe  were  to  prove,  that  cop- 
per money  was  extremely  wanted  in  Ireland.  The' 
tirft  had  been  out  of  the  kingdom  almoft  twenty 
years,  from  the  time  that  he  was  tried  for  robbing 
the  treafury  ;  and  therefore  his  knowledge  and  cre- 
dibility are  equal.  Mr.  Finley,  one  of  the  other 
witnefles,  honeftly  confeiTed,  that  he  was  ignorant 
whether  Ireland  wanted  copper  money  or  no  ;  but 
his  whole  intention  was  to  buy  a  certain  quantity 
from  Wood  at  a  lirge  dij  count,  and  fell  them  as- 
well  as  he  could  ;  by  which  he  hoped  to  get  two  or 
three  thoufand  pounds  for  himfelf. 

But  fuppofe  there  were  not  one  iingle  halfpenny 
of  copper  coin  in  this  whole  kingdom,  (which  Mr. 
Wood  feems  to  intend,  unlefs  we  come  to  his  terms, 
as  appears  by  employing  his  emhTaries  to  buy  up 
our  old  ones  at  a  penny  in  the  fhilling  more  than 
they  pafs  for),  it  could  not  be  any  real  evil  to  us, 
although  it  might  be  fome  inconvenience.  We  have 
many  forts  of  fmall  filver  coins  to  which  they  are 
grangers  in  England  ;  fuch  as  the  French  three- 
pences, four  pence  halfpennies,  and  eight  fence  far- 
things,  the  Scotch  fivepences  and  tenpences  beildes, 
their  tiventypences  and  three  and  four  pences,  by 
which  we  are  able  to  make  change  to  a  halfpenny, 
of  almoft  any  piece  of  gold  or  filver  ;  and  if  we 
are  driven  to  the  expedient  of  zfialed  card  with  the 
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Iktle  gold  and  filvcr  ftill  remaining,  it  will,  I  fup- 
poie,  be  fomewhat  better  than  to  have  nothing  left 
but  Wood's  adulterated  copper,-  which  he  is  nei- 
ther obliged  by  his  patent,  nor  HITHERTO  able  by 
his  eft  ate  to  make  goad. 

The  report  farther  tells  us,  k  muft  bf  admitted*  that' 
letters  patents,  under  the  great  feal  of  Great  Britain, 
for  coining  copper  "money  for  Ireland,  are  Ifg-A  and 
obligatory,  a  j lift  and  reajonable  ex*rcife  of  his  Majef* 
ty''s  royal  prerogative,  and  in  no??tanner  derogate- y>  or 
mvajive  of  any  liberty  or  privilege  of  hu  fubjecls   of 
Ireland.     Firft,  we  defire  to  know,  why  his  Majes- 
ty's prerogative  might  not  have  been  as  well  afferted 
by  paiiing  this-  patent  in  Ireland,  and  fubjecting  the 
feveral  conditions  of  the  contract  to  the  infpec'tion 
of  ihofe  who  are  only  concerned,  as  was  formerly 
done  in  the  only  precedents  for  patents  granted  for 
coining  in  this  kingdom,  iince  the  mixed  money  in 
Qiieen  Eiifabeth's  time  during  the  difficulties  of  a 
rebellion  ;  whereas  now,  upon  the  greateft  impoii- 
tion  that  can  poilibly  be  practifed,  we  muft  go  to 
England  with  our  complaints  ;  where  it  hath  been 
for  ibme  time  the  fafhion  to  think,  and  to  affirm, 
that  we  cannot  be  too  b.irdiy  ufed.     Again,   the  re- 
port fays,  that  fuch  patents  are  obligatory.      After 
long  thinking,  I  am  not  able  to  find  out,  what  can 
poflibly  be  meant  here  by  this  word  obligatory.  The 
patent  of  Wood  neither  obligeth  him  to  utter  his 
coin,  nor  us  to  take  it ;   or  if  it  did  the   latter,  it 
woiilcl  b?  fo  far  void,  becaufe  no  patent  can  oblige 
the  fubjeft  againft  law  ;    unlefs  an   illegal   patent 
parled  in  one  kingdom,  can  bind  another,  and  not 
itfelf. 

Laftly,  it  is  added,  that  "  fuch  patents  are  in  no" 
"  manner  derogatory,  or  invafive  of  any  liberty 
"  or  privilege  of  the  King's  fubjecls  of  Ireland/' 
If  this  proposition  be  true,  as  it  is  here  laid  down, 
without  any  limitation  either  exprefTed  or  implied, 
k  raufl  follow,  that  a  king  of  England  may  at  any- 
time 
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time  coin  copper  money  for  Ireland,  and  oblige 
his  fubjec"b  here  to  take  a  piece  of  copper  under 
the  value  of  half  a  farthing  for  half  a  crown,  a.? 
was  practifed  by  the  late  King  James  ;  and  even 
without  that  arbitrary  prince's  excufe  from  the  ne- 
cefiity  and  exigencies  of  his  affairs.  If  this  be  in 
no  manner  tl  derogatory,  nor  invalive  of  any  liber- 
"  ties  or  privileges  of  the  iiibjefts  of  Ireland,"  it 
ought  to  have  been  exprefled  what  our  liberties  and 
privileges  are,  and  whether  we  have  any  at  all ;  for 
in  fpecifying  the  word  Ireland,  inftead  of  faying  his 
Mnjefty's  ju'.jecls,  it  would  feem  to  infinuate,  that 
we  are  not  upon  the  fame  foot  with  our  fellow-fub- 
jefts  in  England  ;  which,  however  the  practice  may 
have  been,  I  hope  will  never  be  directly  afferted  ; 
for  I  do  not  underftand  that  Poining's  aft  deprived 
us  of  our  liberty,  but  only  changed  the  manner  of 
palling  laws  here,  (\vhich  however  was  a  power  moft 
indirectly  obtained),  by  leaving  the  negative  to  the 
two  hollies  of  parliament.  But  waving  all  contro- 
veriies  relating  to  the  legiflature,  no  perfon,  I  be- 
lieve, was  ever  yet  ib  bold  as  to  affirm,  that  the 
people  of  Ireland  have  not  the  fame  title  to  the  be- 
nefits of  the  common  i-w  with  the  reft  of  his  Maje- 
ily's  fubjects  ;  and  the  .fore,  whatever  liberties  or 
privileges  the  people  of  England  enjoy  by  ccrjimon 
law,  we  of  Ireland  have  the  fame  ;  fo  that,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  the  word  Ireland  ftanding  in  that 
proportion  was,  in  the  mildeft  interpretation,  zlapfe 
of  ihe  pen. 

The  report  farther  ailerts,  that  t(  the  precedents 
*'  are  many,  wherein  cafes  of  great  importance  to 
"  Ireland,  and  which  immediately  affefted  the  in- 
"  terefts  of  that  kingdom,  fuch  as  warrants,  or- 
"  ders,  and  directions  by  the  authority  of  the  King 
"  and  his  predeceiTbrs,  have  been  ilrued  under  the 
"  royal  (ign-manu^l  without  any  previous  reference 
"  or  advice  of  his  Majefty's  oincers  of  Ireland, 
**  which  have  always  had  their  due  force,  and  have 

"  been 
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*'•  been  punctually  complied  with  and  obeyed."  It 
may  be  ib,  and  I  am  heartily  forry  for  it  ;  brcaufe 
k  may  prove  an  eternal  fource  of  difcontent.  How- 
ever, among  all  thefe  precede?its,  there  is  not  one 
of  a  patent  for  coining  money  for  Ireland. 

There  is  nothing  hath  perplexed  me  more  than- 
this  doctrine  of  precedents.     If  a  job  is  to  be  done, 
and  upon  fearching  records  you  find  it  hath  been 
dane  before,  there  will  not  want  a  lawyer  to  juftiff 
the  legality  of  it  by  producing  his  precedents,  with- 
out ever  conlidering  the  motives  and  circumftances 
that  firft  introduced  them  ;  the  neceflity,  or  turbu- 
lence, or  iniquity  of  times  ;  the  corruptions  of  mi- 
l-lifters, or  the   arbitrary  difpofhion  of  the  prince 
then  reigning.     And  I  have  been  told  by  perfons 
eminent  in  the  law,  that  the  worft  actions  which 
human  nature  is  capable  of,  may  be  juftified  by  the 
fame  doctrine.     How  the  firft  precedents  began  of 
determining  cafes  of  the  higheft  importance  to  Ire- 
land, and  immediately  affecting  its  interefts,  with- 
out any  previous  reference  or  advice  to  the  King's 
officers  here,  may  foon  be  accounted  for.     Before 
this  kingdom  was  entirely  reduced  by  the  fubmiffion 
of  Tyrone   in  the  laft  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth's 
reign,  there  was  a  period  of  four  hundred  years, 
which  was  a  various  fcene  of  war  and  peace  be* 
tween  the  Englifh  pale  and  the  Irifli  natives  ;   and 
the  government  of  that  part  of  this  ifland,  which 
lay  in  the  Engliih  hands,  was  in  many  things  under 
the  immediate  administration  of  the  King  :   filver 
and  copper  were  often  coined  here  among  us ;  and 
once  at  leaft  upon  great  neceffity  a  mixed  or  bafe 
metal  was  fent  from  England.     The  reign  of  King 
James  I.   was   employed   in   fettling   the  kingdom 
after  Tyrone's  rebellion  ;   and  this  nation  flourifti* 
eel  extremely  till  the  time  of  the  marTacre,    1641. 
In  that   difficult  juncture    of    affairs   the   nobility 

and  gentrv  coined  their  own   plate  here  in  Dub- 
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By  all  that  I  can  difcover,  the  copper  coin  of 
Ireland,  for  three  hundred  years  paft,  confifted  of 
finy.il  pence  and  halfpence ;  which  particular  men 
had  licence  to  coin,  and  were  current  only  within 
certain  towns  and  diftvicts,  according  to  the  per- 
ibnal  credit  of  the  owner  who  uttered  them,  and 
was  bound  to  receive  them  again  ;  whereof  J  have 
feen  many  forts  ;  neither  have  I  heard  of  any  pa- 
tent granted  for  coining  copper  for  Ireland,  till  the 
reign  of  King  Charles  II.  which  was  in  the  year 
1680,  to  George  Leq^e,  Lord  Dartmouth  :  and 

O  '     „. 

renewed  by  King  James  II.  in  the  fir  ft  year  oi:  his 
reign  (1685)  to  John  Knox.  Both  patents  v;ere 
palTed  in  Ireland  ;  and  in  both  the  patentees  were 
bound  to  receive  their  coin  again  from  any  that 
would  offer  them  twenty  fhillmgs  of  it,  for  which. 
they  were  obliged  to  pay  gold  or  lilver. 

The  patents  both  of  Lord  Dartmouth  and  Knox 
were  referred  to  the  Attorney-General  here,  and 
a  report  made  accordingly  ;  and  both,  as  I  have 
already  faid,  were  panned  in  this  kingdom.  Knox 
had  only  a  patent  for  the  remainder  of  the  term 
granted  to  Lord  Dartmouth  ;  the  patent  expired  in 
1701,  and  upon  a  petition  by  Roger  Moor  to  have 
it  renewed,  the  matter  was  referred  hither ;  and 
upon  the  report  of  the  attorney  and  folicitor,  that 
it  was  not  for  his  Majefty's  fervice,  or  the  intereft 
of  the  nation,  to  have  it  renewed,  it  was  rejected 
by  King  "William.  It  fhouki  therefore  feem  very 
e\traQrdina.ry,  that  a  patent  for  coining  copper  half- 
pence, intended  and  profeiTed  for  the  good  of  the 
kingdom,  iliould  be  pa/Ted  without  once  confute-- 
ing  that  kingdom,  for  the  good  of  which  it  is  de- 
clared to  be  intended  ;  and  this  upon  the  applica- 
tion of  a  poor,  private,  obfcure  mechanic ;  and  a  pa- 
tent of  fuch  a  nature,  that  as  foon  as  ever  the 
kingdom  is  informed  of  its  being  paiTed,  they  cry 
out  unanimoufly  againft  it  as  ruinous  and  definitive.. 
The  reprefentatives  of  the  nation  in  parliament, 

and 
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and  the  privy  council,  addrefs  the  King  to  have  it 
recalled  ;  yet  the  patentee,  fuch  a  one  as  I  have  de- 
fcribed,  {hall  prevail  to  have  this  patent  approved  ; 
.and  his  private  intereft  lhall  weigh  down  the  appli- 
cation of  a  whole  kingdom.  St.  Paul  fays,  *'  All 
"  things  are  lawful,  but  all  things  are  not  expedi- 
"  ent."  We  are  anfwered,  that  this  patent  is  law- 
ful :  but  is  it  expedient  ?  We  read,  that  the  high- 
prieft  faid,  "  It  was  expedient  that  one  man 
41  fhould  die  for  the  people  ;"  and  this  was  a  moft 
wicked  propofition  :  but  that  a  "  whole  nation 
•*'  fhould  die  for  one  man/'  was  never  heard  of 
before. 

But  becaufe  much  weight  is  laid  on  the  precedents 
of  other  patents  for  coming  copper  for  Ireland,  I 
will  fet  this  matter  in  as  clear  a  light  as  I  can. 
Whoever  hath  read  the  report,  will  be  apt  to  think, 
that  a  dozen  precedents  at  leaft  could  be  produced 
of  copper  coined  for  Ireland,  by  virtue  of  patents 
paired  in  England  ;  and  that  the  coinage  was  there 
too  ;  whereas  I  am  confident,  there  cannot  be  one 
precedent  {hewn  of  a  patent  pafTed  in  England  for 
-coining  copper  for  Ireland  for  above  an  hundred 
years  part  ;  and  if  there  were  any  before,  it  muft 
be  in  times  of  confufion,  The  only  patents  I  could 
ever  hear  of,  are  thofe  already  mentioned  to  Lord 
Dartmouth  and  Knox,  the  former  in  1680,  and  the 
latter  in  1085.  Now,  It 4  us  compare  thefe  patents 
with  that  granted  to  Wood  Firft,  the  patent  to 
Xnox,  which  was  under  the  fame  conditions  as  that 
granted  to  Lord  Dartmouth,  was  pafled  in  Ireland; 
the  government  and  the  Attorney  and  foiicitor  gene- 
ral making  report,  that  it  would  be  ufeful  to  this 
kingdom. 

The  patent  was  pafied  with  the  advice  of  the 
King's  council  here  ;  the  patentee  was  obliged  to  re- 
ceive his  coin  from  thofe  who  thought  theinfelves 
furchargcd,  and  to  give  gold  andyz.'zw  for  it.  Laft- 
ly,  the  patentee  was  to  pay  only  i6/.  13  s.  4  d.  per 

annu?n 
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annum  to  the  crown.  Then,  as  to  the  execution 
of  that  patent ;  iirft,  I  find  the  halfpence  were  mill- 
ed, which,  as  it  is  of  great  ufe  to  prevent  counter- 
feits, (and  therefore  indufcrioufly  avoided  by  Wood), 
ib  it  was  an  addition  to  the  charge  of  coinage. 
And  as  for  the  weight  and  goodnefo  of  the  metal, 
I  have  feveral  halfpence  now  by  me,  many  of  which 
weigh  a  ninth  part  more  than  thofe  coined  by 
Wood  ;  and  bear  the  fire  and  hammer  a  great  deal 
better,  and,  which  is  no  trifle,  the  impreflion  is 
fairer  and  deeper.  I  grant  indeed,  that  many  of 
the  latter  coinage  yield  in  weight  to  fome  of  Wood's, 
by  a  fraud  natural  to  fuch  patentees  ',  but  not  fo  im- 
mediately after  the  grant,  and  before  the  coin  grew 
current  ;  for  in  this  circumfhmce  Mr.  Wood  muft 
ferve  for  a  precedent  in  future  times. 

Let  us  now  examine  this  new  patent  granted  to 
William  Wood.  It  paused  upon  very  falfe  fuggef- 
tions  of  his  own  and  of  a  few  confederates :  it 
palTed  in  England  without  the  leaft  reference  hi- 
ther ;  it  pafied  unknown  to  the  very  Lord  Lieute- 
nant, then  in  England.  Wood  is  impowercd  to 
coin  one  hundred  and  eight  thoufand  pounds,  and 
all  the  officers  in  the  kingdom  (civil  and  military) 
are  commanded  in  the  report  to  countenance  and 
aillft  him.  Knox  had  only  power  to  utter  what  he 
would  take,  and  was  obliged  "  to  receive  his  coin 
"  back  again  at  ov.r  demacd,  and  to  enter  into  fe- 
"  curky  for  fo  doing."  Wood's  halfpence  are  not 
milled.,  and  therefore  more  ealily  counterfeited  by 
}}imjrelf>  as  well  as  by  others.  Wood  p^iys  a  thou- 
iand  pounds  per  annum  for  thirteen  years  :  Knox 
paid  onlylixteen  pounds  fourteen  Shillings  and  four 
pence  per  annum  for  twenty-one  years. 

It  was  the  report  that  let  me  the  example  of  mak- 
ing a  comparifon  between  thofe  two  patents,  where- 
in the  committee  was  grofsly  milled  by  the  falfe  re- 
prefentation  of  William  Wood  ;  as  it  was  by  ano- 
ther afiertion,  that  feven  hundred  tons  of  copper 
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xvere  coined  during  the  twenty-one  yefirs  of  Lord 
Dartmouth's  and  Knox's  patents.  Such  a  quantity 
of  copper  at  the  rate  of  two  ihi.lings  and  eight 
pence  per  pound  would  amount  to  about  an  hun- 
dred and  ninety  thoufand  pounds  ;  which  was  very 
near  as  much  as  the  current  caih  of  the  kingdom 
in  thofe  days  ;  yet,  during  th.u  per  od,  Ireland  was 
never  known  to  nave  too  much  copper  coin  ;  and 
for  ieveral  years  there  was  no  coining  at  ail  :  be- 
tides, I  am  aiTured,  that,  upon  inquiring  into  the 
cuftom-houfe  books,  all  the  copper  imported  into 
this  kingdom  from  1683  to  1692,  which  includes 
eight  years  of  the  twenty-one  (befides  one  year 
allowed  for  the  troubles)  did  not  exceed  forty- 
feven  tons.  And  we  cannot  fuppofe  even  that  imad 
quantity  to  have  been  wholly  applied  to  coinage  ; 
fo  that  I  believe  there  was  n^\er  any  companion 
more  unluckily  made,  or  fo  deitructive  of  the  de- 
fign  for  which  it  was  produced. 

The  pfalmift  reckons  it  an  effect  of  God's  anger, 
when  he  fellah  hi*  fe'.ple  f'r  nought,  and  takdh  no 
money  for  them.  That  we  have  greatly  oil  ended 
God  by  the  wickednefs  of  our  li\es,  is  not  to  be 
difputed ;  but  our  King  we  have  not  offended  in 
word  or  deed  ;  and  although  he  be  God's  vicege- 
rent upon  earth,  he  will  not  punifli  us  for  any  of- 
fences, except  thofe  we  ihall  commit  again  ft  his  le- 
gal authority,  his  facred  perfon  (which  God  pre- 
ierve),  or  the  laws  of  the  land. 

The  report  is  very  profufe  in  arguments,  that  Ire- 
land is  in  great  want  of  copper-money.  Who  were 
the  witnefies  to  prove  it,  hath  b~en  {hewn  already  : 
but,  in  the  name  of  God,  who  are  to  be  judges  ? 
3)oes  not  the  nation  bcii  know  its  own  wants  ?  ijoi.li 
houfes  of  parliament,  the  privy-council,  and  the 
whole  body  of  the  people,  declare  the  contrary.  Or, 
let  the  wants  be  what  they  will,  we  deiire  that  they 
may  not  be  fupplied  by  Mr.  Wood  :  we  know  our 

n  want?*  but  too  well;   they  aix 
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vous  to  be  borne,  but  quite  of  another  kind.  Let 
England  be  fatisiied  :  as  things  go,  'hey  will  in  a  fliort 
time  have  all  our  gold  and  iilver,  and  may  keep 
"their  adulterate  copper  at  home,  for  we  are  deter- 
"mined  not  to  purchafe  it  with  our  manufactures', 
which  Wood  hath  gracloufly  offered  to  accept.  Our 
wants  are  not  fo  bad  by  a  hundred  part  as  the  me- 
thod he  hath  taken  to  fupply  them.  He  hath  al- 
ready tried  his  faculty  in  New-England  ;  and  I  hope 
lie  will  meet  at  leaft  with  an  equvl  reception  here ; 
v/hat  that  was,  I  leave  to  public  intelligence.  I  am 
iuppofing  a  wild  cafe  ;  that  if  there  fhould  be  any 
perfon  already  receiving  a  mo  nitrous  peniion  out  of 
tins  kindoin,  who  was  inftrumeiual  in  procuring 
the'pdtttttj  iheyhave  either  not  well  confulted  their 
own  intereils,  or  Wood  muft  put  more  drofs  intQ 
his  copper,  and  fHll  diminiih  its  weight. 

Upon  Wood's  complaint,  that  the  officers  of  the 
King's  revenue  here  had  already  given  orders  to  all 
the  inferior  officers  not  to  receive  any  of  his  coin  ; 
the  report  fays,  that  "  this  cannot  but  be  looked 
**  upon  as  a  very  extraordinary  proceeding,"  and 
contrary  to  the  powers  given  in  the  patent.  The 
committee  fay,  they  *  cannot  advife  his  Majefty  to 
*'  give  directions  to  the  officers  of  the  revenue 
*'  here,  not  to  receive  or  utter  any  of  the  iaid  coin 
*(  as  hath  been  defired  in  the  addrefTes  of  both  hou- 
'*'  fes;"  but,  on  the  contrary,  they  "  think  it  both 
juft  and  rcafonable,  that  the  King  fliotild  imme- 
diately give  orders  to  the  commirlioneis  of  the 
revenue,  &c.  to  revoke  all  orders,  &c.  that  may 
have  been  given  by  them  to  hinder  or  obftruct 
*'  the  receiving  the  faici  coin/'  And  accordingly. 

O    *    * 

we  are  told,  fuck  orders  are  arrived.  Now,  this 
was  a  caft  of  Wood's  politics;  for  his  information 
was  wholly  falfe  and  groundlefs,  which  he  knew 
very  well;  and  that  the  comniifHoners  of  the  reve- 
nue here  were  all,  except  one,  lent  us  from  Eng- 
land, and  love  their  employments  too  well  to  have 

taken  i 


;  i 
ft 
fi 


L  E  T  T  E  R     III.  267 

taken  fuch  a  ftep  :  but  Wood  was  wife  enough  to 
coniider,  that  iuch  orders  of  nrjzcuiicn  would  be- 
an open  declaration  of  the  crown  in  his  favour, 
\vould  put  the  government  here  under  a  difficulty, 
would  make  a  noife,  and  poflibly  create  ibme  ter- 
ror in  the  poor  people  of  Ireland.  And  one  great  point 
he  hath  gained,  that  altho*  any  orders  of  revocation 
will  be  necdlefs,yet  a  new  order  is  to  be  fent  (and  per- 
haps is  already  here)  to  the  commiiTioners  of  the  reve- 
nue, and  all  the  king's  officers  in  Ireland,  thatWood's- 
"  halfpence  be  futrered  and  permitted,,  without  any 
"  let,  fijit,  trouble,,  moleftation,  or  denial  of  any. 
"  of  the  King's  oilicers  or  miniiters  whatibever,  to 
c<  pafs,  and  be  received  as  current  mw?y  by  iuch  as 
"  fhall  be  willing  to  receive  them."  In  this  order 
there  is  no  exception  ;  and  tlrerefcre,  as  far  as  I 

A  ' 

can  judge,  it  includes  all  tfficers,  both  civil  and  mi- 
litary, from  the  Lcrd  High  Chance!  lor  to  a  Jit  ft  ice  cf 
Pdice,  and  from  the  General  to  an  Enjlgn  ;  ib  uiat 
Wood's  project  is  not  likely  to  fail  ior  want  or  ma- 
nagers enough.  For  my  own  part,  as  tilings  ftai-!d, 
I  have  but  little  regret  to  find  myfclf  out  of  the 
number  ;  and  therefore  1  ihall  continue  in  all  hu- 
mility to  exhort  and  warn  my  feUo'.v-Jubjects  never 
to  receive  or  utter  this  coin,  v/lr.ch  will  reduce  the 
kingdom  to  beggary  by  much  quicker  and  iari.-  \ 
fteps  than  have  hitherto  been  take,;. 

But  it  is  needlefs  to  arruc  any  longer.     The  mat- 

o  ^  o 

ter  is  come  to  an  ifiiie.  jiis  Islajeily,  piir/uant  . 
the  favj)  hath  left  the  f»eki  open  betv/ecn  Wood  and 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland.  Wood  hath  liberty  to  of- 
fer his  coin,  and  we  have  laivy  renfcn,  liberty,  am! 
nccejjity  to  *efufe  it.  A  knaviih  jockey  may  ride  an 
old  foundered  jade  about  the  market,  but  none  are 
obliged  to  buy  it.  I  hope  the  words  voluntary,  and 
willing  to  receive  it,  \vili  be  underftood  and  applied 
in  their  true  natural  meaning,  as  commonly  nn- 
dcrftoii  by  Protfflantt:.  For  if  a  iierce  captain  comt  s 
to  my  ihop  to  buy  fix  yards  of  fciu'let  doth,  fol- 

Z.  2  lowed- 
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lowed  by  a  porter  laden  with  a  fack  of  \Vood 'scoiff 
upon  his  ihoulders  ;  if  we  are  agreed  about  the 
price,  and  my  fcarlet  lies  ready  cut  upon  the  count- 
er ;  if  he  then  gives  me  the  word  of  command  to 
receive  my  money  in  Wood's  coin,  and  calls  me  a 
dlffffftcd  Jaccbite  chg  for  refilling  it,  (although  I 
am  as  loyal  a  fubjecl:  as  himfelf,  and  'without  bire)9 
and  thereupon  ieizes  my  cloth,  leaving  me  the  price 
in  this  odious  copper,  andbids  me  take  my  remedy: 
in  this  cafe  I  fh;iil  hardly  be  brought  to  think,  that 
I  am  left  10  my  oiun  will.  I  fhall  therefore,  on  fuch 
occalions,  firft  order  the  porter  aforefaid  to  go  off 
•with  his  pack ;  and  then  fee  the  money  in  filver 
and  gold  in  my  pofleffion  before  I  cut  or  meaiure 
my  cloth.  But  if  a  common  foldier  drinks  his  pot 
firft,  and  then  oilers  payment  in  Wood's  halfpence, 
the  landlady  may  be  under  fome  difficulty  ;  for  if 
ihe  complains  to  his  captain  or  enfign,  they  are  Hke- 
Vvife  officers  included  in  this  general  order  for  en- 
couraging thefe  halfpence  to  pafs  as  current  mo^ey, 
If  ihe  goes  to  a  juftice  of  peace,  he  is  alfo  an  officer^ 
to  whom  this  general  order  is  directed.  I  do  there- 
fore advife  her  to  follow  my  practice,  whJch  I  have 
already  begun,  and  be  paid  for  her  goods  before  ihe 
parts  wkh  them.  However,  I  fhould  have  been  con- 
tent for  forpe  reafons  that  the  military  gentlemen 
had  been  excepted  by  name  ;  becaufe  )  have  heard 
it  faid,  that  their  difcipline  is  bell  con  fined  within 
their  own  diftruft. 

His  Majefty,  in  the  conclufion  of  his  anfwer  to 
the  addrefs  of  the  houfe  of  Lords  againft  Wood's, 
coin  is  pleafcd  to  fav,  that  he  iv>l  do  every  thine  in.  bis 

•L  *  •  i  » 

pwver  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  his  people.  It  fhould  feem 
therefore,  that  the  recalling  the  patent  is  not  to  be 
vmderftood  as  a  thing  in  his  power.  But,  however, 
iince  the  law  do*h  not  oblige  us  to  receive  this  coin, 
and  confequendy  the  patent  leaves  it  to  our  volun- 
tary choice,  there  is  nothing  remaining  to  preferve 
us  from  ruin,  but  that  the  whole  kingdom  fhould 

continue 
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continue  in  a  firm,  determinate  refohuion  never  to 
receive  or  utter  this  fatal  coin.  After  which,  let 
the  officers,  to  whom  ihefe  orders  are  directed,  (I 
would  willingly  except  the  military},  come  with 
their  exkortettfon?,  their  argument;,  and  their  ck- 
qitcrce,  to  perfuade  us  to  find  our  intereft  in  our 
undoing.  Let  AVood  and  his  accomplices  travel  a- 
bout  the  country  with  cart-loans  of  their  ware,  and 
fee  who  will  take  it  off  their  hands  ;  there  will  be 
no  fear  of  his  being  'robbed  •  for  a  kigk'waym&k 
would  fcorn  to  touch  it. 

I  am  only  in  pain  how  the  covintijjioners  of  the 
rei*e/ri,e  will  proceed  in  this  juncture;  becaufe,  I  am 
told,  they  are  obliged  by  act  of  parliament  to  take 
nothing  but  gold  and  filver  in  payment  for  hisIVla- 
jerly's  customs  :  and  1  think  they  cannot  juftly  of- 
ier  this  coinage  of  Mr.  Wood  toothers^  unlels  they 
will  be  content  to  revive  it  thcmfehcs. 

'I  he  iurn  of  the  whole  is  this  :  The  "  committee 
f;  advifes  the  king  to  fend  immediate  orders  to  all 


<! 
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his  oricers  here,  that  Wood's  coin   be 
and  permitted  without  any  let,  fuit,  trouble,  &r, 
to  pais.    and  be  received  as  cun  erd  woncy  by  fuel 
as  fhall  be    iviiling  to    receive  the  fame/'     It  is 
probable,  that  the  jfirft  •wiHiti?  receivers  may  bethofe 

A  ^  t_»  9 

who  muft  receive  k  ivhetktr  they  ivi/l  or  not,  at  leal! 
vmder  the  penalty  of  lofing  an  office.  But  the  land- 
ed unde  pending  men,  the  merchant^  tire  Jbop  keepers,, 
and  bulk  of  the  people,  I  hope,  and  am  almoft 
confident,  will  never  receive  it.  V/hat  miifl  the. 
confequence  be  ?  the  owners  will  i\  11  it  for  as  much 
as  they  can  get.  Wood's  halfpence  will  come  to  be 
offered  for  iix  a  penny,  (yet  then  he  will  be  a  fuf- 
ficient  gainer),  and  the  neceffary  receivers  \vili  be 
lofers  of  two  thirds  in  \\\r\T  j<i!arics  or  pay,  . 

This  puts  me  in  mind  of  a  paflage  I  was  told 
many  years  ago  in  England.  At  a  quarter-fern'  on. 
in  Leiceftcr,  the  juftices  had  wifely  decreed  to  take 
off  a  halfpenny  in  a  quart  from  the  price  of  ale. 

£  3  One. 
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One  of  them,  who    came  in    after  the    thins:   was 

i  •  ' 

determined,  being  informed  of  what  had  paiTed, 
faici  thus  :  "  Gentlemen,  you  have  made  an  order 
"  that  ale  fhould  be  fold  in  our  county  for  three 
"  halfpence  a-quart  ;  I  deiire  you  will  now  make 
"  another  to  appoint  who  mult  drink  it  ;  for  by 
*'  G-—  I  will  not." 

I  buft  beg  leave  to  caution  your  LcrJJbips  and 
Worfbips  in  one  particular.  Wood  hath  gracioufly 
promifed  to  load  us  at  prefent  only  with  forty  thou- 
i'and  pounds  of  his  coin,  until  the  exigencies  of  the 
knigdfjm  require  the  reft.  I  intreat  you  will  never 
fuller  Mr.  Wood  to  be  a  judge  of  your  exigencies. 
While  there  is  one  piece  of  Silver  or  gold  left  in  the 
kingdom,  he  will  call  it  an  exigency.  He  will 
double  his  prefent  quantum  by  fteahh  as  foon  as  he 
can  ;  he  will  pour  his  own  raps  and  counterfeits  up- 
on us;  France  and  Holland  will  do  the  fame;  nor 
will  our  own  coiners  at  home  be  behind  them  :  to 
confirm  which,  I  have  now  in  my  pocket  a  rap,  or 
counterfeit  halfpenny,  in  imitation  of  his  ;  but  fo 
ill  performed,  that  in  my  confcience  I  believe  it  is 
not  of  his  coining. 

I  muft  now  defire  your  Lordjkips  and  Worjbips, 
that  you  will  give  great  allowance  for  this  long  un- 
digeited  paper.  I  find  myfelf  to  have  gone  into  fe- 
veral  repetitions,  which  were  the  effects  of  hafte, 
while  new  thoughts  fell  in  to  add  ibmething  to  what 
I  had  faid  before  I  think  I  may  affirm,  that  I  have 
fully  anfwered  every  paragraph  in  the  report', 
which,  although  it  be  not  unartfully  drawn,  and 
is  perfectly  in  the  Ipirit  of  a  pleader,  who  can  find 
the  moft  plaufible  topics  in  behalf  of  his  client,  yet 
there  was  no  great  ikili  required  to  detect  ths  many 
m'ltakes  contained  in  it  ;  which  however  are  by  no 
means  charged  upon  the  Ri^ht  Honourable  commit- 

Ox  O 

tee,  but  upon  the  moft  falie,  impudent,  and  frau- 
lent  representations  of  Wood  and  his  accomplices. 
I  deiire  one  particular  may  dwell  upon  your  minds, 

although 
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although  I  have  mentioned  it  more  than  once;  that 
after  all  the  weight  laid  upon  precedents,  there  is 
not  one  produced  in  the  whole  reptrt  of  a  patent 
for  coining  copper  in  England  to  pafs  in  Ireland  ;, 
and  only  two  patents  referred  to,  (for  indeed  there 
was  no  more),  which  were  both  pafTed  in  Ireland, 
by  references  ro  the  King's  council  here,  both  Ids 
advantageous  to  the  coiner  than  this  of  Wood ; 
and  in  both,  f e cur itics  given  to  receive  the  coin  at  c- 
very  call,  and  give  geld  and  fi her  in  lieu  of  it.  This 
demonfirates  the  mo  ft  flagrant  falfehood  and  impu- 
dence of  Wood,  by  which  he  would  endeavour  to 
make  the  Right  Honourable  committee  his  inftru- 
ments,  (for  his  own  illegal  and  exorbitant  gain),  to 
ruin  a  kingdom  which  has  deferved  quite  different 
treatment . 

I   am  very  fenfible,  that  fuch  a  work  as  I  have 
undertaken  might  have  worthily  employed  a  much 
better  pen  :  but  when  a  houfe  is  attempted  to  be 
robbed,  it  often  happens,  that  the  weakeft  in  the 
family  runs  firft  to  flop  the  door.      .All    the  aflirt- 
ance  I  had,   were  forne  informations  from  an  emi- 
nent perfon  :  whereof  I  am  afraid  I  have  fpoiled  a 
few,  by  endeavouring   to    make    them    of  a  piece 
with  my  own  productions,  and  the  reft  I  was  not  able 
to  manage  ;  I  w.as  in  the  cafe  of  David,  who   could 
not   move    in    the   armiur   of  Saul-,    and    therefore 
I  rather  chofe  to  attack  this  uxcircumcifed  Phlliftine 
(Wood  I  mean)  ivithajling  andafione.  And  I  may 
jay,  for  Wood's  honour,  as  well  as  my  own,    that 
he  refembles  Goliath  in  many  circumftances  very  ap- 
plicable to  the  prefent  purpofe:  for  Goliath  had  "  a 
"  helmet  of  brafs  upon  his  head,  and  was  armed 
"  with  a  coat  of  mail,  and  the  weight  of  the  coat 
<(  was  five   thoufand   ihekels  of  brafs,  and  he  had 
"  greaves  of   braf:  upon   his  legs,  and   a  target  of 
"  brafs  between  his  fhoulders."     In  iho.rt,  he  was 
like  Mr.  Wo  d,  all  over  brafs,  and  "  he  defied  the 
4t  armies  of  the  living  God.     Goliah's  conditions 

of 
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of  combat  were  likewife  the  fame  with  thofe  of 
Wood  :  "  If  he  prevail  againft  us,  then  fhall  we 
*'  be  his  fervants.  But  if  it  happens  that  I  prevail 
over  him,  I  renounce  the  other  part  of  the  condi- 
tion ;  he  fhall  never  be  a  fervant  of  mine ;  for  I 
do  not  think  him  fit  to  be  mtrufted  in  any  honeft. 
man's  fhop. 

I  will  conclude  with  my  humble  deiire  and  requeft 
which  I  made  in  my  fecond  letter,  that  your  Lord- 
Jhips  and  Wcrjbips  would  pleafe  to  order  a  declaration 
to  be  drawn  up,  expreffing  in  the  itrongeft-  terms- 
your  refolutions  never  to  receive  or  utter  any  of 
Wood's  halfpence  or  farthings ;  and  forbidding 

1  ^>  '  O 

your  tenants  to  receive  them  :  that  the  faid  decla- 
ration may  be  figned  by  as  many  perfons  as  pofiible  *, 
who  have  eftat.es  in  this  kingdom,  and  be  f<mt 
down  to  your  feveral  tenants  aforefaid. 

And  if  the  dread  of  Wood's  halfpence  fhould 
continue  until  next  quarter-feflions,  which  1  hope  it 
will  not,  the  gentlemen  of  every  county  will  then 
have  a  fair  opportunity  of  declaring  againft  them 
with  unanimity  and  zeal. 

j 

I  am,  ivifb  the  greateft  refpeft, 
(May  it  pleafe  your  Lordjbips  and  Worfljips>) 

Tour  mo  ft  dutiful  and 
•*          j 

Obedient  fervant. 

Aug.  25.   1724. 

M.  B. 


*  A  declaration  purfuant  to  this  requeft  was  figned   foon   after  by 
tlie  mod  conficierabie  pc-rfuns  oi  the  kingdom,  which  was  universally . 
fpread,  and  of  great  ufe. 


LET- 
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LETTER     IV. 
To  the  whole   PEOPLE  of  IRELAND, 

My  dear  Countrymen, 

T  Aving  already  written  three  LETTERS  upon 
~i  fo  difagreeable  a  fubjec't  as  Mr.  AV<  cd  and  his 

halfpence,  1  conceived  my  talk  was  at  an  end  ;  but 
I  find  that  cordials  muft  be  frequently  applied  to 
weak  constitutions,  po'itical  as  well  as  natural.  A 
people  long  ufed  to  hardihips  lofe  by  degrees  the 
•very  notipr.s  of  tibet  ty  ;  they  look  upon  themfelves 
as  creatures  at  mercy,  and  that  all  impositions  laid 
on  them  by  a  ftronger  hand  are,  in  the  phrafe  or 
the  report,  legal  and  obligat&y  Hence  proceed 
that  foi'ertv  and  /owne/s  of  //.•/>//,  to  which  a  king- 
dom may  be  fubject,  as  well  as  a  particular  perfon. 
And  when  Elan  came  fainting  from  the  field  at  the 
point  to  die,  it  is  no  wonder  that  he  fold  his  birth- 
right  fur  a  mefs  of  pottage. 

I  thought  I  had  Sufficiently  fhewn  to  all  who  could 
want  initrv:clion,  by  what  methods  they  mighp 
fafely  proceed,  whenever  his  coin  ihould  be  offered 
to  them  :  and  I  believe,  there  has  not  been  for  many 
ages  an  example  of  any  kingdom  fo  firmly  united  in 
a  point  of  great  importance,  as  this  of  ours  is  at  pre- 
fent  againft  that  deferrable  fraud.  But  however,  it 
fo  happens,  that  fome  weak  people  begin  to  be 
alarmed  anew  by  rumours  induilriouily  ipread. 
Wood  prescribes  to  the  newfmongers  in  London 
what  they  are  to  write.  In  one  of  their  papers  pu- 
blHhed  here  by  fome  obfcure  printer,  (and  certain- 
ly with  a  bad  defign),  we  are  told,  that  the  Pa* 
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pljts  in  Ireland  have  entered  into  an  aj/bciation  againft 
his  coin  :  although  it  be  notoriously  known,  that 
they  never  once  offered  to  ftirin  the  matter;  fo  that 
the  two  houies  of  parliament,  the  privy  council, 
the  great  numbers  of  corporations,  the  Lord  Mayor 
and  aldermen  of  Dublin,  the  grand  juries,  and  prin- 
cipal gentlemen  of  feveral  counties,  are  ftigmatiz- 
ed  in  a  lump  under  the  name  of  Papifls. 

This  impoltor  and  his  crew  do  likewife  give  outj 
that  by  refuting  to  receive  his  drofs  for  Sterling, 
we  "  difpute  the  King's  prerogative,  are  grown 
t4  ripe  for  rebellion,  and  ready  to  ihake  off  the 
<f  dependency  of  Ireland  upon  the  crown  of  Eng- 
"  land."  To  countenance  which  reports  he  hath 
publiihed  a  paragraph  in  another  news-paper  to  let 
us  know,  that  u  the  Lord  Lieutenant  is  ordered  to 
ct  come  over  immediately  to  fettle  his  halfpence." 

I  intreat  you,  my  dear  countrymen,  not  to  be 
under  the  leaft  concern  upon  thefe,  and  the  like 
rumours,  which  are  no  more  than  the  lait  howls. 
of  a  clog  differed  alive,  as  I  hope  he  hath  fuffi- 
ciendy  been.  1  hefe  calumnies  are  the  only  referve 
that  is  left  him.  For  fureiy  our  continued  and 
(alrnoit)  unexampled  loyalty  will  never  be  called 
in  queftion,  for  not  fuffering  ourfelves  to  be  rob- 
bed of  all  that  we  have  by  one  obfcurc  iron- 
monger. 

As  to  difputing  the  King's  prerogative,  give  me 
leave  to  explain  to  thofe  who  are  ignorant  what  the 
meaning  of  th.it  word  prerogative  is. 

The  kings  of  thefe  realms  enjoy  feveral  powers, 
wherein  the  laws  have  not  interpofed  ;  fo  they  can 
make  war  and  peace  without  the  confent  of  parlia- 
ment, and  this  is  a  very  great  prerogative  :  but  if 
the  parliament  doth  not  approve  of  the  war,  the 
King  mult  bear  the  charge  of  it  out  of  his  own 
purie  ;  and  this  is  as  great  a  check  on  the  crown. 
So  the  King  hath  a  prerogative  to  coin  money  with- 
out confent  of  parliament  :  but  he  cannot  compel 

the 
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•the  fubjecl  to  take  that  money,  except  it  be  Ster- 
ling, gold  or  {ilver  ;  becaufe  herein  he  is  limited 
by  law.  Some  princes  have  indeed  extended  their 
prerogative  farther  than  the  law  allowed  them  : 
wherein  however  the  lawyers  of  fucceeding  ages,  as 
fond  as  they  are  of  precedents,  have  never  dared  to 
juftify  them.  But,  to  fay  the  truth,  it  is  only  of 
late  times  that  prerogative  hath  been  fixed  and  ai- 
certained.  For  whoever  reads  the  hiftory  of  Eng- 
land will  find,  that  fome  former  kings,  and  thofe, 
none  of  the  worrt,  have  upon  fevcral  occalions 
ventured  to  control  the  laws,  with  very  little  cere- 
mony or  fcruple,  even  latter  than  the  days  of  Queen 
Elifabeth.  In  her  reign,  that  pernicious  amnfel  of 
fending  baft  money  hither  very  narrowly  failed,  of 
loiing  the  kingdom  ;  being  complained  of  by  the 
Lord  Deputy,  the  council,  and  the  whole  body  of 
the  Engliih  here  :  fo  that,  foon  after  her  death,  it 
was  recalled  by  her  iuccelTor,  and  lawful  money 
paid  in  exchange. 

Having  thus  given  you  fome  notion  of  what  is 
meant  by  the  King's  pi  t'ro«ative,  as  far  as  a  tradesman 
can  be  thought  capable  of  explaining  it,  I  will  only 
add  the  opinion  of  the  great  Lord  Bacon,  that  "  as 
"  GOD  governs  the  world  by  the  fettled  laws  of 
*'  nature,  which  he  hath  made,  and  never  tran- 
l£<  fcends  thofe  laws  but  upon  high,  important  oc- 
tf  cafions  :  fo,  among  earthly  princes,  thofe  arc 
*'  the  wife  ft  and  beft,  who  govern  by  the  known 
"  laws  of  the  country,  and  feldomeft  make  ufe  of 
"  their  prerogative." 

Now  here  you  may  fee,  that  the  vile  ace u fa i /on 
of  Wood  and  his  accomplices ,  charging  us  wrJi 
"  d  if  pitting  the  King's  prerogative"  by  refufing  hi;; 
brafs,  can  have  no  place ;  becaufe  compelling  the 
fubjecl:  to  take  any  coin,  which  is  not  Sterling,  is 
no  part  of  the  King's  prerogative;  and  I  am  very 
confident,  if  it  were  fo,  we  mould  be  the  laft  of 
his  people  to  difpute  it,  as  well  from  thn  inviolable 

loyalty 
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loyalty  we  have  always  paid  to  his  Majefty,  ns  from 
the  treatment  we  might  in  fuch  a  cafe  ju.'tly  expect 
from  fome  who  feem  to  think  we  have  neither  <;  m- 
m:n  fenfe,  r.or  common  fenfes.  But,  God  be  thank- 
ed, the  beft  of  them  are  only  our  feliow-fuhjecls, 
and  not  our  majlers,  One  great  merit  I  am  jure 
we  have,  which  thofe  of  Engliih  bii-th  can  have  no 
pretence  to,  that  our  anceftors  reduced  this  king- 
dom to  the  obedience  of  England  ;  for  which  we 
have  been  rewarded  with  a  u-or/e  climate,  the  privi- 
lege of  being  governed  by  laws  to  which  we  do  not 
content,  a  ruined  trade,  a  houfe  of  Peers  without 
jurifdicl-.on,  almoft  an  incapacity  for  all  employ- 
ments, and  the  dread  of  Wood's  halfpence3. 

But  we  are  fo  far  from  difputing  the  King's  prero- 
gative in  coining,  that  we  own  he  hath  power  to 
give  a  patent  to  any  man  for  fetting  his  royal  image 
and  fuperfcription  upon  whatever  materials  he 
pleafes  ;  and  liberty  to  the  patentee  to  offer  them 
in  any  country  from  England  to  Japan,  only  attend- 
ed with  one  fmall  limitation,  that  *'  no  body  alive 
"  is  obliged  to  take  them. 

Upon  thefe  considerations  I  was  ever  againft  all 
rccourfe  to  England  for  a  remedy  againft  the  pre- 
fent  impending  evil ;  efpecially  when  I  obfervecl, 
that  the  adclreiFes  of  both  houfes  after  long  expec- 
tance produced  nothing  but  a  REPORT  altogether 
in  favour  of  Wood  ;  upon  which  I  made  fome 
'  obfervations  in  a  former  letter,  and  might  at  lean: 
have  made  as  many  more  ;  for  it  is  a  paper  of  as 
fingular  a  nature  as  I  ever  beheld. 

But  I  miftake  :  for  before  this  report  was  made, 
his  Majefty 's  moft  gracious  anfwer  to  the  houfe  of 
Lords  was  lent  over,  and  printed  ;  wherein  are 
thefe  words,  "  granting  the  patent  for  coining 
*'  halfpence  and  farthings,  AGREE AEf.E  TO  THE 

"    PRACTICE'OF  HIS  ROYAL  P  RE  D  F,  CE  SS  ORS,  &C." 

That  King  Charles  II.  and   King  James  II.   (AND 
THEY  ONLY)  did  grant  patents  for  this  purpcfe,  is 
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indifputable,  and  I  have  {hewn  it  at  large.  Their 
patents  were  patted  under  the  great  feal  of  Ireland, 
by  references  to  Ireland,  the  copper  to  be  coined 
in  Ireland  ;  the  patentee  was  bound  on  demand  to 
receive  his  coin  back  in  Ireland,  and  pay  iilver  and 
gold  in  return.  Wood's  patent  was  made  under 
the  great  feal  of  England,  the  brafs  coined  in  Eng- 
land, not  the  leaft  reference  made  to  Ireland  ;  the 
fum  immenfe,  and  the  patentee  under  no  obliga- 
tion to  receive  it  again,  and  give  good  money  for 
it.  This  I  only  mention,  becaufe  in  my  private 
thoughts  I  have  fometim.es  made  a  query,  whether 
the  penner  of  thofe  words  in  his  Majefty's  moft 
gracious  anfwer,  AGREEABLE  TO  THE  PRACTICE 
OF  HIS  ROYAL  PREDECESSORS,  had  maturely 
coniidered  the  feveral  circumftances,  which  in  my 
poor  opinion  feem  to  make  a  difference  *. 

Let  me  now  fay  fomething  concerning  the  other 
great  caufe  of  fome  people's  fear,  as  AVood  has 
taught  the  London  news-writer  to  exprefs  it,  that 
"  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  is  coming  o- 
"  ver  to  fettle  Wood's  halfpence." 

We  know  very  well,  that  the  Lords  Lieutenants 
for  feveral  years  paft  have  not  thought  this  king- 
dom "  worthy  the  honour  of  their  refidence," 
longer  than  was  abfolutely  necefTary  for  the  King'^ 
bunnefs  ;  which  confequently  "  wanted  no  fpeed  in 
*'  the  difpatch."  And  therefore  it  naturally  fell 
into  moft  mens  thoughts,  that  a  new  governor, 
coming  at  an  unufual  time,  muft  portend  fome  itn- 
itfiidl  buiinefs  to  be  done  ;  efpecially  if  the  com- 
mon report  be  true,  that  the  parliament,  proro- 
gued to  I  know  not  when,  is  by  a  new  fummons 
revoking  that  prorogation  to  afTemble  foon  after 
his  arrival ;  fcr  which  extraordinary  proceeding 
the  lawyers  on  t'other  fide  the  water  have  by  great 
good  fortune  found  two  precedents. 

*  See  the  note  ;\t  the  end  of  this  letter., 
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All  this  being  granted,  it  can  never  enter  into 
my  head,  that  fo  little  a  ire  iture  <?j  Wood  could 
find  credit  enough  with  the  King  and  his  minifters 
to  have  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  lent  hither 
in  a  hurry  upon  his  errand. 

For,  let  us  take  the  whole  matter  nakedly,  as  it 
lies  before  us,  without  the  refinements  of  fome 
people,  with  which  we  have  nothing  to  do.  Here 
is  a  patent  granted  under  the  great  ieai  of  England, 
upon  falfe  fuggeftions,  to  one  William  Wood  for 
coining  copper  halfpence  for  Ireland  :  the  parlia- 
ment here,  upon  apprehenfions  of  the  worft  con- 
fequences  from  the  faid  patent,  acldrefs  the  King 
to  have  it  recalled  :  this  is  refufed,  and  a  commit- 
tee of  the  privy  council  report  to  his  Majefty,  that 
Wootl  has  performed  the  conditions  of  his  patent. 
He  then  is  left  to  do  the  beft  he  can  with  his  half- 
pence, no  man  being  obliged  to  receive  them  ;  the 
people  here  being  likewife  left  to  themfelves,  unite 
as  one  man,  refolving  they  will  have  nothing  to  do 
with  his  ware.  By  this  plain  account  of  the  fact  it 
is  manifeft,  that  the  King  and  his  miniftry  are 
wholly  out  of  the  cafe,  and  the  matter  is  left' to  be 
difputed  between  him  and  us.  Will  any  man  there- 
fore attempt  to  perfuade  me,  that  a  lord  lieutenant 
is  to  be  difpatched  over  in  great  hafte  before  the 
ordinary  time,  and  a  parliament  fummoned  by  an- 
ticipating a  prorogation,  merely  to  put  an  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  into  the  pocket  of  a  Jbarper  by 
the  ruin  of  a  moft  loyal  kingdom  ? 

But  fuppofing  all  this  to  be  true ;  by  what  argu- 
ments could  a  lord  lieutenant  prevail  on  the  fame 
parliament,  which  addrefTed  with  fo  much  zeal  and 
carneftnefs  againft  this  evil,  to  pafs  it  into  a  law  ? 
I  am  fure  their  opinion  of  Wood  and  his  project 
is  not  mended  imce  their  laft  prorogation  :  and 
fuppofing  thofe  methods  fhould  be  ufed,  which  de- 
tractors tell  us  have  been  fometimes  put  in  prac- 
tice for  gaining  votes,  it  is  well  known,  that  in  this 
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kingdom  there  are  few  employments  to  be  given  ; 
and,  if  there  were  more,  it  is  as  well  known  to 
xvhofe  ihare  they  muft  fall. 

But,  becaufe  great  numbers  of  you    are   altoge- 
ther ignorant  of  the  affairs  of  vour  country,  I  will 

\-J  4  J      * 

tell  you  fome  reafons,  why  there  are  ib  few  em- 
ployments to  be  difpofed  of  in  this  kingdom.  All 
coniiderable  offices  for  life  here  are  porTerTed  by 
thofe  to  whom  the  reverfions  were  granted  ;  and 
thefe  have  been  generally  followers  of  the  chief  go- 
vernors, or  perfons  who  had  intereft  in  the  court 
of  England  :  fo  the  Lord  Berkeley  of  Stratum 
holds  that  great  office  of  maftcr  of  the  roils  ;  the 
Lord  Palmer/Ion  isjirji  remembrancer,  worth  near 
2OQ.O  /.  per  annum.  One  Dodington,  fecretary  to 
to  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  begged  the  reversion  of 
flerk  of  the  pells  >  worth  2500  /.  a-year,  which  he 
now  enjoys  by  the  death  of  the  Lord  Newton.  Mr. 
Southwell  is  fecretarv  of  ftate,  and  the  Earl  of 

*  ^ 

Burlington  Lord  HighTreafurer  of  Ireland  by  in- 
heritance. Thefe  are  only  a  few  among  many  o- 
thers  which  I  have  been  told  of,  but  cannot  re- 
member. Nay,  the  reverfion  of  feveral  employ- 
ments during  pleafure  is  granted  the  fame  way. 
This  among  many  others  is  a  circumftance  where- 
by the  kingdom  of  Ireland  is  diftinguifhed  from 
all  other  nations  upon  earth,  and  makes  it  fo  diffi- 
cult an  affair  to  get  into  a  civil  employ,  that  Mr. 
Addifon  was  forced  to  purchafe  an  old  obfcure 
place,  called  keeper  of  the  records  in  Benmngbanfs 
toiver,  of  ten  pounds  a-year,  and  to  get  a  falary  of 
400  /.  annexed  to  it,  though  all  the  records  there 
are  not  worth  half  a  crown  either  for  curiofity  or 
tife.  And  we  lately  law  a  favourite  fecretary  *  de- 
fcend  to  be  mafter  of  the  revels,  which  by  his  credit 
and  extortion  he  hath  made  pretty  coniiderable.  I 
lay  nothing  of  the  under-treafurerfhip  \vorih  about 

*  Mr.  Hopkins,  fecietary  to  the  Duke  of  Grafton. 
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9000  /.  a-year,  nor  of  the  commiffioners  of  the  re- 
venue four  of  whom  generally  live  in  England;  for 
J  think  none  of  thefe  are  granted  in  reveriion.  But 
the  jeft  is,  that  I  have  known,  upon  occafion,  fome 
of  thefe  abfent  officers  as  keen  againft  the  intereft  of 
Ireland  as  if  they  had  never  been  indebted  to  her 
for  a.ftng!e  gro'it. 

I  confeis  I  have  been  fometimes  tempted  to  wifh, 
that  this  project  of  Wood  might  fucceed ;  becaufe 
I  reflected  with  fome  pleafure,  what  a  jolly  crew  it 
would  bring  over  among  us  of  lords,  and  'fquires,  and 
pensioners  of  both  fexes,  and  officers  civil  and  milita- 
ry, where  wefhould  live  together  as  merry  and  foci- 
able  as  beggars ;  only  with  this  one  abatement,  that  we 
ihould  neither  have  meat  to  feed,  nor  mwufaRures 
to  clothe  us,  unlefs  we  could  be  content  to  prance 
about  in  coats  of  mail,  or  eat  brafs  as  oftriches  do 
iron. 

I  return  from  this  digreffion  to  that  which  gave 
me  occalion  of  making  it  •  and  I  believe  you  are 
now  convinced,  that  if  the  parliament  of  Ireland 
were  as  iemptable  as  any  other  affembly  within  a  mile 
of  Chriftendom,  (which  God  forbid)  ;  yet  the  ma- 
nagers muft  of  neceffity  fail  for  want  of  tools  to 
work  with.  But  I  will  yet  go  one  ftep  farther,  by 
iuppofing,  that  a  hundred  new  employments  were 
creeled  on  purpofe  to  gratify  compilers  :  yet  ftill 
an  mfuperable  difficulty  would  remain.  For  it  hap- 
pens, I  know  not  how,  that  money  is  neither  Whig 
nor  TV}',  neither  of  town  nor  country  party ;  and 
it  is  not  improbable,  that  a  gentleman  would  ra- 
ther chul  e  to  live  upon  his  own  eftate,  which  brings 
him  gold  and  iilver,  than  with  the  addition  of  an 
employment,  when  his  rents  and  falaries  muft  both 
be  paid  in  Wood's  brafs,  at  above  eighty  per  cent. 
difcount. 

For  thefe,  and  many  other  reafons,  I  am  confi- 
dent you  need  not  be  under  the  leaft  apprehenfions 
from  the  fudden  expectation  of  the  Lord  Lieuie- 
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nant  *,  while  we  continue  in  our  hearty  difpofk'on, 
to  alter  which  no  fuitable  temptation  can  pombly 
be  offered.  And  if,  as  I  have  often  aflerted  from 
the  bed  authority,  the  law  hath  not  left  a  power  in 
the  crown  to  force  any  money,  except  Sterling,  up- 
on the  iubj eel;  much  lefs  can  the  crown  devolve 
fuch  ?i  power  upon  another. 

This  I  fpeak  with  the  utmoft  refpecl  to  the  per- 
fon  and  dignity  of  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Carte- 
ret,  whofe  character  was  lately  given  me  by  a  gen- 
tleman that  hath  known  him  from  his  firft  appear- 
ance in  the  world  ;  that  gentleman  describes  him 
as  a  young  man  of  great  accomplilhments,  excel- 
lent learning,  regular  in  his  life,  and  of  much  fpi- 
rit  and  vivacity.  He  hath  fince,  as  I  have  heard, 
been  employed  abroad  ;  was  principal  fecretary  of 
ftate  :  and  is  now  about  the  thirty-leventh  year  of 
his  age  appointed  Lord  Lieutenant  or  Ireland.  From 
fuch  a  governor  this  kingdom  may  reaibnably  hope: 
for  as  much  profperity  as,  under  Jo  mary  dijcourage- 
ments,  it  can  be  capable  of  receiving. 

It  is  true  indeed,  that  within  the  memory  of 
man  there  have  been  governors  of  ib  much  dexte- 
rity, as  to  carry  points  of  terrible  confequences  to 
this  kingdom  by  their  power  with  thofe  who  are  in 
office  :  and  by  their  arts  in  managing  or  deluding  o- 
thers  with  oath  ,  affability^  and  even  with  dinners. 
If  Wood's  brafs  had  in  thole  times  been  upon  the 
anvil,  it  is  obvious  enough  to  conceive  what  me- 
thods would  have  been  taken.  Depending  perfons 
would  have  been  told  in  plain  terms,  that  it  was  a 
t{  fervice  expecled  from  them  under  the  pain  of  the 
"  public  bulinefs  being  put  into  more  complying 
"  hands."  Others  would  be  allured  by-ptom^fes. 
To  tlr.;  country-gentlemen,  bendes  good  words,  Bur- 
guii'iy,  and  clofeting,  it  might  perhaps  have  been 
hinted,  how  "  kindly  it  would  be  taken  to  comply 

*  Lord  Carter?*,  new  Eavl  of  Granviile. 
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ec  with  a  royal  patent,  although  it  were  not  com- 
"  pulfory:"  that  if  any  inconveniencies  enfued,  it 
might  be  made  up  with  other  graces  or  favours  here- 
after :  that  gentlemen  ought  to  confider,  ivhetber 
it  were  prudent  or  fafe  to  difguft  England :  They 
-would  be  defired  to  (t  think  of  fome  good  bills  for 
"  encouraging  of  trade,  and  fetting  the  poor  to 
ff  work  :  fome  further  acts  againft  Popery,  and 
"  for  uniting  Proteftants."  There  would  be  fo- 
lemn  engagements,  that  we  fhould  never  be  trou- 
bled with  f(  above  forty  thoufand  pounds  in  his 
"  coin,  and  all  of  the  beft  and  weightiest  fort, 
t(  for  which  we  fiiall  only  give  our  manufactures  in 
<c  exchange,  and  keep  our  gold  and  filver  at  home. 
Perhaps  a  feafonable  report  of  fome  invaiion  would 
have  been  fpread  in  the  moft  proper  juncture : 
which  is  a  great  fmoother  of  rubs  in  public  pro- 
ceedings ;  and  we  fhould  have  been  told,  that  "  this 
"  was  no  time  to  create  differences,  when  the  king- 
<l  dom  was  in  danger." 

Thefe,  I  fay,  and  the  like  methods,  would  in 
corrupt  tiiru's  have  been  taken  to  let  in  this  deluge 
of  brafs  among  us.  And,  I  am  confident,  even 
then  would  not  have  (ucceeded ;  much  lefs  under 
the  administration  of  fo  excellent  a  perfon  as  the 
Lord  CARTERET;  and  in  a  country  where  the 
people  of  all  ranks,  parties,  and  denominations, 
are  convinced  to  a  man,  that  the  utter  undoing  of 
themfelves  and  their  pofterity  for  ever  will  be  dat- 
ed from  the  admiffion  of  that  execrable  coin  :  that 
if  it  once  enters,  it  can  be  no  more  confined  to  a 
fmall  or  moderate  quantity,  than  a  plague  can  be 
confined  to  few  families ;  aud  that  no  equivalent 
can  be  given  by  an  earthly  power,  anymore  than  a 
dead  carcafe  can  be  recovered  to  life  by  a  cordial. 

There  is  one  comfortable  circumftance  in  this  u- 
niverfal  oppoiition  to  Mr.  "Wood,  that  the  people 
fent  over  hither  from  England  to  fill  up  our  vacan- 
cies, efcleftajlicalt  civil,  and  military,  are  all  on  our 
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fide.  Money,  the  great  divider  of  the  world,  hath 
by  a  ftrange  revolution  been  the  great  uniter  of  a 
moft  divided  people.  Who  would  leave  a  hundred 
pounds  a-year  in  England  (a  country  of  freedom) 
to  be  paid  a  thoufand  in  Ireland  out  of  Wood's  ex- 
chequer ?  The  gentleman  they  have  lately  made 
primate  *,  would  never  quit  his  feat  in  an  Engliih 
houfe  of  Lords,  and  his  preferments  at  Oxford  and 
Briitol  worth  twelve  hundred  pounds  a-year,  for  four 
times  the  denomination  here,  but  not  half  the  va- 
lue; therefore  I  expect  to  hear  he  will  be  as  good 
t\\\  Irifhman  at  leaft  upon  this  one  article  as  any  of 
his  brethren,  or  even  of  us,  who  have  had  the  mis- 
for  to  be  born  in  this  ifland.  For  thole  who,  in 
the  common  phrafe,  do  not  come  hither  to  learn  the 
language,  would  never  change  a  better  country  for 
a  worfe,  to  receive  braj's  infte;;d  of  gold. 

Another  {lander  fpread  by  Wood  and  his  emifla- 
ries,  is,  that  by  oppoling  him  we  difcover  an  incli- 
nation to  JJjaks  off  ytur  dependence  upon  the  croivn  of 
England.  Pray  obferve  how  important  a  perfon  is 
this  fame  Williim  Wood  ;  and  how  the  public  weal 
of  two  kingdoms  is  involved  in  his  private  intereft, 
Firft,  all  thofe  who  refufe  to  take  his  coin  are  Pa- 
•pifts  ;  for  lie  tells  us,  that  one  but  Papijls  are  ajb- 
ciated  againjl  him.  Secondly,  they  dif putt,  the  King's 
prerogative.  Thirdly,  they  are  rife  for  rebellion* 
And,  fourthly,  they  are  going  to  Jbake  off  the  de- 
pendence upon  the  crown  of  England',  that  is  to  fay, 
they  are  going  to  chitfe  another  king',  for  there  can  be 
no  other  meaning  in  this  expreflion,  however  fome 
may  pretend  to  ftrain  it. 

And  this  gives  me  an  opportunity  of  explaining 
to  thofe  who  are  ignorant,  another  point,  which 
hath  often  fwelied  in  my  breaft.  Thofe  who  come 
over  hither  to  us  from  England,  and  fome  weak 
people  among  ourfelves,  whenever  in  difcourfe  we 

«    Dr,  Hugh  Boulter, 
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make  mention  of  liberty  and  property,  {hake  their 
heads,  and  tell  us,  that  *  Ireland  is  a  depending 
kingdom ;  as  if  they  would  feem  by  this  phraie  to 
intend,  that  the  people  of  Ireland  are  in  fome  State 
of  ilavery  or  dependence  different  from  tliofe  of 
England  ;  whereas  a  depending  kingdom  is  a  modern 
term  of  art,  unknown,  as  I  have  heard,  to  all  an- 
cient civilians,  and  writers  upon  government ;  and 
Ireland  is,  on  the  contrary,  called  in  fome  Statutes 
an  imperial  croivn,  as  held  only  from  God  ;  which 
is  as  high  a  Style  as  any  kingdom  is  capable  of  re- 
ceiving. Therefore  by  this  expreffion,  a  depending 
kingdom,  there  no  more  to  be  understood,  than 
that,  by  a  Statute  made  herein  the  thirty-third  year 
of  Henry  VIII.  t(  the  King,  and  his  fucceiTors,  are 
"  to  be  Kings  imperial  of  this  realm,  as  united 
"  and  knit  to  the  imperial  crown  of  England."  I 
have  looked  over  all  the  Englifh  and  Irifh  Statutes 
\vi  hout  finding  any  law  that  makes  Ireland  depend 
upon  England,  any  more  than  England  doth  upon 
Ireland.  We  have  indeed  obliged  ourfelves  to  have 
the  fame  King  with  them  ;  and  consequently  they 
are  obliged  to  have  the  fame  King  with  us.  For  the 
law  was  made  by  our  own  parliament  ;  and  our  an- 
ceftors  then  were  not  Such  fools  (whatever  they 
were  in  the  preceding  reign)  to  bring  themfelves 
under  I  know  not  what  dependence,  which  is  now 
talked  of,  without  any  ground  of  /aiu,  reafon,  or 
common  fenfe. 

Let  who  ever  think  otherwife,  I,  M.  B  drapier, 
•delire  to  be  excepted  :  for  I  declare,  next  under 
GOD  I  depend  only  on  the  King  my  Sovereign,  and 
on  the  laws  of  my  own  country.  And  I  am  fo  far 
from  depending  upon  the  people  of  England,  that 
if  they  fhould  ever  rebel  againSt  my  Sovereign, 
(which  God  forbid)  I  would  be  ready  at  the  firSfc 
command  from  his  MajeSty  to  take  arms  againft 

*  See  the  note  at  the  end  of  this  letter, 
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them,  as  fome  of  my  countrymen  did  againft  theirs 
at  Prefton.  And  if  fuch  a  rebellion  ihould  prove 
fo  fuccefsful  as  to  fix  the  Pretender  on  the  throne 
of  England,  I  would  venture  to  trangrefs  that  fta- 
tute  fo  far,  as  to  lofe  every  drop  of  my  blood  to 
hinder  him  from  being  King  of  Ireland  *. 

It  is  true  indeed,  that  within  the  memory  of  man 
the  parliaments  of  England  have  fometimes  arTum- 
ed  the  power  of  binding  this  kingdom  by  laws  en- 
acted there  ;  wherein  they  were  at  firft  openly  op- 
pofed  (as  far  as  truth,  reafon,  and  juftice  are  ca- 
pable of  oppofing)  by  the  famous  Mr.  Molineux, 
an  Englilh  gentleman  born  here,  as  well  as  by  feve- 
ral  of  the  greateft  patriots  and  beft  Whigs  in  England ; 
but  the  love  and  torrent  of  power  prevailed.  In- 
deed the  arguments  on  both  fides  were  invincible. 
For  in  reafon,  all  government  without  the  confent 
of  the  governed,  is  the  very  definition  of  flavery  : 
but,  in  fact,  "  eleven  men  well  armed  will  certain- 
"  ly  fubdue  one  fingle  man  in  his  fhirt."  But  I  have 
clone  :  for  thofe  who  have  ufed  power  to  cramp  li- 
berty, have  gone  fo  far  as  to  refent  even  the  liberty 
of  complaining ;  although  a  man  upon  the  rack 
was  never  known  to  be  refufcd  the  liberty  of  roaring 
as  loud  as  he  thought  fit. 

And  as  we  are  apt  to  fink  too"  much  under  un- 
reafonable  fears,  fo  we  are  too  loon  inclined  to  be 
raifed  by  groundlcfs  hopes,  according  to  the  nature 
of  all  confumptive  bodies  like  ours.  Thus  it  hath 
been  given  about  for  feveral  days  paft,  \\vzt  fmcbo- 
dy  in  England  empowered  afccondfomtbody  to  write 
to  a  thirdjbmebocly  here  to  allure  us,  that  we  Jbwld 
no  more  be  trouble  I  ivith  thefe  halfpence.  And  this 
is  reported  to  be  done  by  the  fame  perfon  f ,  who 
is  faid  to  have  fworn  fome  months  ago,  that  he 
would  ram  them  down  their  throats,  (though  I  doubt 

*  This  paragraph  gave  grc^t  offence.      See  letter  5. 
•f   Mr.  Walpok,  afterwards  Farl  of  Oifon), 
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they  would  ftick  in  our  ftomachs) :  but  which  ever 
of  thefe  reports  be  true  or  falfe,  it  is  no  con- 
cern of  ours.  For  in  this  point  we  have  nothing  to 
do  with  Englifh  ininifters  :  and  I  ihould  be  forry 
to  leave  it  in  their  power  to  redrefs  this  grievance, 
or  to  enforce  it ;  for  the  report  of  the  committee  hath 
given  me  a  furfeit.  The  remedy  is  wholly  in  our 
own  hands  j  and  therefore  I  have  degreffed  a  little 
in  order  to  refrefh  and  continue  that  fpirit  fo  fea- 
fonably  raifed  among  you  :  and  to  let  you  feey  that 
by  the  laws  of  GOD,  of  NATURE,  of  NATIONS, 
and  of  your  COUNTRY,  you  ARE,  and  OUGHT  to 
be  as  FREE  a  people  as  your  brethren  in  England. 

If  the  pamphlets  publimed  at  London  by  Wood- 
End  his  journeymen  in  defence  of  his  caufe  were  re- 
printed here,  and  that  our  countrymen  could  be  per- 
fuaded  to  read  them,  they  could  be  perfuaded  of 
his  wicked  defign,  more  than  all  I  mall  ever  be  able 
to  fay.  In  iliort,  I  make  him  a  perfect  faint  in 
comparifon  of  what  he  appears  to  be  from  the 
writings  of  thofe  whom  he  hires  to  juftify  his  pro- 
ject. But  he  is  fo  far  mafter  of  the  field  (1st  others 
guefs  the  reafon),  that  no  London  printer  dare  pub- 
lifh  any  paper  written  in  favour  of  Ireland;  and 
here  no  body  hath  yet  been  fo  bold  as  to  publifh 
any  thing  in  favour  of  him.. 

There  was,  a  few  day  ago,  a  pamphlet  fent  me 
of  near  fifty  pages  written  in  favour  of  Mr.  Wood 
and  his  coinge,  printed  in  London  :  it  is  not  worth 
anfwering,  becaufe  probably  it  will  never  be  pub- 
lifhed  here.  But  it  gave  me  occafion  to  reflect  up- 
on an  unhappinefs  we  lie  under,  that  the  people  of 
England  are  utterly  ignorant  of  our  cafe  ;  which  how- 
ever is  now  under,  fince  it  is  a  point  they  do  not  in 
the  leaft  concern  themfelves  about,  farther  than  per- 
haps as  a  fubject  of  difcourfe  in  a  coffeehoufe  when 
they  have  no'diing  elfe  to  talk  of.  For  I  have  rea- 
fon  to  believe,  that  no  nnnifter  ever  gave  himfelf 
the  trouble  of  reading  any  papers  written  in  our 
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defence,  becaufe  I  fuppofe  their  opinions  are  already 
determined^  and  are  formed  wholly  upon  the  re- 
ports of  Wood  and  his  accomplices:  elfe  it  would 
be  impoffibie,  that  any  man  could  have  the  impu- 
dence to  -write  fuch  a  pamphlet  as  i  have  men- 
tioned. 

Our  neighbours,  ^L•hofe  underjl  findings  are  juft  up- 
on a  level  iiith  ours  (which  perhaps  are  none  of  the 
bright  eji)t  have  a  ftrong  contempt  for  moil  nations, 
but  especially  for  Ireland.  They  look  upon  us  as 
a  fort  of  f  av age  Iriili,  whom  our  anceftors  con- 
quered feveral  hundred  years  ago.  And  if  I  fhould 
defcribe  the  Britons  to  you  as  they  were  in  Csefar's 
time,  when  they  c<  painted  their  bodies,  or  cloth- 
""  ed  themfelves  with  the  ikins  of  beafts,"  I  fhould 
act  fully  as  reafonably  as  they  do.  However,  they 
are  fo  far  to  be  excufed  in  relation  to  the  prefent 
fubjeft,  that  hearing  only  one  iide  of  the  caufe, 
and  having  neither  opportunity  nor  curioiity  to 
examine  the  other,  they  believe  a  lie  merely  for 
their  eafe;  and  conclude,  becaufe  Mr,  Wood  pre- 
tends to  have  power,  he  hath  alfo  reafon  on  his 
fide. 

Therefore,  to  let  you  fee  how  this  cafe  is  repre- 
fented  in  England  by  Y/ood  and  his  adherents,  I 
have  thought  it  proper  to  extract  out  of  that  pam- 
phlet a  few  of  thole  notorious  falfehoods  in  point 
of  faff  and  reasoning  contained  therein,  the  know- 
ledge whereof  will  confirm  my  countrymen  in  their 
oivn  right  fentiments,  when  they  will  fee,  by  com- 
paring both,  how  much  their  enemies  are  in  the 
wrong. 

Firft,  the  writer  po/itively  affcrts,  "  That 
M  Wood's  halfpence  were  current  among  us  for 
*'  feveral  months,  with  the  univcrfal  approbation 
"  of  all  people,  without  one  tingle  gaimayer;  and 
"  we  all,  to  a  man,  thought  ourielves  happy  in 
"  having  them." 

Secondly, 


C{ 


THE  DRAPIER's  LETTERS. 

Secondly,  he  affirms,   "  That  we  were  drawn  in- 
to a  diilike  of  them  only  by  fome  cunning,    evil- 
defigning  men  among  us,  who   oppofed  this  pa- 
*'  patent  of  Wood  to  get  another  for  themfelves." 

Thirdly,  That  "  thofe  who  moft  declared  at  firit 
t(  againft  Wood's  patent,  were  the  very  men  who 
€<  intend  to  get  another  for  their  own  advantage." 
Fourthly,  That  c<  our  parliament  and  privy 
"  council,  the  Lord  Mayor  and  aldermen  of  Dub- 
"  lin,  the  grand  juries  and  merchants,  and  in  ihort 
t(  the  whole  kingdom,  nay,  the  very  clogs  (as  he 
"  expreffeth  it]^  were  fond  of  thofe  halfpence,  till 
"  they  were  inflamed  by  thofe  few  defigning  per- 
"  fons  aforefaid." 

Fifthly,  he  fays  directly,  That  "  all  thofe  who 
"  oppofed  the  halfpence,  were  Papifts,  and  enemies 
*'  to  King  George." 

Thus  far,  I  am  confident,  the  moft  ignorant  among 
you  can  fafely  fwear  from  your  own  knowledge,  that 
the  author  is  a  moft  notorious  liar  in  every  article ; 
the  direct  contrary  being  fo  manifeft  to  the  whole 
kingdom,  that,  if  occaiion  required,  we  might  get 
it  confirmed  under  five  hundred  thoufand  hands. 

Sixthly,  he  would  perfuade  us,  That  "  if  we 
"  fell  five  ihillings  worth  of  our  goods  or  manu- 
{t  factures  for  two  ihillings  and  fourpence  worth 
"  of  copper,  although  the  copper  were  melted 
"  down,  and  that  we  could  get  five  {hillings- in  gold 
"  and  iilver  for  the  f  ud  goods  ;  yet  to  take  the 
"  f  lid  two  fh  ilings  and  four  pence  in  copper  would 
"  be  greatly  for  our  advantage." 

And,  laftly,  he  makes  us  a  very  fair  offer,  as 
impowered  by  Wood,  That  "'  if  we  will  take  off 
u  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  in  his  halfpence 
"  for  our  goods,  and  likewife  pay  him  three  per 
*'  cent,  intereft  for  thirty  years  for  an  hundred  and 
"  twenty  thoufand  pounds  (at  which  he  computes 
*'  the  coinage  above  the  intrinfic  value  of  the  cop- 
"  per)  for  the  loan  of  his  coin,  he  will  after  that 

"  time 
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"  time  give  us  good  money  for  what  halfpence  will 
16  be  then  -eft." 

Let  me  place  this  offer  in  as  clear  a  light  as  I 
can  to  mew  the  infupportable  villainy  and  impu- 
dence of  that  incorrig  b  e  wretch.  FiriK  (fays  he), 

I  will  fend  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  of  my 

coin  into  your  country  :   the   copper  I   compute 

to  be,  in  real  value,  eighty  thoufand  pounds,  and 
"  I  charge  you  with  an  hundred  and  twenty  thou- 
"  fand  pounds  for  the  coinage  ;  fo  that  you  fee,  I 

lend  you  an  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand 
'*  pounds  for  thirty  years;  for  which  you  iliail 
*'  pay  me  three//?/  cent,  that  is  to  fay,  three  thcu- 
"  land  fix  hundred  pounds  ter  aimum9  which 
"  in  thirty  years  will  amount  to  an  hundred 
"  and  eight  thoufand  pounds.  And  when  thefe 
"  thirty  years  are  expired,  return  me  my  copper, 
*4  and  I  will  give  you  good  money  for  it." 

This  is  the  propofal  made-  to  tis  by  Wood  in  that 
pamphlet  wiitten  by  oiie  of  his  commiffioners  ;  and 
the  auther  is  fuppofcd  to  be  the  fame  infamous 
Colcby,  one  of  his  under-fwearers  at  the  commit* 
tee  of  council,  who  was  tried  for  robbing  the  trea- 
fury  here,  where  he  was  an  under- clerk. 

By  this  propofal  he  will  rirft  receive  two  hundred 
thoufand  pounds,  in  goods  or  fieri  ing,  for  as  much 
copper  as  he  values  at  eighty  thoufand  pounds,  but 
in  reality  not  worth  thirty  thoufand  pounds.  Se- 
condly, he  will  recover  for  intereft  an  hundred  and 
eight  thoufand  pounds  :  and  when  our  children 
come  thirty  years  hence  to  return  his  halfpence  up- 
on his  executors,  (for  before  that  time  he  will  be 
probably  gone  to  his  own  place),  thofc  cxet  liters 
will  very  reafonably  reject  them  as  raps  and  coun- 
terfeits, which  they  will  be,  and  millions  of  them 
of  his  own  coinage. 

Methinks  1  am  fond  offuch  a  dealer  as  this,  vho 
mends  every  day  upon  our  hands  like  a  I;i:r:  h 
reckoning,  wherein  if  you  difpiue  the  urrcaibn- 
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ablenfs   and   exorbitance    of   the  bill,    the  landlord 
ihail  bring  it  up  every  time  with  new  additions. 

Although  fhefe  and  the  like  pamphlets  publiflied 
by  Wood  in  London  are  altogether  unknown  here, 
where  no  body  could  read  them  without  as  m-uch 
indignation,  as  contempt  would  allow:  yet  I 
thought  it  proper  to  give  you  a  fpecimen  how  the 
man  em  ploys  his  time,  where  he  rides  alone  with- 
out any  body  to  contradict  him ;  while  our  few 
friends  there  wonder  at  our  iilence  :  and  the  Eng- 
I! i'h  in  general,  if  they  think  of  this  matter  at  all, 
'impute  our  refufal  to  wilfulnefs  or  difafFection, 
juf;  -  Wood  and  his  hirelings  are  pleaied  to  re- 
prefent. 

But  although  our  arguments  are  not  fuffered  to 
foe  printed  in  England,  yet  the  confequence  will  be 
of  little  moment.  Let  Wood  endeavour  to  per- 
fuade  the  people  there,  that  we  ought  to  receive 
his  coin  ;  and  iet  me  convince  our  people  here,  that 
they  ought  ,o  >  ject  it  under  the  pain  of  our  utter 
•undoing:;  and  then  let  him  do  his  beft  arid  his 
.worft. 

Before  I  conclude,  I  muft  beg  leave,  in  all  hu- 
mility, to  teil  Mr.  Wood,  that  he  is  guilty  of  great 
indifcreiion  by  caufing  fo  honourable  a  name  as 
that  of  Mr.  Walpole  to  be  mentioned  fo  often  and 
in  fuck  a  manner  upon  this  occafion.  A  fhort 
paper  printed  at  Briftol,  and  reprinted  here,  re- 
ports Mr.  Wood  to  fay,  that  he  "  wonders  at 
"  the  impudence  and  inlblence  of  the  Irifh  in  re- 
"  fufing  his  coin,  and  what  he  will  do  when  Mr, 
<£  Walpole  comes  to  town."  Where,  by  the  way, 
he  is  m;ftaken  ;  for  it  is  the  true  En  glim  people  of 
Ireland  who  refufe  it,  although  we  take  it  for 
granted,  that  the  Iriili  will  do  fo  too  whenever  they 
are  aiked.  In  another  printed  paper  of  his  con- 
triving it  is  roundly  exprefied,  that  Mr.  Walpole 
will  "  cram  his  brafs  down  our  throats."  Some- 
times it  is  given  out  that  we  muft  u  either  take 
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*'  thefe  halfpence,  or  eat  our  brogues:'  and  in 
another  news-letter,  but  of  yeftercliy,  we  read,  that 
the  fame  great  man  "  hath  worn  to  make  us  fwal- 
4<  low  his  coin  in  fire-bails." 

This  brings  to  my  mind  the  known  ttory  of  a 
Scotchman,  who  receiving  the  fentence  of  death, 
with  ail  the  circumttancesof  hanging,  beheading, 
quartering,  embowelling,  and  the  like,  ciied  out, 
"  What  need  all  this  cookery  ?"  And  I  think  we 
have  reafon  to  afk  the  fame  queftion  ;  for,  if  we 
believe  Wood,  here  is  a  dinner  getting  ready  for 
us  ;  and  you  fee  the  bill  of  fare  ;  and  1  am  Sorry 
the  drink  was  forgot ;  which  might  ealy  be  fupplicd  - 
with  melted  lead  and  flaming  pitch. 

What  vile  words  are  thefe  to  put  into  the  mouth 
of  a  great  counfellor,  in  high  truft  with  his  Ma- 
jetty,  and  looked  upon  as  a  prime  minifter  ?  If 
Mr.  Wood  hath  no  better  a  manner  of  reprefent- 
ing  his  patrons,  when  I  come  to  be  a  great  man  he 
fhall  never  be  iuftered  to  attend  at  my  levee.  This 
is  not  the  ttile  of  a  great  minifter  ;  it  favours  too 
ranch  of  the  kettle  and  the  furnace,  and  came  en- 
tirely out  of  Wood's  forje. 

As  for  the  threat  of  making  us  cat  our  brogue?, 
we  need  not  be  in  pain  ;  for  if  his  coin  Should  pafs, 
that  unpoiite  covering  for  th:  feet  would  no  longer 
be  a  national  reproach  ;  becanfc  then  we  iliouki 
have  neither  fhoe  nor  brogue  left  in  the  kingdom. 
But  here  the  falfehood  of  Mr.  Wood  is  fairly  dc- 
tefted  ;  for  I  am  confident  Mr.  Walpole  never 
heard  of  a  brogue  in  his  whole  life. 

As  to  (<  fvvallowing  thefe  halfpence  in  fire- 
"  balls,"  it  is  a  ftory  equally  improbable.  For,  to- 
execute  this  operation,  the  whole  flock  of  Mr. 
Wood's  coin  and  metal  muft  be  melted  down, 
and  moulded  into  hollow  balls  and  wild-nYe,  no 
bigger  than  a  reafonabie  throat  may  be  able  to 
fwallow.  Now,  the  metal  he  hath  prepared,  and 
alrcauv  coined,  will  amount  to  at  lead  fifty  mil- 
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lions  of  halfpence  to  be  fwallowed  by  a  million  and 
an  half  of  people  ;  fo  that,  allowing  two  halfpence 
to  each  ball,  there  will  be  about  feventeen  balls  of 
wildfire  a-piece  to  be  fwallowed  by  every  perfon 
in  the  kingdom  ;  and,  to  adminiiter  this  dole, 
there  cannot  be  conveniently  fewer  than  fifty  thou- 
iand  operators,  allowing  one  operator  to  every 
thirty  ;  which,  comidering  the  fqueamiihnefs  of 
Lome  flomachs,  and  the  peevjihnels  of  young  chil- 
dren, is  but  reafonable.  Now,  under  correction 
of  better  judgments,  I  think  the  trouble  and  charge 
of  fuch  an  exper  nient  would  exceed  the  profit  ; 
and  therefore  I  take  this  report  to  be  fpurious,  or, 
at  leal},  only  a  new  fcheme  of  Mr.  Wood  himfelf  ; 
which,  to  make  it  pafs  the  better  in  Ireland,  he 
would  father  it  upon  a  minister  of  itate. 

But  I  will  now  ckiTiOnitrate,  beyond  all  contra- 
diction, that  Mr.  Walpole  is  againit  this  project  of 
Mr.  Wood,  and  is  an  intire friend  to  Ireland,  only 
by  this  one  invincible  argument,  that  he  has  the 
imiverifal  opinion  of  being  a  wife  man,  an  able  mi- 
n.'iccr,  and  in  all  his  proceedings  purfuing  the  true 
intcrreft  of  the  King  his  mailer  :  and  that  as  his 
integrity  is  above  all  corruption,  ib  is  his  fortune 
above. all  temptation.  I  reckon,  therefore,  we  are 
prr'cclly  fare  from  that  corner,  and  f hall  never  be 
under  the  necefiky  of  contending  with  ib  formidable 
a  power,  but  be  left  to  poilefs  our  brogues  and  po- 
tatoas  in  peace,  as  *  "  remote  from  thunder  as  we 
*'  are  fro:u  Tuoiter." 

I  am,   my  dear  countrymen, 
your  loving  fellow-fubjeclr, 
fellQw-fufferer,  and 
humble  iervant. 

Oclober  13.   172^.  M.  B. 

*  Pr'cu!  a  jfcver  pncul  a,  fnininet 

Upon 
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Upon  the  arrival  of  Lord  Carteret,  foon  after 
the  publication  of  this  letter,  the  parlagesfrom  which 
this  note  is  referred  to  were  feleclcd  as  fuflicieirc 
grounds  for  profecuticn,  and  a  proclamation  was 
published  by  his  Excellency  and  council,  offering  a 
reward  of  three  hundred  pounds  fordifcovering  the 
author.  Harding  the  printer  was  imprifoned,  and 
a  bill  of  indictment  was  ordered  to  be  prepared  a- 
againrl  him  :  which  gave  occafion  to  the  follow- 
ing paper. 
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Seafonable   ADVICE   to   the    GRAND    JURY, 

concerning   the    bill  preparing  againft  the 
PRINTER  of  the  preceding  LETTER. 

INGE  a  bill  is  preparing  for  the  grand  jury  to 
find  again  it  the  printer  of  the  D  rapier's  la  ft 
Utter,  there  are  feveral  things  maturely  to  be  con- 
lidered  by  thofe  gentlemen  before  they  determine 
upon  it. 

r'irir,  They  are  to  confider,  that  the  author  of 
faid  pamphlet  did  write  three  other  difcourfes  on 
the  lame  iubject,  which,  inftead  of  being  cenfured, 
were  imiverfally  approved  by  the  whole  nation, 
and  were  allowed  to  have  raifed  and  continued  that 
fpirit  among  ns,  which  hath  hitherto  kept  out 
Wood's  coin  ;  for  all  men  will  grant,  that  if  thofe 
pamphlets  had  not  been  written,  his  coin  muft 
hive  over-run  the  nation  fome  months  ago. 

Secondly,  It  is  to  be  considered,  that  this  pam- 
i)!ilet,  againft  which  a  proclamation  hath  been  iflu- 
ttl,  is  written  bv  the  fame  author  ;  that  nobody  e- 

j  '  * 

ver  doubted  the  innocence  and  goodnefs  of  his  de- 
flop,  >7  that  lie  appears  through  the  whole  tenor  of 
it,  to  be  a  loyal  fubjedl  to  his  Majefty,  and  devdt- 
fxl  to  the  houie  of  Hanover,  and  declares  himfelf 
in  a  manner  peculiarly  zealous  againft  the  Pretend- 
er. And  if  iuch  a  writer  in  four  feveral  treatifes 
on  fo  nice  a  fubject,  where  a  royal  patent  is  con- 
( -.rned,  and  where  it  was  neceilary  to  fpeak  of 
England  and  of  liberty,  iliould  in  one  or  two 
places  happen  to  let  fall  an  inadvertent  expreffion, 
it  would  be  hard  to  condemn  him  after  all  the 
sjood  he  hath  done,  efpecially  when  we  coniider,. 
that  he  could  have  no  pcilible  defign  in  view  either 
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of  honour  or  profit,  but  purely  the  GOOD   of  his 

COUNTRY. 

Thirdly,  It  ought  to  be  well  confidered,  whether 
any  one  expreffion  in  the  laid  pamphlet  be  really 
liable  to  a  juil:  exception,  much  leis  to  be  found 
"  wicked,  malicious,  feditious,  reflecting  iipon  his 
"  Majcity  and  his  miniflry,  £c." 

The  t\vo  points  in  that  pamphlet,  which  it  is  fa  id 
the  profecutors  intend  chiefly  to  fix  on,  are,  fir  ft 
where  the  author  mentions  the  penner  of  the  King's 
anfwer.  Firft,  It  is  well  known  his  Majefty  is  not 
matter  of  the  Engliih  tongue  ;  ami  therefore  it  is 
neceilary  that  fome  other  perlbn  Ihoiild  be  employ- 
ed to  pen  what  he  hath  to  lay,  or  write  in  that  lan- 
guage. Secondly,  His  Majefty's  anfwer  is  not.  in 
the  firft  perfon,  but  in  the  third.  It  is  not  laid, 

WE  ARE  CONCERNED,  OR  OUR  ROYAL  PREDE- 
CESSORS ;  but  HIS  MAJESTY  is  concerned,  and  his 
ROYAL  PREDECESSOR.  By  which  it  is  plain,  thefe 
are  properly  not  the  words  of  his  Majelly  ;  but 
fuppofed  to  be  taken  from  him",  and  tranfmitted 
hither  by  one  of  his  minifters.  Thirdly,  It  will 
be  eaffly  feen,  that  the  author  of  the  pamphlet  de- 
livers his  ftntiments  upon  this  particular  with  the 
utmoft  caution  and  refpect,  as  any  impartial  reader 
will  obferve. 

The  feconu  paragraph,  which  it  is  fa  id  will  be 
taken  notice  of  as  a  motive  to  find  the  bill,  is  what 
the  author  lays  of  Ireland's  being  a  dependent 
kingdom  :  he  explains  all  the  dependence  he  knows 
of,  which  is  a  law  made  m  Ireland,  whereby  it  is 
enacted,  That  "  whoever  is  King  of  England  lhall 
i(  be  King  of  Ireland."  Before  this  explana- 
tion be  condemned,  and  the  bill  found  upon  it,  it 
would  be  proper  that  fome  lawyers  Ihoukl  fully  in- 
form the  jury  what  other  law  there  is,  either  fta- 
tute  or  common,  for  this  dependency  ;  and  if  there 
be  no  law,  there  is  no  tranfgrelllon. 

The  fourth  thing  very  maturely  to  be  confider- 

td 
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ed  by  the  jury,  is,  what  influence  their  finding  the 
bill  may  have  upon   the  kingdom  :    the  people  in 
general"  finding  no  fault  in  the  Drapier's  laft  book, 
any  more   than  the  three  former  ;    and  therefore 
when  they  hear  it  is  condemned  by  a   grand  jury 
of  Dublin,   they  will  conclude  it  is  done  in  favour 
of  Wood's  coin  ;   they  will  think  we  of  this  town 
have  changed  our  minds,  and  intend  to  take  thofe 
halfpence,  and  therefore  that  it  will  be  in  vain  for 
them  to  ftand  out  :   ib  that  the  queftion  comes   to 
this,  which  will  be  of  the  worft   confequence  ?  to 
let  pafs  one  or  two  expreiiions,  at   the  worft  only 
unwary,  in  a  book  written   for  the  public  fervice^; 
or  to  leave  a  free  open   paflage   for  Wood's   brais 
to  over-run  us,  by  which  we  fhall  be  undone   for 
ever. 

The   fifth   thing   to  be  confidered  is,  That   the 
members  of  the  grand  jury  being  merchants   and 
principal  ihopkeepers,  can 'have  no  fuitable  temp- 
tation* offered  them,  as  a  recompenfe  for  the  mil- 
chief  they  will  do  and  fuffer,  by  letting  in  this  coin  ; 
nor  can  be  at  any  lofs  or  danger   by   rejecting   the 
bill.     They  do  not  expect  any  employments  in  the 
ftate,  to  make  up  in  their  own  private  advantages- 
by  the  deftruction  of  their  country  ;  whereas  thofe 
who  go  about  to  advife,  entice,  or  threaten  them 
to   find  that  bill,    have   great  employments  which 
they  have  a  mind  to  keep,  or  to  get  greater  -T  as  it 
was'  likewife  the  cafe  of  all  thofe  who   figned  the 
proclamation  to  have  the  author  profecuted.    And 
therefore  it  is  known,  that  his    Grace   the   Lord 
Archbifliop  of  Dublin,  ib  renowned  for  his  piety, 
and  wifdom,  and   love  of  his  country,  absolutely 
refufed  to  condemn  the  book  or  the  author. 

Laftly,  It  ought  to  be  confidered,  what  confe- 
quence the  finding  the  bill  may  have  upon  a  poor 
man,  perfectly  innocent  j  I  mean  the  printer.  A 
lawyer  may  pick  out  expreflions,  and  make  them 
liable  to  exception,  where  no  other  man  is  able  to 

find 
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find  any.  But  how  can  it  be  fupfrofed  that  an  ig- 
norant printer  can  be  fuch  a  critic  ?  He  knew  the 
author's  defign  was  honeft,  and  approved  by  the 
whole  kingdom  :  he  adviild  with  friends,  who  told 
him  there  was  n  :  Ivirm  in  the  book,  and  he 
could  fee  none  himfclf  :  it  w.is  lent  him  in  an  un- 
known hand-;  but  the  lame  in  which  he  received 
the  Jiree  former.  Me  and  his  wife  have  offered  to 
ti'ke  their  onths,  th.u  they  know  not  the  author. 
And  therefore  to  lind  a  bill,  that  may  bring  punifh- 
mcnt  upon  the  innocent,  will  appear  very  hard,  to 
fay  no  worfe.  For  it  will  be  impoffible  to  find  the 
author,  unlefs  he  will  pleafe  to  diicover  himftlf; 
although  I  wonder  he  ever  concealed  his  name  : 
but  I  mppofe,  what  he  did  at  riril  out  of  rnodefty, 
he  continues  to  do  out  of  prudence.  God  protect 
us  and  him. 

I  will  conclude  all  with  a  fable  afcribed  to  Demo- 
fthenes  •  He  had  i'erved  the  people  of  Athens  \viih 
great  fidelity  in  the  itation  of  an  ^rnt:r  •  when  upon 
a  certain  occalion  apprehending  to  be  delivered  over 
to  his  enemies,  he  told  the  Athenians,  his  country- 
men, the  following  itory.  Once  upon  a  time  the 
wolves  defined  a  league  with  the  fiiee-p,  upon  this 
condition  ;  that  the  caufe  of  llriiV  might  be  taken 
away,  which  was  the  fhepht-vJs  and  maftiiis  :  this 
b-ing  granted  the  wolves  wiihout  all  fear  made 
h.ivock  of  the  ihcep. 

November  1 1.  1724. 

Copies  of  this  paper  were  diflributed  to  every 
perfon  of  the  grand  jury  the  e\ening  before  the 
bill  was  to  be  exhibited  ;  who,  probably  for  the 
reafons  contained  in  it,  refilled  to  find  the  bill  ; 
upon  which  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Whitihed,  who 
had  prJidc'd  at  a  former  profecution  of  the  Dean's 
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printer  *,  difcharged  them  in  a  rage.  The  follow- 
ing extract  was  loon  after  puKiihed,  to  ihew  ihe 
illegality  of  this  proceeding  ;  and  the  next  grand 
jury  that  was  empannellecl  made  the  fubfequent 
prefentment  againit  all  the  abettors  of  Wood's  pro- 
ject. See  Letter  to  Lord  Moidworth,  p.  302.  of 
this  volume. 

*    S?e  the  firft  note  prefixed    fo  the  propofal   for    the   Lie   uf-    of 
manufactures,  in    h.s  volume. 


An  extra<5l   ^ro*n  a  book,  intitled, 

ccilicUon  cf  i  be  debate:*  of  the  boufe  of  Com- 
wens,   bild  fit  ffie$mirijter%   (jit.  21.    i68o? 

P-  I5°- 

RESOLUTIONS   of  the  houfe  of  Commons  in 
England,  Nov.  13.   1680. 

OEverrJ  perfons  being  examined  about  the  difmilP 
^  ing  a  grand  jury  in  Middlefex,  the  houfe  came 
to  the  following  refoiutions  : 

Refotued)  That  the  difcharging  of  a  grand  jury 
by  any  judge,  before  the  end  of  the  term,  affizes, 
or  feifipns,  v/hile  niatters  are  under  their  confide- 
ration,  and  not  prefented,  is  arbitrary,  illegal,  de- 
rtruftive  to  publk  juftice,  a  manifeft  violation  of 
his  oath,  and  is  a  means  to  fubvert  the  fundamen- 
tal laws  of  this  kindom. 


Refolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  exa- 
mine the  proceedings  of  the  judges  in  Weitminfter- 
hall  ;  and  report  the  fame,  with  their  opinion  here- 
in, to  this  houfe. 


Lord 
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Lord  Chief  Juftice  Whiifhed,  for  h's  condnft,  defervcd  to  huv:> 
been  impeached  by  the  houfe  of  Commons  ;  becauie  the  diflolving  of 
a  giand  \\i-y  by  any  judge  bef -re  the  end  of  the  term,  anizcs,  or  k-f- 
To:",?,  while  matters  are  under  their  confi  lern  ion,  and  n«.t  prc'.cntcd, 
is  arbitrary,  ilk-pfil,  definitive  to  public  jnfricc,  a  manifcil  violauon 
of  his  oaih,  and  is  a  means  to  fubvcit  the  fundamental  laws  or  the 
realm.  But  as  the  houfe  of  Commons  for;  ore  to  cM.ci:te  their  ven- 
geance upon  the  Chief  Juilice,  S\\ift  fcize-d  u;  on  him  zs  a  prey, 
Jafried  him,  ard  worried  him  cut  of  all  his  patience,  by  many  farcafnc 
epigrams,  fquibs,  and  other  fcvere  lefleftiont  upon  his  unworthy  de- 
n^.eancr,  until  at  laft  lie  became  odious  and  ridiculous  to  the  whole 
kingdom.  Neither  c- u!d  his  death,  which  happened  fodn  alter,  ap- 
peafe  the  vengeance  of  the  incenfed  patriot.  F..T  S\vift,  refolv  nj_  to 
make  him  an  example  to  all  future  ages,  puifjsd  him  into  tlie  regions 
ofthede.id,  and  coupled  l)im  witl>  Anytns  ;he  accuser  of  Socrat«s, 
^uch  indeed  was  at  laft  the  f.;crifice  that  poor  unfortunate  Whitru-d 

became  unto  the  refentment  of  Dr.    Swift. See    Swift's    poems 

Concerning  Whit/r.ed  j   alfo,    /Ijb  it  inciv  of  Irehvd 5   and,  An  ar.faer 
to  a  indntrial.     See  a]fo  Tie  life  and  charatfer  cf  Dr.  Swift.    D.  Swift, 
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Hereas  feveral  great  quantities  of  bafe  metal 
coined,  commonly  called  Wood's  halfpence, 
have  been  brought  into  the  port  of  Dublin,  and 
lodged  in  feveral  houfes  of  this  city,  with  an  inten- 
tion to  make  them  pafs  clandeftinely  among  his 
Majefty's  fubjecls  of  this  kingdom  j  notwithftand- 
ing  the  addreiies  of  both  houics  of  parliament,  and 
the  privy  council,  and  the  declarations  of  mo  ft  of 
the  corporations  of  this  city  againft  trur  fhid  coin  : 
and  whereas  his  Majefty  has  been  graciouily  pleafed 
to  leave  his  :oyal  fubjedls  of  this  kingdom  at  liber- 
ty to  take  or  refufe  the  faid  halfpence  : 

We  the  grand  jury  of  the  county  of  the  city  of 
Dublin,  this  Michaelmas  term  1724,  having  entire- 
ly at  heart  his  Majefty's  intereft,  and  the  welfare 
of  our  county,  and  being  thoroughly  fenfible  of 
the  :-reat  difcouragements  which  trade  hath  differ- 
ed by  the  apprehenlions  of  the  faid  coin,  whereof 
we  nave  already  felt  the  difmal  effects  ;  and  that 
the  currency  thereof  wiil  inevitably  tend  to  the 
great  diminution  of  his  Majefty's  revenue,  and  the 
ruiu  ot  us  and  our  poftcrity,  do  prefent  all  luch 
perfons  as  have  attempted,  or  fhall  endeavour  by 
fraud,  or  otherwife  to  impofe  the  faid  halfpence 
upon  us,  contrary  to  his  Majefty's  moft  gracious 
intentions,  as  enemies  to  his  Majefty's  government, 
and  to  the  fafety,  peace,  and  welfare  ot  all  his  Ma- 
jefty's fubjecls  of  this  kingdom  ;  whofe  affections 
have  been  fo  eminently  diftinguifhed  by  their  zeal 

•»  o  ^ 

to  his  illuftrious  family  before  his  happy  accefiiori 
t      '\Q  throne,  and  by  their  continued  loyalty  ever 

iince. 

As 
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As  we  do,  with  all  juft  gratitude,  acknowledge 
the  fervices  of  all  luch  patriots  as  have  been  emi- 
nently zealous  for  the  intereft  of  his  Majefty  and 
this  country,  in  detecting  the  fraudulent  impofition 
of  the  laid  Wood,  and  preventing  the  paflin^  his 
bafe  coin  ;  fo  we  do,  at  the  fame  time,  declare  our 
abhorrence  and  deteftation  of  all  reflections  on  his 
Majefty  and  his  government ;  and  that  we  are  rea- 
dy with  our  lives  and  fortunes  to  defend  his  moiu 
facred  Majefty  againft  the  pretender,  and  all  his 
Majefty's  open  and  lecret  enemies  both  at  home 
and  abroad. 

Given  under  our  hands  at  the  grand-jury  chamber, 
this  28th  of  November  1724. 

George  Forbes,  David  Tew, 

William  Empfon,  Thomas  How, 

Nathaniel  Pearfon,  John  Jones, 

Jofeph  Nuttall,  James  Brown, 

William  Afton,  Charles  Lyndon, 

•Steam  Tighe,  Jerom  Bredin, 

Richard  Walker,  John  Sican, 

Edmond  French,  Anthony  Brunton, 

John  Vereilles,  Thomas  Gaven, 

Philip  Pearfon,  Daniel  Elwood, 

Thomas  Robins,  John  Brunet. 
Richard  Dav/fon, 

The  preceding  paper  was  publifhed  about  a  month 
after  the  proclamation  was  ifTued,  offering  a  reward 
of  300  1.  for  trie  difcovering  the  author  of  the  Dra- 
pier's  fourth  letter. 
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A       LETTER 

To  the  Right  Honourable 

The  Lord  Vifcount  MOLESVVORTH. 

Written  in  the  Year  1724. 

They  compaffed  we  about  alfo  with  words  of  deceit,  and 
fought  again/I  me  ivi'hout  a  caufe. 

For  my  lovet  they  are  my  adversaries;  but  1  givemy- 
felf  unto  prayer. 

And  they  have  rewarded  me  evil  for  good,  and  hatred 
fir  my  love.  Pfal.  cix.  3,  4,  5. 

Seek  not  to  be  judge,  being  not  able  to  take  away  ini- 
quity ;  left  at  any  time  thou  fear  the  perfon  of  the 
mighty,  and  lay  a  Jlumb  ling -block  in  the  way  of  thy 
uprightness . 

Offend  not  a  gain  ft  the  multitude  of  a  city,  and  then 
thoujbalt  not  caft  t  by  [elf  down  among  the  people. 

Bind  not  one  Jin  upon  another,  for  in  one  thou  Jhalt  not 
be  unpunijbed.  Ecclus  vii.  6,  7,  8. 

Non  jam  prima  peto  Mneftheus,  neque  vincere  certo  : 
Quanquam  0 !  fed fuperent  quibus  hoc,  Neptune,  dedifti. 

DIRECTIONS  to  the  PRINTER. 

Mr.  HARDING, 

WHEN  I  fent  you  my  former  papers,  I  cannot 
fay  I  intended  you  either  good  or  hurt;  and 
yet  you  have  happened  through  my  means  to  re- 
ceive both.    I  pray  God  deliver  you  from  any  more 

of 
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of  the  latter,  and  increafe  the  former.  Your  trade, 
particularly  in  this  kingdom,  is  of  all  others  the 
moft  unfortunately  circumstantiated  ;  for,  as  you 
deal  in  the  moft  worthlefs  kind  of  trafh,  the  penny- 
productions  of  pennylcfs  fcriblers  ;  fo  you  often 
venture  your  liberty,  and  fometimes  your  lives,  for 
the  purchafe  of  half  a  crown  ;  and,  by  your  o\vn 
ignorance,  are  puniihed  for  other  mens  actions. 

I  am  afraid,  you  in  particular  think  you  have 
reafon  to  complain  of  me,  for  your  own  and  your 
wife's  confinement  in  prifon,  to  your  great  ex- 
penfe,  as  well  as  hardfhip  ;  and  for  a  profecution 
ftill  impending.  But  I  will  tell  you,  Mr.  Harding, 
how  that  matter  ftands.  Since  the  prefs  hath  lain 
under  fo  ftridt  an  infpection,  thole  who  have  a 
mind  to  inform  the  world,  are  become  fo  cautious 
as  to  keep  themfelves,  if  poffible,  out  of  the  way 
of  danger.  My  cuftom  therefore  is  to  dictate  to  a 
prentice,  who  can  write  in  a  feigned  hand  ;  and 
what  is  written  we  fend  to  your  houfe  by  a  black- 
guard boy.  But,  at  the  fame  time,  I  do  allure 
you  upon  my  reputation,  that  I  never  did  fend  you 
any  thing  for  which  I  thought  you  could  poflibly 
be  called  to  an  account.  And  you  will  be  my  wit- 
nefs,  that  I  always  deiired  you,  by  a  letter,  to  take 
fome  good  advice  before  you  ventured  to  print  ; 
becaufe  I  knew  the  dexterity  of  dealers  in  the  laiv, 
at  finding  out  fomething  to  fatten  on,  xvhere  no  e- 
vil  is  meant.  I  am  told  indeed,  that  you  did  ac- 
cordingly confult  feveral  very  able  perfons,  and  e- 
ven  fome  who  afterwards  appeared  againft  you  :  to 
which  I  can  only  anfwer,  that  you  muft  either 
change  your  advifers,  or  determine  to  print  no- 
thing that  comes  from  a  drapier. 

I  defire  you  will  lend  the  inclofed  letter  directed 
to  my  Lord  Vifcount  Molefworth,  at  his  houfe  in 
Brackdenftown,  near  Swords  :  but  I  would  have  it 
font  printed  for  the  convenience  of  his  Lordfhip's 
reading  ;  becaufe  this  counterfeit  hand  of  my  pren- 

C  c  2  tice 
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tice  is  not  very  legible.  And,  if  you  think  fit  to 
publifh  it,  I  would  have  you  firft  get  it  read  over 
by  fome  notable  lawyer  :  I  am  allured  you  will  find 
enough  of  them,  who  are  friends  to  the  drapier, 
and  will  do  it  without  a  fee  ;  which,  I  am  afraid, 
you  can  ill  afford  after  all  your  expenfes.  For  al- 
though I  have  taken  fo  much  care,  that  I  think  it 
impofiible  to  find  a  topic  out  of  the  following  pa- 
pers for  fending  you  again  to  prifon,  yet  I  will  not 
venture  to  be  your  guarantee. 

This  enfuing  letter  contains  only  a  fhort  account 
of  myfelf,  and  an  humble  apology  for  my  former 
pamphlets,  efpecially  the  laft  ;  with  little  mention 
of  Mr.  Wood  or  his  halfpence  ;  becaufe  I  have  al- 
ready faid  enough  upon  that  iubject.  until  occafion 
{hall  be  given  for  new  fears  ;  and,  in  that  cafe,  you 
may  perhaps  hear  from  me  again. 

I  am, 

From    my  JJjop   in  your  friend 

St.  Francis -Jlreet,  and  fervant, 

Dec.  14.  1724.  M.  B. 

P .  S.  For  want  of  intercourfe  between  you  and 
me,  which  I  never  will  fuffer  *,  your  people  are  apt 
to  make  very  gro'fs  errors  in  the  prefs,  which  I  de- 
fire  you  will  provide  againil. 


*  The  copies  were  always  fcr.t  to  the  pro's  by  feme  obfciire  mel- 
feager,  who  never  knew  the  perfor,  from  whom  he  received  them, 
but  gave  them  in  at  a  window.  The  amanuenfis  only  was  ti  lifted, 
to  whom  about  two  years  after  the  author  gave  an  employment  of 
40  /.  ay:  a:  as  a'rewaid  for  his  fidelity,  Dub,  edit. 
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To  the  Right  Honourable 

The  Lord  VISCOUNT  M  o  L  E  s  \f  o  R  T  H, 
At  his  houfe  at  Brackclenftown,  near  Swords, 


My  LORD, 

JR.eflect  too  late  on  the  maxim  of  common  ot> 
fervers,  That  thofe  who  meddle  in  matters  out 
of  their  calling,  will  have  reafon  to  repent ;  which 
is  now  verified  in  me  :  for,  by  engaging  in  the  trade 
of  a  writer,  I  have  drawn  upon  my  felt  the  difplea- 
fure  of  the  government,  iignified  by  a  proclama- 
tion promising  a  rtnvard  of  three  hundred  pounds 
to  the  firil  faithful  fubjedt  who  fliall  be  able  and 
inclined  to  inform  again  ft  me  ;  to  which  I  may 
add,  the  laudable  zeal  and  induftry  of  my  Lord 
Chief  Juftice  "Whitihed,  in  his  endeavours  to  dif- 
cover  fo  dangerous  a  perfon.  Therefore,  whether 
I  repent  or  no,  I  have  certainly  caufe  to  do  fo ,  and 
the  common  obfervation  ftill  (lands  good. 

It  will  fbmetimes  happen,  I  know  not  how,  in 
the  courfe  of  human  aiFairs,  that  a  man  {halt  be 
made  liable  to  legal  animadveriions,  where  he  hath 
nothing  to  anfwer  for  either  to  God  or  his  coun- 
try ;  and  condemned  at  Weftminfter-hall,  for  what 
he  will  never  be  charged  with  at  the  day  of  judge- 
ment. 

After  fl'riclly  examining  my  own  heart,  and  con- 
fuldng  fome  divines  of  great  reputation,  I  cannot 
accufe  myfelf  of  any  *  u  malice  or  wickc'dncii  a- 

*  Articles  roeoticned  in  the  incii&ment  and  proclamation. 

C  c   3  "  gp.inft 
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"  againft  the  public  ;  of  any  defigns  to  fow  fedi- 
<(  tion  ;  of  reflecting  on  the  king  and  his  minifters  ; 
"  or  of  endeavouring  to  alienate  the  affections  of 
"  the  people  of  this  kingdom  from  thofe  of  Eng- 
'*  land."  All  I  can  charge  myfelf  with,  is  a  weak 
attempt  to  ferve  a  nation  in  danger  of  deftruction 
by  a  moil  wicked  and  malicious  projector,  without 
waiting  until  I  were  called  to  its  affiftance.  Which 
attempt,  however  it  may  perhaps  give  me  the  title 
of  pragmatical  and  overweening,  will  never  lie  a  bur- 
den upon  my  conference.  God  knows  whether  I 
may  not,  with  all  my  caution,  have  already  run 
myfelf  into  a  fecond  danger,  by  offering  thus  much 
in  my  own  vindication.  For  I  have  heard  of  a 
judge,  who,  upon  the  criminal's  appeal  to  the 
dreadful  day  of  judgment,  told  him  he  had  incur- 
red a  premunire  for  appealing  to  a  foreign  jurifdic- 
tion  :  and  of  another  in  Wales,  who  feverely  check- 
ed the  prifoner  for  offering  the  fame  plea  ;  taxing 
him  with  reflecting  on  the  court  by  fuch  a  compari- 
fon  ;  becaufe  comparifons  ivere  odious. 

But,  in  order  to  make  Ibme  excufe  for  being 
more  fpeculative  than  others  of  my  condition,  I  de- 
iire  your  Lordmip's  pardon,  while  I  am  doing  a 
very  fooliih  thing  ;  which  is  to  give  you  fome  little 
account  of  myfelf. 

I  was  bred  at  a  free  fchool,  where  I  acquired 
fome  little  knowledge  in  the  Latin  tongue.  I  ferved 
my  apprenticelhip  in  London,  and  there  fet  up  for 
myfelf  with  good  fuccefs  ;  until  by  the  death  of 
ibme  friends,  and  misfortunes  of  others,  I  return- 
ed into  this  kingdom ;  and  began  to  employ  my 
thoughts  in  cultivating  the  woollen  manufacture 
through  all  its  branches  ;  wherein  I  met  with  great 
difcouragement,  and  powerful  oppofers,  whole  ob- 
jections appeared  to  me  very  ftrange  .and  {ingular. 
They  argued,  that  the  people  of  England  would  be 
offended,  if  our  manufactures  were  brought  to  e- 
qual  theirs  :  and  even  ibme  of  the  weaving  trad< 
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were  my  enemies  ;  which  I  could  not  but  look  up- 
on as  abfur.d  and  unnatural.  I  remember  your 
Lordlhip  at  that  time  did  me  the  honour  to  come 
into  my  iliop,  where  I  {hewed  you  *  a  piece  of  black 
and  white  ftuff  juft  fent  from  the  dyer  :  which,  you 
were  pleaied  to  approve  of,  and  be  my  cuftomer 
for. 

However,  I  was  fo  mortified,  that  I  refolved  for 
the  future  to  lit  quietly  in  my  fhop,  and  deal  in 
common  goods,  like  the  reft  of  my  brethren  ;  un- 
til it  happened  ibme  months  ago,  considering  with 
myfelf,  that  the  lower  or  poorer  fort  of  people 
wanted  a  plain  ftrong  coarfe  ftuff  to  defend  them 
againft  cold  eafterly  winds,  which  then  blew  very 
fierce  and  blafting  for  a  long  time  together;  I  con- 
trived one  on  purpofe,  which  fold  very  well  ail  o- 
ver  the  kingdom,  and  preferred  -  many  thoufands 
from  agues.  I  then  made  a  *  fecond  and  a  third 
kind  of  ftuffs  for  the  gentry,  with  the  fame  fuccels  ; 
infomuch  that  an  ague  hath  hardly  been  heard  of 
for  fome  time. 

This  incited  me  fo  far,  that  I  ventured  upon  a 
f  fourth  piece  made  of  the  beft  Irifh  wool  I  could 
get  ;  and  I  thought  it  grave  and  rich  enough  to  be 
worn  by  the  beft  lord  or  judge  of  the  land.  But  of 
late  fome  great  folks  complain,  as  I  hear,  that  when 
they  had  it  on,  they  felt  a  fhuddcring  in  their  limbs, 
and  have  thrown  it  off  in  a  rage  ;  curfing  to  hell  the 
poor  drapier,  who  invented  it  :  fo  that  I  am  deter- 
mined never  to  work  for  perfons  of  quality  again  ; 
except  for  your  Lordfhip  and  a  very  few  more. 

I  aiTure  your  Lordfhip,  upon  the  word  of  anho- 
neft  citizen,  that  I  am  not  richer,  by  the  value  of 
one  of  Mr.  Wood's  halfpence,  with  the  fale  of  all 
the  feveral  ftuffs  I  have  contrived  :  for  I  give  the 


*  By  this  is  meanf,   the  Proposal  for  (be  un'ii'erf.i!  ufe  of  Irlflj  manu~ 
fa£?urest 

*  The  draper's  firll  three  letters. 

f  The  fourth  letter,  againft  \vhich  the  proclamation  vvvs  iiTued. 
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whole  profit  to  the  dyers  and  prefers  j.  And 
therefore  I  hope  you  will  pleafe  to  believe,  that  no 
other  motive,  beiides  the  love  of  my  country,  could 
engage  me  to  bufy  my  head  and  hands  to  the  lofs  of 
my  time,  and  the  o'ain  of  nothing  but  vexation  and 
ill-will. 

I  have  now  in  hand  one  piece  of  fluff  to  be  woven 
on  purpofe  for  your  Lordfhip  ;  although  I  might 
be  aihamed  to  offer  it  to  you,  after  I  have  confelT- 
ed,  that  it  will  be  made  only  from  the  ||  fhreds  and 
remnants  of  the  wool  employed  in  the  former. 
However,  I  (hall  work  it  up  as  well  as  I  can  ;  and, 
at  worlt.  YOU  need  only  pive  it  among  your  tc- 

'        j  J        O  O    J 

nants. 

I  am  very  fenfible,  how  ill  your  Lordfhip  is  like 
to  be  entertained  with  the  pedantry  of  a  clrapicr  in 
the  terms  of  his  own  trade.  How  will  the  matter 
be  mended,  when  you  find  me  entering  again,  al- 
though very  fparingly,  into  an  affair  of  ftate  ?  for 
fuch  is  now  grown  the  controverfy  with  Mr.  Wood, 
if  fome  great  lawyers  are  to  be  credited.  And  as 
it  often  happens  at  play,  that  men  begin  with  far- 
thing??, and  go  on  to  gold,  till  fome  of  them  lofe 
their  eftates,  and  die  in  jail ;  fo  it  may  pcffibly  full 
out  in  my  cafe,  that  by  playing  too  long  with  Mr. 
Wood's  halfpence,  I  may  be  drawr.  in  to  pay  a  line 
double  to  the  reward  for  betraying  me  ;  be  fent  to 
prifon,  and  not  delivered  thence  until  I fball  have  p(tid 
the  nt  i  et'nwjl  farthing. 

There  are,  my  Lord,  three  forts  of  perfons, 
with  whom  I  am  reiblved  never  to  difpuie  ;  a  high- 
wayman with  a  piflol  at  my  breaft  ;  a  troop  of  dra- 
goons, who  come  to  plunder  my  houfe  ;  and  a  man 
of  the  law,  who  can  make  a  merit  of  accufing  me. 
In  each  of  thefe  cafes,  which  are  alrnoft  the  fame, 
the  belt  method  is  to  keep  out  of  the  way  ;  and  the 
next  beft  is,  to  djllver  your  money,  ftirrender  your 
houfe,  and  confcfs  nodiing. 

J  Piiuters.  |i  Meaning  the  prtfent  letter. 
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I  am  told,  that  the  two  points  in  my  laft  letter, 
from  which  an  occafion  of  offence  hath  been  taken, 
are,  where  I  mention  his  Majefty's  anfwer  to  the 
addrefs  of  the  houfe  of  Lords  upon  Mr.  Wood's 
patent •,  and  where  I  difcourfe  upon  Ireland  being 
a  dependent  kingdom.  As  to  the  former  I  can  on- 
ly fay,  that  I  have  treated  it  with  the  utmoft  refpect 
and  caution ;  and  I  thought  it  neceffary  to  fhew 
where  Wood's  patent  differed  in  many  effential 
parts  from  all  others  that  ever  had  been  granted  ; 
becaufe  the  contray  had,  for  want  of  clue  informa- 
tion, been  fo  ftrongly  and  fo  largely  afferted.  As 
to  the  other,  of  Ireland's  dependency  :  I  confefs  to 
have  often  heard  it  mentioned,  but  was  never  able 
to  underftand  what  it  meant.  This  gave  me  the  cu- 
riofity  to  inquire  among  feveral  eminent  lawyers, 
who  profefied  they  knew  nothing  of  the  matter-  I 
then  turned  over  all  the  ftatutes  of  both  kingdoms 
without  the  leaft  information,  further  than  an  Irifli 
act  that  I  quoted,  of  the  33d  of  Henry  VIII.  unit- 
ing Ireland  to  England  under  one  King.  I  cannot 
lay,  I  was  forry  to  be  difappointed  in  my  fearch, 
becaufe  it  is  certain,  I  could  be  contented  to  de- 
pend only  upon  God  and  my  prince,  and  the  laws 
of  my  own  country,  after  the  manner  of  other  na- 
tions. But  flnce  my  betters  are  of  a  different  opi- 
nion, and  cledre  further  dependencies,  I  ihall  out- 
wardly fubmit  ;  yet  fiill  inllfting  in  my  own  heart 
upon  the  exception  I  made  of  M.  B.  drapier.  In- 
deed that  hint  was  borrowed  from  an  idle  ftory  I 
had  heard  in  England,  which  perhaps  may  be  com- 
mon and  beaten  ;  but  becaufe  it  infmuates  neither 
treafon  nor  feclhion,  I  will  juft  barely  relate  it. 

Some  hundred  years  ago,  when  the  Peers  were  fo 
great  that  the  Commons  were  looked  upon  as  little 
better  than  their  dependents,  a  bill  was  brought  in 
for  making  fome  new  additions  to  the  power  and 
privileges  of  the  peerage.  After  it  was  read,  one 
Mr.  Drue,  a  member  of  the  houfe  flood  up,  and 

fa  id, 
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faid,  he  very  much  approved  the  bill,  and  would 
give  his  vote  to  have  it  pafs  ;  but  however,  for  fome 
reafons  beft  known  to  h'mfelf,  he  deiired  that  a 
claufe  might  be  inferted  for  excepting  -he  family  of 
the  Drue s.  The  oddnefs  of  the  proportion  taught 
others  to  reflect  a  little  j  and  the  bill  was  throwa 
out. 

Whether  I  were  miftaken,  or  went  too  far  in  exa- 
mining the  dependency,    muft  be  left  to  the  impar- 
tial judgment  of  the  world,   as  well  as  to  the  courts 
of  judicature ;   although  indeed   not  in  fo  effectual 
and   deciiive  a   manner.     But  to  affirm,  as  I  hear 
fame   do,    in    order  to  countenance    a   fearful  and 
fervile  fpirit,  that  this  point  did  not  belong  to  my 
fubject,  is  a    falfe   and  foolifh   objection.      There 
were  feveral  fcandalous  reports  induftrioufly  fpread 
by  Wood  and  his  accomplices,  to  difcourage  all  op- 
poiition  againft   his   infamous  project.     They  gave 
it  out,    that  we  were  prepared  for  a  rebellion ;  that 
we  difputecl  the  King's  prerogative,  and  were  fhak- 
ing  off  our  dependency.    The  firft  went  fo  far,  and 
obtained  fo  much  belief  agsinft  the  moft  viflble  de- 
monftrations  to  the  contrary,  that  a  great  perfon  of 
this  kingdom,  now  in  England,  fent  over  fuch  an 
account   of  it    to  his   friends,  as   would  make  any 
good  fubject  both  grieve  and  tremble.     I    thought 
it  therefore  neceflary  to  treat  that  calumny  as  it  de- 
ferved.     Then  I  proved  by  an  invincible  argument, 
that  we  cou'd  have  no  intention  todifputehis  Maje- 
fly's  prerogative  ;  becaufe  the  prerogative  was  not 
concerned  in  thequeftion  ;  the  civilians  and  lawyers 
of  all  nations  agreeing,  that   copper   is    not    noney. 
And  laftly,  to  clear  us  from  the  imputation  of  fhaking 
off  our  dependency,   I  (hewed  wherein   I  thought, 
and    (hall  ever  think,    this  dependency    con  lilted  ; 
and  cited  the  ftatute  above  mentioned  made  in  Ire- 
land ;   by  which    it   is  enacted,    that    "    whoever  is 
"  King  of  England,  fhnll  be  King  of  Ireland  ;"  and 
that  the  two  kingdoms  (hall  be   "  for  ever  knit  to- 

"  p-cthcr 
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K  gether  under  one  King."  This,  as  I  conceived, 
did  wholly  acquit  us  of  intending  to  break  our  de- 
pendency ;  bfcaufe  it  was  altogether  out  of  our 
power  :  for  furely  no  King  of  England  will  ever 
confent  to  the  repeal  of  this  ftatute. 

But  upon  this  article  I  am  charged  with  a  heavier 
accufation  It  is  faid  I  went  too  far,  when  I  decla- 
red, "  that  if  ever  the  pretender  ihould  come  to  be 
"  fixed  upon  the  throne  of  England  (which  God 
*'  forbid),  I  would  fo  far  venture  to  tranfgrefs  this 
"  ftatute,  that  I  would  lofe  the  laft  drop  of  my 
i€  blood,  before  I  would  fubmit  to  him  as  King  of 
"  Ireland.'* 

This  I  hear  on  all  fides  is  the  ftrongeft  and 
weightieft  objection  againft  me  ;  and  which  hath 
given  the  moft  offence  ;  that  I  fhould  be  fo  bold  to 
declare  againft  a  direct  ftatute  ;  and  that  any  mo- 
tive, how  ftrong  foever,  could  make  me  reject  a 
king,  whom  England  fhould  receive.  Now,  if  in 
defending  my felf  from  this  accufation  I  fhoukl  free- 
ly confefs,  that  I  went  too  far ;  that  the  expreffion 
was  very  indifcreet,  although  occasioned  by  my  zeal 
for  his  prefcnt  Majefty,  and  his  Proteftant  line  in 
the  houfe  of  Hanover  ;  that  I  fhall  be  careful  never 
to  offend  again  in  the  like  kind  ;  and  that  I  hope 
this  free  acknowledgement  and  forrow  for  my  er- 
ror will  be  fome  atonement,  and  a  little  foften  the 
hearts  of  my  powerful  adverfaries  :  I  fay,  if  I 
fhould  offer  fuch  a  defence  as  this,  I  do  not  doubt 
but  fome  people  would  wreft  it  to  an  ill  meaning  by 
fpiteful  interpretation.  And  therefore,  fince  I  can- 
not think  of  any  other  anfwer,  which  that  para- 
graph can  admit,  I  will  leave  it  to  the  mercy  of  e- 
cvery  candid  reader  ;  but  ftili  without  recanting  my 
own  opinion. 

I  will  now  venture  to  tell  your  Lordfhip  a  fccret, 
wherein  I  fear  you  are  too  deeply  concerned.  You 
will  therefore  plealc  to  know,  that  this  habit  of 
writing  and  clifcourfing,  wherein  I  unfortunately 

differ 
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differ  from  almoft  the  whole  kingdom,  and  am  apt 
to  grate  the  ears  of  more  than  I  could  wifh,  was 
acquired  during  my  apprenticefhip  in  London,  and 
and  along  residence  there  after  I  hadfetup  for  my  - 
felf.  Upon  my  return  and  fettlement  here,  I  thought 
I  had  only  changed  one  country  of  freedom  for 
another.  I  had  been  long  converfing  with  the  wri- 
tings of  your  Lordihip  *,  Mr.  Locke,  Mr.  Moli- 
neux,  Colonel  Sidney,  and  other  dangerous  au- 
thors, who  talk  of  "  liberty  as  a  blefling,  to  which 

the  whole  race  of  mankind  hath  an  original  title  ; 

whereof  nothing  hut  unlawful  force  can  clivefl 
"  them."  I  knew  a  great  deal  of  the  feveral  Go- 
thic inftitutions  in  Europe  ;  and  by  what  incidents 
and  events  they  came  to  be  deftroyed  :  and  I  ever 
thought  it  the  moft  uncontrolled  and  univerfally  a- 
greed  maxim,  "That  freedom  confifts  in  a  people's 
<f  beinsj  governed  bylaws  made  with  their  own  con- 

O    O  J 

"  fent  ;  and  ilavery  in  the  contrary."  I  have  been 
likewife  told,  and  believe  it  to  be  true,  that  liberty  and 
property  are  words  of  known  ufe  and  fignifkation 
in  this  kingdom  ;  and  the  very  lawyers  pretend  to 
undcrftand,  and  have  them  often  in  their  mouths. 
Thefe  were  the  errors  which  have  mifled  me,  and 
to  which  alone  I  muft  impute  the  fevere  treatment 
I  have  received.  But  I  fhall  in  time  grow  wifer, 
and  learn  to  confider  my  driver,  the  road  I  am  in, 
and  with  whom  I  am  yoked.  This  I  will  venture  to 
fay,  that  the  boldeft  and  moft  obnoxious  words  I 
ever  delivered,  would  in  England  have  only  expo- 
fed  me  as  a  ftupidfool,  who  went  to  prove  that  the 
funjhonein  a  clear  finnmer's  day:  and  I  have  wit- 
neiTes  ready  to  depofe,  that  your  Lordfhip  hath 
faid  and  writ  fifty  times  worfe  ;  and  what  is  ftill  an 
aggravation,  with  infinitely  more  wit  and  learning, 
and  ftfonger  arguments  :  fo  that,  as  politicks  run, 

*  He  published  a  book  in  the  reign  of  William  III,  inti.led,  The 
if  Denmark,  with  a  large  preface.     Hawkef,. 
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I  do  not  know  a  perfon  of  more  exceptionable  prin- 
ciples than  yourfelf  :  and  if  ever  I  mall  be  difcover- 
ed,  I  think  you  will  be  bound  in  honour  to  pay  my 
fine,  and  fupport  me  in  prifon ;  or  elfe  I  may  chance 
to  inform  againft  you  iy  \vay  of  reprifal. 

In  the  mean  time  I  beg  your  Lordihip  to  receive 
:my  confefiion  ;  that  if  there  be  any  luch  a  thing 
;as  a  dependency  of  Ireland  upon  England,  other- 
wile  than  as  I  have  explained  it,  either  by  the  law 
of  God,  of  nature,  of  reaibn,  of  nations,  or  of 
the  land,  (which  I  fhall  die  rather  than  grant),  then 
was  the  proclamation  againft  me  the  moft  merciful 
that  ever  was  put  out  ;  and  inftead  of  accusing 
me  as  malicious,  wicked,  and  ieditious,  it  might  have 
.been  direclly  as  guilty  of  high-treafon. 

All  I  defire  is,  that  the  caufe  of  my  country  a- 
gainft  Mr.  Wood  may  not  fuffcr  by  any  inadverten- 
.cy  of  mine.     Whether  Ireland  depends  upon  hng 
land,  or  only  upon  God,   the  king,  and  the  law  ;  I 
hope  no  man  will  aiTert,   that  it  depends  upon  Mr. 
Wood.     I  mould  be  heartily  lorry,  that  this  com- 
mendable fpirit  againft  me  ihould  accidentally   (and 
what,  I  hope,  was  never  intended)  ftrike  a  damp 
upon  that  fpirit  in    all  ranks  and  corporations  oi: 
men  againft  the  dcfperate  and  ruinous  deiign  of  Mr. 
Wood.     Let  my  countrymen    blot  out  thofe  parts 
.in  my  laft  letter,  which  they  diflike ;   and  let  no  ruit: 
remain  on  myfword  to  cure  the  wounds  I  have  giveu 
to  our  moft  mortal  enemy.  When  Sir  Charles  Sidley 
was  taking  the  oaths,    where  feveral  things  were  to 
be  renounced,  he  faid,  he  loved  renouncing  ;  aik- 
jed  if  any   more   were   to  be    renounced  ;   for  he 
was  ready  to  renounce   as  much  as  they  pleafed. 
Although  I  am  not  fo  thorough  a  renouncer,   yet 
let  me  have  but  good  city  fecurity  again  ft  this  pefti- 
lent  coinage,  and  I  ihall  be  ready,    not  only  to  re- 
nounce every  fyllablc  in  ail  my  iour  letters,  bur   to 
deliver  them  chcarfully  with   mj*  own  hards  intc> 
thofc  of  the  common  hangman  to  be  burnt  v.  ith  no 
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better  company  than  die  coiner's  effigies,  if  any 
part  of  it  'hath  efcaped  out  of  the  feoular  hands  of 
my  faithful  friends,  the  common  people. 

But,  whatever  the  fentiments  of  fome  people  may 
be,  I  think  it  is  agreed,  that  may  of  thole  who  fub- 
fcribed  againft  me,  are  on  the  iide  of  a  vaft  majo- 
rity in  the  kingdom,  -who  oppoied  Mr.  Wood  * '; 
and  it  was  with  great  iatisfaction,  that  I  obferved 
fome  right  honourable  names  very  amicably  joined 
with  my  own  at  the  bottom  of  a  ftrong  declaration 
againft  him  and  his  coin.  But  if  the  admiffion  of 
it  among  us  be  already  determined,  the  worthy 
perfon  who  is  to  betray  me,  ought  in  prudence  to 
do  it  with  all  convenient  fpeed ;  or  elfe  it  may  be 
difficult  to  find  three  hundred  pounds  Sterling 
for  the  difcharge  of  his  hire,  when  the  pu- 
blic ihall  have  loft  five  hundred  thoufand,  if  there 
be  fo  much  in  the  nation  ;  befides  four  fifths  of  its 
annual  income  for  ever. 

I  am  told  by  lawyers,  that  in  quarrels  between 
man  and  man  it  is  of  much  weight,  which  of  them 
gave  the  firft  provocation,  or  ftruck  the  firft  blow. 
It  is  manifeft  that  Mr.  Wood  hath  done  both  :  and 
therefore  I  fhould  humbly  propofe  to  have  him  firft 
hanged,  and  his  drofs  thrown  into  the  fea  :  after 
which  the  drapier  will  be  ready  to  ftand  his  trial. 
-"  It  muft  needs  be  that  offences  come,  but  wo  un- 
".  to  him  by  whom  the  offence  cometh.  If  Mr. 
Wood  had  held  his  hand,  every  body  elfe  would 
have  held  their  tongues ;  and  then  there  would 

*  As  the  Drapier's  letters   were   written  exprcfsJy  againfl  Wood's 
halfpence,   it  might  well  be  imagined  that  a  proclamation  againft  the 
author  would  produce  an  opinion,  that  to   oppofe  Wood's   halfpence 
i^as  illegal,  and  fubjecled  the  party  to  pains  and  penalties  :  to  prevent 
foXatal  a  miftake,  it  is  here  remarked,  that  many  of  thofe  who  iub- 
fcribed  the  proclamation,  were  yet  ftrenuous  oppofers  of  Wood's  pro- 
jeft.  This  diftindiion  is  yet  more  explicit  in  the  letter  to  Lord  Mid- 
dleton,  which  was  written  foon  after  the  fourth  letter,  and   intended 
to  be  the  fifth,  though  for  fome  reafons  deferred.---  --  -See  the   letter 

t»  Lord  Middle  ton,  and  the  note  prefixed.     -Hawkef. 

have 
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have  been  little  need  of  pamphlets,  juries,  or  pro- 
clamations upon  this  occalion.  The  provocation 
muft  needs  have  been  very  great,  which  could  ftir 
up  an  obfcure,  indolent  drapicr  to  become  an  au- 
thor. One  would  almoft  think,  the  very  flones  in 
the  ftreet  would  rife  up  in  fuch  a  caufe  :  and  I 
am  not  fure  they  will  not  do  fo  againft  Mr.  Wood, 
if  ever  h^  comes  within  their  reach.  It  is  a  known 
ilory  of  the  dumb  boy,  whofe  tongue  forced  a  paf- 
fage  for  fpeech  by  the  horror  of  feeing  a  dagger  at 
his  father's  throat.  This  may  leflen  the  wonder, 
that  a  tredefman  hid  in  privacy  and  filence  fhould 
cry  out,  when  the  life  and  being  of  his  political  mo- 
ther are  attempted  before  his  face,  and  by  fo  infa- 
mous a  wretch. 

But  in  the  mean  time  Mr.  Wood  the  deflroyer 
of  a  kingdom  walks  about  in  triumph,  (unlefs  it  be 
true,  that  he  is  in  jail  for  debt),  while  he  who  en- 
deavoured to  affert  the  liberty  of  his  country  is 
forced  to  hide  his  head  for  occalionally  dealing  in  a 
matter  of  controverfy.  However,  I  am  not  the 
jfirft,  who  hath  been  condemned  to  death  for  gain- 
ing a  great  victory  over  a  powerful  enemy  by  dif- 
obeying  for  once  the  ftrift  orders  of  military  dif- 
cipline. 

I  am  now  refolved  to  follow  (after  the  ufual 
proceeding  of  mankind,  becaufe  it  is  too  late)  the 
advice  given  me  by  a  certain  dean  *.  He  fhewed 
the  miftake  I  was  in,  of  trufting  to  the  general 
good-will  of  the  people  ;  that  I  had  fucceeded  hi- 
therto better  than  could  be  expected ;  but  that 
fome  unfortunate  circumftantial  lapfe  would  pro- 
bably bring  me  within  the  reach  of  power  :  that  my 
good  intentions  would  be  no  fecurity  againft  thofe 
who  watched  every  motion  of  my  pen  in  the  bitter- 
nefs  of  my  foul.  He  produced  an  inftance  of  a 
perfon  as  innocent,  as  difintereftcd,  and  as  well- 

*  The  author  is  fuppofed  to  mean  himfelf. 

D  d  2  meaning- 


316        THE  DRAPIER's  LETTERS.  i 

meaning  as  myfelf  ;  who  had  written  f  a  very  fea~ 
fonable  and  inoffenfive  treatife,  exhorting  the  peo- 
pie   of  this  kingdom  to  wear  their  own  manufac- 
tures ;  for  which   however   the  printer  was  profe- 
cuted  wkh  the  uttnoft  virulence  ;  the  jury  fent  back 
nine   times;  and   the   man  given  up  to  the   mercy 
of  the  court.     The  dean  further  obferved,  that  I 
was    in   a  manner  left  alone    to   {land  the  battle ; 
while  others,    who  had  ten  thoufand  times  better 
talents   than    a  drapier,  were  fo  prudent  as  to  lie 
ftill ;  and  perhaps  thought  it  no  unpleafant  amufe- 
inent  to  look   on  with   fafety,  wiiile  another  was- 
giving  them  diverfion  at  the  hazard  of  his  liberty 
and  fortune  ;  and  thought  they  made  a  fufficient  re- 
compence  by  a  little  applaufe  :  whereupon  he  con- 
cluded with  a  Ihort  itory  of  a  Jew  at  Madrid  ;  who 
being  condemned  to  the  fire  on  account  of  his  re- 
ligion, a  croud  of  fchoolboys  following  him  to  the 
ftake,  and  apprehending  they  might  lofe  their  fport 
if  he  fhould  happen  to  recant,    would  often  clap 
him  on  the  back,  and  cry,  Stafrme  Moyfe,  (Mofes 
continue  fiedfaft.) 

I  allow  this  gentleman's  advice  to  have  been  very- 
good,  and  his  observations  juft  ;  and  in  one  re- 
fpecl  my  condition  is  worle  than  that  of  the  Jew  v 
for  f(  no  recantation  will  fave  me."  However,  it 
ihould  feem  by  fome  late  proceedings,  that  my  ftate 
is  not  altogether  deplorable.  This  I  can  impute  to 
nothing  but  the  fteadinefs  of  two  impartial  grand- 
juries  ;  which  hath  continued  in  me  an  opinion  I 
have  long  entertained  \  that,  as  philofophers  fay, 
virtue  is  Jeated  in  the  middle  ;  fo,  in  another  fenfe, 
the  little  virtue  left  in  the  world  is  chiefly  to  be 
found  among  the  middle  rank  of  mankind,  wlu> 
are  neither  allured  out  of  her  paths  by  ambition^ 
nor  driven  by  poverty. 

f  The  author  means  himfclfa^aln  5  in  the  difcourfe  advitlrg  the 
people  of  Ireland  to  wear  their  cun  manulaCiures. 

Since 
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Since  the  proclamation  occafioned  by  my  laft 
letter,  and  a  due  preparation  for  proceeding  a- 
gainft  me  in  a  court  of  juftice,  there  have  been  two 
printed  papers  clandefUneiy  fpread  about ;  whereof 
no  man  is  able  to  trace  the  original,  further  than 
by  conjecture  ;  which  with  its  ufual  charity,  lays 
them  to  my  account.  The  former  is  intitled,  Sea" 
finable  advice,  and  appears  to  have  been  intended 
for  information  of  the  grand  jury,  upon  the  lup- 
pofition  of  a  bill  to  be  prepared  againft  that  letter, 
The  other  is  an  extract:  from  a  printed  book  of  par- 
liamentary proceedings,  in  the  year  1680  ;  con- 
taining an  angry  resolution  of  the  houfe  of 
Commons  in  England  againft  diiiblving  grand 
juries.  As  to  the  former,  your  Lordinips  \viU 
find  it  to  be  the  work  of  a  more  artful  hand 
than  that  of  a  common  drapier.  It  hath  been  cen- 
fured  for  endeavouring  to  influence  the  minds  of  a 
jury,  which  ought  to  be  wholly  free  and  unbiaiTed  ; 
and  for  that  reafon  it  is  mauifeft,  that  no  judge 
was  ever  known,  either  upon  or  off  the  bench,  ei- 
ther by  himfelf  or  his  dependents,  to  ufe  tlic  leaf* 
infinuation,  that  might  poflibly  afTe£t  the  paifiom 
or  interefts  of  any  one  iingie  juryman,  much  lefsof 
a  whole  jury  ;  whereof  every  man  mult  be  con- 
vinced, who  will  juft  give  himfelf  the  trouble  to 
dip  into  the  common  printed  trials  :  fo  as  it.  is  a- 
mazing  to  think,  what  a  number  of  upright  judge? 
there  have  been  in  both  kingdoms  for  above  ilxty 
years  paft  :  which,  confidering  how  long  they  hdcT 
their  offices  during  pleafure,  as  they  flill  do  among 
us  *,  I  account  next  to  a  miracle. 

As  to  the  other  paper,  1  muft  confefs  it  is  a  {harp 
cenfure  from  an  Englifh  houfe  of  Commons  againft 

*  Perhaps  this  may  account  for  Whitfliei's  condu&.  See  th« 
notes  prefixed  to  the  Prop'.fal  far  tie  fsh  i>Je  if  I  ift>  yianyfaffurttj 
and  fuperadded  to  the/<,^j»d£A? advice  to  tbt  grand  jury.,  both  in  this 
volume. 

D  d  3  diflblvteg 
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diflblving  grand  juries  by  any  judge  before  the  end 
of  the  term,  ailizes,  or  feffions,  while  matters  are 
under  their  confidecation  and  not  prefented,  as  ar- 
bitrary, illegal,  deftructive  to  public  juftice,  a  ma- 
nifeft  violation  of  his  oath,  and  as  a  means  to  fub- 
vert  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  kingdom. 

However,  the  publisher  feems  to  have  been  mif- 
taken  in  what  he  aimed  at.  For  whatever  depen- 
dence there  may  be  of  Ireland  upon  England,  I 
hope  he  would  not  inlinuate,  that  the  proceedings 
of  a  lord  chief  juftice  in  Ireland  muft  depend  upon 
a  refolution  of  an  Englifh  houfe  of  commons.  Be- 
ildes  that  refolution,  although  it  were  levelled  a- 
gainft  a  particular  lord  chief  juftice,  Sir  William 
•Scroggs,  yet  the  occafton  was  directly  contrary. 
For  Scroggs  dhTolved  the  grand  jury  of  London 
for  fear  they  fhould  prefent ;  but  ours  in  Dublin 
was  diflblved  becaufe  they  would  not  prefent ; 
which  wonderfully  alters  the  cafe.  And  therefore 
a  fecond  grand  jury  fup plied  that  defect  by 
making  a  prefentment  *  that  pleafed  the  whole 
kingdom.  However,  I  think  it  is  agreed  by  all 
parties,  that  both  the  one  and  the  other  jury  be- 
haved themfelves  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  ought  to  be 
remembered  to  their  ho>nour,  while  there  (hall 
be  any  regard  left  among  us  for  virtue  or  pub- 
lic fpirit. 

I  am  confident  your  Lordfhips  will  be  of  my 
fentiments  in  one  thing  ;  that  fome  fhort  plain  au- 
thentic tradl:  might  be  publifhed  for  the  informa- 
tion both  of  petty  and  grand  juries,  how  far  their 
power  reacheth,  and  where  it  is  limited ;  and  that 
a  printed  copy  of  fuch  a  treatife  might  be  depofited 
in  every  court  to  be  confulted  by  the  jurymen^ 
before  they  conftder  of  their  verdict  ;  by  which  a- 
bundance  of  inconveniencies  would  be  avoided, 
whereof  innumerable  inftances  might  be  produced 

*  Stc  the  prefentment  immediately  preceding  this  letter. 

from 
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from  former  times  ;  becaufe  I  will  fay  nothing  of 
the  prefent, 

I  have  read  fomewhere  of  an  eaftern  king,  who 
put  a  judge  tadeath  for  aniniquitous  fentence  ;  and 
ordered  his  hide  to  be  fluffed  into  a  cufhion,  and 
placed  upon  the  tribunal  for  the  fon  to  fit  on,  who 
was  preferred  to  his  father's  office.  I  fancy,  iuch 
a  memorial  might  not  have  been  unufeful  to  a  for* 
of  Sir  William  Scroggs,  and  that  both  he  and  his 
iucceffors  would  often  wriggle  in  their  feats,  as  lon£ 

\^n.J  O 

as  the  cufliion  lafted  :  I  wiih  the  relator  had  told 
us  what  number  of  iuch  cufhions  there  might  be  in, 
fhat  country. 

I  cannot  but  obferve  to  your  Lordfhip,  how  nice 
and  how  dangerous  a    point  it  is  grown,  for  a  pri- 
vate perfon  to  inform  the  people,  ev-en  in  an  affair 
where  the  public   intereft  and  fafety  are  fo  highly 
concerned  as   that  of  Mr.  Wood  ;  and  this  in  a 
country  where  loyalty  is  woven  into  the  very  hearts 
of  the  people,  feems   a  little  extraordinary.     Sir 
William  Scroggs  was  the  firft  who  introduced  that 
commendable  a cutene/s   into  the  court  of  judicature  ; 
but  how  far  this  practice  hath  been  imitated  by  his 
iucceffors,  or  {trained  upon  occafion,  is  out  of  my 
knowledge.     When  pamphlets,  unpleafing  to  the 
miniftry  were   prefented  as   libels,  he  would  order 
the  offenfive    paragraphs   to    be  read  before  him; 
and  faid  it  was  ftrange,  that  the  judges  and  lawyers  of 
the  King's-bench  fhould  be  duller  than  all  the  people 
of  England  :  and  he  was  often  fo  very  happy  in  ap- 
plying the  intiail  letters  of  names,   and  expounding 
dubious  hints,  (the  two  common  expedients  among 
writers  of  that  clafs  for  efcaping  the  law),  that   he 
difcovered    much   more  than  ever  the  authors  in- 
tended;  as  many  of  them,  or  their  printers,  found 
to  their  coft.  If  fuch  methods  are  to  be  followed  in 
examining  what  I   have  already  written,    or  may 
write  hereafter,  upon  the  fubjeft  of  Mr.  Wood,  I 
defy  any  man  of  fifty  times  my  undcrAanding  and 

cuution 
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caution  to  avoid  being  intrapped ;  unlefs  he  will  be 
eontent  to  write  what  none  will  read,  by  repeating 
over  the  old  arguments  and  computations,  where- 
of the  world  is  already  grown  weary.  So  that  my 
good  friend  Harding  lies  under  this  dilemma ;  ei- 
ther to  let  my  learned  works  hang  for  ever  a- 
drying  upon  his  lines,  or  venture  to  p'abliih  them 
at  the  hazard  of  being  laid  by  the  heels. 

I  need  not  tell  your  Lcrdihips  where  the  difH-- 
culty  lies  :  it  is  true,  that  the  King  and  the  laws 
permit  us  to-  refufe  this  coin  of  Mr.  Wood  :  but  at 
the  fame  time  it  is  equally  true,  that  the  King  and 
the  laws  permit  us  to  receive  it.  Now,  it  is  barely 
poffible,  that  the  minifters  in  England  may  not  fup- 
pofe  due  confequences  of  uttering  that  brafs  among 
us  to  be  fo  ruinous  as  we  apprehend  ;  becaufe, 
perhaps,  if  they  underftood  it  in  that  light,  they 
would  in  common  humanity  ufe  their  credit  with 
his  Majefty  for  faving  a  moft  loyal  kingdom  from 
JeftrucYion.  But  as  long  as  it  ihould  pleafe  thofe 
great  perfons  to  think  that  coin  will  not  be  fo  very 
pernicious  to  us,  we  lie  under  the  difadvantage  of 
being  cenfured  as  obftinate  in  not  complying  with- 
a  royal  patent.  Therefore  nothing  remains  but  to 
make  ufe  of  that  liberty,  which  the  King  and  the 
laws  have  left  us,  by  continuing  to  refufe  this  coin  ; 
and  by  frequent  remembrances  to  keep  up  that  fpi- 
rit  raifed  againft  it,  which  other  wife  may  be  apt  to 
flag,  and  perhaps  in  time  to  link  altogether.  For 
any  public  order  againft  receiving  or  uttering  Mr. 
Wood's  halfpence  is  not  reafonably  to  be  expected 
in  this  kingdom  without  directions  from  England; 
which  I  think  no  body  prefumes,  or  is  fo  fanguinc 
to  hope. 

But  to  confefs  the  truth,  my  Lord,  I  begin  to 
grow  weary  of  my  office  as  a  writer  ;  and  could 
heartily  wiih  it  were  devolved  upon  my  brethren, 
the  makers  of  fongs  and  ballads,  who  perhaps  are 
the  beft  qualified  at  prefent  to  gather  up  the  glean- 
ings 
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ings  of  this  controverfy.  As  to  myfclf,  it  hath 
been  my  misfortune  to  begin,  and  purfue  it  upon 
a  wrong  foundation.  For,  having  detected  the 
frauds  and  falfchoods  of  this  vile  impoftor  Wood 
in  every  part,  I  fooliihly  difdained  to  have  recourfe 
to  whining,  lamenting,  and  crying  fbr  mercy  ;  but 
rather  chofe  to  appeal  to  law  and  liberty,  and  the 
common  rights  of  mankind,  without  considering 
the  climate  I  was  in. 

Since  your  laft  refidence  in  Ireland,  I  frequently 
have  taken  my  nag  to  ride  about  your  grounds; 
where  I  fancied  myfelf  to  feel  an  air  of  freedom 
breathing  round  me;  and  I  am  glad  the  low  condi- 
tion of  a  tradefmen  did  not  qualify  me  to  wait  on 
you  at  your  houfc  ;  for  then,  I  am  afraid,  my  writ- 
ings would  not  have  efcaped  feverer  cenftires.  But 
I  have  lately  fold  my  nag,  and  honeftly  told  his 
greateft  fault,  which  was  that  of  muffing  up  the 
air  about  Brackdenftown ;  whereby  he  became  fuch 
a  lover  of  liberty,  that  I  could  fcarce  hold  him  in, 
I  have  likewife  buried  at  the  bottom  of  a  ftrong 
cheft  your  Lordfhip's  writings  under  a  heap  of  o- 
thers  that  treat  of  liberty;  and  fpread  over  a  laye? 
or  two  of  Hobbes,  Filmer,  Bodin,  and  many  more 
authors  of  that  ftamp,  to  be  readieft  ai  hand, 
whenever  I  fhall  be  difpofed  to  take  up  a  new  fet 
oi:  principles  in  government.  In  the  mean  time  I 
defign  quietly  to  look  to  my  mop,  and  keep  as  far 
out  of  your  Lorfhip's  influence  as  poffible  :  and  if 
ever  you  fee  any  more  of  my  writings  on  this  fub- 
iect,  I  promife  you  fliall  find  them  as  innocent,  as 
iniipid,  and  without  a  fting,  as  what  I  have  now 
offered  you.  But,  if  your  Lordfhip  will  give  me 
iAf\  eafy  leafe  of  fome  part  of  your  eftate  in  Yoi  k- 
fliire,  thither  will  I  carry  my  chert  :  and  turning  it 
upfide  down,  refume  my  political  reading  where  I 
left  off;  feed  on  plain  homely  fare,  and  live  and 
clie  a  free  honeft  EngliJh  farmer  ;  but  not  without 
regret  for  leaving  my  countrymen  under  the  dread 
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of  the  brazen  talons  of  Mr.  Wood  :  my  mo  ft  loyal 
;uid  innocent  countrymen  ;  to  whom  I  owe  fo  much 
for  their  good  opinion  of  me,  and  my  poor  endea- 
vours to  ferve  them.  I  am,  with  the  greatefl  re- 
ipeft, 

My  Lord^ 

Your  Lordfhip's 
From  my  Jbop  in        moft  obedient 

St.  Ftands'Jtreet,  and  moft  humble  fervant, 

Dec.  14.  1724.  M.  B. 


Thefe  papers  (for  the  ftxth  and  feventh  letters 
were  not  publifhed  till  long  afterwards)  prevailed, 
jiotwithftanding  threats,  profecutions,  and  impri- 
fonment,  again  ft  all  the  influence  of  power,  and  all 
the  artifices  of  cunning  ;  perfons  of  every  rank 
and  every  feel:  united  with  the  drapier  in  the  com- 
mon  eaufe,  his  health  was  a  perpetual  toaft,  and 
his  effigies  were  difplayed  in  every  ftreet ;  Wood 
was  compelled  to  withdraw  his  patent,  and  his  half- 
pence were  totally  fupprelfed. 


A  LET- 


A  LETTER  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  MID 


DLETON  * 


Written  in  the  year  1724. 

[By  many  paflages  in  the  following  letter,  and  by 
the  date  Oft.  6.  1724,  it  appears  to  have  been  writ- 
ten foon  after  the  proclamation  again  (I  the  drapier 
for  his  fourth  letter,  and  before  the  jury  had 
thrown  out  the  bill  of  indictment.  At  this  crifis 
perhaps  the  Dean  did  not  chufe  to  refume  a  cha- 
racter which  was  become  obnoxious,  and  therefore 
wrote  in  his  own  :  the  original  was  figned  with  his 
name,  though  it  appeared  to  have  been  obliterated 
by  another  hand  :  for  ibme  reafon  the  publication 
of  it  wa~s  delayed,  and  it  was  firft  printed  in  an  e- 
dition  of  the  Dean's  works  published  at  Dublin  in 
1735.  This  however  is  not  the  only  reafon  why  it 
is  placed  after  the  fifth  letter  ;  for  the  fifth  letter 
appears  to  have  been  fubftitnted  in  its  ftead,  and 
not  intended  to  follow  it.  The  fourth  letter,  botk 
in  this  and  in  the  fifth,  is  called  the  laft  ;  which 
could  not  have  happened  if  both  had  been  parts  of 
the  fame  feries. 

The  reader  will  now  eafaly  account  for  thofe 
paflages  in  the  fixth,  by  which  the  profecution  a- 
gainft  Harding  appears  to  be  depending,  though  in 
the  fifth  it  is  mentioned  as  paft.J 

My  LORD, 

T  Deiire  you  will  confider  me  as  a  member,  who 
•*•  comes  in  at  the  latter  end  of  a  debate  ;  or  as  a 
lawyer,  who  fpeaks  to  a  caufe  when  the  matter 

•  He  finned  the  proclamation  3£a:nft  the  Divpier. 

hatK 
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hath  been  ahnoft  exhaufled  by  thofe  who  fpoke  be- 
fore. 

I  remember  fome  months  ago  I  was  at  your  houfc 
upon  a  commiffion,  where  I  am  one  of  the  gover- 
nors ;  'but  I  went  thither  not  fb  much  on  account 
of  the  commiffion,  as -to  aik  you  fome  queftions 
concerning  Mr.  Wood's  patent  to  coin  halfpence 
for  Ireland  ;  vhere  you  very  freely  told  me  in  a 
mixed  company,  how  much  you  had  been  always 
againft  that  wicked  project  *  j  which  raifed  in  me 
an  efteem  for  you  fb  far,  that  I  went  in  a  few  days 
ro  make  you  a  viilt  after  fo  many  years  intermif- 
fion.  I  am  likewife  told,  that  your  fon  wrote  two 
letters  from  London,  (one  of  which  I  have  feen), 
iinpowering  thofe  to  whom  they  were  directed  to 
afiure  his  friends,  that  whereas  there  was  a  malici- 
ous report  fpread,  of  his  engaging  himfelf  to  Mr. 
Walpole  for  forty  thoufand  pounds  of  Wood's  coin 
to  be  received  in  Ireland,  the  faid  report  was  faht 
and  groundlefs  ;  and  he  had  never  difcourfed  with 
that  miniiier  on  this  fubjecl,  nor  would  ever  give 
his  confrnt  to  have  one  farthing  of  die  faid  coin 
current  here.  And  although  it  be  long  ilnce  I  have 
given  myfelf  the  trouble  of  converfing  with  people 
of  titles  or  itations  ;  yet  I  have  been  told  by  thofe 
who  can  take  up  with  fuch  amufements,  that  there 
is  not  a  coniiderable  perfon  of  the  kingdom  fcru- 
pulous  in  any  fort  to  declare  his  opinion.  But  all 
this  is  needlefs  to  alledge,  when  we  confider,  that 
the  ruinous  confequences  of  Wood's  patent  have 
been  fo  ftrongly  reprefented  by  both  houfes  of  par- 
liament ;  by  the  privy  council  ;  the  Lord  Mayor 
and  aldermen  of  Dublin ;  by  fo  many  corporations ; 
and  the  concurrence  of  the  principal  gentlemen  in 

*  Lord  Middleton,   ihcmh  he  figned  the  proclamation  againfi  the 
Drapier,  was  yet  an  enejpy  to  Wood's  pn  jod^,  as  appears  by  feveral 
b  in  this  letter, 

nioft 
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moft  counties  at  their  quarter-feirions,  without  any 
regard  to  party,  religion,  or  nation. 

I  conclude  from  hence,  that  the  currency  of  thefe 
halfpence  would  in  the  univerfal  opinion  of  our 
people  be  utterly  deftructive  to  this  kingdom ;  and 
coniequently  that  it  is  every  man's  duty  not  only  to 
refufe  this  coin  himfelf,  but  as  far  as  in  him  lies,  to 
peduade  others  to  do  the  like  :  and  whether  this 
be  done  in  private  or  in  print,  is  all  a  caie  ;  as  no 
layman  is  forbidden  to  write,  or  to  difcourie  upon 
religion  or  moral  fubjefts,  although  he  may  not  do 
it  in  a  pulpit  (at  leaft  in  our  church).  Neither  is 
this  an  affair  of  itate,  until  authority  (hall  think  lit 
to  declare  it  Ib  :  or  if  you  lliould  underftand  it  in 
that  fenfe,  yet  you  will  pleafe  to  conficler,  that  I  am 
not  now  preaching. 

Therefore  I  do  think  it  my  duty,  ilnce  the  Dra- 
pier  will  probably  be  no  more  heard  of,  fo  far  to 
iupply  his  place,  as  not  to  incur  his  fortune  ;  for  I 
have  learned  from  old  experience,  that  there  are 
times  wherein  a  man  ought  to  be  cautious  as  well 
as  innocent.  I  therefore  hope,  that  preferving 
both  thofe  characters,  I  may  be  allowed,  by  offer- 
ing new  arguments  or  enforcing  old  ones,  to  refrefh 
the  memory  of  my  fcllow-fubjccls,  and  keep  up 
that  good  fpirit  railed  among  them  to  prcicrve 
themfeives  from  utter  ruin  by  lawful  means,  and 
inch  as  are  permitted  by  his  Majefty. 

I  believe  you  will  pleafe  to  allow  me  two  propo- 
fitions  :  firit,  that  we  are  a  molt  loyal  people ;  and 
fecondly,  that  we  are  a  free  people,  in  the  com- 
mon acceptation  of  that  word  applied  to  a  fubjcct 
under  a  limited  monarch.  I  know  very  well,  that 
you  and  1  did  many  years  ago  in  dii'courfe  dilu-r 
much  in  the  prefence  of  Lord  Wharton  about  the 
meaning  of  that  word  liberty  with  relation  to  Ire- 
land. But  if  you  will  not  allow  us  to  be  a  free 
people,  there  is  only  anoilier  appellation  left, 
which,  I  doubt,  my  Lord  Chief  Juilicc  Wkitfhtd 

VOL.  III.  E  e  would 
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would  call  me  to  account  for,  if  I  venture  to  be- 
llow :  for  I  obferved  (and  I  {hall  never  forget  up- 
on what  occaiion)  the  device  upon  his  coach  to  be 
Libertas  et  nataie  folum,  at  the  very  point  of  time 
when  he  was  fitting  in  his  court,  and  perjuring  him- 
felf  to  betray  both  *. 

Now,  as  for  our  loyalty  to  his  prefcnt  Majefty, 
if  it  hath  ever  been  equalled  in  any  other  part  of 
his  dominions,  I  am  lure  it  hath  never  been  exceed- 
ed :  and  I  am  confident  he  hath  not  a  minifter  in 
England,  who  could  ever  call  it  once  in  quefrion  ; 
but  that  fome  hard  rumours  at  lealt  have  been 
tranfmitted  from  t'other  fide  the  water,  I  fuppofe 
you  will  not  doubt :  and  rumours  of  the  fevereft 
kind  ;  which  many  good  people  have  imputed  to 
the  indirect  proceeding  -of  Mr.  Wood  and  his  emif- 
faries  :  as  if  he  endeavoured  it  Ihould  be  thought, 
that  our  loyalty  depended  upon  the  teft  of  refilling 
or  taking  his  copper.  Now,  as  I  am  fure  you  will 
admit  us  to  be  a  loyal  people ;  fo  you  will  think  it 
pardonable  in  us  to  hope  for  all  proper  marks  of 
favour  and  protection  from  fo  gracious  a  King, 
that  a  loyal  and  free  people  can  expect  :  among 
which,  we  all  agree  in  reckoning  this  to  be  one, 
that  Wood's  halfpence  may  never  have  entrance 
into  this  kingdom.  And  this  we  lhall  continue  to 
wim,  when  we  dare  no  longer  exprefs  our  willies  : 
although  there  were  no  liich  mortal  as  a  Drapier.  in 
the  world. 

I  am  heartily  forry,  that  any  writer  Ihould,  in 
a  caufe  fo  generally  approved,  give  occaiion  to  the 
government  and  council  to  charge  him  with  f  (<  pa- 
"  ragraphs  highly  reflecting  upon  his  Majeity  and 
"  his  miniiters  :  tending  to  alienate  the  affections 

O 

<c  of  his  good  fubjects  in  England  and  Ireland  from 
"  each  other  ;  and  to  promote  feclition  among  the 

*  See  the  addrefs  to  both  houfes  of  parliament,  by  M.  B.  drapier. 
•f-    In  the  drapier's  4th  letter. 

"  people/' 
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"  people."  I  mu ft  confefs,  that  with  many  others 
I  thought  he  meant  well ;  although  he  might  have 
the  failing  of  better  writers,  to  be  not  always  for- 
tunate in  the  manner  of  cxprcliing  himfelf. 

However,  lince  the  clrapier  is  bin  one  man,  I 
(hall  think  I  do  a  public  iervice  by  aiTcrting,  that 
the  reft  of  mv  countrymen  are  wholly  free  from 

^*  •* 

learning  out  of  his  pamphlets  to  reflect  on  the  King 
or  his  minifters,  and  to  breed  ildition. 

I  folemnly  declare,  that  I  never  once  henrd  the 
leaft  reflection  caft  upon  the  King,  on  the  fubject 
of  Mr.  Wood's  coin  :  for  in  many  difcourfes  on 
this  matter,  I  do  not  remember  his  Majefty's  name 
to  be  fo  much  as  mentioned.  As  to  the  miniihy 
in  England,  the  only  two  perfons  hinted  at  were 
the  Duke  of  Grafton  and  Mr.  Walpolc.  The  for- 
mer, as  I  have  heard  you  and  a  hundred  others 
affirm,  declared,  that  he  never  faw  the  patent  in 
favour  of  Mr. .Wood,  before  it  was  pallid,  although 
he  was  then  Lord  Lieutenant;  and  therefore  I  fup~ 
pofe  every  body  believes,  that  his  Grace  hath  been 
wholly  -unconcerned  in  it  evt  r  lince. 

Mr.  Walpole  was  indeed  Inppoicd  to  be  under- 
ftood  by  the  letter  W.  in  il-veral  news-papers  ; 
where  it  is  faid  that  fome  exprelHons-feH  from  him 
not  very  favourable  to  the  people  of  Ireland  ;  f-n* 

the  truth  of  which  the  kingdom  is  not  to  amwer, 

•  ~.  ^ 

any  more  than  for  the  difcretion  of  the  publifhers. 
You  obferve,  the  drapier- wholly  clears-  Mr.  Wal- 
pole oi:  this  charge  by  very  ftrong  arguments  ;  and 
Ipeaks  of  him  with  civility.  I  cannot  deny  myftlf 
to  have  been  often  prefent,  where  the  company  gave 
their  opinion  that  Mr.  W.ilpolc  favoured  Mr. 
Wood's  projects,  which  I  always  contradicted ;  and 
for  my  own  part,  never  once  opened  my  lips  againil 
that  minifter  either  in  mixed  or  particular  mci  r- 
ings :  and  my  reafoii  for  this  refervednefs  was ;  bc- 
caufe  it  pleafcd  him  in  the  Queen's  time,  (I  mean 
Queen  Anne,  of  c.  v.r-bKfild  memory'1,  to  iv.ak.  i 
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fpecch  directly  againft  me  by  name  in  the  houfe  of 
Commons,  as  I  \vas  told  a  very  few  minutes  after 
hi  the  court  of  requefts  by  more  than  fifty  mem- 
bers. 

But  you,  who  are  in  a  great  ftation  here,  (if  any 
thing  here  may  be  called  great),  cannot  be  igno- 
rant, that  whoever  Is  nnderftood  by  public  voice  to 
be  chief  miniiter,  v»*iil  among  the  general  talkers 
ihare  the  blame,  whether  juftly  or  no,  of  every 
thing  that  is  difliked  ;  which  I  could  eafily  make 
appear  in  many  inftances  frcm  my  own  knowledge, 
while  I  was  in  the  world  ;  ;  id  particularly  in  the 

cafe  of  the  *  ereateft,  the  wifefl,  and  the  moft  tin- 
^j  '  j 

corrupt  miniiter  I  ever  convened  with. 

But,  whatever  unpleaiing  opinion  fome  people 
might  conceive  of  3NIr.  "Wai pole  on  account  of  thofe 
halfpence,  I  dare  boldly  afnrm  it  was  entirly  owing 
to  Mr.  Wood.  JMdny  pcifons  of  credit  come  from 
England  have  affirmed  to  me  and  others,  that  they 
have  feen  letters  under  his  hand  full  of  arrogance 
and  infolence  towards  Ireland,  and  boafnng  of  his 
favour  with  Mr.  \Valpole  ;  which  is  highly  proba- 
ble ;  becaufe  he  reafonably  thought  it  for  his  inte- 
reft  to  fpread  fuch  a  report,  and  becaufe  it  is  the 
known  talent  of  low  and  little  fpirics,  to  have  a 
great  man's  name  perpetually  in  their  mouths. 

Thus  I  have  fufficieritly  juftified  the  people  of 
Ireland  from  learning  any  bad  iefTon  out  of  the  dra- 
picr's  pamphlets  with  regard  to  his  Msjefty  and  his 
mmiiters  :  and  therefore,  if  thofe  papers  were  in- 
tended to  fow  fcdition  among  us,  God  be  thanked 
the  feeds  have  fallen  upon  a  very  improper  foil. 

As  to  alienating  the  affections  of  the  people  of 
England  and  Ireland  frcm  each  other  ;  I  believe 
the  drapier,  whatever  his  intentions  were,  hath  left 
that  matter  juft  as  he  found  it. 

I  have  lived  long  in  both  kingdoms,  as   well   in 

*   Suppcfed  to  be  the  LcrJ  Treafurer  Oxford. 

country 
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country  as  in  town  ;  and  therefore  take  myfelf  to 
be  as  well  informed  as  moll  men  in  the  difpofitions 
of  each  people  towards  the  other.  By  the  people 
I  underftand  here,  only  the  bulk  of  the  common 

J 

people  :  and  I  clelire  no  lawyer  mav  diftort  or  cx- 

•> 
tend  mv  meaning. 

*  o 

There  is  a  vein  o£  induflry  and  parfimony,  that 
runs  through  tlic  whole  people  of  Enpbnd,  which 
added  to  the  eaiinefs  of  their  rents  makes  them  rich 
and'fhirdy.  As  to  Ireland,  they  know  little  more 
of  it  than  they  do  of  Mexico  ;  farther  than  that  it 
is  a  country  fubjecl:  to  the  Kin-v  of  England,  full  of 

J  -J  •  >  O 

Hogs,  inhabited  by  wild  Iriih  Papifts,  who  are  kept 
in  awe  by  mercenary  troops  lent  from  thence:  and 
their  general  opinion  is,  th.u  it  were  better  for  Eng-  - 
land  if  tliis  whole  ill  and  were  funk  into  the  lea  : 
for  they  have  a  tradition,  that  every  forty  years 
there  imift  be  a  rebellion  in  Ireland.  I  have  feen 
the  grofieil  fuppolitions  pais  upon  them  ;  that  the 
wild  Iriih  were  taken  in  toils  ;  but  that  in  feme  time 
they  would  grow  fo  tame,  as  to  eat  out  of  your 
hands  :  I  hive  been  alked  by  hundreds,  and  parti- 
cularly by  my  neighbours  your  tenants  at  Pepper- 
hara,  whether  I  had  come  from  Ireland  by  lea  : 
and  upon  the  arrival  of  an  Iriih  man  to  a  country 
town,  I  have  known  crouds  coming  about  him, 
and  wondering  to  fee  him  look  fo  much  better  than 
themfelves. 

A  qemL-man  now  in  1  'hi  blip.  a^nn«5}-  that  paihnp 

o  o 

fome  months  ago  throrigh  INCH  ih.r-io'cn,  ;ir.d  li:.d- 
ing   the   whole   town  in  a  hurry,  vvh-i  bells,  bon- 
fires,  and  illuminations  ;   upon  a        .     the  can' 
was  told,  it  \vas  for  joy  that  the  li- 
te d  to  receive  Wood's   halfpence.       i  :  •  ,    I  think, 
plainly  fhews  what  fentirnents  that  large  town  h.ith 
of  us  ;   and  how  little  they  mad.  eir  own  c  ife  ; 

7  ^ 

although  they  lie  directly  in   our   way  to  London, 
and  therefore  cannot  but  be  frequently  convince 
that  we  have  human  lhapes. 

E  c  3 
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As  to  the  people  of  this  kingdom,  they  connYt 
either  of  Irilh  Papifls,  who  are  as-  inconiiderable 
in  point  of  power  as  the  women  and  children  ;  or 
of  Engliih  Proteifants,  who  love  their  brethren  of 
that  kingdom,  although  they  may  porlibly  fome- 
tiiiies  complain  Vvlien  they  think  they  are  hardly  uf- 
ed  :  however,  I  confefs  I  do  not  fee  that  it  is  of  a- 
ny  great  confequence  how  their  perfonal  affections 
itand  to  each  other,  while  the  fea  divides  them, 
and  while  they  continue  in  their  loyalty  to  the  fame 
prince.  And  yet  I  will  appeal  to  you,  whether 
thofe  from  England  have  realbn  to  complain,  when 
they  come  hither  in  purfuit  of  their  fortunes  ?  or, 
whether  the  people  of  Ireland  have  reafon  to  Loaf}, 
when  they  go  to  England  upon  the  lame  ddle;n  ? 

My  feconci  proportion  was,  that  we  of  Ireland 
are  a  free  people  :  this,  I  fuppofe,  you  will  allow, 
at  leaft  with  certain  limitations  remaining  in  your 
own  bread.  However,  I  am  fure  it  is  not  crimi- 
nal to  ainrm  ;  becaufe  the  words  liberty  and  pro- 
f-ct'ty,  as  applied  to  the  fubjecl:,  are  often  mention- 
ed in  both  houfes  of  parliament,  as  well  as  in 
yours  and  other  courts  below  :  from  whence  it 
jniiil  follow,  that  the  people  of  Ireland  do,  or 
ought  to  enjoy  all  the  benefits  of  the  common  and 
ilatute  law  ;  luch  as  to  be  tried  by  juries,  to  pay 
no  money  without  their  own  confent  as  represented 
in  parliament,  and  the  like.  If  tin's  be  fo,  and  if 
it  be  univerfally  agreed,  that  a  free  people  cannot 
by  law  be  compelled  to  take  any  money  in  payment, 
except  gold  and  filver  ;  I  do  not  fee  why  any  man 
fhould  be  hindered  from  cautioning  his  country- 
men againft  this  coin  of  William  Yvrood  ;  who  is 
endeavouring  by  fraud  to  rob  us  of  that  property, 
which  the  laws  have  fecured.  If  I  am  miftaken, 
and  this  copper  can  be  obtruded  on  us,  I  would  put 
the  drapier's  cafe  in  another  light  by  fuppofing, 
that  a  perfon  going  into  his  ihop  fhould  agree  for 
thirty  (hillings  worth  of  goods;  and  force  the  feller 

to 
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to  take  his  payment  in  a  parcel  o(:  copper  pieces 
intriniically  not  \vorth  above  a  cro\vn  :  I  clelire  to 
know  whether  the  d rapier  would  not  be  actually 
robbed  of  five  and  twenty  iliillings  ;  and  how  far 
lie  could  be  faid  to  be  mailer  of  his  property  ? 
The  fame  queftion  may  be  applied  to  rents  and 
debts  on  bond  or  mortgage,  and  to  all  kind  of  com- 
merce whatfoever. 

Give  me  k-ave  to  do  what  the  drapier  hath  done 
more  than  once  before  me  ;  which  is,  to  relate  the 
naked  fa<Sr,  as  it  Hands  in  the  view  of  the  world. 

One  William  "Wood,  Efq;  and  hardwareman, 
obtains  by  fraud  a  patent  in  England  to  coin 
ic8,ooo/.  in  copper  to  pafs  in  Ireland,  leaving  us 
liberty  to  take  or  rcfufe.  The  people  here,  in 
all  forts  of  bodies  and  reprefentatives,  do  op<  nly 
and  heartily  declare,  that  they  will  not  accept  this 
coin  :  to  juiuify  thefe  declarations  they  generally 
offer  two  reafons  ;  iirft,  becaufe  bv  thj  words  of 

J 

the  patent  they  are  left  to  their  own  choice  ;  and, 
fecondly,  becaufe  they  are  not  obliged  by  law  :  fo 
that  you  fee  there  is  bcllum  atque  vlruui^  a  kingdom 
on  one  fide,  and  William  Wood  on  the  other. 
And  if  Mr.  Wood  gets  the  victory  at  the  cxpenfe 
of  Ireland's  ruin,  and  the  profit  of  one  or  two  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds  (I  mean  by  continuing  and 
counterfeiting  as  long  as  he  lives)  for  himfelf ;  I 
dou't't,  both  prefent  and  future  ages  will  at  lead 
think  it  a  very  ilngular  fcheme. 

If  this  fadt  be  truly  ftated,  I  muft  confcfs  I  look 
upon  it  as  my  duty,  fo  far  as  God  hath  enabled 
me,  and  as  long  as  I  keep  within  the  bounds  of 
truth,  of  duty,  and  of  decency,  to  warn  my  iel- 
low-fubje&Sj  as  they  value  their  king,  their  coun- 
try, and  all  that  ought  or  can  be  dear  to  them, 
never  to  admit  this  pernicious  coin  :  no  not  fo 
much  as  one  iingle  halfpenny.  For,  if  one  f  ingle 
thief  forces  the  door,  it  is  in  vain  to  ta'lk  of  keep- 
ing out  the  whole  crew  behind. 

And 
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And  while  I  fhall  be  thus  employed,  I  will  never 
give  myfelf  leave  to  fuppofe  that  what  I  fay  can  ei- 
ther offend  my  Lord  Lieutenant  *,  whole  perfon 
and  great  qualities  I  have  always  highly  refpscled, 
(as  I  am  fare  his-  Excellency  will  be  my  witnefs),  or 
the  min liters  in  England,  with  whom  I  have  nothing 
to  do,  or  they  with  me  ;  much  lei's  the  privy  coun- 
cil here  :  who,  as  I  am  informed,  did  fend  an  ad- 
drefs  to  his  Majciry  againft  Mr.  Wood's  coin  ;- 
which,  if  it  be  a  miftakc,  I  deilre  I  may  not  be  ac- 
cuied  for  a  fpreader  of  falfe  news  :  but  I  confeis, 
I  am  To  great  a  ftranger  to  affairs,  that,  for  any 

thing  I  know,   the  whole  bodv  of  the  council  mav 

>j  j  j 

iince  have  been  changed  :  and  although  I  obferv- 
ed  fome  of  the  very  fame  names  in  a  late  declara- 
tion again  it  that  coin,  which  1  faw  fubfcribed  to- 
t-he proclamation  againfc  the  drapier,  yet  poffibly 
they  may  be  different  perfons  :  for  they  are  utterly 
unknown  to  me,  and  are  like  to  continue  fo. 

In  this  controverfv,  where  the  reafoners  on  each 
fide  are  divided  by  St.  George's  channel,  his  Ma- 
jefty's  prerogative  perhaps  would  not  have  been 
mentioned,  if  Mr.  Wood  and  his  advocates  had 
not  made  it  nectffirv  by  giving  out,  that  the  cur- 
rency of  his  coin  ihould  be  enforced  by  a  procla- 
mation. The  traders  and  common  people  of  the 
kingdom  were  heartily  willing  to  refufe  this  coin  ; 
but  the  fear  of  a  proclamation  brought  along  with, 
it  moft  dreadful  apprehenfions.  It  was  therefore 
abfolutely  neceilary  for  the  drapier  to  remove  this 
difficulty  ;  and  accordingly  in  one  of  his  former 
pamphlets  he  produced  invincible  arguments, 
(where-ever  he  picked  them  up),  that  the  King's 
prerogative  was  not  at  all  concerned  in  the  mat- 
ter ;  iince  the  law  had  fuiriciently  provided  againft 
any  coin  to  be  impoftci  upon  the  fubject,  except 
gold  and  illver ;  and  that  copper  is  not  mo- 
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ncy,  but,  as  it  hath  been  properly  called,  m>mr,:'j- 
rum  fmnulus . 

The  three  former  letters  from  the  drapier  having 
not  received  any  public  cenfure,  I  look  upon  them 
to  be  without  exception  ;  and  that  the  good  people 
of  the  kingdom  ought  to  read  them  often  in  order 
to  keep  up  that  fpirit  railed  again  ft  this  deftructive 
coin  of  Mr.  Wood.  As  for  this  laft  letter,  an-ainft 

O 

which  a  proclamation  is  ifiued  ;  I  fiiall  only  fay, 
that  I  could  wifh  it  were  firipped  of  all  that  can  be 
any  way  exceptionable  ;  which  I  would  not  think 
it  below  me  to  undertake,  if  my  abilities  were  equal 
but  being  naturally  fomewhat  flow  of  comprehen- 
fion,  no  lawyer,  and  apt  to  believe  the  b^.-t  of  thole 
who  profefs  good  deligns,  without  any  vilible  mo- 
tive either  of  profit  or  honour  ;  I  might  pore  for 
ever,  without  diftinguifhing  the  cockle  from  the 
corn. 

That  which  I  am  told  Gives  the   created  offence 

O  <. ' 

in  this  laft  letter  is,  where  the  drapier  affirms, 
that  if  a  rebellion  ihould  prove  lo  fuccefsful,  as  to 
fix  the  pretender  on  the  throne  of  England,  he 
would  venture  fo  far  to  tfanfgrefs  the  Iiilh  ilatute, 
which  unites  Ireland  to  England  under  one  king, 
as  to  lofe  every  drop  of  his  b'ood  to  hinder  him 
from  being  king  of  Ireland. 

I  fhall  not  prefume  to  vindicate  any  man,  who 
openly  declares  he  would  trangrefs  a  ftatute,  and  a 
ftatute  of  fuch  importance  :  bur,  with  the  nioft 
humble  fubmiillon  and  dcilre  of  pardon  for  a  very 
innocent  miftake,  I  ihould  be  apt  to  think,  that  the 
loval  intention  of  the  writer  miizht  be  at  Icaft  fome 

^  c^ 

fmall  extenuation  of  his  crime  ;  for  in  this  I  con- 
fefs  mvf.jlf  to  think  with  the  drapier. 

I  have  not  been  hitherto  told  cf  any  otlur  ob- 
ieclions  againft  that  pamphlet  ;  but  I  fu  iruy 

will  all  appear  at  tlie  grofetution  of  the  u 

*   Letter  4-.     Sec  the  r.o'.'.-  i-rcfixcd  to  ;lvs  l.'.t.r. 
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And,  I  think,  whoever  in  his  ov/n  confciencc  be- 
lieves the  faid  pamphlet  to  be  "  wicked  and  mali- 
"  cious,  feditious  and  fcandalous,  highly  reflecting 
"  upon  his  Maieity  and  his  minifters,  &c."  would 
do  well  to  difcover  the  author,  (as  little  a  friend  as  I 
am  to  the  trade  of  informers),  although  the  reward 
of  300  /.  had  not  been  tacked  to  the  difcovery.  I 
own,  it  would  be  a  great  fatisfa&ion  to  me  to  hear 
the  arguments  not  only  of  judges,  but  of  lawyers 
upon  this  cafe.  Becaufe  you  cannot  but  know,  there 
often  happen  occafions,  wherein  it  would  be  very 
convenient,  that  the  bulk  of  the  people  fhould  be 
informed  how  they  ought  to  condudt  themfelves ; 
and  therefore  it  hath  been  the  wifdom  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  parliaments  to  be  very  reierved  in  limiting  the 
prefs.  When  a  bill  is  debating  in  either  houfe  of 
parliament,  there  nothing  is  more  ufual,  than  to 
have  the  controverfy  handled  by  pamphlets  on  both 
fides,  without  the  leaft  animadverfion  upon  the  au- 
thors, 

So  here,  in  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Wood  and  his  coin ; 
fince  the  two  houfes  gave  their  opinion  by  addreffes, 
how  dangerous  the  currency  of  that  copper  would 
be  to  Ireland,  it  was  without  all  queftion  both  law- 
ful and  convenient,  that  the  bulk  of  the  people 
fhoulcl  be  let  more  particularly  into  the  nature  of 
the  din  :T r  they  were  in,  and  of  the  remedies  that 
were  in  their  own  power,  if  they  would  have  the 
fenfe  to  apply  them  ;  and  this  cannot  be  more  con- 
vent :ndy  done,  than  by  particular  perfons,  to  whom 
God  hath  given  zeal  and  underftanding  fufficient 
for  fuch  an  undertaking.  Thus  it  happened  in  the 
c.ife  of  that  deftru£tive  project  for  a  bank  in  Ire- 
land, which  was  brought  into  parliament  a  few 
years  ago  ;  and  it  was  allowed,  that  the  arguments 
and  writings  of  fome  without  doors  contributed 

O 

very  much  to  reject  it. 

Now,  I  Ihould  be  heartily  glad,  if  fome  able  law- 
yers would  prefcribe  the  limits,  how  far  a  private 

man 
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man  may  venture  in  delivering  his  thoughts  upon 
public  matters  :  becaiife  a  true  lover  of  his  coun- 
try may  think  it  hard  to  be  a  quiet  ftander-by,  and 
an  indolent  looker-on,  while  a  public  error  prevails 
by  which  a  whole  nation  may  be  ruined.  Every 
man  who  enjoys  property,  hath  iorne  fhare  in  the 
public  ;  and  therefore  the  caie  of  the  public  is  in 
ibme  degree  every  iuch  man's  concern. 

To  come  to  particulars ;  I  could  wifli  to  knov/ 
whether  it  be  utterly  unlawful  in  any  writer  ib 
much  as  to  mention  the  prerogative ;  at  leall  fo  far 
as  to  bring  it  in^o  doubt  upon  any  point  whatfoe- 
ver.  I  know  it  is  often  debated  in  Weftminftcr- 
hall  ;  and  Sir  Edward  Coke,  as  well  as  other  emi- 
nent lawyers,  do  frequently  handle  that  fubject  in 
their  books. 

Secondly,  How  far  the  prerogative  extends  to 
force  coin  upon  the  fiibjecl,  which  is  not  Sterling; 
fuch  as  lead,  brafs,  copper,  mixed  metal,  ihelis, 
leather,  or  any  other  material  ;  and  fix  upon  it 
whatever  denomination  the  crown  ihall  think  fit  ? 

Thirdly,  What  is  really  and  truly  meant  by  that 
phrafe  of  a  depending  kingdom,  as  applied  to  Ireland, 
and  wherein  that  dependency  conlifteth  ? 

Laftly,  In  what  points  relating  to  liberty  and 
property  the  .people  of  Ireland  differ,  or  at  leait 
ought  to  differ,  from  thole  of  England. 

If  thefe  particulars  were  made  fo  clear,  that  none 
could  miitake  them,  it  would  be  of  infinite  cafe 
and  ufe  to  the  kingdom  ;  and  either  prevent  or  li- 
lence  all -difcontents. 

•My  .Lord  Sommers,  the  greateft  man  I  ever  knew 
of  your  robe,  and  whole  thoughts  of  Ireland  dif- 
fered, as  far  as  heaven  and  earch,  from  thofe  of 
fome  others  among  his  brethren  b-.re,  lamented  to 
me,  that  the  prerogative  of  the  crown  or  the  pri- 
vileges of  parliament  ihould  ever  be  liable  to  dif- 
pute  in  any  imgle  branch  of  cither  ;  by  whi  \\ 
means,  he  faid,  the  public  often  fuffered  great  in- 
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conveniencies,  whereof  he  gave  me  feveral  inftan- 
ces.  I  produce  the  authority  of  ib  eminent  a  per- 
fon  to  juftify  1117  defires,  that  fome  high  points 
might  be  cleared. 

For  want  of  fuch  known  afcertainment  how  far 
a  writer  may  proceed  in  expreffing  his  good  willies 
for  his  country,  a  perfon  of  the  moft  innocent  in- 
tentions may  pollibly  by  the  oratory  and  comments 
of  lawyers  be  charged  with  many  crimes,  which 
from  his  very  foul  he  abhors  ;  and  consequently 
may  be  ruined  in  his  fortunes,  and  left  to  rot  a- 
rnong  thieves  in  fome  (linking  jail,  merely  for  mif- 
taking  the  purlieus  of  the  law.  I  have  known  in 
my  lifetime  a  printer  profeciited  and  convicted  for 
publishing  a  pamphlet  *,  where  the  author's  intcn- 
tentions,  I  am  confident,  were  as  good  and  inno- 
cent as  thofe  of  a  martyr  at  his  laft  prayers.  I  did 
very  lately,  as  I  thought  it  my  duty,  preach  to  the 
people  under  my  infpeclion  upon  the  fubjedt  of  Mr. 
Wood's  coin  ;  and  although  I  never  heard  that  my 
fermon  gave  the  leaft  offence,  as  I  am  fure  none 
was  intended,  yet,  if  it  were  now  printed  and  pu- 
bliihed,  I  cannot  fay  I  would  infure  it  from  the 
hands  of  the  common  hangman,  or  my  own  per- 
fon from  thofe  of  a  meflenger. 

I  have  heard  the  late  Chief  Juftice  Holt  affirm, 
that  in  all  criminal  cafes  the  mo  ft  favourable  inter- 
pretation fhould  be  put  upon  words  that  they  can 
poffibly  bear.  You  meet  the  fame  poiition  allerted 
in  many  trials  for  the  greater!  crimes  ;  though  of- 
ten very  ill  praclifed  by  the  perpetual  corruption  of 
judges.  And  I  remember  at  a  trial  in  Kent,  where  Sir 
George  Rook  was  indicted  for  calling  a  pentleman 

o  o         o 

knave  and   villain,    the  lawyer  for  the   defendant 

•*  •> 

brought  offhis  clientbyalledging,  that  the  words  were 

not  injurious ;  for  knave  in  the  old  and  true  figninca- 
tion  imported  only  a  fcrvant;  and  vil!ain>  inLatin,  is 

*  Snppofid  '.o  b  •,   "  A  propofal  for  lYe  u.:iveri"ai  ufe  of  Irilh  ma- 
*•  nufi-ftures,"   wraien  by  tLc  ..u.bc-r. 

vitlicuf. 
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which  is  no  more  than  a  man  employed  in 
country-labour,  or  rather  a  bailey. 

If  Sir  John  Holt's  opinion  were  a  ilandard  max- 
im for  all  times  and  circumftances,  any  writer  with 
a  very  fmall  meafure  of  difcretion  might  ealily  be 
fafe  ;  but  I  doubt  in  practice  it  hath  been  frequent- 
ly controlled,  at  leaft  before  his  time  :  for  I  take  it 
to  be  an  old  rule  in  law. 

I  have  read,  or  heard,  a  paffage  of  Signer  Led 
an  Italian  ;  who,  being  in  London,  burying  himfclf 
with  writing  the  hiftory  of  England,  told  Charles  II. 
that  he  endeavoured  as  much  as  he  could  to  avoid 
giving  offence,  but  found  it  a  thing  impoffible,  al- 
though he  Ihould  have  been  as  wile  as  Solomon. 
The  king  aniwered,  that  if  this  were  the  cafe,  he 
had  better  employ  his  time  in  writing  proverbs  as 
Solomon  did  :  but  Leti  lay  under  no  public  neceffi- 
ty  of  writing  ;  neither  would  England  have  been 
one  halfpenny  the  better  or  the  \vorfe,  whether  he 
writ  or  no. 

This  I  mention,  becaufe  I  know  it  will  readily  be 
objected,  What  have  private  men  to  do  with  the 
public  ?  What  call  had  a  drapier  to  turn  politician, 
to  meddle  in  matters  of  ftate  ?  would  not  his  time 
have  been  better  employed  in  looking  to  his  Ihop ; 
or  his  pen  in  writing  proverbs,  elegies,  ballads, 
garlands,  and  wonders  ?  He  would  then  have  been 
out  of  all  danger  of  proclamations,  and  proiecu- 
tions.  Have  we  not  able  raagiftrates  and  counill- 
lors  hourly  watching  over  the  public  weal?  All  this 
may  be  true  :  and  yet  when  the  addrefTes  from  both 
lioufes  of  parliament  againft  Mr.  Wood's  halfpence 
failed  of  luccefs,  if  fome  pen  had  not  been  em- 
ployed to  inform  the  people  how  far  they  might  le- 
gally proceed  in  refuiing  that  coin,  to  detect  the 
fraud,  the  artifice,  and  infolence  of  the  coiner,  and 
to  lay  open  the  nioft  ruinous  ccnfequences  to  the 
whole  kingdom,  which  would  inevitably  follcnv 
from  the  currency  of  the  faid  coin,  I  miaht  appeal 

VOL,  III.  F  f  to 
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to  many  hundred  thoufand  people,  whether  any  one 
of  them  would  ever  have  had  the  courage  or  laga- 
city  to  refufe  it. 

If  th's  copper  fhould  begin  to  make  its  way  a- 
inong  the  common  ignorant  people,  we  are  inevi- 
tably undone.  It  is  they  who  give  us  the  greateft 
apprehenfion,  being  eaiily  frighted,  and  greedy  t© 
fwallow  miiinformations  :  for,  if  every  man  were 
wife  enough  to  underftand  his  own  intereft,  which 
is  every  man's  principal  ftudy,  there  would  be  no 
need  of  pamphlets  upon  this  occaiion  :  but  as  things 
{land,  I  have  thought  it  abfolutely  necefiary,  from 
my  duty  to  God,  my  King,  and  my  country,  to 
inform  the  people,  that  the  proclamation  lately  if- 
fued  againft  the  drapier  doth  not  in  the  leaft  affect 
the  cafe  of  Mr.  Wood  and  his  coin  ;  but  only  re- 
fers to  certain  paragraphs  in  the  drapier's  laft  pam- 
phlet *,  (not  immediately  relating  to  his  fubject, 
nor  at  all  to  the  merits  of  the  caufe),  which  the  go- 
vernment was  pleafed  to  diflike  ;  fo  that  any  man. 
has  the  fame  liberty  to  reject,  to  write,  and  to  de- 
clare againft  this  coin,  which  he  had  before :  neither 
is  any  man  obliged  to  believe,  that  thofe  honour- 
able perfons  (whereof  you  are  the  iirft)  who  fign- 
ed  that  memorable  proclamation  againft  the  dra- 
pier, have  at  ail  changed  their  opinions  with  regard 
to  Mr.  Wood,  or  his  coin. 

Therefore  concluding  myfelf  to  be  thus  far  upon 
a  fafe  and  fure  foot,  I  fhall  continue  upon  any 
proper  occaiion,  as  God  enables  me,  to  revive  and 
preferve  that  fpirit  raifed  in  the  nation,  (whether 
the  real  author  were  a  real  drapier  or  no,  is  little 
to  the  purpofe)  againft  this  horrid  delign  of  Mr. 
Wood  ;  at  the  fame  time  carefully  watching,  eve- 
ry ftroke  of  my  pen,  and  venturing  only  to  in- 
cur the  public  cenfure  of  the  world  as  a  writer,  not 
*£  my  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Whitfhed  as  a  criminal. 

*    The  4th  letter, 

Whenever 
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Whenever  an  order  fhall  come  out  by  authority, 
forbidding  all  men  upon  the  higheit :  penalties  to  of- 
fer any  thing  in  writing  or  diicourfc  againft  Mr. 
Wood's  halfpence,  I  {hall  certainly  fubrnit.  How- 
ever, if  that  fhould  happen,  I  am  cicttm  lined  to  be 
fomewhat  more  than  the  lafi  man  in  the  kingdom  to 
receive  them  ;  becaufe  I  will  never  receive  them  at 
all :  for  although  I  know  how  to  be  filenr,  I  have 
not  yet  learned  to  pay  active  obedience  againft  my 
conscience,  and  the  public  fafety. 

I   deiire  to  put  a  cafe,  which  I  think  the  drapier 
in  fome  of  his  books  hath  put  before  me,  although 

r     r    11 

not  io  rully  as  it  requires. 

You  know  the  copper  halfpence  in  England  arc 
coined  by  the  public  ;  and  every  piece  worth  pretty 
near  the  value  of  the  copper.  Now  fuppofe,  that, 
inftead  ©f  the  public  coinage,  a  patent  had  been 
granted  to  fome  private,  obfcure  perfon,  for  coin- 
ing a  proportionable  quantity  of  copper  in  th:u 
kingdom,  to  what  Mr.  Wood  is  preparing  in  this  ; 
and  all  of  it  at  leaft  live  times  below  the  iiUriniic 
value  :  the  current  money  of  England  is  reckoned 
to  be  twenty  millions  ;  and  ours  under  *  five  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds  :  By  this  computation,  as 
Mr.  A¥ood  hath  power  to  give  us  108,000  pounds ; 
fo  the  patentee  in  England,  by  the  fame  propor- 
tion, might  circulate  four  millions  three  hundred 
and  twenty  thouiand  pounds  ;  belides  as  much  more 
by  ftealth  and  counterfeits.  I  deiire  to  know  from 
you,  whether  the  parliament  might  not  have  ad- 
dreffed  upon  fuch  an  occafion  ;  what  fuccefs  they 
probably  would  have  had  ;  and  how  many  drapiers 
would  have  rifen  to  pefter  the  world  with  pam- 
phlets :  yet  that  kingdom  would  not  be  fo  great  a 
tuiferer  as  ours  in  the  like  cafe1  :  becaufe  their  cafh 
would  not  b-  conveyed  into  foreign  countries,  but 

4  O 

lie  hid  in  the  chefts  of  cautious,   thrifty  men  U 

*     I:  is  Hnce  funk  to  200, ccc  1. 
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better  times.  Then  I  defire,  for  the  fatisfaction  of 
the  public,  that  you  will  pleafe  to  inform  me,  why 
this  country  is  treated  in  ib  different  a  manner  in  <r 
point  of  fuch  high  importance  ;  whether  it  be  on 
account  of  Poining's  acl ;  of  fubordination  ;  de- 
pendence ;  or  any  other  term  of  art,  which  I  lhall 
not  contefr,  but  am  too  dull  to  underftand. 

I  am  very  fenfible,  that  the  good  or  ill  fuccefs  of 
Mr.  Wood  will  affect  you  lefs  than  any  perfon  of 
confequence  in  the  kingdom  ;  becaufe  I  hear  you 
are  ib  prudent  as  to  make  all  your  purchafes  in  Eng- 
land ;  and  truly  fo  would  1,  if  I  had  money,  al- 
though I  were  to  pay  a  hundred  years  purchafs  : 
becaufe  I  iiiould  be  glad  to  pofTefs  a  freehold,  that 
could  not  be  taken  from  me  by  any  law,  to  which  I 
did  not  give  rny  own  confent  :  and  where  I  fhould 
never  be  in  danger  of  receiving  my  rents  in  mixed 
copper  at  the  icis  of  fixteen  fhillings  in  the  pound. 
Tou  can  live  at  eafe  and  plenty  at  Pepperhara  in 
Surry ;  and  therefore  I  thought  it  extremely  gene- 
rous and  public-fpirited  in  you  to  be  of  the  king- 
dom's fide  in  this  difpute,  by  ihewing,  without  re- 
ferve,  your  difapprobation  of  Mr.  Wood's  deiign  ; 
at  leaft,  if  you  have  been  fo  frank  to  others  as  you 
were  to  me  ;  which  indeed  I  could  not  but  wonder 
at,  considering  how  much  we  differ  in  other  points ; 
and  therefore  I  could  get  but  few  believers,  when  I 
attempted  to  juftify  you  in  this  article  from  your 
own  words. 

I  would  humbly  offer  another  thought,  which  I 
do  not  remember  to  have  fallen  under  the  dra- 
pier's  obfervation.  If  thefe  halfpence  mould  once 
gain  admittance,  it  is  agreed,  that  in  no  long  fpace 
of  time,  what  by  the  clandeftine  practices  of  the 
coiner,  what  by  his  own  counterfeits,  and  thofe  of 
others,  either  from  abroad  or  at  home,  his  limited 
quantity  would  be  tripled  upon  us,  until  there  would 
not  be  a  grain  of  gold  or  iilver  vifible  in  the  na- 
tion. This,  in  my  opinion,  would  lay  a  heavy 

charge 
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charge  upon,  the  crown,  by  creating  a  neceflitv  of 
tranfmitting  money  from  England  to  pay  the  fala- 
ries  at  leaft  of  the  principal  civil  officers :  for  I  do 
not  conceive  how  a  judge  (for  inftance)  could  fup- 
port  his  dignity  with  a  thoufand  pounds  a-year  in 
Wood's  coin ;  which  could  not  intrinfically  be 
worth  near  two  hundred.  To  argue  that  thefe  half- 
pence, if  no  other  coin  were  current,  would  an- 
iwer  the  general  ends  of  commerce  among  ourfelves, 
is  a  great  miftake;  and  the  drapier  hath  made  that 
matter  too  clear  to  admit  an  anfwer,  by  (hew- 
ing us  what  every  owner  of  land  muft  be  forced  to 
do  with  the  products  of  it  in  fuch  a  diftrefs.  You 
may  read  his  remarks  at  large  in  his  fecond  or  third 
letter;  to  which  I  refer  you. 

Before  I  conclude,  I  cannot  but  obferve,  that 
for  feveral  months  pad  there  have  more  papers 
been  written  in  this  town,  fuch  as  they  are,  all  up- 
on the  beft  public  principle^  the  love  of  our  coun- 
try, 'than  perhaps  hath  been  known  in  any  other 
nation  in  ib  fliort  a  time  ;  I  fpeak  in  general  from 
the  drapier  down  to  the  maker  of  ballads  :  and  all 
without  any  regard  to  the  common  motives  of  wri- 
ters ;  which  are  profit,  favour,  and  reputation.  As  to 
profit,  I  am  allured  by  perfons  of  credit  .that  the  beft 
ballad  upon  Mr.  Wood  will  not  yield  above  a  groat 
to  the  author;  and  the  unfortunate  adventurer  Har- 
ding *  declares  he  never  made  the  drapier  any  pre- 
fent  except  one  pair  of  fciifars.  As  to  favour,  who- 
ever thinks  to  make  his  court  by  oppoimg  Mr. 
Wood  is  not  very  deep  in  politics.  And  as  to  re- 
putation, certainly  no  man  of  worth  and  learning 
would  employ  his  pen  upon  fo  tranfitory  a  fubjcct 
and  in  fo  obfcure  a  corner  of  the  world,  to  diftia- 
guifh  himfelf  as  an  author.  So  that  I  look  upon, 
myfelf,  the  drapier,  and  my  numerous  brethren, 
to  be  all  true  patriots  in  our  feveral  degrees. 

*     Th?  ci inter  of  the  Drari.-r's  letter-. 

All 
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All  that  the  public  can  expect  for  the  future  is,. 
only  to  be  fometimes  warned  to  beware  o£  Mr.. 
Wood's  halfpence ;  and  to  be  referred  for  convic- 
tion to  the  drapier's  reafons.  For  a  man  of  the 
moft  fuperior  underftanding  will  find  it  impofiible 
to  make  the  beft  ufe  of  it,  while  he  writes  in  con- 
ilraint ;  perpetually  fofteiiing,  correcting,  or  blot- 
ting  out  exprefiions,  for  fear  of  bringing  his 
printer  or  himfelf  under  a  profecution  from  my 
Lord  Chkf  Juftice  Whitfhed.  It  calls  to  my  re- 
membrance the  madman  in  Don  Quixote,  who, 
being  foundly  beaten  by  a  weaver  for  letting  a  ftone 
(which  he  always  carried  on  his  moulder)  fall  upon 
a  fpaniel,  apprehended  that  every  cur  he  met  was 
of  the  fame  fpecies. 

For  thefe  reafons  I  am  convinced,  that  what  I 
have  now  written  will  appear  low  and  iniip'd;  but 
if  it  contributes  in  the  leaft  to  preferve  that  union 
among  us  for  oppoiing  this  fatal  project  of  Mr. 
Wood,  my  pains  will  not  be  altogether  loft. 

I  fent  thefe  papers  to  an  eminent  lawyer  (and  yet 
a  man  of  virtue  and  learning  into  the  bargain),  vvho 
after  many  alterations  returned  them  back  with  ai- 
furing  me  that  they  are  perfectly  innocent  \  with- 
out the  leaft  mixture  of  treafon,  rebellion,  feditionr 
malice,  difaffection,  reflection,  or  wicked  iniinua- 
ation  whatfoever. 

If  the  bellman  of  each  parim,  as  he  goes  his  cir- 
cuit, would  cry  out  every  night,  Pajl  twelve  o'clock; 
beware  of  Wood's  halfpence ;  it  would  probably  cut 
off  the  occafion  of  publifhing  any  more  pamphlets, 
provided  that  in  country-towns  it  were  done  upon 
market-days.  For  my  own  part,  as  foon  as  it  ihall 
be  determined,  that  it  is  not  againft  law,  I  will  begin 
the  experiment  in  the  liberty  of  St,  Patrick's ;  and 
Ipiope  my  example  may  be  followed  in  the  whole  city. 
But  if  authority  Ihall  think  fit  to  forbid  all  writings 
or  difcourfes  upon  all  fubjecls,  except  fuch  as  are  in 
favour  of  Mr.  Wood,  I  will  obey  as  it  becomes  me ; 

only 
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only  when  I  am  in  danger  of  burfting,  I  will  go  and 
whifper  among  the  reeds,  not  any  reflexion  upon 
the  wifdom  of  my  countrymen  ;  but  only  theft:  few 
words.  BEWAP.E  OF  WOOD's  HALFPENCE. 


am, 


With  due  refpeff, 

your  mofl  cbedientt 

humble  fervant. 


Deanerj-houfc, 
Oct.  26.   1724. 


J. 
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